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Close-fought Ohio election fuels 
Democratic hopes for November

WASHINGTON: A hotly contested race in Ohio
for a US House of Representatives seat that has
gone Republican for more than 30 years remained
too close to call yesterday, in an encouraging sign
for Democrats heading into the Nov. 6 elections.
Republican Troy Balderson led Democrat Danny
O’Connor by about 1,700 votes with all precincts
reporting, but the final result is likely to be days
away as state officials count more than 8,000 pro-
visional and absentee ballots.

Even if Balderson is eventually declared the
winner, the narrow margin is little comfort for
Republicans as they head into the November
vote. It is certain to hearten Democrats, who
performed dramatically better than expected.
The close Ohio special election has become a
referendum on Republican President Donald
Trump’s leadership and a last chance to gauge
Democratic strength ahead of November’s
midterm elections, in which the Republicans are
defending majorities in both the House of
Representatives and the Senate.

“This gives me optimism,” Democratic
National Committee Chairman Tom Perez told
CNN yesterday. Four other states held nominat-
ing contests, including a battle for governor in
Michigan in which a mainstream Democratic
candidate beat a progressive and a high-profile

conservative challenge to the incumbent
Republican governor in Kansas that was also still
too close to call yesterday.

The races highlighted the challenges both
parties face heading into November, with
Democrats facing the limits of their more liberal
wing in the US Midwest and national
Republicans split under Trump, whose voice still
appeared to drive his base to his preferred, more
firebrand choices that fellow conservatives wor-
ry could lose in the general election. The
Democratic race for governor in Michigan tested
the electoral power of the party’s progressive
wing. However, former Detroit health director
Abdul El-Sayed lost his bid to become the coun-
try’s first Muslim governor to a more moderate
Democrat, former state Senate leader Gretchen
Whitmer.

In Kansas, conservative firebrand and staunch
Trump ally Kris Kobach clung to a lead of less
than 200 votes in the Republican gubernatorial
primary over current Governor Jeff Colyer with
most votes counted. Both men had about 41 per-
cent of the vote in Kansas. Kobach has faced
criticism for his hard-line views on immigration
and efforts to remove voters from the rolls that
he said is necessary to fight voter fraud.

Ohio’s contest drew an avalanche of national

attention in recent weeks as opinion polls
showed it tightening, with Republicans and their
allies outspending Democratic groups by more
than 4 to 1. Trump took credit for the
Republican’s lead, saying on Twitter that
Balderson’s campaign took “a big turn for the
better” after he campaigned for him in the dis-
trict on Saturday. Other Republicans, including
Vice President Mike Pence and Ohio Governor
John Kasich, had also rushed to Balderson’s aid.

Trump won the district by 11 percentage
points in the White House race in 2016.
Republican Pat Tiberi won re-election to the
House by 37 percentage points but resigned
before finishing his term, triggering the special
election. O’Connor, who did not concede on
Tuesday, and Balderson will face off again in
November to serve a full two-year term. “The
fight continues,” O’Connor told MSNBC in an
interview on Wednesday, declining to say
whether he would seek a recount if one was not
automatically triggered. “We’re going to be
sprinting.”

The Ohio secretary of state’s office said it
could not yet declare a winner. Under state law,
absentee and provisional ballots cannot be
counted for 11 days with an automatic recount if
the margin of results is within 0.5 percent of the

votes cast. Democrats need to win 23 more seats
in the House and two in the Senate to control
Congress and put the brakes on Trump’s agenda.

All 435 House seats, 35 of 100 Senate seats and
36 of 50 governors’ offices are up for grabs in
November. — Reuters 

Statement by E3
FMs on the 
re-imposition 
of US sanctions

Here in lies a joint statement by High
Representative Federica Mogherini
and Foreign Ministers of E3 (Jean-

Yves Le Drian of France, Heiko Maas of
Germany, Jeremy Hunt of the United
Kingdom) on the re-imposition of US sanc-
tions due to its withdrawal from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) -
“We deeply regret the re-imposition of
sanctions by the US, due to the latter’s with-
drawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).”

“The JCPOA is working and delivering on
its goal, namely to ensure that the Iranian
programme remains exclusively peaceful, as
confirmed by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) in 11 consecutive
reports. It is a key element of the global
nuclear non-proliferation architecture, cru-
cial for the security of Europe, the region,
and the entire world. We expect Iran to con-

tinue to fully implement all its nuclear com-
mitments under the JCPOA.”

“The lifting of nuclear-related sanctions is
an essential part of the deal - it aims at hav-
ing a positive impact not only on trade and
economic relations with Iran, but most
importantly on the lives of the Iranian people.
We are determined to protect European
economic operators engaged in legitimate
business with Iran, in accordance with EU
law and with UN Security Council resolution
2231. This is why the European Union’s
updated Blocking Statute enters into force
on 7 August to protect EU companies doing
legitimate business with Iran from the impact
of US extra-territorial sanctions.”

“The remaining parties to the JCPOA
have committed to work on, inter alia, the
preservation and maintenance of effective
financial channels with Iran, and the continu-
ation of Iran’s export of oil and gas. On these,
as on other topics, our work continues,
including with third countries interested in
supporting the JCPOA and maintaining eco-
nomic relations with Iran. These efforts will
be intensified and reviewed at Ministerial
level in the coming weeks. Preserving the
nuclear deal with Iran is a matter of respect-
ing international agreements and a matter of
international security.” 

— Provided by the embassy of the
Federal Republic of Germany

Arid and ablaze, 
Europe battles
deadly heat
LISBON: Europe’s scorching heatwave has killed
nine people in a week in Spain, health authorities
said Tuesday, as stifling temperatures kindled wild-
fires in the country and neighboring Portugal
where a ferocious blaze encircled a resort town.
Weeks of nonstop sunshine and near-record tem-
peratures have caused droughts and seen tinder-
dry forests consumed by wildfires from the
Mediterranean to the Arctic Circle, in what many
fear could be the region’s new normal in an era of
climate change. The devastating effects of the
heatwave were visible from space, according to
images of swathes of arid landscape taken by the
German astronaut Alexander Gerst from the
International Space Station. “After several weeks of
night flying, I was able to take the first day pictures
of central Europe and Germany. The sight is shock-
ing. Everything that should be green is parched
and brown,” Gerst said on Twitter. 

Resorts threatened 
Spain and Portugal approached record temper-

atures at the weekend, with the mercury hitting
46.6 degrees Celsius (116 Fahrenheit) at El
Granado in Spain and 46.4 C in Alvega, Portugal,
according to the World Meteorological
Organisation (WMO). While the deadly hot spell is
expected to ease in parts of western Europe in the
coming days, firefighters in Spain and Portugal
struggled to contain wildfires that have swept
southern areas. In the southern Portuguese holiday
region, residents and tourists have been evacuated
from around an Algarve resort town as fire crews
struggled to extinguish wildfires that have raged for
days leaving 30 people injured, one seriously.
Hundreds of firefighters and soldiers used helicop-
ters and planes, as well as several hundred vehicles,
to douse the blaze around the mountain town of
Monchique as strong winds fanned the flames, with
meteorologists warning of “significant” gusts to
come. In the Valencia region of neighboring Spain
some 2,500 people were driven from their homes
overnight to escape flames that have already swept
across around 1,000 hectares, as fire crews strug-
gled to bring the fires under control. 

A spokesman for the regional health depart-
ment in the southwestern region of Extremadura,
near Portugal, said a 66-year-old man and a 75-
year-old woman who died in recent days had both

succumbed to heat stroke. This brings to nine the
number of people to have died as a direct conse-
quence of the heatwave.

Heat moving east 
While parts of Western Europe are forecast to

have a reprieve in the coming days, the sweltering
temperatures are expected to travel eastwards
across the region. “The same circulation pattern
persists which brings hot air from North Africa
over Europe, but this whole system is now moving
slowly to the east so the western parts of the conti-
nent will get cooler air from the Atlantic,” said
WMO spokeswoman Sylvie Castonguay. “This will
relieve the situation in most countries in south-
western Europe, while the hot weather conditions
will spread further to Eastern Europe.”

In France, violent thunderstorms brought an
end to the heatwave there but led to rail cancella-
tions with trees toppled and powerlines down in
some parts of the country. Gusts exceeded 100
kilometres per hour (62 mph) in the Somme and
Pas de Calais regions according to meteorologists.
Wildfires have sparked in parts of northern
Europe, with blazes still burning up to the Arctic
Circle in Sweden, which sizzled in record tempera-
tures in July that also caused mountain top glaciers
to melt, according to the WMO. The Arctic regions
of Finland and Norway have been so hot that they
have experienced 12 “tropical” nights so far this

year, with temperatures topping 20 C. Roughly a
thousand kilogrammes (a tonne) of dead fish have
been scooped from rivers and lakes in Switzerland
in recent days, as the heat raised water tempera-
tures. “We have been watching dead fish for sever-
al days floating down the Rhine,” Andreas Vogeli,
an official with the hunting and fisheries depart-
ment in northern Schaffhausen canton, told the
public broadcaster RTS.

The most severely affected area is the stretch of
the Rhine river that runs from Lake Constance to
the Rhine Falls. The cold-loving grayling, a member
of the salmon family, can struggle when water tem-
peratures exceed 20 C, but certain areas of the
Rhine have recorded temperatures above 27 C in
recent days. In Britain, the sustained heat has seen
a spike in cases of avian botulism reported among
wild waterbirds like swans and geese.

Botulism, a naturally occurring neurotoxin acti-
vated in warm weather by bacteria in silt, is passed
along to waterbirds through infected bugs, causing
paralysis. It is not contagious to humans. “Many
drown because they cannot lift their heads out of
the water,” Melanie Nelson, a trustee at the Swan
Sanctuary in southeast England, told AFP. “Whole
lakes are affected at a time meaning entire water-
bird communities become sick and die.”
Temperatures in southeast England were expected
to climb to 30 C on Tuesday before easing off for
the rest of the week. — AFP 

TOPEKA: Republican primary candidate for governor Kris Kobach and his wife Heather
speak to supporters just after midnight yesterday in a tight race with Jeff Colyer that
is too close to call. — AFP 

MONCHIQUE: A helicopter loads water to fight a wildfire, from a swimming pool in
Monchique in the Portuguese Algarve. — AFP 

The narrow margin is little comfort for Republicans

Manafort defense 
attorneys rip into
star witness
ALEXANDRIA: Defense attorneys for Donald
Trump’s former campaign chief Paul Manafort,
on trial for tax and bank fraud, sought to
shred the credibility of the prosecution’s key
witness on Tuesday, forcing him to reveal that
he had an extramarital affair and stole money
from his boss. Rick Gates, Manafort’s long-
time deputy, came in for a withering cross-
examination as he took the stand in a packed
federal courtroom in Alexandria, Virginia.

The 46-year-old, who has pleaded guilty
to conspiracy and is cooperating with the
government, began the day by describing how
he helped Manafort evade US taxes on mil-
lions of dollars earned from political consult-
ing work they did in Ukraine. Under question-
ing by prosecutor Greg Andres, Gates walked
the six-man, six-woman jury through the for-
eign bank accounts used by Manafort to
receive payments from Ukrainian politicians
— money that was not reported to the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS).

“He always had control over the accounts,”
Gates said of Manafort, and the income was
not reported to his bookkeepers, his account-
ants or the US tax authorities. When it was his
turn to question Gates, defense attorney
Kevin Downing went on the offensive, press-
ing him on what amount of time he would have
expected to face in prison had he not agreed
to cooperate with the government.

Gates conceded it was “in excess of 50 to
100 years,” but said any eventual sentence —
including avoiding jail by receiving probation
— would be up to a judge. Downing forced
Gates to admit he had stolen hundreds of
thousands of dollars from Manafort by filing
bogus personal expenses claims and that he
had engaged in an extramarital affair and kept
an apartment in London for that purpose.
“Were these payments for your secret life?”
Downing asked. “I acknowledge I had a peri-
od of time when I had another relationship,”
said Gates, who is married and has four chil-
dren. “I already admitted on the record that I
took unauthorized funds from Mr Manafort.”

Manafort, seated at the defense table,
stared intently at Gates while his defense
attorney hammered him with aggressive ques-
tions, but his former business partner carefully
avoided his gaze. 

“After all the lies you’ve told, and the fraud
you’ve committed, you expect the jury will
believe you?” Downing asked Gates. “I’m
here to tell the truth,” Gates replied. “Mr
Manafort had the same path. “I’m here. I’m
trying to change,” he said. Gates appeared to
be referring to his decision to enter into a
plea agreement with the office of Special
Counsel Robert Mueller in exchange for his
trial testimony. — AFP

35,000 to run in 
Syria local polls:
Commission
DAMASCUS: Almost 35,000 candidates are to
contest town council elections next month, in
Syria’s first local polls since war broke out in
2011, a leading newspaper reported yesterday.
“The candidacy committees from the provinces
accepted 34,553 candidacy requests for the
local administration elections... from more than
55,164 requests,” said Suleiman Al-Qaed, who
heads the Higher Judicial Committee for
Elections, quoted in Al-Watan. The elections are
set for September 18. 

Qaed told the paper, which is close to the
government, that 18,478 seats were up for grabs,
a slight increase from the roughly 17,000 seats
open in 2011. “A large number of villages were
transformed into municipalities, which is what
explains the increase in the local seats that are
being competed for,” Qaed said. But some
provinces submitted no requests at all, including
eastern Deir Ezzor, northeast Hasakeh, and
Daraa in the south, according to Al-Watan. 

Syrian government forces control the west-
ern half of Deir Ezzor province and its capital

city, but in Hasakeh they only hold a few posi-
tions in Qamishli and Hasakeh cities. Regime
troops recaptured all of Daraa province, typical-
ly seen as the “cradle” of Syria’s uprising, last
month. That has put Syria’s government in
charge of just under two-thirds of the country,
while jihadists, rebel forces and Kurdish militia
hold the rest. 

State news agency SANA has reported the
government would open special centers in Hama
city so people from areas outside regime control
— northwest Idlib and northern Raqa — could
still register as candidates. The country last held
parliamentary elections in 2016. A presidential
vote in 2014 renewed President Bashar Al-
Assad’s rule for another seven years. The new
local councils are expected to have increased
responsibilities. “There will be much more work
for the new council,” said the current secretary-
general of the Damascus provincial council,
Bashar Al-Haffar. “It will oversee the task of set-
ting development plans, suggesting investment
projects, and making practical decisions appro-
priate for the reconstruction phase,” said Haffar. 

With his troops comfortably in control of
much of the country, Assad said last month that
his top priority would be “reconstruction”.
Seven years of war in Syria have made public
services like water and electricity unavailable in
many areas and wrecked civilian infrastructure,
including hospitals and schools. — AFP 

ALEXANDRIA: Kevin Downing, attorney for former Trump campaign chairman Paul
Manafort, walks past journalists on his way to the Albert V Bryan US Courthouse on
the seventh day of Manafort’s trial. — AFP 

Malaysia told
to stop ‘policing’ 
women’s clothing 
KUALA LUMPUR; The Malaysian govern-
ment’s plan to introduce a dress code for
Muslim women in the workplace has sparked a
backlash from women’s rights groups, which
accuse officials of acting like “fashion police”.
Women in the Muslim-majority country, which
has a large population of ethnic and religious
minorities, have been barred from government
offices in the past for attire that officials
deemed as indecent, such as skirts or shorts.

Those who work in the civil service already
have to follow regulations that typically pro-
hibit women from wearing sleeveless tops or
skirts above knee level. But the government
has now said it is in the final stage of drawing
up guidelines for Muslim women in the private
sector, which will comply with Islamic princi-

ples. No details have been made public, but
Malaysian women’s rights groups condemned
the dress code. Tan Heang Lee of the
Women’s Aid Organization, branded it as
“dehumanizing”.

“There has been a trend where various
agencies attempt to police women’s bodies
and their clothing,” she said yesterday. “Why
is there this obsession with what women
wear? They should be focusing on women’s
talent and capability. The last thing we should
be thinking of is the length of a woman’s
skirt,” she told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.

Mujahid Yusof Rawa, a minister who over-
sees religious affairs, told parliament this
week that the guidelines are meant to pro-
tect Muslim women who wish to wear to
headscarves or other Islamic garb. Islamic
groups have previously complained about
policies at some hotels that reportedly
banned female frontline staff from wearing
headscarves. Some groups have also criti-
cized female flight attendant uniforms as
being too tight and un-Islamic. — Reuters


