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ASEAN ambassadors in Kuwait
celebrate 51st anniversary of bloc

Malaysian ex-premier Najib 
charged with money laundering

Ford celebrates 10 millionth 
Mustang, banks on car’s draw62 Chelsea set for record Kepa 

swoop as deadline looms24 28

Kuwait Airways launches new 
terminal with flight to Manama 

Bahraini leaders hail Kuwait’s achievements, honored to be destination of first flight from T4

News in brief

MANAMA: Editor-in-Chief of Kuwait Times Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan meets Bahraini
King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa at Al-Safriya Palace yesterday, after arriving with a
Kuwaiti government and media delegation onboard an inaugural Kuwait Airways
flight to the Bahraini capital from its new Terminal 4 building.  

By Faten Omar and Agencies  

KUWAIT/MANAMA: Kuwait Airways yes-
terday launched its new Terminal 4 (T4) with
an inaugural flight to Bahrain. The flight
marked the official start of operations at T4,
which will be fully operational by the end of
August. Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf said
Kuwait is proud of the achievements and
commended efforts exerted by the Ministry
of Public Works, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation and governmental and supervi-
sory authorities to get Kuwait back on the
right track. He said the building will con-
tribute to boosting operations at the airport
by 10 percent, especially as its opening coin-
cides with the most important period of the
year - the hajj season. Hajraf added that the
new terminal will also provide employment
opportunities for the national cadre.

Chairman of Kuwait Airways Yousef Al-
Jassim said initial operations will start from
Aug 15, when four commercial flights will be
operated - the destinations will be decided
later. The number of flights is expected to
increase by the end of September. He said that
for the first time in the history of Kuwait,
Kuwait Airways has its own building, stressing
the company’s keenness to gradually increase
the number of regular daily flights to 92. 

Jassim said with the new building, Kuwait

Airways will avoid many of the obstacles
encountered in the provision of services at
the main airport (T1) due to heavy pressure
because of the increasing numbers of passen-
gers of various airlines operating from that
building. He said 25 of the latest aircraft will
operate from the T4 building with a target of
serving almost 4.6 million passengers by the
end of this year and adding 33,600 regular
flights annually to connect 43 cities in 26
countries. “The new building will play an
important role in supporting the services

offered by Kuwait Airways to its customers.
The T4 and the T5 buildings of Kuwait
Airways will reduce pressure on the main air-
port by 60 percent,” added Jassim.

Minister of State for Housing Affairs Jenan
Bushehri said the launch of the first flight
from the new terminal is a step towards
strengthening relations between Kuwait and
Bahrain, thanking the authorities and leaders
in Bahrain for their warm hospitality. “The
brotherly relationship between the two coun-
tries is far too great to be described in simple
words,” she added. Bushehri noted that the
airport has a capacity of 22 million passen-
gers annually and efforts are being made with

the executing company to complete all its
activities, as the aim of the airport is to com-
pete with the world’s largest companies. 

Meanwhile, Bahraini King Hamad bin Isa
Al-Khalifa congratulated Kuwait Airways on
the success of its inaugural flight after desig-
nating Bahrain as its first destination, which
reflects outstanding relations and advanced
cooperation. The Bahraini leader hailed
Kuwait’s landmark achievements under the
wise leadership of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, which comes in
line with his vision to turn Kuwait into a world-
class business and financial center by 2035. 

The Bahraini king made his remarks during
a reception at Al-Safriya Palace of the visiting
Kuwaiti government and media delegation.
King Hamad also extended greetings and
good wishes to HH the Amir and HH the
Crown Prince, hailing deep-rooted historic
and steadily-growing relations binding the
two countries and peoples. The Bahraini
leader praised as well the stances of Kuwaiti
leadership and people in support of Bahrain
in all circumstances, taking pride in the solid
historic ties between the two countries. 

The Kuwaiti delegation expressed thanks
and appreciation to the Bahraini king, hailing
strong fraternal relations binding the two
countries and peoples.
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Kids shouldn’t head footballs

LONDON: The debate over the damage inflicted
by heading a football took another turn yesterday as
a leading expert in brain injuries said children under
the age of 18 should not be allowed to. Dr Bennett
Omalu, who was the first specialist to discover how
American footballers were affected by the brain dis-
ease chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE), told
the BBC he realized his remarks might jar with some
people but that society was evolving. “No child
under the age of 18 should be heading the ball in
soccer,” said the 49-year-old Nigeria-born
American. “The human brain floats like a balloon
inside your skull so when you head the ball you suf-
fer brain damage,” said Omalu. “It does not make
sense to control an object travelling at a high veloci-
ty with your head.” —  AFP 

Researchers find WhatsApp flaw

PARIS: Researchers at Israeli cybersecurity firm
said yesterday they had found a flaw in WhatsApp
that could allow hackers to modify and send fake
messages in the popular social messaging app.
CheckPoint said the vulnerability gives a hacker the
possibility “to intercept and manipulate messages
sent by those in a group or private conversation” as
well as “create and spread misinformation”.
WhatsApp said in a statement: “We carefully
reviewed this issue and it’s the equivalent of altering
an email to make it look like something a person nev-
er wrote.” However, WhatsApps said: “This claim has
nothing to do with the security of end-to-end
encryption, which ensures only the sender and recip-
ient can read messages sent on WhatsApp.” — AFP 

Cave boys, coach get citizenship 

BANGKOK: Thailand yesterday granted citizenship
to stateless members of the football team rescued from
a cave last month in a saga which gripped the world.
Thailand is home to around 480,000 stateless people,
according to the UN refugee agency. The long-
ignored issue came into focus during the rescue mis-
sion when it was revealed that four of those trapped
inside lacked citizenship, including the coach, prompt-
ing calls for the government to fast-track applications.
“Today all of you get Thai citizenship,” Mae Sai district
chief Somsak Khanakham said in a ceremony yester-
day at a local office, as they were handed national ID
cards. Citizenship requests for some 20 other people,
most of them children, were also approved, he added.
Somsak told AFP that the “Wild Boars incident” had
nothing to do with the development and said they had
merely qualified. — AFP 

RIYADH/DUBAI: Saudi Arabia said yes-
terday there is no room for mediation in
the kingdom’s deepening diplomatic dis-
pute with Canada, and that Ottawa knew
what it needed to do to “fix its big mis-
take”. “There is nothing to mediate. A mis-
take has been made and a mistake should
be corrected,” Foreign Minister Adel Al-
Jubeir told a news conference in Riyadh.
In an indication that the quarrel may
worsen, Jubeir said that the kingdom was
still “considering additional measures”

against Canada, but did not elaborate.
Saudi Arabia on Sunday froze new

trade with Canada and expelled the
Canadian ambassador in retaliation for
Ottawa’s call to free arrested Saudi civil
society activists. It also ended state-
backed educational and medical pro-
grams in Canada, making plans to relo-
cate tens of thousands of Saudi students
and patients to other countries.
Responding to a question about the rea-
son for the activists’ arrests, Jubeir said
that charges against them would be
made public once their cases reach the
courts, repeating earlier allegations that
they had been in touch with foreign enti-
ties. “The matter is not about human
rights; it is a matter of national security,”
the minister said.

Continued on Page 24
RIYADH: Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir gives a press conference in the capi-
tal yesterday. — AFP 

Riyadh rules 
out mediation 
in Canada row

Syria first lady 
diagnosed with 
breast cancer

DAMASCUS: Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad sits
next to his wife Asma as she begins treatment for ear-
ly-stage breast cancer yesterday. — AFP 

DAMASCUS: The wife of Syrian President Bashar
Al-Assad has begun treatment for early-stage
breast cancer, the presidency said yesterday. “Asma
Al-Assad is beginning the first stage of treatment
for a malignant tumor in the breast that was discov-
ered at an early stage,” the presidency announced
on its social media accounts. The announcement
came with a photo of the first lady in loose clothing
and trainers, sitting on a chair in a hospital room
with an intravenous drip inserted in her left hand.
She was smiling at her husband, who sat to her right. 

Continued on Page 24

NEW YORK: Rashida Tlaib, a moth-
er of two and daughter of Palestinian
immigrants once detained for disrupt-
ing a Donald Trump speech, made
history yesterday, poised to become
the first Muslim woman in US
Congress. The 42-year-old former
social worker won a Democratic pri-
mary in Detroit safe seat. With no
Republican or third-party candidates,
she is positioned to enter the House of
Representatives after November
midterm elections. “Thank you so
much for making this unbelievable
moment possible. I am at a loss for
words,” she tweeted. “I cannot wait to
serve you in Congress.”

Her defeat of five other candi-
dates tees her up to become the first
Muslim woman in Congress, 12 years
after Minnesota’s Keith Ellison
became the first Muslim in the US
House of Representatives. She would
also be the first Palestinian-
American woman elected to the
House. Representative Andre
Carson, elected in 2008 and from
Indiana, is the only other Muslim
currently in Congress.

Tlaib is one of scores of Muslims
and hundreds of women running in

record numbers in elections up and
down the country this year, most of
them part of a groundswell of
Democratic opposition to the
Republican president. Video footage
shared on social media showed an
emotional Tlaib surrounded by
ecstatic supporters and hugged by
her mother, who comes from a village
in the West Bank, where extended
family were cheering her on. “They’re
glued to the TV. My grandmother, my
aunts, my uncles in Palestine are sit-
ting by and watching their grand-
daughter,” she said tearfully.

She has called Trump’s election a
“bat signal” for all women and
described her run as very personal,
motivated by her sons’ anxiety about
being Muslims amid increased
Islamophobia in America. The Pew
Research Center estimates that
around 3.45 million Muslims live in
the United States, making up about
1.1 percent of the total US popula-
tion. “Me being elected is a big mes-
sage to the whole country that we
are part of the government. We are
part of society and that we want to
give back just like anyone else,”
Tlaib told CBS News last May.

“‘Clear out the room boys, let’s put
some women there... Let’s deal with
all these crises that we have in our
country. It’s about time that maybe
we get an opportunity to take a stab
at it’,” she added.

She now stands to replace 89-
year-old John Conyers, who resigned
after 52 years in the House following
sexual harassment accusations. Her
two-year congressional term is
scheduled to start in January.
Twenty-eight-year-old political
novice Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez,
whose own insurgent win in a New
York primary jolted the Democratic
establishment in June, was among
those who congratulated her yester-
day. Born and raised in southwest
Detroit, Tlaib was also the first
Muslim woman elected to the 
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