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R
obert Redford, the screen legend and Oscar win-
ner, has announced that he’s retiring from acting at
the grand old age of 81, with upcoming movie “The
Old Man & The Gun” his last gig in front of the

camera. The actor, director and founder of the Sundance
Institute and its film festival, began his career on stage 60
years ago, before moving into television and film, and
eventually into directing. “Never say never, but I pretty
well concluded that this would be it for me in terms of act-
ing,” he told Entertainment Weekly. “(I’ll) move toward
retirement after this ‘cause I’ve been doing it since I was
21,” he said. “I thought, well, that’s enough. And why not go
out with something that’s very upbeat and positive?”

His publicist Cindi Berger confirmed the article was
accurate.  When asked if his prospective retirement would
extend to directing, his agent did not elaborate. “We’ll see
about that,” Redford told Entertainment Weekly.

He had indicated to his grandson in a 2016 interview
that his roles in “Our Souls at Night” opposite Jane Fonda
and “Old Man & The Gun” would be his last. “I’m going to
say, ‘Okay, that’s goodbye to all that,’ and then just focus
on directing,” he said. “The Old Man & The Gun” sees the
California native play Forrest Tucker, the real-life bank
robber whose criminal career and multiple escapes from
prison spanned more than 60 years.

Bittersweet 
“That was a wonderful character to play at this point in

my life,” Redford told Entertainment Weekly. The film, set
for release in the United States on September 28, also
stars Oscar winners Sissy Spacek and Casey Affleck.
Director David Lowery told Empire magazine that he felt
the “weight” of directing Redford in his final screen role. “I
think the movie is as much about (Redford) as it is about
this character. It’s about someone in the twilight of their
life, doing something they love,” Lowery said.

“There’s an inevitability to the character that is impos-
sible to separate from Mr Redford himself, and an inher-
ently bittersweet quality.” Born Charles Robert Redford, Jr.
on August 18, 1936, in Santa Monica, California, he was the
son of an accountant. His mother died in 1955, a year after
he finished high school.

He went to the University of Colorado, but dropped out
a year later and subsequently moved to Europe to study
art in Paris and in Italy, a formative experience that trans-
formed his political and social awareness. After returning
to the United States, he moved to New York, where he
enrolled at the American Academy of Dramatic Art and
made his debut as a stage actor.

After a variety of television roles, he moved on to the
silver screen, where he found success with romantic com-
edy “Barefoot In The Park” opposite Fonda, before his
major breakthrough in “Butch Cassidy and the Sundance
Kid” in 1969.

Sundance 
Subsequent hits as an actor came in “The Sting” (1973),

which won him an Oscar nomination, “The Great Gatsby”
the following year, “Three Days of the Condor” (1975) and
the critically acclaimed “All the President’s Men” (1976) —
his sun-kissed all-American good looks turning him into a
household name. Other major acting credits were baseball
classic “The Natural” and epic romance “Out of Africa”
(1985) alongside Meryl Streep that won seven Oscars,
including best picture.

In 1981, he won an Academy Award for his directorial
debut on “Ordinary People” and has a string of other
directing credits, including “A River Runs Through It,” in
which he starred alongside a young Brad Pitt, and “Quiz
Show.” He founded the Sundance Institute in Utah for
aspiring filmmakers, disaffected with Hollywood’s commer-
cialism and lack of diversity.

The annual Sundance Film Festival is one of the most
influential in the world and has fostered more than a
generation of independent directors. Despite his fame,
Redford steers clears of many award shows and public
film festivals, and is a passionate conservationist and
environmentalist.

In 2002, he won an honorary Oscar as an actor,
director, producer and creator of Sundance. To date, he
has also won six Golden Globes and one BAFTA. In
2016, he was awarded the Presidential  Medal  of
Freedom, the United States’ highest civilian award.

He married his first wife, Lola Van Wagenen, in 1958.
They had four children, one of whom died as an infant.
They divorced in 1985 and he married his second wife,
German artist and longtime girlfriend Sibylle Szaggars
in 2009. — AFP

The legendary Robert Redford-who has said he
intends to retire from acting-has done it all: from
romantic leads to Westerns to playing the Great

Gatsby. The 81-year-old heartthrob may yet continue his
impressive career behind the camera but his days in
front of it appear to be over. From Barbra Streisand’s
lover in “The Way We Were” to a renegade cowboy in
“The Electric Horseman” to a 70-something voyager
adrift at sea in “All is Lost,” Redford has had dozens of
memorable turns. Here is a look at the classic perform-
ances that made Redford an American classic:

Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid (1969) 
“Don’t tell me how to rob a bank. I know how to rob

a bank!”  Redford uttered that key phrase as the
Sundance Kid to Paul Newman as Butch Cassidy-the
pair played affable outlaws in perhaps the granddaddy
of all buddy films.

Tracked by a posse, the handsome, quick-witted and
quick-drawing leaders of the Hole-in-the-Wall gang
split to Bolivia, where their illicit antics ultimately prove
their demise. The glib humor did not sit well with critics,
but the hippy Western was a huge hit with moviegoers
and it made Redford a bankable star.

The Sting (1973) 
Redford and Newman reunite, this time as con artists

in 1930s Chicago where they seek revenge on a big-
league mobster by setting up an ambitious scam.
Redford plays a charming but novice grifter in a block-
buster film. 

His memorable performance as Johnny Hooker is
optimistic and believable as he tries to pull off the big
con, and it led to the only best actor Oscar nomination
of his career. He lost to Jack Lemmon, but the crime
caper won seven other Academy Awards, including best
picture.

The Great Gatsby (1974) 
This Francis Ford Coppola adaptation of F. Scott

Fitzgerald’s masterful 1925 novel was intended to cement
Redford’s role as a leading man in Hollywood romantic
dramas. The film earned mixed reviews though it was a
financial success.

He played the mysterious and decadent Jay Gatsby
opposite Mia Farrow’s Daisy Buchanan. The sparks
between the two were muted at best, and Redford
caught flak for being too dull in a role critics said he
should have nailed. The film nevertheless won two
Oscars for costume design and best original score. 

All the President’s Men (1976) 
Redford bounced back in full force in a stunning por-

trayal of a presidency in turmoil.  He took on the role of
Bob Woodward and Dustin Hoffman played Carl
Bernstein in the adaptation of the Washington Post jour-
nalists’ book about how the pair uncovered Watergate,
which proved to be the biggest political scandal of the
20th Century.

Many critics point to this classic as one of Redford’s
most important roles. It was not his first foray into poli-
tics though.  His satirical turn as a hapless US Senate

hopeful in “The Candidate” in 1972 raised eyebrows, and
Redford had contemplated a run for Senate in the 1970s.

The Natural (1984)  
Redford emerged as a sporting star in this classic

hero’s story about a rising baseball phenomenon whose
lifelong love of the game helps him overcome tragedy
and mount a spectacular comeback.  The big-budget
spectacle is overindulgent at times, but Redford shines
in his scenes in the ballpark.

And while the feel-good Hollywood ending-a
Redford home run to win the pennant gives the actor
almost mythic status-is the stuff of dreams, author
Bernard Malamud’s novel that is the movie’s source
material has a far darker ending: the slugger strikes out.

Out of Africa (1985) 
Redford portrays untamable and aloof hunter/adven-

turer Denys Finch Hatton, who engages in a steamy, ill-
fated affair with plantation-owning baroness Karen
Blixen (Meryl Streep). The film, which draws from the
writings of Denmark’s Isak Dinesen, was a sweeping cin-
ematic spectacle, scooping up seven Oscars including
best picture.

Redford and Streep play headstrong, independent
spirits contending with a changing Africa and Blixen’s
dissolving personal life. When Streep’s character asks
Redford what is wrong with marriage, his answer is dev-
astating: “Have you ever seen one you admire?”— AFP

Six Robert Redford movie roles for the ages

Robert Redford retiring from acting at 81

In this file photo US actor Robert Redford attends a photo call
during the 74th Venice Film Festival at Venice Lido. 

In this file photo Beyonce performs as she is pregnant with
twins during the 59th Annual Grammy music Awards in Los
Angeles, California.—AFP

This file photo shows Cardi B attending the Warner Music
Group’s annual Grammy celebration in association with V
magazine in New York. — AFP photos 

File photo shows  singer/songwriter Janet Jackson attends
the 2018 Billboard Music Awards 2018 at the MGM Grand
Resort International in Las Vegas, Nevada.

This file photo shows US pop singer Pink arriving for the tra-
ditional Clive Davis party on the eve of the 60th Annual
Grammy Awards in New York. —AFP

In this file photo founder of the Sundance Institute, Robert
Redford, attends the opening day press conference to
kick-off the 2018 Sundance Film Festival in Park City,
Utah. — AFP photos

Beyonce has called for a greater acceptance of nat-
urally curvy figures, saying she was listening more
to her body after giving birth to twins by

Caesarean section last year. The 36-year-old pop super-
star, one of the most photographed women in the world,
posed for the latest issue of Vogue magazine without
makeup, hair extensions or wigs. “I think it’s important
for women and men to see and appreciate the beauty in
their natural bodies,” she said in an accompanying essay.
Beyonce, who is married to rap mogul Jay-Z, recalled
that she had quickly tried to slim down after giving birth
to her first child, Blue Ivy, in January 2012.

But revealing details for the first time about giving
birth in June 2017 to twins Rumi and Sir, Beyonce said
she had needed a month of bed rest and that her health
had been at risk before undergoing an emergency C-
section. After giving birth, Beyonce-who said she
weighed 99 kilograms (218 pounds) — felt that she
“needed time to heal” from the effects of the surgery.

“During my recovery, I gave myself self-love and self-
care, and I embraced being curvier. I accepted what my
body wanted to be,” she said. Beyonce made a tri-
umphant return to the stage at the Coachella festival in
April, dazzling fans with a nearly two-hour set of non-
stop choreography with some 100 back-up dancers.

The singer said she had prepared for Coachella by
going vegan and eliminating alcohol, coffee and fruit
drinks from her diet. But she added: “I was patient with
myself and enjoyed my fuller curves.” The feminist-
minded singer also reflected on raising a son, Sir, and
said that she wanted him “to know that he can be
strong and brave but that he can also be sensitive and
kind.”  “I want my son to have a high emotional IQ
where he is free to be caring, truthful and honest. “It’s
everything a woman wants in a man, and yet we don’t
teach it to our boys.” — AFP

Beyonce wants
acceptance of
curvier bodies

Pink cancels
Sydney shows after
being hospitalized

American pop star Pink has been forced to cancel
several Sydney shows on her Australia tour after
being hospitalized with a virus and dehydration. The

singer of ‘Just Give Me a Reason’ and ‘Get the Party
Started’ cancelled a performance on Friday due to illness
but battled through a Saturday show before her trip to the
emergency room the next day.

“Pink was admitted to hospital in Sydney on Sunday
night, suffering from dehydration. She was treated and dis-
charged. She was readmitted to hospital (Monday) and
diagnosed with a gastric virus,” her promoter Live Nation
said. “Pink will remain in hospital overnight, continuing her
treatment and recovery.” The statement gave no indication
of when the singer would return to the stage. 

Monday and Tuesday concerts were “postponed” but
tickets for the next concert slated for Thursday are still on
sale, according to the Live Nation website. While some
fans were disappointed, most sent their well-wishes.

“Get well soon Miss Pink! I have tickets for Sunday’s
concert and want you to know we’ll totally understand if it’s
postponed-you’ve got to look after yourself!” one fan said
to Pink’s tour Facebook page. The pop sensation took to
social media on Friday to defend that night’s cancellation
after she was snapped by photographers relaxing on an
Australian beach with her family.

“I scheduled this tour meticulously, trying to do what
was best for my children, while also putting on the best and
most physically demanding and beautiful show of my life,”
she said in an Instagram post. Pink said her children had
also both been ill, and that “parasite paparazzi” had failed
to capture her multiple visits to the doctor. “You can think
whatever you want, it’s your right, but I have never taken
advantage of any one in my entire life,” she said, defending
the Friday postponement while she was at the beach. 

It prompted fellow star Justin Timberlake to come to her
defense. “I’m here to tell you that you won’t find a harder
working, more authentically talented, and more thankful for
her place on that stage and her fans than that woman,” he
said on Instagram. — AFP

Jackson, Cardi B
to play festival
for foreign aid

Pop legend Janet Jackson and fast-rising rapper Cardi
B will headline the Global Citizen festival in New
York to rally support for preserving international aid

to eradicate extreme poverty. The critically acclaimed
experimentalist Janelle Monae, R&B sensation The
Weeknd, activist songwriter John Legend and young pop
star Shawn Mendes will also play the September 29 festi-
val in Central Park, organizers announced yesterday.

Taking place each year since 2012 as world leaders
gather in New York for the UN General Assembly, Global
Citizen distributes tickets for free to supporters who
pledge to take actions such as sending letters to their gov-
ernments in support of development aid. Global Citizen
has gradually broadened its reach with international edi-
tions and panel discussions and is planning a major festival
in Johannesburg on December 2 led by Beyonce and Jay-Z
to mark the centennial of the birth of anti-apartheid icon
Nelson Mandela.

The latest Central Park edition aims in part to build
opinion in support of US foreign aid, which President

Donald Trump has proposed slashing by one-third as part
of his “America First” platform, although he has met resist-
ance in Congress. Hugh Evans, the CEO of Global Citizen,
said that the festival was expected to draw more than
60,000 people and would also demand that world leaders
fight to improve maternal health, end child marriage and
reduce the use of plastics.

“It’s essential that we speak out-and continue to vote-
so that our voices are heard,” he said. Global Citizen set a
goal of pressing the Group of Seven major industrialized
democracies to commit $2 billion to addressing maternal
health, pointing out that more than five million mothers
and children die each year of preventable diseases.

One performer familiar with motherhood is Cardi B,
with the festival marking her first scheduled show since
she gave birth in July. The Bronx native, who has quickly
become one of the highest profile women in the male-
dominated world of hip-hop, recently bowed out of a
September tour with Bruno Mars, saying she underesti-
mated how long she needed at home with her newborn
daughter Kulture.

The September 29 festival will be hosted by Australian
acting couple Hugh Jackman and Deborra-lee Furness,
with co-hosts to include Forest Whitaker and Naomi
Campbell. Global Citizen has been pushing to support the
UN Sustainable Development Goals, which call for an end
to the world’s worst poverty by 2030. — AFP

Ellie Goulding
announces engagement

to Caspar Jopling

Singer Ellie Goulding and art dealer Caspar Jopling
have announced their engagement. A notice in yes-
terday’s Times of London newspaper announces the

engagement of “Caspar, son of The Hon. Nicholas Jopling
of Yorkshire and Mrs Jayne Warde-Aldam of Yorkshire,
and Elena, daughter of Mr Arthur Goulding of
Herefordshire and Mrs Tracey Sumner of West Midlands.”

Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter Goulding, who
has had UK hits with “Starry Eyed,” “Burn” and “Your
Song,” has been dating Jopling for more than a year. The
31-year-old singer previously dated DJ/producer Skrillex
and Dougie Poynter of the band McFly.—AP

In this file photo British singer Ellie Goulding arrives at Stella
McCartney’s Spring-Summer 2018 ready to wear fashion col-
lection in Paris. — AP


