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LOS ANGELES: After meeting LeBron James’
team in four consecutive NBA Finals, Golden
State Warriors guard Stephen Curry is looking
forward to a budding rivalry with James and
the reformed Los Angeles Lakers. “A whole
new-look Laker team with some of the young
kids-it should be fun, the Bay Area and LA and
the whole thing,” Curry told the Associated
Press on Monday. “When I first got into the
league, Oracle would be buzzing any time the
Lakers came in.

“There probably will be a revolution of Laker
fans that are going to try to creep in, but I hope
Bay Area and Dub Nation we keep control of
that competition because we’re on top right
now.” Curry and James met just twice a year in
the regular season while in different confer-
ences, with Curry’s Warriors winning six of eight
meetings over the last four years. Of course,
they met in the Finals after each of those four
seasons, with Curry’s team winning three titles
and 15 of 22 of Finals games.

Now in the Pacific Division together, the
teams will meet four times each season, and it
should be far more competitive than recent
Warriors-Lakers contests. Over the last five
seasons, Golden State is 16-4 against the
Lakers, with all four losses coming at Staples
Center. The Warriors swept LA. last year,
although both games in Los Angeles went to
overtime. The specific dates for their meetings
this season will be unveiled when the NBA
schedule is released.

Curry also touched on the addition of
DeMarcus Cousins, who joined the Warriors in
free agency on a one-year deal via the mid-level
exception in July. “It’s interesting because
nobody going into free agency thought about
DeMarcus as an option then all of a sudden he
found his way onto our team,” Curry said. “So
for us to have a new dynamic, a new look.
“Whenever he’s fully healthy it should be amaz-
ing. I think we got better.” Cousins, who is
recovering from a torn Achilles, is expected to
be worked in slowly, likely sitting out the start of
the regular season. His addition gives the
Warriors five starters who each have at least
three career All-Star appearances, and a total of
27 as a group.—Reuters
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LONDON: Standard Liege fought back from two goals
down to draw 2-2 with Ajax Amsterdam, while Benfica
edged Fenerbahce 1-0 in Champions League third qual-
ifying round, first-leg ties on Tuesday. After going in 2-0
down at halftime, Medhi Carcela pulled one back for
Liege before Renaud Emond scored a 94th minute
penalty to equalise after Ajax striker Klaas-Jan
Huntelaar and Dusan Tadic put the four-time Dutch
European Cup winners ahead. Visitors Ajax had looked
comfortable after former Southampton winger Tadic set

up the first goal with a swerving cross before drilling
home the second himself.

However Belgian side Liege clawed their way back
into the game and Emond struck the woodwork before
slotting home from the spot after Noussair Mazraoui
fouled substitute Moussa Djenepo. The winners of the tie
in Amsterdam next week will face either Slavia Prague or
Dynamo Kiev in the playoff round for a place in the
group stage of Europe’s elite club competition. Those
teams drew 1-1 in the Czech capital after Josef Jusbauer’s

95th minute penalty for a dominant Slavia cancelled out
Benjamin Verbic’s 82nd minute opener.

In Lisbon, Benfica earned a narrow victory in a match
they controlled as Franco Cervi’s deflected strike after
69 minutes handed them the advantage over Fenerbahce,
with both teams entering in this round of the qualifying
process. When the teams played in the European Cup
first round in 1975 Benfica won 7-0 but this time the
Turkish side can hope to stage a second-leg comeback
to secure a playoff against Thessaloniki-based PAOK or

Spartak Moscow who meet on Wednesday. Stanislav
Dragun’s header earned Belarusians BATE Borisov a 1-0
win at last season’s Champions League group qualifers
Qarabag, with the eventual winners facing PSV
Eindhoven. Dinamo Zagreb won 2-0 at Astana, who
reached the group stage in 2015, with goals from Mario
Budimir and the impressive Dani Olmo to put one foot in
the playoffs where Young Boys await. Elsewhere, Malmo
drew 1-1 with Vidi and Red Star Belgrade were held by
Spartak Trnava with the same scoreline. — Reuters
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Dynamo Kiev held 1-1 after late goal at Slavia Prague

LOS ANGELES: Gareth Bale is serving notice that he is
ready to shine without Cristiano Ronaldo, factoring in both
goals as Real Madrid wrapped up their US tour with a 2-1
win over Roma on Tuesday. Bale and Marco Asensio
scored for Real Madrid who put on a strong performance
especially in the first half of the International Champions
Cup friendly at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey.

Real Madrid is hoping Bale is ready to fully evolve into
the player they signed for a world record fee in 2013. The
33-year-old Ronaldo ended a nine-year spell at Real
Madrid by recently signing with Italian champions
Juventus. “We’re scoring goals and we’re winning matches,
so we’re doing well,” Bale said. “We have to keep improv-
ing and we’re really looking forward to starting the new
season.” Asensio, with his third goal of the preseason,
opened the scoring just two minutes into the contest. Bale
delivered a brilliant pass to the foot of Asensio and he
found the back of the net. 

Real Madrid struck again in the 15th minute as Bale
would score this time, taking an equally superb pass from
Dani Carvajal. Bale walked in and beat goalkeeper Robin
Olsen to make it 2-0. Real Madrid wasn’t nearly as domi-
nant in the second half as most of their starting squad was
subbed off. Kevin Strootman made it interesting by scor-
ing in the 83rd minute for Roma. Strootman was left wide
open off a throw-in and headed pass and all he had to do
was hammer it past the startled Real Madrid goalkeeper.

Meanwhile, Luka Modric returned to training at Real

Madrid yesterday along with five other World Cup players,
against a background of contradictory rumors about his
future. One Spanish sports daily, AS, reported that the
midfielder who led Croatia to the World Cup final was
subject to a big bid from Inter Milan, while a competing
newspaper, Marca said the 32-year old was about to
accept a pay rise from Real and sign a contract extension.

Modric, awarded the Golden Ball as best player at the
World Cup, was given a break rather than join Real’s pre-
season tour of the United States, as were another Croatian
World Cup finalist, Mateo Kovacic, who was reported to
have travelled to London to join Chelsea, French World
Cup winner Raphael Varane and Brazilian duo Marcelo
and Casemiro. Yesterday, as the Real first team flew back

to Madrid after beating Roma in New Jersey on Tuesday
night, the club said the World Cup players were in training.

“The Croatian midfielder joined Marcelo, Varane,
Casemiro and Kovacic, who did individual work in the
gym. The four players trained with nine players from the
under-18s,” Real Madrid said on their web site. Among the
conflicting reports, Marca said that Modric, who joined
Real in 2012, “did not consider his current salary matched
the level of his performances” and that the player, who
turns 33 early in September, was about to sign the best
contract of his career. AS said Modric, who has not com-
mented publicly, “foresaw joining Inter.” Marca said “he
would stay at Madrid” because “the club intended to
increase his salary.”— Agencies  

Real Madrid end 
US tour with 2-1 
win over Roma 

SYDNEY: Usain Bolt will be given as long as it takes to
prove he deserves a playing contract, the Central Coast
Mariners said yesterday after the Australian club agreed
to help the sprint king realise his dream of becoming a
professional footballer. The 31-year-old eight-time
Olympic champion, who retired from athletics last year,
is an avid Manchester United fan who has long wanted
to play top-flight football. He has already tried out with
teams in Germany, Norway and South Africa, to no avail.
Undeterred, the A-League club have agreed to see what
he has to offer with the sprint legend set to arrive at their
training ground in Gosford, 75 kilometres (47 miles)
north of Sydney, later this month.

“It’s important to note that Usain Bolt comes to the
Central Coast Mariners to train for an indefinite period.
His training program will be structured to see if he can
reach a level of playing that earns him a professional
contract,” said Mariners chief executive Shaun

Mielekamp. “This may take three weeks, this may take
three months, this may take six months. This make take
longer, who knows. Only time will tell. “It’s exciting to see
what this will do for our region but the importance for us
right now is to look after an athlete who’s coming to try
and become a professional player.”

‘Anything is possible’ 
Bolt, who has agreed to live on the Central Coast, said

he was thrilled to be given another chance to showcase
his abilities ahead of the A-League season starting in
October. “I am very excited about coming to Australia
and would like to thank the owner and management of
the Central Coast Mariners for giving me this opportuni-
ty,” said the Jamaican. “It has been my dream to play
professional football and I know that it will involve a lot
of hard work and training to get to the level required to
play and make an impact in the A-League. “I always say
that ‘anything is possible, don’t think limits’ and I look
forward to the challenge.” The 100m and 200m world
record-holder has previously trained with Norwegian
club Stromsgodset, German Bundesliga side Borussia
Dortmund and South Africa’s Sundowns. Asked what
Bolt needed to do to win a contract, Mielekamp said:
“Impress the coach.” “He has to get to a level where the
coach is confident he’ll play regular football and once
that decision is reached, then he’ll be offered a playing

position,” he added. Some fans on social media blasted
the decision to take on Bolt as a publicity stunt, but
Mielekamp said they would not be trying to cash in on
his name until he proved himself. “It not about having a
gimmick or a campaign - Usain isn’t a contracted player
so we won’t be launching him with a number or anything
yet. Time will tell as things grow.” Bolt dominated sprint-
ing since taking double individual gold at the Beijing
Olympics in 2008. He went on to win a further six
Olympic golds and pick up 11 world titles.—AFP 
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NEW JERSEY: Roma’s French midfielder Maxime Gonalons (right) fights for the ball against Real Madrid’s
Spanish Midfielder Marcos Llorente (left) during their 2018 International Champions Cup at the MetLife stadium
on August 07, 2018. — AFP

SHENZHEN: After three pre-season tours in a
row to the United States, French glamour club
Paris Saint-Germain turned to Asia in search
of new fans and business deals ahead of the
new season. It’s the market “with the biggest
growth potential,” according to a PSG official
discussing the club’s two-week summer trip to
Singapore and China. PSG’s Asian fan base
has grown while its social media presence has
exploded along with the French club’s rising
profile following the signings of world foot-
ball’s most expensive player Neymar and
French teenage sensation Kylian Mbappe.

Riding the wave of rising popularity, the
French club with the Eiffel Tower logo took
advantage of the Asian tour to open a per-
manent office in Singapore. “With the growth
the club has enjoyed in recent years, along
with the arrival of our two superstars
Neymar and Mbappe, we thought that now
was a good time to do it, it was the right
moment,” said SÈbastien Wasels, the club’s
Asia Pacific director.

He said the Qatari-owned club with ambi-
tions to dominate Europe needs the base to
handle rising Asian growth opportunities. And
the club that could face sanctions by
European football’s governing body UEFA for
allegedly violating regulations over spending

limits needs to significantly boost its income.
PSG says that it has signed several commer-
cial deals in the region including a multi-mil-
lion euro partnership with marketing agency
Desports for sponsorship and licensing rights
in China and Hong Kong.

The club has also pinpointed three geo-
graphical growth areas in Asia and plans to
hire a team of five expert locals to focus on
business development opportunities in China,
South Korea/Japan, and Southeast
Asia/Oceania. During the club’s brief summer
Asia stay that included matches in Singapore

and the French Super Cup final against
Monaco in Shenzhen, PSG hosted a range of
promotional events. The included a cooking
class by the club’s Brazilian defender
Marquinhos and a training session for young
players at China’s “PSG Academy” by former
star player Maxwell, now part of the PSG
management team.

PSG’s eSports section was also brought
into play to woo the younger generation,
hosting a FIFA video tournament for 400,000
participants on local platforms to boost the
club’s active gaming sector. —AFP 

French glamour 
club PSG turns 
to China for 
fans and funds

SHENZHEN: Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian defender Thiago Silva (left), French midfielder
Adrien Rabiot (center) and Brazilian forward Neymar Jr celebrate with the trophy after win-
ning the French Trophy of Champions (Trophee des Champions) football match between
Monaco (ASM) and Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) in Shenzhen. —AFP

IRVINE: Six years on from her stun-
ning 800m freestyle victory at the
2012 Olympics, Katie Ledecky is
savoring her status as the grand dame,
at 21, of distance freestyle. Ledecky
was 15 when she led wire-to-wire in
winning the 800m free in London in a
race that saw world record holder and
British home hope Rebecca Adlington
relegated to third. Four more Olympic
golds in Rio two years ago, 14 world
titles and 15 world records later,
Ledecky heads into the Pan Pacific
Championships starting on Thursday
in Tokyo knowing she’s now the swim-
mer with a target on her back.

“I guess it’s a little different,” said
Ledecky, but she knows that young
rivals such as Australian distance
phenom Ariarne Titmus and Canadian
Taylor Ruck still have a lot of catch-
ing up to do. “I know that there are a
lot of great swimmers out there that
are chasing me,” Ledecky said. “That
motivates me just as much as chasing
someone motivated me when I was
15.” Ledecky has made a seamless

transition this year from US amateur
collegiate swimming to the profes-
sional ranks, inking a sponsorship
deal with TYR that the manufacturer
trumpeted as “the most lucrative
partnership in the history of the swim
industry.”

Ledecky specifical ly chose to
make the move two years before the
Tokyo Games, to give herself time to
adjust to the new demands on her
time. While some US swimmers
struggle with newfound responsibili-
ties, Ledecky has taken it in her
stride. “It hasn’t been extremely dif-
ferent,” Ledecky said. “I guess my
practice schedule has changed just a
little bit.” Jon Urbanchek, the veteran
coach recently named the US nation-
al team’s technical adviser, cal ls
Ledecky “probably the perfect role
model” with her fabled work ethic
and determination.

“She’s on a mission,” Urbanchek
said. “You can’t really distract her.”
Ledecky lowered her own world
record in the 1,500m free in May and
came away from the US champi-
onships in California in July with vic-
tories in the 200m, 400m and 800m
freestyles. She opted out of the
1,500m free, which she can still swim
at the Pan Pacs, preferring instead to
get a day of rest ahead of another
burst of training before heading to
Japan. “I feel like I’m in a really good
spot,” Ledecky said — an innocuous
sounding remark that will strike an
ominous note for her rivals.—AFP 
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