
KUWAIT: Approximately 400 US military per-
sonnel join Kuwaiti security forces from Aug 9
to 16 for Invincible Sentry 2018 (IS 18), a crisis
response exercise conducted by US Central
Command in coordination with other US gov-
ernment agencies and the government of
Kuwait. An exercise consisting of simulated sce-
narios to facilitate a coordinated partner re-
sponse to transnational terrorism, Invincible
Sentry is a regularly scheduled event between
US Central Command and individual partner na-
tions.  The government of Kuwait agreed to host
IS 18, the US Embassy in Kuwait said in a press
statement.  

The majority of this year’s exercise will be
conducted at military training areas and other
remote locations throughout Kuwait, with a
small headquarters element participating at
MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, Florida. The
US military participates in more than 80 exer-
cises with partner nations in the US Central
Command area of responsibility each year. Ex-
ercises in the region are designed to strengthen
military-to-military relationships, promote re-

gional security and improve interoperability
with partner nations.

As indicated in the joint statement following
the second US-Kuwait Strategic Dialogue in
Washington in Sept 2017, the United States and
Kuwait remain committed to enhancing a long-
term partnership. The United States is proud to
have contributed to the liberation of Kuwait
over 27 years ago, and reiterates its commit-
ment to Kuwait’s security.  Invincible Sentry 18
aims at expanding the military-to-military en-
gagements, enhancing mutual capabilities to
keep our people safe, and promoting long-term
regional stability and joint-operations between
the United States and Kuwait, the US Embassy
statement concluded. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait Army Chief of Staff Lt
Gen Mohammad Khaled Al-Kheder met in his
office yesterday his counterpart at the US Cen-
tral Command Lt Gen Michael X Garrett and his
accompanying delegation. During their meeting,
both sides discussed bilateral relations and
ways to strengthen military cooperation, in ad-
dition to other topics of mutual interests, the di-

rectorate of moral guidance and public relations
at the ministry of defense said in a press state-
ment. The meeting was attended by Deputy
Chief of Staff Gen Abdullah Nawaf Al-Sabah,

Joint Training Director Brig Fawaz Al-Harbi and
the Chief of the Military Cooperation Office at
the US Embassy in Kuwait Brig Gen Randolph
J Staudenraus. — Agencies 

L o c a l Friday, August 10, 2018

Friday 9

Army chief of staff meets US general

Kuwaiti envoy
urges addressing
issue of missing
Kuwaitis in Iraq
NEW YORK: Kuwait Representative to the
United Nations Mansour Al-Otaibi said
Wednesday the question of Kuwaitis and
third country nationals who went missing in
Iraq during the invasion of Kuwait in 1990
continues to be an “unhealed wound”. The
families of those missing people are still suf-
fering and waiting to know the whereabouts
of their loved ones, he said during a Security
Council session on the situation in Iraq.
Since 2004, no progress has been made in
the search for 236 out of 605 missing people,
Otaibi complained. 

“The 28th anniversary of the catastrophic
invasion of Kuwait passed a few days ago.
Since then, the Security Council has been
busy addressing the impacts of that disaster.
The Council adopted dozens of resolutions
and many of the obligations stipulated in
these resolutions have been met. However,
the question of missing Kuwaitis and third
country nationals which is a humanitarian
issue cited in the UNSC resolutions 687
(1991), 1284 (1999) and 2107 (2013) has yet
to be addressed,” he explained.

Otaibi appreciated the efforts of the In-
ternational Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) - the chair of the Tripartite Commis-

sion, tasked with
ascertaining the
fate of missing and
POWs during the
1990-1991 Gulf
War. The Tripartite
Commission is
composed of rep-
resentatives of
Iraq, Kuwait and
the 1990-1991
Coalition (the
United States, the
United Kingdom,
France and Saudi
Arabia). Otaibi also thanked the Iraqi gov-
ernment, represented by the ministry of de-
fense, urging it to double its efforts in order
to end the suffering of the families of the
missing people. 

He called on the UN Assistance Mission
for Iraq (UNAMI) to pursue its mandate and
speed up ascertaining the fate of the missing
Kuwaitis and retrieval of the stolen Kuwaiti
property as per the provisions of the UNSC
Resolution 2107. He reaffirmed Kuwait’s
support to the UNAMI chief Jan Kubis and
the Iraqi government in this regard. In state-
ments to KUNA following the UNSC ses-
sion, Otaibi reiterated that Kuwait would
spare no effort in support of the Iraqi gov-
ernment, the UNAMI and the Tripartite
Commission in their quest for locating the
whereabouts of the missing Kuwaitis and
third country nationals. Earlier today, Kubis,
who is also the Special Representative of the
UN Secretary General for Iraq, briefed the
Security Council on the latest developments
of the situation in Iraq. — KUNA 
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Army Chief of Staff Lt Gen Mohammad Khaled Al-Kheder meets his counterpart at the
US Central Command Lt Gen Michael X Garrett yesterday. — KUNA 

Blaze guts 
wood shop
By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAT: Firemen from four fire centers battled
a blaze in an industrial Shuwaikh carpentry shop
and prevented it from spreading to other shops.
No injuries were reported. The fire started in a
power transformer before igniting the lumber.

Factory sealed
Ahmadi municipality emergency team closed

a factory in the stables area in cooperation with
police and sent the workers to concerned au-
thorities for legal action.

New MoI e-services
Acting director of the interior ministry’s rela-

tions and security information department Brig
Tawheed Al-Kandari said many e-services were
added to the interior ministry’s site. He said cit-
izens can inquire about their passports through
www.moi.gov.kw. He said other applications in-
clude SOS, which allows the public to contact
the interior ministry and get help quickly in case
of an emergency by pressing the SOS button.

Co-op Union bldg fined
The Environment Public Authority found the

Cooperative Union building in violation of article
56 of the environment protection law, and it was
issued a citation.

Summer is cooler
Meteorologist Essa Ramadan said this year’s

summer is Kuwait and the region is cooler than
last year, contrary to the heat waves in Europe
and other parts of the world.

Fatal accident
A Bangladeshi was killed, while an Afghan

and an unidentified person were injured and
taken to Adan Hospital following an accident on
Fahaheel Road. The Bangladeshi’s body was
taken to the coroner.

Restaurant closed
The Food and Nutrition Authority closed a

shop for having 650 kg of expired meat, in ad-
dition to a popular restaurant and a juice bar in
Mubarakiya. The authority’s team found that the
restaurant was selling food unfit for human con-
sumption, and laboratory tests revealed harmful
bacteria in it, so it was closed and the case was
sent to the public prosecution. 
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Firemen battle the blaze at a carpentry shop.

Municipal inspectors raid an illegal factory. 


