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The delegation conveyed to Bahraini king greetings on
behalf of HH the Amir of Kuwait and HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and wished
Bahrain and its people further progress and prosperity.

The Kuwaiti delegation also met Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al-Khalifa, the Bahraini Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister
at Riffa Palace. During the meeting, the Crown Prince
extended his congratulations to the delegation on the
inauguration of the new terminal, highlighting that it
represents a new milestone in Kuwait’s efforts to
advance its aviation and logistics sector. 

He also highlighted Bahrain’s commitment to contin-
ue advancing cooperation and coordination with
Kuwait, and stressed that King Hamad and Sheikh
Sabah both play a crucial role in building on historic

bilateral ties. Prince Salman recognized the rapid
expansion of flights between Bahrain and Kuwait,
adding that the launch of the first flight from Terminal 4
to Bahrain cements the next phase in aviation relations
between both countries. 

Bahrain’s prime minister also heaped praise on HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as
a leader whose accomplishments are immeasurable.
Bahrain is honored to have been the destination for the
first flight to take off from Kuwait International
Airport’s new Terminal 4, Prince Khalifa bin Salman told
the Kuwaiti delegation. He was cited by Bahrain’s state-
run news agency BNA as saying that the two Gulf
neighbors share an impenetrable bond, pointing out
that the completion of the new terminal was a testa-
ment to the meteoric development seen in Kuwait.

Bahraini Finance Minister Sheikh Ahmad bin
Mohammad, as well as Minister of Transportation and
Telecommunications Kamal bin Ahmed also extended
their congratulations to Kuwait on the opening of the
new airport terminal. Kuwait’s ambassador to Manama
Sheikh Azzam Al-Sabah told KUNA that the opening of
the new terminal is a historic milestone that brings
Kuwait closer to achieving its development goals. 

Kuwait Airways
launches new...
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Canadian investments in Saudi Arabia were still
ongoing and would not be affected by the dispute, he
said. On Tuesday, Reuters reported that Canada plans
to seek help from United Arab Emirates and Britain to
defuse the row, citing sources familiar with the matter.
The Financial Times (FT) reported the Saudi central
bank and state pension funds had instructed their over-
seas asset managers to dispose of their Canadian equi-
ties, bonds and cash holdings “no matter the cost”, cit-
ing unidentified sources.

The central bank did not immediately respond to a
Reuters query for comment. A Canadian departmental
spokesperson said Global Affairs Canada continues to
seek clarity from the Saudi Arabian government on var-
ious issues. A source at a Saudi bank told Reuters the
bank was contacted by the central bank yesterday
afternoon asking for information about all their
Canadian exposure - investments in Canada and for-
eign exchange positions. The bank had received no
instructions to sell assets as they do not have any expo-
sure there, the source said.

Russia voiced support for Saudi Arabia in its worsen-
ing row with Canada, telling Ottawa it was unacceptable
to lecture the kingdom on human rights. Since rising to
power in 2015, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
has courted Western allies to support his reform plans,
offering billions of dollars of arms sales and promising
to fight radicalism in the kingdom. But the row threatens
to slow Riyadh’s foreign investment drive, a campaign

already unsettled by a series of assertive foreign policy
initiatives by the top oil exporter.

Inflows slowed in recent years mainly due to low oil
prices, but regional turmoil doesn’t help, critics of the
government say. “Saudi Arabia simply cannot afford to
alienate any other sections of the global community in
the midst of its unpopular military engagement in
Yemen, its indirect confrontation with Iran,” commenta-
tor Jamal Khashoggi wrote in the Washington Post. The
kingdom has taken several measures to punish Ottawa.
In addition to the trade freeze, Riyadh has stopped
sending patients to Canadian hospitals and “is coordi-
nating for the transfer of all Saudi patients from
Canadian hospitals ...” It was unclear how many Saudi
patients would be affected by the decision and how
many were covered by the kingdom’s healthcare system.
The government provides healthcare services through
several government agencies for public employees.

The kingdom has suspended educational exchanges
with Canada and moved Saudi scholars to other coun-
tries. Saudi state airline Saudi said it was suspending
flights to and from Toronto. Saudi Arabia’s main state
wheat buying agency told grains exporters it will no
longer accept Canadian-origin grains in international
tenders, European traders said.

Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau was
expected to hold a news conference in Montreal,
where he will be pressed on the diplomatic crisis. The
dispute may hurt what is a modest bilateral trade worth
nearly $4 billion a year. Canadian exports to Saudi
Arabia were about $1.12 billion in 2017, or 0.2 percent
of the total value of Canadian exports. Canada has
indicated it will not back down, despite the risk of
imperiling business deals including a $15 billion agree-
ment to sell Riyadh light armored vehicles.  If the deal
is scrapped, thousands of jobs could be lost in Canada,
experts say. — AFP
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The presidency did not specify where the first lady
was being treated, but the word “military” was printed
on a blanket visible in the picture, indicating she was

likely in a government-run military hospital. Born in
1975, the British-born former investment banker styled
herself as a progressive rights advocate and was seen
as the modern side of the Assad dynasty. She rarely
appeared in public during the first few years of the
uprising, but over the past two years has been much
more active at charity events. Asma, whose father is a
cardiologist and whose mother is a diplomat, has two
sons and a daughter with Assad. She married him in
2000. — AFP  
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Michigan state assembly, serving from 2009-14. She
has a law degree and has worked as an attorney for
social justice. 

Sally Howell, director of the Center for Arab
American Studies at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn who has known her for 25 years, described
Tlaib is “tough, capable and hard-working” and “very
charismatic”.  “She cares about people, about the com-
munity she grew up in,” Howell told AFP. “She was not
running as a Muslim per se, but as someone from south-
west Detroit... who happens to be a Muslim. But her
campaign was definitely picked up and championed by
the Muslim community which feels greatly maligned.”

In Aug 2016, Tlaib interrupted a Trump address in
Detroit, telling him “our children deserve better” and
imploring him to read the US Constitution, before being
grabbed by security guards and ejected from the hall.
“My mother, so upset, ‘you got arrested on national
TV’,” Tlaib told CNN. “I got detained. It’s fine. It was
the most American thing I could ever do.” She backs
equal pay for women, tuition-free college, public health-
care, LGBTQ rights, overturning Trump’s travel ban,
environmental protections and immigration reform that
includes a path to citizenship for those undocumented.

But if Tlaib’s seat is progressive, Trump was the first
Republican president to carry rust-belt Michigan since
1988. Three other Muslim women, in Arizona,
Massachusetts and Minnesota, still in congressional races
of their own, will now be hoping that a Tlaib bounce will
also help blaze a way for them. “I feel that her win is our
win,” candidate Tahirah Amatul-Wadud told AFP from
Massachusetts. “It is wonderful to be a part of the chang-
ing face of democracy and our country.” — AFP 
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DEARBORN, Michigan: The Ford Mustang - an iconic
American brand and a symbol of cool - reached a major
milestone yesterday as the 10 millionth vehicle rolled off
an assembly line at a Detroit-area plant. Ford marked the
occasion for the car, celebrated in American song and
film and recognized the world over as a quintessentially
American cultural export, with a big party and parade at
the Michigan headquarters.

It is a key moment for the carmaker, which is banking
on the Mustang’s wide appeal to help it grow global mar-
ket share. US sales of the model are declining, but they
are accelerating overseas. “The Mustang is the best-sell-
ing sports coupe in Germany, as well as in the United
States,” Ford CEO Jim Hackett boasted in remarks to rev-
elers assembled at Ford headquarters yesterday morning
to kick off the party. 

As it celebrates the milestone, Ford is appealing to the
sense of nostalgia for what is seen as the original “free-
dom vehicle” that exemplified the love of the open road.
After all, the car was named after a horse that still roams
free in the American West. “I can think of no other
American car that captures the love affair with the auto-
mobile that Americans have had,” automotive historian
John Heitmann of the University of Dayton told AFP. “It is
as American as one can have an American product.”

The Mustang germinated an entire subgenre of cars.
From a technical standpoint, the original 1965 model was
not meant as a muscle car intended to attract those who
gravitate to fast wheels. It was in fact one of the original
so-called “pony cars” - a smaller, affordable, practical
sibling of flashy sports cars intended to appeal to young
professionals, including women. But the Mustang became
an icon almost from the start, in no small part thanks to
marketing that would rival a modern-day iPhone launch. 

It debuted in the spring, at the 1964 New York World’s
Fair, far before other companies that announced their lat-
est offerings in the fall. It was hyped up in advance and
automotive industry journalists were on hand. Automotive
historian Bob Merlis, at the time a teenager, witnessed
the World’s Fair launch. “It was almost like pandemonium.
People were so excited about this car,” Merlis said. “It
was sort of a counterpoint to the very square, staid sta-
tion wagon ethos that Americans grew up with in subur-
bia,” he recalled. “It represented some kind of a freedom
vehicle. It embodied that.”

The car captured the public imagination, and that was
reflected in its popularity no the big screen. The car made
its first appearance in 1964 in a chase scene with Sean
Connery’s James Bond in “Goldfinger”, and American film
star Steve McQueen drove a Mustang in the 1968 thriller
“Bullitt” - cementing the car’s cool factor. It even
appealed overseas, appearing in the 1966 Oscar-winning
French film “A Man and a Woman” by Claude Lelouch.
And Wilson Pickett immortalized the car in “Mustang
Sally,” a rhythm and blues classic from 1966.

Ford has been playing up that nostalgic past. At this
year’s Detroit auto show, the company unveiled a new
limited-edition Bullitt Mustang, along with McQueen’s
original. For its celebration, Ford intends to highlight
Mustang owners’ loyalty to the brand by featuring the
first Mustang ever purchased - still owned by the origi-
nal purchaser. Mustang owners - known to form clubs
and restore older models-were called upon to bring
one Mustang for each year of the car’s existence to
Ford headquarters. 

Owners responded, and the company held a 32 km

parade yesterday morning from its headquarters in one
Detroit suburb to its Mustang assembly plant in anoth-
er. “It’s been part of my life for a long time,” Mike
Magri, owner of five different Mustangs since 1988,
told AFP while waiting for the parade to begin. The cel-
ebration is part of a strategic decision by the American
auto giant to focus attention on the sporty icon.
Mustangs soon will be one of only two passenger cars
from Ford - along with a crossover Focus - sold in
North America. All other Ford offerings will be trucks
and SUVs. 

Ford sold only about 81,000 Mustangs in 2017, a
mere 0.5 percent of the North American car market,
according to Autodata. But Mustang sales are growing
overseas. Auto industry analyst Karl Brauer of Kelly
Blue Book said Ford is banking on Mustang’s pull as a
cultural symbol. “It sells extremely well globally,”
Brauer said. “So clearly, there’s really a fan following.”
Since Ford began exporting Mustangs in 2015, it has
become the world’s best-selling sports coupe, accord-
ing to the company’s figures - including in China, which
by 2025 is projected to have twice the share of the
global car market compared to the US. —AFP 

Ford celebrates 10 millionth Mustang car

FLAT ROCK, Michigan: Employees surround Ford Motor’s 10 millionth  Mustang produced at its Flat Rock assembly yesterday. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: Suha Abdelhamid’s life has dramatically
improved over the past two months - thanks to the
removal of fortified roadblocks that had made her
daily commute in Iraq’s capital a misery.

Like people across Baghdad, the young dentist
finds a certain joy in rediscovering streets that were
previously behind a tortuously slow slalom of con-
crete barriers and checkpoints. “Before, I never
thought of passing through here” said Abdelhamid, as
she shopped in a small supermarket in her wealthy
home district of Al-Bounouk.

The removal of barriers and roadblocks is a work
in progress. After years of sectarian violence that cul-
minated in the Islamic State group seizing around a
third of Iraq in 2014, Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi
declared victory over the militants in December.
“More than 1,000 streets and alleyways have been
reopened in Baghdad since last year”, said General
Saad Maan, spokesman for the city’s security forces
high command. A total of “305 checkpoints and road-
blocks have been taken down and the campaign is
continuing”, he added.

The first concrete walls in the old city sprang up in
2007, as violence between Sunni and Shiite militias
intensified. The Sunni dominated Al-Adhamiya dis-
trict was the first to be sealed off by a “separation
wall”. Other neighborhoods followed. “In chasing and
terrorizing residents in mixed quarters, the 2005-08
civil war enabled the militias to establish homoge-
neous strongholds”, Iraq researcher and author
Caecilia Pieri told AFP.

In the decade since then, more than eight million
citizens and nearly two million vehicles have had to
endure daily jams in the capital, caused by the walls,
other barriers and security checks. But thanks to key
routes and feeder roads being reopened, traffic circu-
lation is now improving in some districts. 

For 27-year-old civil servant Ahmed Abdelrahman,
bringing his arthritic mother to a doctor in the largely

Sunni district of Al-Harthiya was once a nightmare.
The jams between security checks used to make the
journey a feat of endurance for her. But “everything
has changed since they shut the checkpoints and
reopened certain streets”, said Abdelrahman, helping
his mother out of the car and into the street.

The dismantling of the barriers has also seen
trade flow more freely. “We could not bring trucks in
and customers had to walk a long way to access the
shops”, said trader Rami Dhia in Al-Bounouk’s main
commercial street. Business “activity has soared by
four times” since the cement barriers were removed,
Dhia added. But Abdallah Ali, who sells children’s
clothes, will never forget the many years “when we
spent several days in a row selling nothing”. “Many
shops closed” because of the roadblocks, he
lamented.

While the economy took a hit from the check-
points and walls, their presence made law enforce-
ment easier, security specialist Hussein Allawi told
AFP. The gradual removal of the barriers is “proof
that security is improving and that victory has been
won over terrorism”, he said. “The next objective is to
bring Baghdad back to normal life”, he added. That
will require sustained peaceful cohabitation between
the Shiite and Sunni communities, Pieri said. “We
must hope that the dismantling of these walls will be
both the symptom and the cause of a real return to
this cohabitation”, she said. — AFP
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BAGHDAD: Iraqi drivers steer their cars next to
cement blocks on Aug 5, 2018. — AFP 


