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European nations keep melting as 
temperatures hit near-record highs

A roundup of recent developments 
PARIS: Europe baked in near-record temperatures
yesterday but hopes were for some respite after weeks
of non-stop sunshine as people come to terms with
what may prove to be the new normal in climate change
Europe. Here is a roundup of recent developments:

France, adapt to change 
Temperatures were expected to peak in southern

France yesterday and further north today. On
Saturday, they hit their highest levels since a deadly
2003 heatwave killed thousands of mainly elderly
people. Health Minister Agnes Buzyn said people had
to take proper care to cope with the heat and warned
that everyone had to adapt. “You need to drink a lot,
but also to eat and take salt,” Buzyn said. “We are
probably going to adapt our warnings in the coming
years, because this is something we haven’t been see-
ing until now.”

Several cities imposed traffic restrictions and cut
speed limits to try to reduce ozone pollution aggra-
vated by the heat, with Paris also offering free parking
and cheaper daily metro and bus passes to discourage
driving. The heat wave could be among the “top
three” on record for France, the national weather
service said. The current forecast is for a cooler end to
the week with temperatures in the mid-20s.

Spain fires under control
In Spain, the death toll rose to five after two home-

less men succumbed to heat stroke in northeastern
Taragona, officials said. Firefighters helped by calmer
winds were meanwhile gaining control of a wildfire in
the southwestern province of Huelva, just across the
border from the Algarve in southern Portugal where a
major blaze was still burning in Monchique.

Temperatures remained high, especially in the south-
east where they were forecast to hit 40-42 C. There
has been little relief at night. At midnight the town of
Zorita in the southwest recorded a temperature of 35.1
C, according to Spain’s national weather office, the
highest temperature in the country at that time.

Portugal fires 
In Portugal, after hitting 45 C, short of the national

record of just above 47 C, temperatures have eased
slightly but not by enough to make the job of some
1,100 firefighters in Monchique any easier.
Monchique, in southern Portugal, was covered by
thick clouds of smoke early yesterday after the
authorities evacuated several houses overnight, with
24 people injured, one seriously. “Our priority is to
protect people,” Interior Minister Eduardo Cabrita
told reporters. EU Humanitarian Affairs Commissioner
Christos Stylianides said on Twitter the EU was fol-
lowing the situation closely and was ready to help if
needed. The weather service said that after Saturday’s
peak, temperatures were back below 45 C and should
continue lower over the next few days.

Germany fresh spike 
Germany expects a fresh spike mid-week to

around 39 C before temperatures ease, with official
figures showing the average for April-July running 3.6
degrees higher than the 1961-1990 reference period.
Farmers continued to plead for help, with the presi-
dent of Germany’s farmers’ association, Joachim
Rukwied, saying a billion euros in government aid
may be necessary as crop failure rates hit 70 percent
in some areas. More than a million children returned
to school yesterday in three German states —

Rhineland-Palatinate, Saarland and Hesse — but some
were allowed to go home earlier than planned due to
the heatwave.

British islands in trouble 
Britain continued to be hot in the south with a

maximum of 32 C but it was cooler and cloudier in the
north. Reports said the persistent lack of rain has hit
the country’s more remote islands. Worst affected is
the tiny island of Lundy in the Bristol Channel — with
a population in the dozens — which is now reliant on
plastic bottles of water from the mainland after local
supplies ran dry, the Daily Express said. Arran in
Scotland, the Isle of Scilly in southwest England and
Jersey in the Channel Islands have all asked people to
cut consumption, it added. Meanwhile last year’s win-
ner of Britain’s best lawn award is “refusing to surren-
der his hallowed turf to the heatwave”, according to
the Daily Mail. Stuart Grindle is reportedly spending
four hours a day and hundred of pounds (dollars) on
water bills to keep his garden an outlier of lush green
in parched northern England. “I have no intention of
allowing my pride and joy to be ruined,” the commit-
ted horticulturist told the newspaper.

Netherlands 
The heatwave has hit the low-lying Netherlands

hard like many other countries but no one thought it
could be a threat to its world famous system of
dams and canals designed to keep the sea at bay.
But river levels have fallen so low that the
Rijkswaterstaat, which manages the national water
system, has been opening barrages inland to flush
out sea water seeping into coastal waterways.
However, opening sluices on the Waal River has also

forced inland shipping from Germany to Amsterdam
to take a detour at the city of Arnhem.

Greek fire toll 91 
Greece was a little cooler but the toll in last

month’s wildfire northeast of Athens rose to 91 with
the death from injuries of a 95-year-old woman,
officials said. Another 36 people are still hospital-
ized after the July 23 disaster, six of them in critical
condition. — AFP

Knifeman kills
two police
officers in China
BEIJING: A knife-wielding murder suspect
rammed a car into a police station in south-
west China yesterday and was shot dead by
the chief and another officer, who died later of
their injuries. The man had been on the run
after he was identified as a suspect in the
stabbing death of another person hours earlier
near the Chengdu-Yibin high-speed train con-
struction site in Sichuan province, according
to local police.

As police prepared to arrest the suspect
surnamed Zhang, he “suddenly” ploughed a
vehicle into the police station in the town of

Fujia and chased people with a knife, Renshou
county police said a statement. “In order to
protect the life and safety of the people, the
director Wang Tao and the officer on duty
urgently responded and shot the criminal sus-
pect,” the statement said, adding that the man
later died in hospital.

Four other people were injured to various
degrees but are out of danger. The police
chief and the officer were seriously injured
and were later pronounced dead by the hospi-
tal. Knife attacks are not uncommon in China.
Last month a man who stabbed nine children
to death and wounded another 11 in northern
China was sentenced to death. Two boys were
stabbed to death outside a Shanghai elemen-
tary school in June. In February, a knife-wield-
ing man with a personal grudge killed a
woman and injured 12 others in a busy Beijing
shopping mall — a rare act of violence in the
heavily policed capital. — AFP 

South Sudan
foes sign 
final power
sharing deal
KHARTOUM: South Sudanese arch-foes
signed a final power-sharing deal Sunday as
President Salva Kiir called for unity in a coun-
try torn by a civil war that has killed tens of
thousands of people. Kiir and his bitter rival
Riek Machar were in neighboring Sudan to
sign the deal, under which the rebel leader is
set to return to a unity government as the first
of five vice presidents, an AFP correspondent
at the signing ceremony said.

The deal, which paves the way to a final
peace accord aimed at ending the war in the
world’s youngest country, was signed in the
presence of Sudanese President Omar Al-
Bashir and his counterparts from Kenya,
Uganda and Djibouti, along with foreign
diplomats. Once a final peace deal is signed,
the foes will have three months to form a tran-
sitional government which will then hold pow-
er for three years. 

The talks come as part of a regional push
aimed at achieving peace in South Sudan,
which plunged into a devastating conflict just
two years after its independence from Sudan.
“The agreement we have just signed today
must map the end of conflict and war in our
country,” Kiir said in a speech in English after
signing the deal. “We should ... rededicate
ourselves to unite our people and work for
peaceful transfer of power through the ballot
boxes rather than through bullets.”

Machar urged the regional east African
bloc Intergovernmental Authority on
Development (IGAD), which is pushing the
latest peace talks, to ensure that the deal is
implemented. “I would urge ... IGAD to focus
after this on the implementation of the agree-
ment,” Machar said in his address. “Somebody
said that the devil sometimes is embedded in
the implementation.”

Challenges ahead 
South Sudan’s nearly five-year conflict

began after Kiir accused his then-vice presi-
dent Machar of plotting a coup against him in
2013. Kiir and Machar’s factions have already
agreed on a permanent ceasefire and with-

drawal of their forces from urban areas, in the
latest talks hosted by Bashir. The power-shar-
ing deal lays out a plan for a 35-minister tran-
sitional government including 20 Kiir allies
and nine backers of Machar, along with repre-
sentatives of other rebel factions. The parlia-
ment will be comprised of 550 lawmakers,
including 332 from Kiir’s group and 128 from
Machar’s faction.

Kiir warned that the bloated size of the
government would pose a challenge. “See the
size of the parliament, see the size of the cabi-
net. How do you pay them?” he said, adding
that he was concerned about how to provide
accomodations, offices and vehicles to new
officials.

But Sudan’s Bashir said the mediators were
committed to ensure that the agreement was
implemented. He said his personal aim was to
ensure that South Sudan could restart pro-
duction of oil from oil-rich Unity State by
September 1. Nearly five years of war have
seen South Sudan’s oil production plummet to
about 120,000 barrels a day from a peak of
350,000, according to the World Bank.

US support 
Washington has been skeptical about the

success of the latest peace initiative, given the
fiery enmity between Kiir and Machar. Last
month the White House warned that “a narrow

agreement between elites” would not solve
the problems plaguing South Sudan. “In fact,
such an agreement may sow the seeds of
another cycle of conflict,” it said. But on
Sunday the top US envoy to Khartoum said
the United States backed the process.

“We are supporting any initiative to bring
peace to South Sudan and we hope this
process will continue comprehensively,” US
Charge d’Affaires in Khartoum, Steven
Koutsis, told reporters after Sunday’s deal was
signed. The United Nations said the power-
sharing deal was a “significant step”. “By sign-
ing this agreement the guns must keep silent,”
said Nicholas Haysom, special UN envoy to
Sudan and South Sudan.

A similar peace deal was signed in 2015
but fell apart a year later in a deadly battle
that saw Machar flee into exile. South Sudan’s
war dashed the optimism that accompanied
independence from Sudan in 2011. The new
country plunged into civil war, including fight-
ing within the national army, fuelled by the
deep enmity between the two leaders. The
war has killed tens of thousands, displaced
some four million people and left the oil-rich
country’s economy in ruins. With the country’s
agricultural sector severely disrupted, seven
million South Sudanese — more than half of
the population — will need food aid in 2018,
the United Nations says. — AFP

COLOMBO: The Maldivian opposition said
yesterday that government warnings of a
murky plot to destabilize the honeymoon
islands were a “cowardly” attempt by the rul-
ing party to delay next month’s presidential
elections. Defence Minister Adam Shareef
Umar, a loyalist to President Abdulla Yameen,
said police and defence forces had been
placed on alert following an unspecified threat
to national security. No further details have
been provided of the alleged plot. But the
Maldives opposition seized on the remarks,
suggesting the strongman president who has
ruled with an iron fist since 2013 was generat-
ing fear to justify delaying September’s poll.

“President Yameen is running scared from
an election he knows he can’t win,” Hamid
Abdul Ghafoor, a spokesman for the
Maldivian Democratic Party, said from the
opposition base in Colombo. “This is why he’s
inventing cowardly excuses to cancel or delay
the election.” The archipelago nation has been
on edge since Yameen — who has jailed or
exiled almost all his opponents — imposed a
45-day state of emergency in February and
arrested top judges accusing them of foment-
ing a coup against him.

The president has also not officially regis-
tered his intention to run again for office, rais-
ing further suspicions. He has until August 10
to file his nomination papers. The opposition
lost the last elections in 2013 in controversial

circumstances. The Supreme Court annulled
the results of the first round of voting when
opposition candidate, and former president,
Mohamed Nasheed was in the lead. The sub-
sequent vote was then twice delayed, allowing
Yameen time to forge alliances that helped
him narrowly win the contested run-off.

Nasheed, who was jailed in 2015 in what
the UN described as a politically motivated
trial, was disqualified from running in the elec-
tion on September 23. He lives in exile. The
opposition has fielded MDP’s parliamentary
leader Ibrahim Mohamed Solih as the candi-
date to challenge Yameen. Many other oppo-
sition figures are imprisoned or banished
abroad but Solih and the MDP have vowed to
clear the way for all political dissidents to
return and participate in government if victo-
rious in the election.

The Supreme Court in February ordered
that MPs sacked by the president be restored
to power and dissidents freed from jail, spark-
ing a crackdown by Yameen that plunged the
islands into turmoil. The Maldives’ chief jus-
tice and Supreme Court judges were arrested,
along with Yameen’s half-brother Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom, a former dictator who ruled
for 30 years until 2008. The US and European
Union have expressed deep concern over
Yameen’s actions, and rights activists have
called for sanctions on the president and his
aides. — AFP 

US police rescue 
11 children from
‘filthy’ hideout
LOS ANGELES: Police say 11 children ages
one to 15 were rescued in the US state of
New Mexico after officers raided a dilapidat-
ed compound occupied by armed men. Two
men were arrested after police found them
and the children in what one officer called “the
saddest living conditions and poverty I have
seen,” as part of the operation connected to a
months-long search for an abducted three-
year-old, according to New Mexico’s Taos
County sheriff’s office.

The investigation kicked off late last year
on the opposite side of the country in
Jonesboro, Georgia, where 39-year-old Siraj
Wahhaj of the state’s Clayton County was
accused of kidnapping his toddler — who was
ultimately not found. The boy’s mother told
police her child, who she said suffered from
seizures along with developmental and cogni-
tive delays, went to the park with his father
Wahhaj last December and never returned.

On August 2, Sheriff Jerry Hogrefe of Taos
County in New Mexico issued a search war-
rant describing “a makeshift compound sur-
rounded by tires and an earthen berm” in a

subdivision in the rural community of Amalia,
where Wahhaj along with adult Lucas Morten
were thought to be in hiding. The FBI had pro-
vided information and surveillance on the spot
but “didn’t feel there was enough probable
cause to get on the property,” Hogrefe said.

“That all changed for me when a message
was forwarded to us from a Georgia

Detective that we reasonably believed came
from someone at the compound — the mes-
sage sent to a third party simply said in part
‘we are starving and need food and water,’”
the sheriff said in a statement. “I absolutely
knew that we couldn’t wait on another
agency to step up and we had to go check
this out as soon as possible.” — AFP

Maldives oppn warns of 
‘cowardly’ plot to delay elections

MULHOUSE, France: A woman looks through the glass of the enclosure of a Polar bear
as he cools off in the water at the zoo in Mulhouse on August 3, 2018, as parts of
Europe continue to swelter in an ongoing heatwave. — AFP 

KHARTOUM: People celebrate a final South Sudanese power-sharing deal in
Khartoum. — AFP 

AMALIA, New Mexico: This handout photo released by the Taos County Sheriff’s Office
on August 4, 2018 shows a view of a makeshift compound. — AFP 

Greek far-left
assassin moves
to farm prison 
ATHENS: A Greek far-left militant convicted for
multiple murders was moved to a farm prison yes-
terday, officials said, days after the government
was criticized for a similar move last week.
Christodoulos Xiros, a 60-year-old leading mem-
ber of the defunct November 17 extremist organi-
zation, was moved from maximum security
Korydallos prison in Athens to a farm prison in
Halkida, justice ministry sources said.

The move came just days after another ex-
November 17 assassin, 60-year-old Dimitris
Koufontinas, was likewise moved to another
farm prison in Volos, where inmates engage in
open-air manual labor. The decision by the left-
ist-led government of Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras was strongly condemned by victims’
families and foreign governments who have lost
nationals to the outfit. The shadow November 17
group, named after an anti-junta student upris-

ing, was behind the 1975 killing of the CIA’s
Athens station chief Richard Welch, and claimed
responsibility for assassinating 23 people in
scores of attacks on US, British, Turkish and
Greek targets between the 1970s and 1990s.

US state department spokesperson Heather
Nauert on August 3 said Koufontinas “is inspir-
ing the next generation of terrorists. We con-
demn in the strongest terms furloughs or any
easing of his prison stay,” she said in a statement.
The Turkish foreign ministry also called
Koufontinas’ transfer “disrespectful” to the mem-
ory of Turkish diplomats slain by the group. The
Greek justice ministry said the transfers were
part of a policy to turn Korydallos into a correc-
tional facility for suspects in pre-trial detention.

There was similar criticism in recent months
when Koufontinas — November 17’s top hitman
and a hero figure to radical anarchists in Greece
— was briefly allowed out on leave on three
occasions. Members of the ruling Syriza party
have repeatedly been accused by opposition
critics of ideological links to the far-left and of
being soft on far-left extremism. Xiros had gone
missing after been given leave in 2014 by a non-
leftist government. He was recaptured several
months later. — AFP 


