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2020 Olympic chief pushes 
for a daylight saving time

TOKYO: The chief organizer of the Tokyo 2020
Olympics appealed yesterday for Japan to introduce
daylight saving time to reduce the effect of the
extreme summer heat on athletes and spectators. “I
want them to use the Olympics as a way to give a max-
imum push for the project,” said former prime minister
Yoshiro Mori after meeting current premier Shinzo
Abe. Japan is currently sweating through a deadly
heatwave that has seen the mercury top 40 degrees in
some parts of the country and sparked fears over the
well-being of participants at the 2020 games.

Abe responded by urging members of his ruling
Liberal Democratic Party to consider the plan, accord-
ing to Toshiaki Endo, a former Olympic minister who
attended the meeting. Japan adopted daylight saving
time in 1948 under US occupation after defeat in
World War II but scrapped it four years later amid
concerns it was encouraging longer work hours. The
idea has won favor from some in business and politics
as a way to allow the famously hard-working Japanese
to enjoy longer summer evenings with their families.
But critics say extending daylight hours risks people
staying in the office longer, hindering official efforts to
clamp down on overtime. 

In Tokyo, the sun sets at around 7pm, even at the
height of summer. Government spokesman Yoshihide
Suga told reporters that it was just one proposal
among many to mitigate the effects of the heat.
“However, the measure would have a significant impact
on the everyday lives of the Japanese people and we
only have two years before the event,” Suga warned.
He said officials were drafting plans to lessen the
impact of the hot weather, including early starting
times for competitions and laying special pavement to

reduce road surface temperature. “We are already tak-
ing comprehensive and thorough measures,” he said.

Facial recognition system
Tokyo 2020 will be the first Olympics to use facial

recognition technology to increase security around all
venues, the organizers announced yesterday. Games
organizers have linked up with Japanese telecommuni-
cations and information technology giant NEC to
develop the first system of this kind to be implement-
ed at an Olympics. The technology, which was demon-
strated to the media at an event in the Japanese capi-
tal, will use IC chips within identification cards to
automatically verify the identity of those entering over
40 venues.

More than 300,000 athletes and Games staff will
have to submit photographs to a database before the
Olympics start in July 2020. “Every time they enter the
facility, they have to do a security check,” explained
Tokyo 2020’s head of security Tsuyoshi Iwashita.
“Tokyo’s venues doesn’t always have enough space for
the security check or even space to wait for the securi-
ty check. When the events are happening, we expect
many people to come and the weather will be very hot.
This is why we introduced this facial recognition.”

The system will not be aimed at spectators and will
instead concentrate on strengthening security and
decreasing waiting times for athletes. “More than 40
facilities, including the main stadium, International
Broadcast Centre, the Olympic village and so on, will
have the facial recognition system,” said NEC Senior
Vice President Masaaki Suganuma. 

“Athletes, Games staff, volunteers and the media
will have this recognition.” NEC said they tested the

technology during the Rio 2016 Olympics and that
the technology has already been implemented in vari-
ous locations, including airports. During the demon-
stration to media, the technology correctly identified
a string of people, including those in wheelchairs and

of varying heights, which is a key feature of NEC’s
system. Suanuma said: “99.7 percent of the time, the
face is recognized by the system correctly. “This
number will not change according to nationality or if
big or small.”—Agencies 

Tokyo 2020 to up security with facial recognition system

TOKYO: Japanese swimmer Kosuke Hagino (2nd left), Canadian swimmer Kylie Masse (3rd left), Tokyo 2020
Olympic Games mascot Miraitowa and Paralympic mascot Someity (4th left) pose in front of the 2020 Tokyo
Olympic Aquatics Centre yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: Ball-tampering, verbal abuse and
on-field confrontations are threatening the
spirit of cricket and recent poor behavior by
players has to stop, International Cricket
Council (ICC) boss David Richardson has
said. Richardson also took aim at players
claiming confusion over ball-tampering rules,
saying the laws were clear and their com-
plaints “disingenuous” in a speech at the
MCC’s Colin Cowdrey Lecture at Lord’s.

“The phrase ‘it’s just not cricket’ is not an
accident, it’s because cricket’s DNA is based
on integrity and people know that cricket
represents something more than a game,”
Richardson said. “We have seen too much
behavior of late that puts that in jeopardy and
it has to stop. “Sledging that amounts to no
more than personal abuse, fielders giving
send-offs to batsmen who have been dis-
missed, unnecessary physical contact, players
threatening not to play in protest against an
umpire’s decision and ball tampering. “This
isn’t the version of our sport that we want to
project to the world.”

Cricket’s image has taken a battering in
recent months, with former Australia captain
Steve Smith and two of his players slapped
with long bans for the Cape Town ball-tam-
pering scandal in March. The same test series
against South Africa was also marred by an
off-field altercation between Austral ia’s
David Warner and Quinton de Kock, and a
string of code of conduct violations by play-
ers on both sides. Ugly incidents involving
players undermining officials have also tar-
nished the game, with Bangladesh captain
Shakib Al Hasan sanctioned after threatening
to take his team off  the ground over an
umpiring decision in a Twenty20 match
against Sri Lanka in March.

Sri Lanka captain Dinesh Chandimal, coach
Chandika Hathurusinghe and manager Asanka
Gurusinha were all sanctioned last month
after the team refused to take the field for
two hours in a June test match against West
Indies in protest  after Chandimal  was
charged with ball-tampering. The ICC intro-
duced tougher punishments for ball-tamper-
ing last month, but South Africa captain Faf
du Plessis, who has twice fallen foul of the
rules, remarked that he needed more “clarity”
over what was permitted.

Richardson said the rules were already
clear enough. “Over the last few months I’ve
read comments from players requesting guid-
ance on what is allowed in relation to the
ball,” he said. “Asking if they can chew gum,
wear sunscreen or drink a sugary drink, and
to be brutally honest, I find this a little disin-
genuous. “The laws are simple and straight-
forward - do not change the condition of the
ball using an artificial substance. “If you are
wearing sunscreen, sucking a mint or chewing
gum with the intent of using the cream or
sugary saliva on the ball, you are ball-tam-
pering.” — Reuters

Ball-tampering, 
abuse threaten 
cricket’s ‘DNA’ 

ST LOUIS: Three-times major champion Jordan Spieth can
achieve the ‘Career Grand Slam’ at this week’s PGA
Championship, the final major of the year, but the young
American is just as likely to deliver his latest memorable
near miss. Spieth arrives at Bellerive Country Club in St
Louis needing a victory to become only the sixth player to
win all four modern majors - joining Gene Sarazen, Ben
Hogan, Gary Player, Jack Nicklaus and Tiger Woods.

The 25-year-old Spieth has made a habit of etching his
name next to the giants of the game, and his path to golf’s
elite club has been all kinds of spectacular. Last month’s
Open Championship at Carnoustie provided the latest
glimpse into Spieth’s brilliance and flaws. He charged to the
top and held a share of the lead entering the final round,
only to disintegrate into the Scottish links with a five-over-
par 76 that dropped him well out of contention.

Somehow, though, the experience left Spieth more
inspired than discouraged. “I believe that my best golf has
yet to come, absolutely,” he told reporters. “Even better
than (2015), all that, yeah. It’s all there, and it’s moving in
the right direction. So I’m actually very pleased coming
out of this week.” To anyone other than Spieth himself, he
seems a great distance from his hallmark 2015 form when
he captured the Masters and US Open, finished tied for
fourth at the Open Championship and was runner-up at

the PGA. Last week’s outing at the WGC Bridgestone
Invitational saw Spieth finish tied 60th and added to a
season of inconsistency.

Mercurial golf
It has now been more than a year since he recorded a

PGA Tour victory. The 2017 Open Championship at Royal
Birkdale was Spieth’s last triumph and a keen reminder of
his mercurial golf, after he squandered a three-shot lead in
four holes only to channel his most sublime play to seize the
Claret Jug. The 2016 Masters is the flipside for Spieth - he
lost a five-shot lead on the back nine during a collapse that
echoed far beyond the reach of Augusta National. “I believe

that going through struggles, you start to realise where your
tendencies are and how to compensate for it and turn them
into advantages,” Spieth said last month. “I think that I have
that going for me.” What Spieth always seemed to have
going for him during his best days was his magic with the
putter. During his hot stretches, 50-footers and 10-footers
felt equally destined to find the hole. Spieth is confusingly
near the bottom of the PGA Tour this season in strokes
gained putting and admits that his limited number of
chances to win has been frustrating. Regardless of form, he
has a knack of taking residence on major championship
leaderboards. His final outcomes, however, have become
golf’s most suspenseful drama. — Reuters

Unpredictable
Spieth seeks Grand
Slam at PGA
Championship

ST LOUIS: Jordan Spieth of the United States plays a shot from a bunker during a practice round prior to the
2018 PGA Championship at Bellerive Country Club in St Louis. — AFP 

CALIFORNIA: Venus Williams avoided an upset at the
hands of fellow American Caroline Dolehide, holding off
the 19-year-old 7-5, 6-1 to claim her first round match
at the Rogers Cup on Monday. Williams, coming off a
disappointing quarter-final loss at the Silicon Valley
Classic last week, fell down a break early but recovered
to turn back her dangerous opponent. “I think she had
a really great second serve,” Williams told reporters, of
Dolehide. “I think I got a better feel for it in the second
set. In the first set, I was still figuring it out.”

Dolehide displayed her full potential in March when
she nearly took down world number one Simona Halep
at Indian Wells. Against Williams, the young player lost
momentum late as Williams claimed 12 of the final 14
games of the match. The only two other seeds in action
during the opening day were ninth seed Karolina
Pliskova and 10th seed Julia Goerges who both won.
Pliskova beat Katerina Siniakova 6-4 6-4 while
Goerges overcame Timea Babos 3-6 7-6(3) 6-4.
Among those yet to play are top-ranked Halep and
number two Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark. The top
eight seeds all received first-round byes. 

Serena struggling
Meanwhile, Serena Williams was in a “funk” last

week because she felt her hectic schedule was not
leaving her enough time to care for her 11-month old
daughter, the 23-time grand slam champion said in a
social media post on Monday. The 36-year-old
American pulled out of the Rogers Cup in Montreal on
Saturday citing “personal issues”, days after she was
beaten 6-1 6-0 by Johanna Konta in the first round of
the Silicon Valley Classic, the most lopsided defeat of
her career. 

“Last week was not easy for me. Not only was I
accepting some tough personal stuff, but I just was in a
funk,” Williams said in an Instagram post. “Mostly, I felt
like I was not a good mom,” “I read several articles that
said postpartum emotions can last up to 3 years if not
dealt with. I like communication best. Talking things
through with my mom, my sisters, my friends let me
know that my feelings are totally normal.

“It’s totally normal to feel like I’m not doing enough
for my baby.” Williams said feeling overwhelmed was a
normal part of being a new mother and encouraged
anyone struggling through a rough patch to stay posi-
tive. “We have all been there. I work a lot, I train, and
I’m trying to be the best athlete I can be,” she said.
“However, that means although I have been with her
every day of her life, I’m not around as much as I would
like to be. “Most of you moms deal with the same thing.
Whether stay-at-home or working, finding that balance
with kids is a true art. You are the true heroes. “I’m here
to say: if you are having a rough day or week-it’s ok-I
am, too!!! There’s always tomm!” — Agencies 

Venus survives 
Dolehide scare 
in Rogers Cup 

MONTREAL: Venus Williams serves against Caroline
Dolehide during day one of the Rogers Cup at IGA
Stadium on August 6, 2018. — AFP 

LONDON: Ollie Pope hopes to follow in the footsteps of
fellow 20-year-old Surrey rising star Sam Curran during
England’s Test series with India. Top-order batsman Pope is
set to make his England debut at Lord’s later this week
after being called into the squad for the second Test in
place of the dropped Dawid Malan. County colleague
Curran starred with both bat and ball as England beat India
by 31 runs in the first Test at Edgbaston last week to go 1-0
up in the five-match series. Now Pope, who has played just
15 first-class matches, would love the chance to prove, as
Curran did in Birmingham, the old adage that ‘if you’re
good enough you’re old enough’ right. “The way he
(Curran) played last week can give me confidence to know
I can do it,” Pope told reporters at Lord’s on Tuesday.

“I’ve played with him since we were 14 or 15 - as soon
as he came over from Zimbabwe — and we’ve gone
through the same path. “I’ve had a good season so far. I
have confidence in my own game to take the next step. You
hear stories of some of the greats of the game, people like
Alastair Cook. I think he was 20 when he made his debut,
so it’s not like it hasn’t been done before.” Pope has been in
brilliant form for County Championship leaders Surrey this
season, scoring 684 runs at a huge average of 85.50,
including three centuries and a top score of 158 not out. 

He also made an unbeaten fifty for the second-string
England Lions in a 253-run win over India A in a first-class
fixture at Worcester last month. But if England decide to
bat Pope in Malan’s number four position, when the second
Test starts on Thursday, he will be two places up the order
from the number six berth he usually occupies at Surrey.
Pope, asked if he would be ready to bat at number four,
replied: “If required, yes. Especially against this India side,
where they bowl a lot of spin. “It’s not massively different.
When I bat at six sometimes I’ve been in the 10th over,
other times I’m in for the second new ball,” he added. “In
the four to six region I don’t think there’s a massive differ-
ence in the way you play.”— AFP 

Curran’s example 
inspires England 
new boy Pope


