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The sanctions reimposed yesterday, which target
access to US banknotes and key industries such as cars
and carpets, were unlikely to cause immediate econom-
ic turmoil.  Iran’s markets were actually relatively buoy-
ant, with the rial strengthening by 20 percent since
Sunday after the government relaxed foreign exchange
rules and allowed unlimited, tax-free gold and currency
imports. But the second tranche, which kicks in on Nov
5 and targets Iran’s vital oil sector, could be far more
damaging - even if several key customers such as
China, India and Turkey have refused to significantly
cut their purchases. 

In a statement on Monday before the sanctions were
reimposed, Trump said he was “open to reaching a
more comprehensive deal” with Iran, which covered “its
ballistic missile program and its support for terrorism”.
But his Iranian counterpart Hassan Rouhani dismissed
the idea of talks while crippling sanctions were in
effect. “They want to launch psychological warfare
against the Iranian nation,” Rouhani said in speech
broadcast live on state television. 

“Negotiations with sanctions doesn’t make sense. If
you stab someone with a knife and then you say you
want talks, then the first thing you have to do is remove
the knife,” he said. “We are always in favor of diploma-
cy and talks...But talks need honesty,” Rouhani said. He
dismissed the proposal for talks as a stunt to sow chaos
in Iran and confuse American voters at home ahead of
mid-term elections in November. He said Washington
was becoming isolated internationally and would come
to regret imposing sanctions against the views of its
allies and other world powers. 

European governments are infuriated by Trump’s
strategy, which has prompted many of their large firms
to leave Iran for fear of US penalties. Daimler said it
had “suspended our already limited activities in Iran in
accordance with the applicable sanctions”. British
Foreign Office Minister Alastair Burt said that the
“Americans have really not got this right”. The nuclear
deal was important “not only to the region’s security

but the world’s security,” he told the BBC.
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif told

reporters the global reaction to Trump’s move showed
that the US was diplomatically “isolated”. Iran ally Syria
branded Washington’s move “illegal under international
law”. “The US administration’s policies have a proclivity
for hegemony and arrogance,” said a foreign ministry
official, quoted by state news agency SANA. Russia’s
foreign ministry said it was “deeply disappointed” by
the return of sanctions, adding that it would do “every-
thing necessary” to save the 2015 nuclear deal.

Zarif yesterday welcomed to Tehran his North
Korean counterpart, Ri Yong Ho, as Pyongyang also
faces US pressure to scrap its nuclear capabilities. Ri is
on a two-day visit to Tehran, and is due to meet
Rouhani today. Fars news agency said the two sides
discussed “bilateral relations and regional issues in the
Middle East”, without giving further details. 

Most Iranians see US hostility as a basic fact of life,
so their frustration is largely directed at their own lead-
ers for not handling the situation better. “Prices are ris-
ing again, but the reason is government corruption, not
US sanctions,” said Ali, a 35-year-old decorator in
Tehran. Long-running discontent over high prices,
unemployment, water shortages and the lack of political
reform has sparked numerous protests over the past
week, though verifiable information is scarce due to
heavy reporting restrictions. 

Many hope and believe that Iran’s leaders will “drink
the poison cup” and negotiate with the US eventually.
There have been rumors that Trump and Rouhani could
meet in New York in September on the sidelines of the
UN General Assembly - though Rouhani reportedly
rejected US overtures for a meeting at last year’s event.
Two countries that have welcomed the tough new US
policy are Iran’s regional rivals, Israel and Saudi Arabia.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu hailed the
renewed sanctions as “an important moment for Israel, for
the US, for the region, for the whole world”. Iran’s curren-
cy has lost around half its value since Trump announced
the US would withdraw from the nuclear pact. But the last
two days have seen the rial’s value surge by a fifth follow-
ing the arrest of the central bank’s currency chief and new
plans being announced. The new rules mean foreign
exchange bureaus will reopen after a disastrous attempt
to fix the value of the rial in April backfired spectacularly,
with corrupt traders making a fortune out of a mush-
rooming black market. — Agencies 

Trump warns against
business with Iran...

NEW DELHI: India’s top court yesterday ordered the
government to explain what it was doing to prevent
rape at state-run children’s homes as horrific details
emerge of sex abuse rings. Narendra Modi’s political
opponents also seized on the scandals at two govern-
ment-run facilities, accusing the prime minister of
keeping quiet about India’s record of rape. Police are
investigating the sexual assault of dozens of girls at the
shelters in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. The states are gov-
erned in coalition or outright by Modi’s Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

The Supreme Court yesterday, hearing a plea into
the Bihar case, admonished the Modi government’s
record in tackling rape. “Every six hours, a woman is
raped in India,” declared a three-judge bench in New
Delhi. “What is to be done? Girls and women are get-
ting raped left, right and center.” The Delhi Commission
for Women Monday announced a committee to audit all

government shelters across the national capital.
Congress party leader Rahul Gandhi yesterday

attacked Modi over the issue, saying the prime minister
was vocal on all subjects “but not women”. “Women are
being raped in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and so many other
states but the prime minister is quiet,” the main opposi-
tion leader told supporters in Delhi. India’s treatment of
women has attracted global scrutiny since the gang-
rape and murder of a young student on a New Delhi
bus in 2012 made international headlines.

Her brutal murder sparked nationwide protests and
led to tougher sentences for perpetrators. But sex
crimes remain rampant and activists say women are
reluctant to come forward, meaning the real figure for
rapes is much higher than recorded. Indians took to the
streets in April in numbers not seen in years after
details emerged of the rape and murder of a Muslim
infant and the separate assault on a teenager by a BJP

state lawmaker.
Police rescued 24 girls and shut down a care home

that had been operating illegally in northern India after
a youngster living there fled and complained to officers
about sexual exploitation. They arrested four people on
suspicion of trafficking and closed the home that has
been operating in Deoria district in northern Uttar
Pradesh, 325 km from the state capital Lucknow, police
said after Monday’s rescue.

This is the second instance of sexual abuse in homes
for destitute children in less than a month after 29 girls
were alleged to have been raped and tortured in Bihar
state, sparking national outrage and demands for such
homes to be investigated. Sexual and physical abuse
are common in care homes, where many children are
not orphans but placed in care by parents who are too
poor to feed, clothe and shelter them, campaigners say.

“We have sealed the shelter home and arrested a

couple who managed the shelter,” said Ganesh Prasad
Saha, a senior police official in Deoria. He did not give
details about the other two arrested. A case of alleged
trafficking and illegal adoption has been registered.
Local media reports said 18 girls were missing from the
Uttar Pradesh shelter home run by the couple, but Saha
said the police could not confirm that.

Deoria district magistrate Amit Kishore confirmed
the four arrests and said the authorities had previously
revoked the shelter home’s license, but it had remained
open. Media reports said Uttar Pradesh’s Women and
Child Welfare Department revoked the license in June
2017 after detecting large-scale irregularities. India has
about 7,300 care shelters, which are home to some
230,000 children, the National Commission for the
Protection of Child Rights estimates. About 1,300 of
them are unregistered, which means they operate ille-
gally with little or no oversight. — Agencies 
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LONDON: Faced with long, tiring commutes that make it
impossible to go home until the end of the day and rushing
to keep up with the fast pace of modern city living,
Londoners are paying to sleep. In dark rooms scented
with lavender and supplied with ear plugs and eye masks,
busy travellers, sore-headed partygoers and new parents
desperate for a nap can rest in a so-called sleep pod for
£18 ($23) an hour.

Pop & Rest was co-founded in London’s trendy
Shoreditch area by Mauricio Villamizar, who said he aimed
to “flood” the city with nap pods, setting them up in railway
stations, offices and universities. “There is a need for actu-
ally getting private space in the middle of the city. We like
to call it an oasis of peace,” Villamizar told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. The pods - which are popping up in
cities across the globe, from New York to Madrid - were
inspired by the rise in remote working and long commutes,
he said, as well as the popularity of third spaces such as
coffee shops, that are neither home nor the office.

Britain is experiencing a housing crisis as homebuilding
has declined since the 1970s, driving up property prices
faster than wages. That is forcing city workers to live fur-
ther away from the center, Villamizar said. The number of
workers facing commutes over two hours has risen 34 per-
cent over the last 10 years, according to the Trade Union
Congress, Britain’s umbrella union group, with Londoners
taking the longest to get to and from work.

With more people working further from their homes,
eating out and using 24-hour gyms, some see sleeping on-
the-go as a natural extension of busy lifestyles, while oth-
ers worry it is outsourcing the concept of the home.
Nancy, a London tourist from Amsterdam, said that “the
city can be quite tiring and you just want to find a place
where you can relax a bit”. “I think this could be an addi-

tion to the home, so why not?”
Event marketer Sinead Khan said the sleep pods

reflected the impact of high property prices on people’s
lives. “There’s a little bit of a moral issue with charging
people to sleep, but at the same time this is a city and with
the price of houses and property being so high it’s still a
space, and that’s got to be a commodity,” she said. “It’s just
the way the world is moving... but I don’t think it will ever
replace the concept of having a base that you come to and
a home, because there is no place like home.”

Regular user and sports massage therapist Victoria
Hickman, 24, said the sleep pods offer more privacy and
comfort than sleeping in a park or elsewhere in the city
and suit her busy freelance lifestyle. “I’d rather spend my
money actually recharging and having a really good sleep
rather than going to a coffee shop and depending on caf-
feine or buying food just to keep my body awake,” said
Hickman. “Sleep is such a vital part of health and I think
because there’s such a change in how we’re thinking about
wellbeing, especially in cities and they’re so fast-paced... it
(sleep pods) will definitely take off.”

Public Health England, a government agency, recom-
mends seven to nine hours of sleep per night and warns that
a lack of sleep can lead to high blood pressure, heart dis-
ease and physical and mental health problems. With the
advent of smartphones as well as warmer weather many
Britons are sleeping less according to advice body The
Sleep Council, which found that almost a third of people
sleep poorly most nights, blaming stress as the main cause.
For passerby Matthias Schuch, however, paying to sleep is
“very strange... because everybody should be able to sleep.”

Pop & Rest co-founder Yoann Demont said the sleep-
ing pods are part of a broader “smart cities” movement -
and hopes to roll them out to other cities in Britain. The
concept advocates a more interconnected use of public
space and amenities to offer efficient services, which
Demont said appeals to millennials who generally work
longer hours and have families later in life. “It’s part of the
trend of being a nomad... we spend less time at home,” he
said. Rather than “monetizing napping”, Demont said he
hopes to offer similar sleep services to low-income work-
ers and homeless people in the future. —  Reuters 

From London to 
NY, sleep pods 
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A helicopter drops water over a wildfire in Pinet, in the eastern Spanish region of Valencia, yesterday. In the Valencia region some 2,500 people were driven from their homes overnight to escape flames that have already swept across
around 1,000 hectares, as fire crews struggled to bring the fires under control. — AFP 
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The Press Trust of India news agency said a security
alert had been sounded across the state, bearing in
mind the outbreaks of violence in the past over the
deaths of popular figures.

Karunanidhi was chief minister of Tamil Nadu five
times and successfully contested 12 state elections,
building legions of supporters on the way. His populari-
ty had not waned even though he handed over the reins

of his Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) party to his
son M K Stalin. Karunanidhi, a school dropout, became
involved in politics at a young age, spearheading the
DMK which was allied for many years to the Gandhi
dynasty’s Congress party.

Affectionately called “Kalaignar” or scholar, he
wrote reams of poems, lyrics and books and was a pro-
lific screenwriter for the Tamil film industry. His popu-
larity rivaled that of J Jayalalithaa, another powerful
leader from Tamil Nadu whose death sparked a huge
outpouring of grief. An estimated one million people
lined the streets for Jayalalithaa’s burial in 2016. The
deaths of Jayalalithaa and Karunanidhi leave a  big
political vacuum in one of India’s most industrialized
and prosperous southern states only months before key
national election early next year. — AFP
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TUNIS: Despite the law now being on their side,
Zeineb, a Tunisian woman, and her Italian fiance Sergio
cannot find a local notary to marry them unless he con-
verts to Islam. “I never imagined that marrying a non-
Muslim could be so complicated,” 40-year-old Zeineb
told AFP in her northern city of Hammamet. A ban on
marriage between a Muslim woman and non-Muslim
man, unless he converts, is common in Arab countries.
Such legislation in Tunisia, which dated to 1973, was
scrapped in September 2017 at the initiative of
President Beji Caid Essebsi.

But Zeineb and Sergio, a 68-year-old factory direc-
tor, cannot find a notary in the whole of Hammamet to
tie the knot, with officials declining out of “religious

convictions”. “I’ve contacted many notaries and they’ve
all refused to marry me because my partner is a non-
Muslim. Some of them said that conducting such a mar-
riage was against their principles and their conviction,”
explained Zeineb. Sergio was baffled. “The law allows
me to marry a Tunisian woman without me having to
convert to Islam but the people who are supposed to
help with my marriage are preventing me from exercis-
ing my right,” he said.

The couple decided back in June to get married and
have prepared all the paperwork - but so far to no avail.
Two of the reluctant notaries in Hammamet, contacted
by AFP, said they had yet to receive or read through the
new regulations on such marriages. But, according to
the local affairs ministry, regional and municipal authori-
ties across Tunisia have been sent the new text.

Rights groups have stepped in to demand an end to
such obstruction by notaries. The justice ministry should
take “strong action against those who do not apply the
law”, the Tunisian association for the rights of minorities
said in a statement. The association has found at least
two other cases this month which match the circum-
stances of Zeineb and Sergio. — AFP

Couples in Tunisia 
unable to wed 
despite law change


