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City cruise to victory in Community Shield

LONDON: Sergio Aguero spoiled Chelsea manager
Maurizio Sarri’s first taste of English football as the
Argentine’s double gave Manchester City a stylish 2-0
victory in the Community Shield yesterday. Blues boss
Sarri, hired to replace the sacked Antonio Conte last
month, endured a miserable debut in the prestigious
friendly at Wembley as lacklustre Chelsea were swept
aside by Premier League champions City.

Picking up where they left off in their record-break-
ing campaign last term, Pep Guardiola’s team took an
early lead through Aguero, who rewarded City’s domi-
nance with a second goal after the break. The last side
to win the Community Shield and then go on to clinch
the Premier League title were Manchester United in
2010-11. On this evidence, City could follow in their
arch rivals’ footsteps at the end of the season.

City’s German winger Leroy Sane was forced off
injured at half-time, giving Guardiola a scare ahead of
their Premier League opener at Arsenal on August 12.

But that was the only sour note for City as they got
back in the groove in impressive style. While the
Community Shield serves as the curtain raiser to the
new season, City and FA Cup holders Chelsea have
very different ambitions for the Premier League cam-
paign, which kicks off on Friday. City are favourites to
defend the title and among the top Champions League
contenders after becoming the first English top-flight
team to secure 100 points last season.

In contrast, Chelsea are starting from scratch
after chain-smoking former banker Sarri was hired
from Napoli as an antidote to his antagonistic pred-
ecessor Conte. But healing the wounds of Conte’s
fractious two-year reign-which ended with Chelsea
30 points behind City in fifth place-won’t be easy
for Sarri, as this spluttering performance underlined.
Sarri and Guardiola are close friends and dined
together on the eve of the Community Shield, yet
this first experience of Chelsea’s reduced status

must have left a nasty taste for the Italian.

Aguero milestone 
Consigning Conte’s favored 3-4-2-1 formation to the

bin, Sarri sent Chelsea out in a 4-3-3 system that mal-
functioned from start to finish. Sarri has brought Italy
midfielder Jorginho with him from Napoli to serve as
the pivot for his manager’s attacking gameplan. But
Jorginho made an underwhelming start, repeatedly giv-
ing the ball away in dangerous areas. Phil Foden drove
at the heart of the Chelsea defence to set up City’s
13th-minute opener with little resistance from Jorginho
or anyone else. Foden’s incisive run ended with a simple
pass to the unmarked Aguero, who applied the finishing
touch with a fine low strike from the edge of the area.

It was Aguero’s 200th City goal-making the Argentina
striker the first player to reach that milestone for the
Eastlands outfit. Foden’s contribution was the highlight of
an assured display from the 18-year-old midfielder that

belied his tender age and showed why he is hailed by City
staff as the ‘Stockport Iniesta’. After 10 appearances for
City last season, when he also inspired England’s Under-
17 World Cup triumph, Foden could be on the brink of a
breakthrough campaign. In the absence of Eden Hazard,
still resting after the World Cup, Chelsea unveiled a pre-
cocious talent on their own in Callum Hudson-Odoi.

The 17-year-old winger gave a glimpse of his blister-
ing pace and nimble footwork when he cut in from the
left flank to bring City goalkeeper Claudio Bravo into
action with a stinging drive. Hudson-Odoi was a rare
bright spot for Chelsea, with subdued Spain striker
Alvaro Morata offering little evidence he can make
amends for last season’s flop. Inspired by Aguero, City
could have won by five but they settled for one more in
the 58th minute.  Aguero made a clever run to meet
Bernardo Silva’s pass with a clinical finish that flashed
past Willy Caballero as the champions showed Sarri the
size of the task ahead of him.—AFP 

City back in the groove as Aguero ruins Sarri’s Chelsea bow

PALLEKELE: Batsman Reeza Hendricks
smashed a century on his one-day interna-
tional debut to set up South Africa’s series-
clinching 78-run victory over Sri Lanka in
the third match in Pallekele yesterday.
Hendricks made 102 off 89 deliveries to help
South Africa post 363-7 and then bowl out
the hosts for 285 in 45.2 overs. They took an
unassailable 3-0 lead in the five-match
series. 

Dhananjaya de Silva tried to keep the
chase alive with a career-best 84 but Sri
Lanka’s batting crumbled under the ever-
increasing run-rate. Fast bowler Lungi Ngidi
claimed four wickets while fellow paceman
Andile Phehlukwayo took three. But it was
Hendricks, a right-hand batsman who has
played 12 Twenty20 internationals, who set

up the win for his side that had been swept
aside in the two Tests.

The 28-year-old became only the third
South African batsman to register a hundred
in his first ODI. Colin Ingram and Temba
Bavuma are the other two. Jean-Paul
Duminy’s 92 off 70 balls, and half-centuries
by Hashim Amla and David Miller, also con-
tributed to South Africa’s imposing total
after being put into bat first. “Brilliant today.
Once again, the batting was fantastic. We
played aggressive,” said skipper Faf du
Plessis, who injured his shoulder while
attempting a tough catch in the 10th over
and stayed away for the rest of the game.

“And obviously, for a debutant to play
that freely was great to see. Every game,
there’s one or two guys putting their hands
up,” du Plessis said of Hendricks. Amla gave
South Africa a brisk start with his run-a-ball
59 before being bowled by medium-pacer
Thisara Perera, who returned impressive fig-
ures of 4-44. Hendricks, who has been
around since 2014 when he first played a
T20 against Australia, built crucial partner-
ships including a 78-run fourth-wicket
stand with Duminy. Hendricks celebrated his

century in just 88 balls with a boundary off
paceman Lahiru Kumara, but was dismissed
on the very next delivery.

Duminy blitz 
Duminy, who got his second fifty of the

series to lead the batting chart with 177
runs, maintained the momentum with a blaz-
ing knock laced with eight fours and four
sixes. Duminy got support from fellow left-
hander Miller as the two put on 103 for the
fifth wicket to pulverize the bowling. Miller’s
quickfire 51 and Phehlukwayo’s unbeaten 24
off 11 balls gave South Africa 98 off the last
seven overs. Sri Lanka were never in the
hunt with South African bowlers getting
wickets at regular intervals.

A 95-run, seventh-wicket partnership
between de Silva and Akila Dananjaya, who
scored 37, raised the hosts’ hopes of making
a go of their target. But Phehlukwayo broke
the dangerous-looking stand, dismissing
Dananjaya and then having de Silva caught
behind. Sri Lankan captain Angelo Mathews
saw several positives - “Dhananjaya batted
well, some bowlers bowled well.” “But credit
to Reeza and Duminy. We need to think out

of the box if we need to win away. I know
we aren’t doing well, but we need to play on
good wickets to develop. We’re playing for

pride and we want to finish the series off
well.” The fourth match is slated for
Wednesday at Pallekele.—AFP 

Hendricks lifts 
South Africa to 
ODI series win

LONDON: Manchester City’s Belgian defender Vincent Kompany lifts up the FA Community Shield as Manchester City players celebrate their victory on the pitch after the English FA Community Shield football match between
Chelsea and Manchester City at Wembley Stadium in north London  yesterday.  — AFP 

SCOREBOARD

South Africa
H. Amla b T. Perera 59
Q. de Kock K. Perera b Kumara 2
R. Hendricks b Kumara 102
F. du Plessis c Lakmal b T. Perera 10
JP Duminy c de Silva b T. Perera 92
D. Miller c de Silva b T. Perera 51
A. Phehlukwayo not out 24
W. Mulder b Dananjaya 2
Extras (b4, lb3, w13, nb1) 21
Total (7 wickets, 50 overs) 363
Did not bat: K. Rabada, T. Shamsi, L. Ngidi
Fall of wickets: 1-42 (de Kock), 2-101 (Amla), 3-137
(du Plessis), 4-215 (Hendricks), 5-318 (Duminy), 6-
340 (Miller), 7-363 (Mulder)
Bowling: Lakmal 9-1-59-0 (nb1, w2), Kumara 10-0-
67-2 (w6), Dananjaya 10-0-81-1 w5), T. Perera 10-0-
7-4, P. Jayasuriya 6-0-42-0, De Silva 5-0-32-0.

Sri Lanka
U. Tharanga c Millder b Ngidi 19

N. Dickwella c du Plessis b Ngidi 10
K. Perera lbw b Phehlukwayo 27 
K. Mendis c Mulder b Ngidi 31
T. Perera c de Kock b Mulder 16
D. de Silva c de Kock b Phehlukwayo 84
A. Mathews lbw b Shamsi 32
A. Dananjaya c Ngidi b Phehlukwayo 37
S. Lakmal c and b Ngidi 12
P. Jayasuriya b Shamsi 0
L. Kumara not out 7
Extras (w10) 10
Total (all out, 45.2 overs) 285 
Fall of wickets: 1-20 (Dickwella), 2-37 (Tharanga), 3-
63 (K. Perera), 4-81 (T. Perera), 5-124 (Mendis), 6-155
(Mathews), 7-250 (Dananjaya), 8-273 (de Silva), 9-
275 (Jayasuriya), 10-285 (Lakmal)
Bowling: Rabada 8-0-34-0 (w1), Ngidi 8.2-0-57-4
(w2), Phehlukwayo 9-0-74-3 (w4), Mulder 6-0-34-1
(w1), Shamsi 10-0-62-2 (w2), Duminy 4-0-24-0.
Result: South Africa won by 78 runs
Series: South Africa lead the five-match series 3-0

PALLEKELE, Sri Lanka: Final scoreboard of the third one-day international between Sri Lanka and South
Africa in Pallekele yesterday:


