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Alvarez shocks Kovalev in 
7th round to claim title

NEW YORK: Unbeaten Eleider Alvarez stunned Sergey
Kovalev on Saturday, knocking the Russian champion
down three times in the seventh round to capture the
World Boxing Organization light heavyweight title.
Alvarez hit Kovalev with a powerful combination that
sent him to the canvas for the final knockdown of the
fight at 2:45 of the seventh to give the Colombian his
first world title. “I just can’t describe how I feel,”
Alvarez said. “I wanted to show him that I am strong, I
have a good chin and am ready for big things.”

The 35-year-old Kovalev was trying to re-establish
his dominance in the light heavyweight division in his
first real boxing test since losing in back-to-back fights
to Andre Ward in November 2016 and June 2017.
Kovalev was the more aggressive of the two boxers and
was winning the majority of the rounds heading into the
seventh. But then he let his guard down and Alvarez
seized the opportunity to land a barrage of heavy
punches and go on to win the fight in one of the biggest
boxing upsets of the year. He knocked Kovalev down
the first time with an overhand right to the side of the
head and the second time with a left hook and a
straight right to the forehead.  He then finished him off
with a right hook and left uppercut combination and at
that point the referee stepped in with 15 seconds
before the bell in front of a crowd of 5,600 at the Hard
Rock Hotel in Atlantic City, New Jersey. Kovalev was
taken to the hospital after the fight to receive medical
treatment. “I feel OK. Thank you everyone, thank you
very much to all the fans around the world for your

support,” Kovalev said. “I love you, and I’m fine.” It may
have hurt Kovalev that his two most recent fights - after
losing his titles to Ward - were victories over weak
opponents.  With this loss he drops to a record of 32-3-
1, while Alvarez, who is based in Montreal, Canada,
improved to 24-0 with 12 knockouts.

Seized the moment
The opportunity to win his first title is something the

heavy underdog Alvarez, 34, has been awaiting for a
long time. The 2008 Colombian Olympian had to go
through plenty of adversity to finally become a boxing
champion. He was the mandatory challenger for WBC
titleholder Adonis Stevenson for more than two years. 

But Stevenson kept side stepping Alvarez and that left
him with the next best option: to make a fight with the
dangerous power puncher Kovalev. Kovalev displayed
some of that might early in the bout but Alvarez waited
patiently for his chance, biding his time with a steady
right jab, then unloading the more vicious shots in the
seventh round. The ending was all the more shocking as
Alvarez was not known for his punching power coming
into the fight. “We slowed him a bit and I felt his punches
weren’t as hard as they were at the beginning of the
fight,” Alvarez said. “That was a two-punch knockout.
We practiced that punch in training camp.”

Meanwhile, the result derails plans for a light heavy-
weight unification bout between Kovalev and Dmitry
Bivol, who retained his World Boxing Association belt
with a unanimous decision over Isaac Chilemba on the

same card. Bivol controlled the early and middle rounds
but seemed to tire near the end as Chilemba started to
win some rounds. Bivol did enough to win but failed to

get the knockout that many had predicted before the
fight. One judge scored the fight 116-112 for Bivol, while
the other two had it 120-108.— AFP 

LYTHAM ST ANNES: Thailand’s Pornanong
Phatlum finished the third round as she started it,
with a one-stroke lead at the Women’s British Open
in Lancashire on Saturday. Phatlum carded a com-
posed three-under-par 69 at Royal Lytham & St.
Annes, while England’s Georgia Hall matched the
score by sinking a 10-foot birdie at the last. Phatlum,
who has never won in nearly a decade on the LPGA
Tour, will head into Sunday’s final round at 13-under
203.  Hall is alone in second place on 12 under, with
former women’s world number one Ryu So-yeon of
South Korean on 11 under after a 67. Australian
Minjee Lee and Japan’s Mamiko Higa both bogeyed
the last to card 71 and slip three strokes off the pace,
where they were joined by South Korean Park Sung-
hyun (69)

. 
Fiji title - India’s Bhullar

In another development, India’s Gaganjeet Bhullar
chipped in from off the green to record an eagle on
the 17th hole to propel himself to a one-shot victory
in the Fiji International over Australia’s Anthony
Quayle at the Natadola Bay Championship Golf
Course on Sunday. The 30-year-old’s eagle gave him
the lead over the Queenslander, who shot an impres-
sive nine-under 63 while playing with South African
great Ernie Els. Bhullar made par on the final hole,
leaving his birdie putt a matter of inches short, to fin-
ish with a six-under 66 and 14-under total of 274 to
give him his ninth win on the Asian tour. Quayle fin-
ished on 275, while Els shot a seven-under 65 to tie
for third with New Zealand’s Ben Campbell. Both fin-
ished on 12-under 276.

“I was in basically the same place on day two and
the flag was on the same side of the green so I had a
little bit of an idea that the chip would run a lot,”
Bhullar said of the tournament-winning shot on the
par-five 17th. “It wasn’t an easy chip. I could have
settled for an up and down ... but I knew that I would
need to go birdie-birdie to have a chance to push for
a playoff. “I think the chip in ... closed the deal.”
Bhullar had held a one-stroke lead heading into the
final round and started solidly with three birdies in
his first four holes but then said he was struggling as
he approached the turn in difficult, windy conditions.

Despite making his fourth birdie of the round on
the par-five ninth, he was forced to save par on the
10th hole that he felt arrested what could have been
a slide downhill on the back nine. “Things were a lit-
tle bit tough for me but I managed to make a really
good par save on 10 and that gave me a really big
boost and a lot of confidence,” he said. “After that it
was just one shot at a time.” The right-hander, who
has also won nine titles on the Indian Tour, then sunk
his fifth birdie on the 13th before his chip on 17 gave
him the one-stroke cushion over Quayle. “I knew
somebody would go low,” Bhullar said.

Barracuda Championship
Also, Andrew Putnam stayed aggressive for a sec-

ond straight day to surge to the top of the leader-
board at the Barracuda Championship in Reno on
Saturday. Putnam finished with back-to-back birdies
to seize control with a total of 38 points in the modi-
fied Stableford event. The format awards eight points
for an albatross, five for eagle, two for birdie, none
for par, and subtracts a point for bogey and three for
double-bogeys or worse. Putnam, three points clear
of fellow American Sam Saunders who made a pair
of eagles on his back nine, will be looking for his first
ever PGA Tour victory.

He held a share of the 54-hole lead with world
number one Dustin Johnson at the FedEx St Jude
Classic in June. Putnam stumbled to a final-round 72
while Johnson won with a 66. “That will be impor-
tant, having that experience,” Putnam told
reporters.—Agencies 

Phatlum retains 
one-stroke lead 
at British Open

Unbeaten Alvarez captures light heavyweight title

BRNO: Italian Andrea Dovizioso celebrated his 100th race
for Ducati by holding off teammate Jorge Lorenzo to claim
his second win of the season at the Czech MotoGP in Brno
yesterday. Dovizioso had the Spaniard 0.178sec behind him
at the line with defending world champion and series leader
Marc Marquez (Honda) third at 0.368. Italian veteran
Valentino Rossi (Yamaha) finished fourth at nearly three sec-
onds behind after enjoying a strong start from second in the
grid behind Dovizioso. Dovizioso, 32, started on pole posi-
tion for the first time since 2016. By the end of a thrilling race
held in sweltering temperatures, Dovizioso handed Ducati
their first win in Brno since Australian Casey Stoner in 2007.

Notably missing from the top five finishers during the
past five editions in Brno, Dovizioso capitalized on his strong
start to stay at the head of the pack for most of his near 42-
minute spell on the circuit. At first put under pressure by
Rossi before the Italian veteran dropped off the pace,
Dovizioso kept his composure during the crucial, final laps
where he held firm to keep challenges by Lorenzo and
Marquez at bay. “I really didn’t expect to be so fast today,”
said Dovizioso, who also claimed victory in the season-
opener at Qatar. “I’m very happy for the whole team.”
Marquez’s third place means he remains top of the standings
on 181 points and a 49-point lead on Rossi and 68 on
Dovizioso. “It’s good,” said Marquez. “I need to finish all the
races now, this is the key.” He added: “I was happy with my
speed, I could follow Dovey ... but the problem is fighting
against the Ducati guys. They have such a strong accelera-
tion.” Portugal’s Miguel Oliveira, on a KTM, claimed his sec-

ond win of the season to take command of the Moto 2 series
lead. Oliveira started from fourth on the grid but after a
thrilling duel with Luca Marini (Kalex), who started on pole,
the Portuguese got his nose over the finish line to beat the
Italian by just 0.070secs.

Another Italian, Francesco Bagnaia (Kalex), was third at
0.525. In the Moto 3 category, Italian Fabio Di
Giannantonio, riding a Honda, held off Spaniard Aron Canet

to claim his maiden professional win. Di Giannantonio, 19,
started fifth “but pushed his bike all the way” on his way to
beating teammate Canet by 0.112sec. Czech racer Jakub
Kornfeil (KTM), who had started on pole, finished third.
Italian Marco Bezzecchi (KTM), who finished sixth, now
leads the standings after 10 races with a three-point lead on
Spain’s Jorge Martin, who pulled out on Friday due to a
fracture in his left hand.— AFP 

Dovizioso wins duel 
of Ducatis in Brno

BRNO: Andrea Dovizioso of Italy (right) leads a pack during the MotoGP competition of the Grand Prix at
Masaryk Circuit yesterday in Brno, Czech Republic. — AFP 

NEW JERSEY: Eleider Alvarez (left) and Sergey Kovalev exchange punches during the WBO/IBA Light
Heavyweight Title bout at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Atlantic City in Atlantic City. — AFP 

NANJING: Kento Momota dedicated his world title
yesterday to those who stuck by him when a gambling
scandal threatened to wreck the history-maker’s bud-
ding career. The explosive 23-year-old convincingly
defeated China’s highly promising Shi Yuqi 21-11, 21-13
in Nanjing, becoming the first Japanese man to win the
World Championships. Carolina Marin claimed her own
slice of history as the Spaniard became the first woman
to win three badminton world crowns with an emphatic
victory over PV Sindhu of India. Momota’s career
descended into controversy in 2016 when Japanese
badminton chiefs suspended him for more than a year
for visiting an illegal casino, denying him a place at the
Rio Olympics.

Momota, number two in the world at the time, has
been working his way back to the top ever since and
was the pre-tournament favorite in Nanjing. After dis-
missing Shi, Momota was coy about his temporary
absence from the sport, but said after a pause: “There
was a time when I was away. “But I got a lot of help and
support from many people, this title is a good reward
for them.” Momota, now seventh in the rankings, said he
wanted to emulate greats Lee Chong Wei and Lin Dan,
two super stars who have reigned over badminton for
well over a decade. Lee missed the tournament because
of illness and Lin was well beaten by Shi in the third
round.

“They have had long and successful careers and like
them, I want to give the audience enjoyment,” said
Momota, whose championship-winning point was a
huge anti-climax-the shuttlecock hitting the top of the
net before falling in his favor. The Japanese immediately
apologized to Shi, who was playing in front of his
home-province crowd and appeared nervous, making
numerous errors. The third seed, 22, defeated compatri-
ots Lin and Olympic champion Chen Long on the way
to the final to confirm a changing of the guard in
Chinese men’s badminton. “That is why they call me the

hope of Chinese badminton, but I need to improve on
all fronts,” he said modestly.

More heartbreak for Sindhu
There were tears of joy from the 25-year-old Marin

after her victory over the unfortunate Sindhu in the
women’s final. The aggressive Marin is now the reigning
world and Olympic champion thanks to a ruthless 21-19,
21-10 win. The all-action Spaniard adds the 2018 world
crown to her titles in 2014 and 2015, and the Olympic
gold she won at Sindhu’s expense at Rio 2016. “I feel
really happy, I cannot describe my emotions now, I have
so many inside,” said Marin, who was imperious all
week despite being a modest seventh in the seedings.
Third seed Sindhu, 23, well known for her never-say-
die spirit, has now suffered a string of near-misses.

As well as disappointment at Rio, Sindhu was beaten
in last year’s World Championships final by Japan’s
Nozomi Okuhara and had to settle for silver at this
year’s Commonwealth Games too. Sindhu said she could
not live with the pace of Marin. “She has that speed.
Today she started fast and I was prepared for every-
thing,” said the Indian, who owes her athleticism to vol-
leyball-playing parents. She described another finals
defeat as “frustrating and quite sad”. “But I need to
come back stronger,” she said. Aside from Marin, Japan
and China dominated the last day of action.—AFP 

WASHINGTON: Former champion Svetlana
Kuznetsova dropped just four games to reach her
first WTA final in over a year as the Russian defeated
Germany’s Andrea Petkovic 6-2 6-2 in the semi-finals
of the Citi Open in Washington on Saturday.
Kuznetsova, the former world number two, said she
was surprised how well she played as she continues
to comeback from last November’s wrist surgery. “I
didn’t expect such a good result so fast, because I
haven’t been playing so well after my injury, after my
surgery, so it took me some time to get back,”
Kuznetsova, who was injured at last year’s US Open,
told WTATennis.com.

“I did some good preparation before this tourna-
ment, and I’m feeling great.”

Kuznetsova, who won the Washington tourna-
ment in 2014, will meet Donna Vekic in Sunday’s final.
Vekic turned back China’s Saisai Zheng 7-5 6-3. Both
winners endured long days as they were forced to
play quarter-final matches earlier on Saturday in the
rain-hampered tournament. Kuznetsova turned back
Yulia Putinseva of Kazakhstan 6-2 6-2 while Vekic
knocked off Magda Linette 6-1 7-6(0). Petkovic got
off to a quick start in her semi-final with Kuznetsova,
the German winning 10 of the first 11 points.

But she did not win another game in the set as
Kuznetsova took advantage of 15 unforced errors by
the German to win six consecutive games and took
three of four break point chances. The Russian never
trailed in the second set. Kuznetsova, who last
reached a final at the BNP Paribas Open in March of
2017, said that she originally came back too soon
from injury but now feels in form. “I think I did rush
(back) a little bit. I got injured almost a year ago at
the US Open, and after that, it took me time to decide
to get my first surgery, and after my surgery, it took
me time to recover,” she said. “I wasn’t ready 100
percent, and I’m just starting to build my fitness and
my game now.” —Agencies 

Kuznetsova mauls 
Petkovic to breeze 
into the WTA final

Redemption for
Japan’s 
history-maker
Momota

NANJING: Kento Momota of Japan hits a shot against
Shi Yuqi of China in the men’s singles final during the
badminton World Championships in Nanjing, Jiangsu
province yesterday. —- AFP 


