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“There isn’t a strong bilateral trade relationship and
poking the Trudeau government likely resonates with
Saudi’s hawkish regional allies. At jeopardy are the tens of
thousands of Saudi students in Canada.”

More than 7,000 students from Saudi Arabia are
enrolled in university programs in Canada, according to
Harbash, head of the education ministry’s scholarship pro-
gram. These students, 2,000 of whom are enrolled in
graduate or medical school, are accompanied by more
than 5,000 dependents. “The US and UK will get the
lion’s share, given their size and the education opportuni-
ties there, and we’ve begun coordinating with the missions

there”, Harbash told Al Ekhbariya TV. Ireland, Australia,
New Zealand, Japan and Singapore are also on the list of
potential destination countries, Harbash said. 

The Saudi announcement, carried on the official Saudi
Press Agency, caught diplomats in Riyadh off guard. Both
the Saudi and Canadian ambassadors were away on leave
when it was made. Neighbors and allies Bahrain and the
United Arab Emirates said they stood with Riyadh,
although they did not announce similar measures.

It was not immediately clear what effect, if any, the ban
on new trade would have on existing annual Saudi-
Canadian trade of nearly $4 billion and on a $13 billion
defense contract. Saudi-Canadian trade consists largely of
Saudi exports of petrochemicals, plastics and other prod-
ucts. In 2014, the Canadian unit of US weapons maker
General Dynamics Corp won a contract worth up to $13
billion to build light-armored vehicles for Saudi Arabia, in
what Ottawa said was the largest advanced manufacturing
export win in Canadian history. — Agencies 
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The second phase of US sanctions, which takes effect
Nov 5 and will block Iran’s oil sales, is due to cause
more damage, though several countries including China,
India and Turkey have indicated they are not willing to
entirely cut their Iranian energy purchases. EU diplo-
matic chief Federica Mogherini said the bloc, as well as
Britain, France and Germany, deeply regretted the move
by Washington. “We are determined to protect
European economic operators engaged in legitimate
business with Iran,” she said in a statement.

But many large European firms are leaving Iran for
fear of US penalties. “Individuals or entities that fail to
wind down activities with Iran risk severe conse-
quences,” Trump said. Rouhani’s government eased for-
eign exchange rules on Sunday, allowing unlimited tax-
free currency and gold imports, and reopening exchange
bureaus after a disastrous attempt to fix the value of the
rial in April led to widespread black-market corruption. 

With senior religious authorities calling for a crack-

down on graft, the judiciary said Sunday it had arrested
the vice-governor of the central bank in charge of foreign
exchange, Ahmad Araghchi, along with a government
clerk and four currency brokers. The measures appeared
to calm the markets yesterday, with the rial strengthening
to 95,500 to the dollar - a 20 percent improvement on its
record-low of 119,000 a fortnight ago. 

Two countries that have welcomed increased pres-
sure on Iran are its key regional rivals, Israel and Saudi
Arabia. Israeli Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman
described the renewed sanctions as “a courageous deci-
sion which will be remembered for generations”. After
months of fierce rhetoric, Trump surprised observers
last week when he offered to meet with Rouhani without
preconditions. But Zarif suggested it was hard to imag-
ine negotiating with the man who tore up an agreement
on which Iran and world powers had spent the “longest
hours in negotiating history”.

There have been ongoing rumors that Trump and
Rouhani could meet in New York in September at the
UN General Assembly - though Rouhani reportedly
rejected US overtures for a meeting at last year’s event.
But that came less than a fortnight after a bellicose
exchange between the two presidents, with Rouhani
warning of the “mother of all wars” and Trump respond-
ing with a Twitter tirade against Iran’s “DEMENTED
WORDS OF VIOLENCE”. — AFP 
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The spokesman said search and rescue teams also
rescued between 2,000 and 2,700 tourists from the Gili
Islands, three tiny, coral-fringed tropical islands a few
kilometers off the northwest coast of Lombok.

Authorities initially said 1,200 people were stuck on
the islands but scaled up the figure early in the evening.
Some tourists chose to stay behind. Footage posted
online by Nugroho showed hundreds crowded onto
powder-white beaches desperately awaiting transport
off the normally paradise Gilis. “We cannot evacuate all
of them all at once because we don’t have enough
capacity on the boats,” Muhammad Faozal, the head of
the tourism agency in West Nusa Tenggara province,
told AFP, adding two navy vessels were on their way.
“It’s understandable they want to leave the Gilis, they
are panicking.”

By early afternoon, hundreds of weary tourists had
arrived with their baggage at Bangsal harbor, the main
link between Lombok and the Gilis. Margret
Helgadottir, a holidaymaker from Iceland, described
people screaming as the roof of her hotel on one of the
islands collapsed. “We just froze: thankfully we were
outside,” she told AFP tearfully from a harbor in
Lombok to where she had been evacuated.
“Everything went black, it was terrible.” Seven
Indonesian holidaymakers died on the largest of the
three islands, Gili Trawangan, while another local
woman died on nearby Bali.

But it was Lombok which bore the brunt of Sunday
evening’s quake. The shallow tremor sent thousands of
residents and tourists scrambling outdoors, where
many spent the night as strong aftershocks including
one of 5.3-magnitude rattled the island. The quake
knocked out power in many areas and parts of Lombok
remained without electricity yesterday. Hundreds of
bloodied and bandaged victims were treated outside
damaged hospitals in the main city of Mataram and
other hard-hit areas. Patients lay on beds under wards
set up in tents, surrounded by drip stands and monitors,
as doctors in blue scrubs attended to them.

Anguished relatives were huddled around loved ones

in front of the main clinic in Mataram, as medical staff
struggled to cope with hundreds of patients. Many
were yet to be attended to despite spending the night
out in the open. “I feel restless sleeping in a tent, I can’t
be at peace,” Nurhayati told AFP outside one hospital
where she had brought her sick 70-year-old mother.
“What we really need now are paramedics, we are
short-staffed. We also need medications,” Supriadi, a
spokesman for Mataram general hospital, told AFP.

Singapore’s Home Affairs Minister K Shanmugam,
who was in Lombok for a security conference when the
earthquake struck, described on Facebook how his
hotel room on the 10th floor shook violently. “Walls
cracked, it was quite impossible to stand up,” he said.
Bali’s international airport suffered damage to its termi-
nal but the runway was unaffected and operations had
returned to normal. Disaster agency officials said.
Lombok airport was also operating.

Meanwhile, a video of an Indonesian imam stoically
reciting evening prayers in Bali as the deadly earth-
quake struck neighboring Lombok has gone viral on
social media, with Internet users praising him for his
unwavering faith. The white-robed Islamic leader was
leading prayers on Sunday night at a mosque in
Denpasar when the earthquake struck. Footage of the
imam, recorded on a cellphone, showed him supporting
himself against the wall as the room shook violently
around him and as some congregants fled the building.
Other worshippers can be seen stoically remaining in
prayer as the mosque rocked from side to side. 

The clip quickly went viral after the mosque posted
it to Facebook. It has been watched more than 130,000
times on Facebook and shared on Youtube and Twitter.
“I am crying... he did not even flinch, even though it is
allowed to leave your prayer during an earthquake,”
said Indonesian cleric Yusuf Mansur, who shared the
clip to his two millions followers on Instagram. “The
faith shown by the Imam and the worshippers is
extraordinary,” a Twitter user Inyol tweeted to his
39,000 followers. 

Indonesia, one of the world’s most disaster-prone
nations, straddles the so-called Pacific “Ring of Fire”,
where tectonic plates collide and many of the world’s
volcanic eruptions and earthquakes occur. In 2014, a
devastating tsunami triggered by a magnitude 9.3
undersea earthquake off the coast of Sumatra in west-
ern Indonesia killed 220,000 people in countries
around the Indian Ocean, including 168,000 in
Indonesia. — AFP 
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Anadolu news agency that the process of moving the
historical objects was an example for the world. “After the
Artuklu Hamam, six more objects are going to be trans-
ferred. Hasankeyf will truly keep its historic identity. The
new Hasankeyf will be a center for tourism,” he added.

But some local activists have expressed concerns
that the unique character of the town is going to be lost

forever. The Initiative to Keep Hasankeyf Alive, an NGO
created in 2006 to oppose the dam project, said it will
“bring destruction and losses for our region and not be
beneficial for the majority of the population”. 

The Ilisu project, strongly backed by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, has also caused tensions with neigh-
boring Iraq which shares the Tigris river with Turkey and
regards its waters as crucial for the arid regions where it
flows. Turkey’s ambassador to Iraq Fatih Yildiz
announced in June that Ankara was putting the process
of retention of water in the dam on hold, following com-
plaints by Iraq of water shortages. “We have shown
again that was are able to put our neighbor’s needs
above our own,” Yildiz said at the time. —  AFP 
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BERGEN, Norway: A picture taken yesterday shows the ship used by Norwegian polar explorer Roald Amundsen upon its arrival at this port in western Norway. — AFP  

OSLO: The ship used by Norwegian polar explorer
Roald Amundsen finally returned home yesterday, com-
pleting its journey around the North Pole 100 years after
her chaotic expedition started. A precious relic of
Norwegian polar expeditions, the Maud was recovered in
2016 after spending 85 years in Canadian Arctic waters
where it sank in 1930. The shipwreck was towed across
the North Atlantic on a barge after it left Greenland at the
end of June and arrived at the port of Bergen in western
Norway on Monday morning. “The trip was long, but it

went well,” Jan Wanggaard, manager of the effort to bring
the Maud back to Norway, told AFP

Thanks to funding by three Norwegian brothers and
entrepreneurs, the ship will be exhibited in the southeast-
ern municipality of Asker, near Oslo, where it was
launched in 1917. “Roald Amundsen is an important histor-
ical figure in Norway,” Wanggaard said. The first person
to reach the South Pole, Amundsen wanted to use the
Maud to study the Arctic Ocean by letting her get caught
on the ice and drift around the North Pole. “We want to

tell the story of this expedition to the Norwegian people,”
Wanggaard added.

In 1906, Amundsen became the first European to sail
through the Northwest Passage searching for a shorter
shipping route from Europe to Asia, something explorers
had been trying to find for centuries. Amundsen sailed
through the Northeast Passage with the Maud in 1918-20
and although the journey brought back rich scientific
results, he was unable to get far enough north to launch a
North Pole expedition.

The ship, named after Norway’s Queen Maud, was sold
to the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1925 and rechristened
the Baymaud after Amundsen filed for bankruptcy. It end-
ed its days as a floating warehouse and the region’s first
radio station before sinking at its moorings in 1930 near
Cambridge bay, in the Canadian territory of Nunavut. In
1990, Asker Council in Norway bought the wreck for just
$1. Cambridge Bay residents fought its removal but the
Canadian Cultural Property Export Review Board granted
an export permit for the ship in 2012. — AFP 
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HASANKEYF, Turkey: Women take a selfie as the Artuklu Hamam, a centuries-old bath house weighing 1,600 tons, is
loaded onto a wheeled platform and moved down a specially constructed road yesterday. — AFP 


