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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: An Arabian Red Fox spotted in Al-Khuwaysat Natural Reserve. — Photo by Musaed Al-Ghuraibah (KUNA)

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait highlighted the
importance of volunteering, which was not very popular in
the Kuwaiti community before 1990. This was discussed in
a panel the Kuwait Social Association held titled
‘Volunteering during the Invasion’ on Monday at its prem-
ises in Adailiya.

Yousef Mustafa, Assistant Undersecretary for Media
Services and New Media at the Ministry of Information,
spoke about his experience as a reporter during the Iraqi
invasion. “The three most significant dates during the inva-
sion were - August 2, 1990, when Iraq invaded Kuwait;
January 17, 1991, the beginning of air operations against
Iraq; and February 26, 1991, the liberation day,” he noted.

Mustafa has terrifying memories of that time. “I remem-
ber the Iraqi air raid on Dasman Palace, which led to the
martyrdom of Sheikh Fahd Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. I
also witnessed vehicles driving on the wrong side on main
roads and highways, which was very dangerous. I later
went to Saudi Arabia to announce the news from a secret
radio station,” he said.

United people
The disaster of the invasion showed Kuwaitis were

united. “Our people were united during the invasion and
they were volunteering in all fields. Many Kuwaitis wanted
to join us at the secret station, but they couldn’t as it was
forbidden to enter this area - it was only for some journal-
ists. Many Kuwaiti women were sending messages to
international radio stations such as the BBC and Monte
Carlo. Also, tens of volunteering centers in Saudi Arabia

and other GCC counties allowed volunteers to register with
them, and thousands of Kuwaiti did so,” Mustafa explained.
Documentation is important. “We have a serious problem
of not documenting all events. We who lived through the
invasion are now telling the stories that we witnessed dur-
ing that period, but I wonder what will happen after we

pass away. We should concentrate on documenting all
information that we have from that sad period of our histo-
ry. NGOs, public bodies and even individuals have the
responsibility for this documentation,” concluded Mustafa.

Shock and disbelief
Aziza Al-Bassam, member of the Kuwait Social

Association and a pioneer in volunteering, narrated her
experience during the invasion. “I was shocked when I
heard the news on the radio on August 2, 1990 and
couldn’t believe it. I went to work at Dasma library, and on
the way I saw Iraqi soldiers in the streets and I realized it

was true. We lived through horrible experiences, but we
were like one family helping each other in buying food,
sharing water and so on,” she said.

She helped at the elderly house and orphanage. “These
institutions were badly affected by the invasion, as many
employees left, especially the expats who didn’t want to
die here. So we tried to take care of the people there, and I
along with the neighbors assigned the children to different

families to share in taking care of them as well as the eld-
erly people,” noted Bassam.

More attendees of the panel discussion who witnessed
the invasion spoke about their experiences. One former
Kuwaiti soldier said he survived after an Iraqi soldier let
him go along with his colleagues, which shows that many
Iraqi soldiers were against the invasion and were forced to
participate to avoid being sentenced to death. 
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Food Bank to launch
‘Adahi’ project
during Eid Al-Adha
KUWAIT: Kuwait Food and Relief Bank in coopera-
tion with the General Secretariat of Endowments are
due to launch the ‘Adahi’ (livestock sacrifices) proj-
ect, which will be implemented during the upcoming
Eid Al-Adha and targets more than 3,000 families, or
more than 15,000 people. The bank’s Director
General Salem Al-Hamar said that the bank has
signed an agreement with Endowments General
Secretariat Monday to implement the project on the
first day of Eid Al-Adha, noting that the distribution
of livestock sacrifices will be based on a database
that belong to the bank.

Hamar added that the General Secretariat has
paid great attention to charitable work and is keen
to encourage institutions and individuals to do more
in the fields of charity and humanitarian work to
help those in need in Kuwait and around the world.
Hamar explained that their work seeks to find those
in need through such projects, and they are keen to
distribute to the most needy families, pointing out
that the project comes within its charitable pro-

grams, which aim to distribute sacrifices to the poor
and needy families.

“The project is a form of social solidarity among
Muslims and is a good opportunity to bring pleasure
to many hearts and to share with them the joy of
Eid,” he said and stressed that the food bank spares
no effort in providing everything that would advance
the humanitarian process and strengthen its role as a
functional entity. — KUNA

WFP hails Kuwait’s
$50 million grant
for Yemen efforts
KUWAIT: The United Nations World Food Program (WFP)
on Monday welcomed the $50 million grant it was handed by
the Kuwaiti government for emergency food assistance in
Yemen. The funds, recently announced by Kuwaiti Permanent
Representative to the UN in New York Mansour Al-Otaibi,
will help the WFP distribute over two months-worth of wheat
flour and oil to more than 2.5 million people, the UN agency
said in a statement. Commenting on the contribution, WFP
Director in the United Arab Emirates and Gulf Cooperation
Council region Representative Mageed Yahia said it “reflects
the generosity of the people and the Government of Kuwait.

“Under the leadership of His Highness the Amir of the
State of Kuwait, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
Kuwait has again stepped up its support to WFP to help us
reach vulnerable families in Yemen,” he added. Yemen, which
has been pushed to the brink of famine amid an over three-
year conflict, is the world’s largest humanitarian crisis with 22
million people out of the country’s 29 million in need of
humanitarian assistance. It has left close to 18 million people
in search of food and over eight million depending entirely on

external food assistance, based on UN estimates.
“This significant contribution from the Government of

Kuwait could not be more timely, particularly given that the
needs of Yemeni people are increasing,” WFP Yemen Country
Director Stephen Anderson said. It will help the WFP to con-
tinue delivering food assistance to Yemenis, he confirmed. The
WFP went on to describe Kuwait as a “major supporter” of
its humanitarian assistance programs, contributing close to
$190 million to the UN agency’s global operations over the
last decade. Kuwait has helped “make significant steps
towards alleviating hunger for some of the world’s most vul-
nerable people,” it added. — KUNA

Yousef Mustafa (center) and the other attendees pose for a group photo with Kuwait’s flag.

NEW YORK: In this archive photo, Kuwaiti Permanent
Representative to the UN in New York Mansour Al-Otaibi
hands over a $50 million grant from Kuwait to the United
Nations World Food Program. — KUNA
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