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Koreas to hold 
high-level talks 
SEOUL: The two Koreas will hold high-level talks next
week to prepare for a third summit between the
South’s President Moon Jae-in and the North’s leader
Kim Jong Un, Seoul said yesterday, as a diplomatic
rapprochement takes hold. Although the South’s uni-
fication ministry did not elaborate on where the sum-
mit would take place, Moon had previously agreed to
visit Kim in Pyongyang during the autumn after the
two leaders held a historic meeting in April.

In a statement the ministry said the two sides would
hold high-level talks on Monday on the Northern side
of the truce village of Panmunjom to “discuss prepara-
tory matters regarding a South-North summit”. The
overture came from Pyongyang, Seoul said, which
suggested Thursday the two sides hold talks to “re-
view progress” since the April summit that paved the
way for a landmark meeting between Kim and US
President Donald Trump in Singapore in June.

Cross-border exchanges between the two Koreas
have significantly increased since then, with the neigh-
bors planning to hold reunions for war-separated fam-
ilies later this month for the first time in three years.
The South Korean delegation at Monday’s meeting
will be led by Unification Minister Cho Myoung-gyon,
who visited Pyongyang last month to attend a friendly
basketball match between the two Koreas, Seoul said.

“We will hold in-depth discussions with the North
for a successful South-North summit,” the ministry
said. The summit will mark the third meeting between

Moon and Kim, after the two leaders held a surprise
encounter in May. Sporting cooperation helped spark
a diplomatic thaw after the North agreed to partici-
pate in the Winter Olympics held in the South last Feb-
ruary, sending athletes and top officials including
Kim’s sister Kim Yo Jong to the Games. But even as
ties have improved, little progress has been made on
the key issue of the North’s denuclearization. Although
Trump touted his summit with Kim as a historic break-
through, the nuclear-armed North has since criticized
Washington for its “gangster-like” demands of com-
plete, verifiable and irreversible disarmament. Mean-
while the US has urged the international community
to maintain tough sanctions on the isolated regime.

Moon, the mediator 
Moon, who has prioritized improving ties with the

North, played a key role in brokering a remarkable de-
tente between Washington and Pyongyang after
months of Kim and Trump trading insults and threats
of war. At a summit in April in the Demilitarized Zone
that divides the peninsula, Moon and Kim shook hands
for the first time, with Kim famously inviting his South
Korean counterpart to step briefly into the North in
an unscripted moment before live TV cameras. They
met a second time a month later in a bid to salvage a
planned summit between Kim and Trump, after the US
leader cancelled, citing “open hostility” from Py-
ongyang, before changing his mind and heading to
Singapore. Koo Kab-woo, professor at the University
of North Korean Studies, said Moon was trying to act
as a mediator between Pyongyang and Washington as
the two sides struggle to find common ground on de-
nuclearization. — AFP

MATARAM: The death toll from a devastating
earthquake on the Indonesian island of Lombok
jumped to 319 yesterday, as strong aftershocks
triggered panic among traumatized survivors
waiting for aid in the worst-hit regions.  The
shallow 6.9-magnitude quake Sunday leveled
tens of thousands of homes, mosques and busi-
nesses across Lombok, with relief agencies only
just starting to reach survivors in some of the
worst-hit areas four days later.

“Our latest update is that 319 people died,”
said Indonesia’s chief security minister Wiranto,
who like many Indonesians goes by one name,
adding that rescue efforts were ongoing and
complicated by aftershocks. The number forced
from their homes in the disaster has soared to
270,000, national disaster agency spokesman
Sutopo Purwo Nugroho said, with around 1,000
people severely injured.

Most of the displaced are sleeping under
tents or tarpaulins near their ruined homes or in
evacuation shelters that are short of food, clean
water and medical help. Makeshift medical facil-
ities have been set up to treat the injured. Sur-
vivors of the quake have also been shaken by
hundreds of aftershocks, including a shallow
5.9-magnitude quake Thursday which caused
people to flee evacuation shelters crying and
screaming.

Motorcycles parked on the street in northern
Lombok’s Tanjung district toppled over and the
walls of some nearby buildings collapsed. “We
were stuck in the traffic while delivering aid, sud-

denly it felt like our car was hit from behind, it was
so strong,” witness Sri Laksmi told AFP. “People
in the street began to panic and got out of their
cars, they ran in different directions in the middle
of the traffic.” Twenty-four people were injured
by falling debris in the tremor, Nugroho said.

‘Exceptionally destructive’ 
Authorities and international relief groups

have begun organising aid, but badly damaged
roads have slowed efforts to reach survivors in
the mountainous north of Lombok, which bore
the brunt of the quake. Aid had begun trickling
into some of the most isolated regions by mid-
day Thursday, officials said, but many displaced
people still lack basic supplies.

In some parts of northern Lombok, survivors
can be seen standing on the road with card-
board boxes asking for donations and food. “It
is already clear that Sunday’s earthquake was
exceptionally destructive,” Christopher Rassi,
the head of a Red Cross assessment team on
Lombok, said in a statement. “I visited villages
yesterday that were completely collapsed.”

Workers with heavy machinery are searching
the rubble of homes, schools and mosques, with
hope of finding any survivors fading. There are
fears that two collapsed mosques in north Lom-
bok had been filled with worshippers. Rescuers
have found three bodies and also managed to
pull one man alive from the twisted wreckage of
one mosque in Lading Lading village, while at
least one body has been spotted under the rub-

ble in Pemenang. Authorities are gathering infor-
mation from family members with missing rela-
tives to determine how many more people may
have been in the buildings when they collapsed,
national search and rescue agency spokesman
Yusuf Latif told AFP.

Across much of the island, a popular tourist

destination, once-bustling villages have been
turned into virtual ghost towns. Evacuees in
some encampments say they are running out of
food, while others are suffering psychological
trauma after the powerful quake, which struck
just one week after another tremor surged
through the island and killed 17. — AFP

Aftershocks rock Lombok 
as quake death toll tops 300

Evacuation shelters that are short of food, clean water

TOKYO: Millions still live in fear of nu-
clear war with many countries ramping
up their atomic arsenals, the head of the
United Nations warned yesterday,
marking the anniversary of the Nagasaki
bombing. Antonio Guterres, the first sit-
ting UN secretary general to attend cer-
emonies honoring those who died in the
bombing, said that even 73 years later,
there was still a “shadow cast by the
dread of unthinkable carnage.”

Nuclear-armed states are spending
“vast sums” to modernize their arsenals
and “disarmament processes have
slowed and even come to a halt,” noted
Guterres. “There is an urgent need for
disarmament of all kinds, but especially
nuclear disarmament,” stressed the sec-
retary general. The US dropped the first
atomic bomb on Hiroshima on August 6,

1945, killing around 140,000 people.
The toll includes those who survived the
explosion itself but died soon after from
severe radiation exposure.

Three days later, the US dropped a
plutonium bomb on the port city of
Nagasaki, killing some 74,000 people.
Japan announced its surrender in
World War II on August 15, 1945. Yes-
terday in Nagasaki, crowds flocked to
pray and pay their respects at the 10-
metre high peace statue. Guterres and
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
laid wreaths to honor the dead and
family members carrying buckets of
water to purify altars bowed in mem-
ory of their loved ones.

The ceremony came amid lingering
worries over North Korea’s nuclear
threat and in a year when President
Donald Trump has pledged to bolster
the US arsenal. Mayor of Nagasaki
Tomihisa Taue also issued a passionate
call for denuclearisation. “To the great
concern of those in the atomic-bombed
cities, a shift towards openly asserting
that nuclear weapons are necessary and
that their use could lead to increased
military might is once again on the rise,”
Taue said. — AFP 

UN sounds nuke
warning to mark
Nagasaki
bombing

LOMBOK: A young man salvages belongings as he climbs over debris of a collapsed house in
Kayangan in northern Lombok island. — AFP 


