
selling each 500-millilitre sachet of milk for one dollar.
“Some members in my family think fresh cow milk is not
good for your health and they instead consume pow-
dered milk,” said Abdirahman Ali, who was buying a
sachet at a local supermarket. “But for the past few
months I have been using the milk produced by Irman
Dairy and I really like it, now my whole family has
grown to like it.” Sayid Ali, who owns a supermarket in
Mogadishu said he was happy to finally have locally
produced milk on his shelves. “We used to sell milk
from various brands imported from outside the country
but now we also have Irman Dairy produced locally, the

number of people who are interested is also increas-
ing,” he said.

Despite being one of the most dangerous capitals in
the world, new businesses have been popping up all
over Mogadishu in recent years with both local traders
and members of the diaspora opening supermarkets
and small factories. Most commodities are imported.
“The government needs to encourage local production
otherwise there will not be local investors like the
Irman Dairy, my family is now using this fresh milk
which I know is coming from our local cows,” said
Omar Ahmed, a Somali politician. — AFP 
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Meanwhile, a policeman who requested anonymity
told AFP that drones may have been released from a
nearby apartment that suffered a fire after one explod-
ed. However, other accounts attributed the fire to the
accidental explosion of a gas cylinder.

Late on Saturday, a civilian and military rebel group
calling itself the “National Movement of Soldiers in T-
shirts” claimed responsibility in a statement passed to
US-based opposition journalist Patricia Poleo, who
read it on her YouTube channel. “We cannot tolerate
that the population is suffering from hunger, that the
sick do not have medicine, that the currency has no val-
ue, or that the education system neither educates nor
teaches, only indoctrinating communism,” said the
statement, accusing the regime of having “made public
office an obscene way to get rich.”

Maduro, though, blamed neighboring Colombia: “I
have no doubt that the name Juan Manuel Santos is
behind this attack.” Santos, a Nobel Peace Prize winner
who negotiated a historic peace accord with Marxist
guerrillas FARC, is due to hand over power to the hard-
line right-wing Ivan Duque, a vocal critic of Venezuela’s
regime, tomorrow. The Colombian foreign ministry
denied involvement, saying the allegations were
“absurd” and “lacked any foundation”.

Maduro said investigations pointed to financial
backers who “live in the United States, in the state of

Florida. I hope that President Donald Trump is ready to
fight these terrorist groups”. Speaking on “Fox News
Sunday”, Bolton said that if Venezuela had “hard infor-
mation” of a potential violation of US law, “we will take
a serious look at it”.

Elsewhere, Maduro’s allies Cuba and Bolivia con-
demned the incident. In a statement, the Russia foreign
ministry said: “We are convinced that settling political dif-
ferences must be carried out exclusively in a peaceful and
democratic way.” Iran’s foreign ministry decried “a step
towards causing instability and insecurity in Venezuela,”
while Syria called for “respect of the country’s sovereignty
and no interference in its internal affairs.”

The parade Maduro attended marked the one-year
anniversary of the Constitutional Assembly, a legislative
body packed with loyalists that arrogated powers from
the opposition-ruled National Assembly. Maduro has
remained in power in oil-rich Venezuela despite a col-
lapsing economy and a long-running political crisis.
Hundreds of thousands have fled due to food and medi-
cine shortages and hyperinflation that could reach one
million percent this year, according to the International
Monetary Fund.

Maduro, a 55-year-old former bus driver, has effec-
tively sidelined the fractured opposition through con-
trol of the courts and the electoral body - and unstint-
ing support from the military, which holds key posts in
his government. After Saturday’s explosion, he ordered
the military to be on “maximum alert”. Maduro often
accuses the opposition and the United States of work-
ing together to foment a “coup” to topple him. This
year he brought forward to May presidential elections -
boycotted by the opposition - which handed him a new
six-year term. — AFP 

US denies role as 
Maduro escapes... Continued from Page 1

laptops to design an app for paramedics to speedily
reach people in need of medical attention using geo-
tracking technology. If multiple emergencies arise at
once, the women hoped their app would help prioritize
the most pressing cases.

Two Pakistani professionals paired up with two East
Asian students to develop a “virtual leash” application
to locate relatives lost in the sea of humanity by using
Bluetooth wristbands. Four Saudi men sought to design
sensors for garbage bins that would alert cleaners when
they are full to avert any hygiene scare. And another
group of Saudi women scrawled algorithms and pro-
gramming codes on a whiteboard to design an app to
help non-Arabic speakers translate instructions into
multiple languages without an Internet connection.

With nearly 3,000 programmers - who ate and slept
at the venue - organizers said Saudi Arabia had broken
the Guinness World Record for the largest number of
participants at a hackathon. While their solutions are
still untested, the event, which ended on Friday and
offered cash prizes of around two million riyals
($533,000), was billed as an invention marathon by
organizers. “We aim to upgrade the experience of hajj
for all pilgrims from all over the world,” said Nouf Al-
Rakan, chief executive of the Saudi Federation for Cyber
Security and Programming, which organized the event.
“This (hackathon) will enrich that experience, will give
us plenty of solutions and ideas that we can actually
adapt and invest in,” she told AFP.

Saudi Arabia’s custodianship of Makkah and Madinah

- Islam’s two holiest sites - is seen as the kingdom’s most
powerful form of political legitimacy. But a series of
deadly disasters over the years have prompted criticism
of the kingdom’s management of the annual pilgrimage,
most notably from archrival and Shiite powerhouse Iran.
In Sept 2015, a stampede killed up to 2,300 worshippers
- including hundreds of Iranians - in the worst disaster
ever to strike the pilgrimage. Earlier that month, 100
people were killed when a construction crane toppled
into a courtyard of Makkah’s Grand Mosque.

“I imagine the Saudi authorities are very anxious to
avoid a repeat of past mishaps that could reflect badly
on the ‘modernizing’ narrative around Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman,” said Kristian Ulrichsen, a fel-
low at Rice University’s Baker Institute in the US. Prince
Mohammed’s Vision 2030 reform plan seeks to shift the
economy of Saudi Arabia - the world’s top crude
exporter - away from oil dependency towards other
sources of revenue, including religious tourism. The
scheme for the post-oil era aims to draw six million hajj
pilgrims annually. Additionally, the kingdom hopes to
attract another 30 million pilgrims to umrah, a lesser pil-
grimage to Makkah that can be completed during the
rest of the year.

Last October, Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment
Fund announced plans to set up two investment com-
panies to develop infrastructure in Makkah and
Madinah, in a bid to accommodate the increasing num-
bers of Muslim pilgrims. Last year’s hajj passed with-
out major health or safety upsets, but a politicization
of the hajj remains a concern amid regional rivalries.
Saudi Arabia and its allies are also embroiled in a polit-
ical boycott of neighboring Qatar, which denies accu-
sations of fostering close ties with Iran and backing
extremism. “For the Saudi ruling elite, its custodianship
of the two holy sites is arguably more sensitive this
year in the wake of the heightened tension in the
region,” Ulrichsen said. — AFP 
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Organizers hope to break the world record for the
largest number of people performing the traditional dance
in one place and said 65,000 people took part in Jakarta.
“Poco-poco is the original culture of Indonesia and it’s a
native dance, so we are now performing a mass Poco-poco
dance with 65,000 people setting the world record show-

ing and reiterating Poco-poco belongs to Indonesia,”
police chief Tito Karnavian who took part in the event said. 

Police and military staff, members of parliament, stu-
dents, members of fitness centers as well as 120,000
inmates in more than 500 jails across Indonesia all
showed their best poco-poco moves at the same time.
“This a very good opportunity to show that Indonesia is
conserving its traditions,” high school student Raja Farid
Akbar said. “I am happy that I can help promote a tradi-
tion that could have been forgotten.” About 11,000 ath-
letes and 5,000 officials from 45 Asian countries are
expected to flock to Jakarta and Palembang for the Aug 18
to Sept 2 Games, the world’s biggest multi-sport event
behind the Olympics. — AFP 

Indonesians and 
Joko go loco...

Alex Schenck carries a water bucket while fighting to save his home as the Ranch Fire tears down New Long Valley Rd near Clearlake Oaks, California on Saturday. The Ranch Fire is part of the Mendocino Complex, which is made up of two
blazes, the River Fire and the Ranch Fire.  — AFP 

MOGADISHU: Starting a dairy in Mogadishu was not
an obvious choice: Bombs go off with startling regulari-
ty, electricity is patchy and expensive and most Somalis
don’t even drink fresh cow’s milk. But Abdulkadir
Mohamed Salad, 40, who spent most of his life as a
refugee in Britain where he worked for a dairy, is con-
vinced the business can work in his home country,
where cattle abound yet tons of powdered milk are
imported every year. “It is very difficult to invest in a
hostile environment like Somalia in the first place and
secondly, people here know very little about the dairy
business,” Salad told AFP at his small factory, where a
stainless steel machine pumped milk into blue sachets.

As a result of unsanitary handling of milk in the past,
many in the country believe that cow’s milk is danger-
ous for their health and prefer to drink camel milk or
powdered milk. Salad left his country shortly after the
fall of president Siad Barre’s military regime in 1991
which plunged Somalia into civil war and anarchy,
destroying state institutions and the economy. He
worked as a taxi driver before getting a job at a dairy in
Leicester. His wife and three children remained behind
in the United Kingdom as he returned to try and start a
business in his home country.

Surprised by the amount of cattle in the country, and
the fact that aside from a few farmers selling raw,
untreated milk, there was no proper factory treating the
product, he and two colleagues decided to set up their
own, called Irman Dairy, in 2017. “Livestock is one of
the economic resources of Somalia ... but tons of pow-

dered milk are imported every year while our resources
are wasted here, and few are benefiting,” said Salad.  

Located in southern Mogadishu, Irman has to con-
tend with the constant security challenges in the capi-
tal, which affects both production and distribution. The
city is hit by regular car and suicide bombings by the
Al-Qaeda-linked Shabaab group which has been fight-
ing to overthrow the government for over a decade.
Sometimes their small distribution van, brightly painted
with a giant cow on the side, returns without having
delivered anything, due to road closures when there is
an attack or security concerns.

“There are days when we don’t start the factory
because of the security situation in town, this affects
our business since we have staff and need to pay their
salaries and other administration costs,” said Salad.
“The production capacity of our factory is 10,000
litres per day, but we can only produce 2,000 litres a
day currently because of constraints, including the lack
of a market,” he said.

The factory’s owners have on several occasions con-
sidered throwing in the towel, especially because of the
high cost of electricity. However, this problem was
solved when the company received a donation of a
solar energy system under a US-funded project to
encourage entrepreneurship. “We are very lucky that
we got the solar system to run the factory now, other-
wise we could have closed it down because energy is
big issue here,” said Salad.

Irman distributes to various supermarkets in the city,

Refusing to be cowed, Somali opens first dairy 

MOGADISHU: A worker prepares dairy products at the Irman milk factory on the outskirts of Mogadishu on July
13, 2018. — AFP 


