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‘Shot like a dog’: Zimbabwe
buries post-election dead

‘Ishmael was a vendor, he wasn’t a political activist’
CHINAMHORA: The four children of a fruit-sell-
er gunned down by Zimbabwean soldiers in
post-election violence wept uncontrollably at the
sight of their father lying in a casket under a bak-
ing sun. Ishmael Kumire, 41, was one of the six
victims of Wednesday’s bloody chaos, sparked
when troops fired on opposition activists
protesting alleged electoral fraud. The father of
four, known as “Shuz”, was buried Saturday in
the village of Chinamhora, 45 kilometers north-
east of Harare, watched by 200 mourners.

His fellow vendors swept into the yard of his
home, packed into a minibus emblazoned with
the words “I am blessed”, alighting drumming
and dancing. Women hunched over large cooking
pots balanced on fires, preparing food for the
mourners. Kumire’s death carries a bitter irony.
According to his brother Steven Matope, the
fruit-seller was not among the opposition pro-
testers angrily claiming that the ruling ZANU-PF
had stolen the election.

Instead, he was caught up in the violence
because he had stayed at the scene of the protest
to protect his fruit. “Ishmael was a vendor, he was-
n’t a political activist,” Matope said. “He supported
the ruling party-but then, it’s the same ruling party
that has killed him.” His funeral came a day after
ZANU-PF’s President Emmerson Mnangagwa
was declared the winner of Zimbabwe’s historic
elections, the first since veteran autocrat Robert

Mugabe was ousted by the military last year.
Mnangagwa had hailed the polls as a chance to
consign to the past Mugabe’s repressive 37-year
rule, but Wednesday’s crackdown was a brutal
reminder of the violence of his era.

‘Killing for no reason’ 
“If the ruling party is killing the people it is

supposed to govern, I don’t know who it is going
to rule. That’s very painful,” Matope added. “He
was just selling his tomatoes,” he said of his
brother. Kumire’s brother-in-law Ignatious
Neshava, who witnessed the shooting, told AFP
how soldiers swooped on them as they stood
guard over his wares, fearing that $700-worth of
freshly-purchased produce would be looted amid
the chaos.

“He was standing five meters from me... and
suddenly I heard gunshots. I thought they were
firing rubber bullets,” said Neshava. “I turned
around and saw Ishmail on the ground, face-
down. I saw a cartridge next to him and then, as I
tried to turn his body, a soldier came and pointed
a gun to my head. “By that time, Ishmail was
bleeding profusely.” Neshava was sure he was
going to be killed too. “How can they deploy sol-
diers in town, killing people for no apparent rea-
son?” he asked, as the wooden casket was low-
ered into the ground.

Local leader Backshow Matope was also in

Harare when the violence flared. “I saw one
woman being shot dead along Samora Machel
Avenue,” the 62-year-old said. “It is very painful
that this happens shortly after we voted-what’s
the point of voting if as soon as you finish voting,
your relative is killed?” Kumire’s widow
Suspicious Ziyambe, 35, described her husband
as a doting father. “I have nothing that I’m able to
do, I’m unemployed. He didn’t want me to work,
saying he was able to take care of his family,” she
said, sobbing.

“I can’t even take over his job. How am I going
to look after these children? Tell me, how? He
used to do everything for his children.” Kumire’s
brother Douglas said civilians in Zimbabwe were
“like animals in a game park”. “We are not pro-
tected,” the 54-year-old said. “The same soldiers
who removed Mugabe and we celebrated are
now being sent to kill people after we voted.”

As opposition leader Nelson Chamisa pressed
on with his claim that the election was rigged,
Bishop Guide Makore of the Christian Marching
Church prayed for divine intervention. “There is a
crisis in Zimbabwe. Lord hear our situation,
speak to Zimbabwe, speak to the executive, to
the judiciary,” said the clergyman. “We are
appealing to the African Union, to the Southern
African Development Community, to the
Commonwealth to help come to our rescue.” In
Harare, Jinty Rubenstein was mourning her

brother Gavin Charles, who leaves behind a 13-
year-old daughter. “My brother was shot twice,
in the arm and in the pelvis-he was shot like a

dog,” she said. “He wouldn’t hurt a fly. My family
fought for this country and they shoot my broth-
er like a dog.” — AFP 

Afghan suicide
blast kills 3
Czech soldiers
KABUL: A suicide bombing claimed by the
Taleban killed three Czech soldiers on patrol in
eastern Afghanistan yesterday, the deadliest
assault on NATO troops for many months.
“Three Resolute Support service members were
killed by a suicide bomber during a combined,
dismounted patrol with Afghan forces in eastern
Afghanistan,” NATO’s Resolute Support mission
said in a statement. In Prague, the military said
the dead soldiers were Czech.

A US member of the patrol and two Afghan
soldiers were wounded, NATO added. The attack
by a lone bomber on foot happened at 6am in the
city of Charikar in Parwan province 60 kilome-
ters north of Kabul, said provincial governor’s
spokesman Wahida Shahkar. The Taleban in a
statement claimed responsibility, saying they
killed or wounded eight American soldiers in a
“tactical explosion”. The Czech army said in a
statement that three of its soldiers, a staff ser-
geant and two corporals, were killed in the
explosion. “The tragic death of our three soldiers
has struck me deeply, and I wish to express my

deepest condolences to their families,” said
Defence Minister Lubomir Metnar. Thirteen
Czech soldiers have now been killed in
Afghanistan. The NATO force largely ended its
combat mission in Afghanistan in 2014 and pulled
out the bulk of its troops. A 16,000-strong resid-
ual force remains for training and counter-terror-
ism operations.

Of these, the US accounts for 13,000 soldiers,
about 2,000 of whom are assigned to anti-terror
combat missions. Last month a US soldier was
killed and two others wounded in an “apparent
insider attack” in southern Afghanistan.
Casualties among the NATO force have fallen
dramatically since most were withdrawn from
combat. But the Taleban and the Islamic State
(IS) group have recently stepped up their attacks
against government and civilian targets. On
Friday two suicide bombers dressed as women
struck a Shiite mosque in Gardez, the capital of
Paktia province, while it was crowded with wor-
shippers for weekly prayers. Thirty-five were
killed and more than 90 wounded.

The burqa-clad attackers shot at the
mosque’s security guards before opening fire on
worshippers and then detonating their explo-
sives. Last month an IS suicide bomber blew
himself up near Kabul international airport,
kill ing 23 people including AFP driver
Mohammad Akhtar. Both attacks were claimed
by IS, which is trying to make inroads in
Afghanistan. — AFP 

HARARE: Relatives and friends mourn on August 4, 2018 at the end of the funeral gather-
ing for Silvia Maphosa, shot during the post election violence in Harare on August 1, the
day after the nation went to the polls in national elections. —  AFP 

Kenya, Tanzania
mark bombings
which introduced
Al-Qaeda
NAIROBI: Kenya and Tanzania tomorrow
mark 20 years since the devastating US
embassy bombings that thrust Al-Qaeda
onto the global stage and went on to shape
how a generation thinks about personal
security. It was mid-morning on August 7,
1998, when the first massive blast hit the US
embassy in downtown Nairobi, followed
minutes later by an explosion in Dar es
Salaam, killing a total of 224 people and
injuring around 5,000 — almost all of them
Africans.

With two monster bombs loaded onto the
back of trucks and a trail of carnage in east
Africa, the world was introduced to Osama
bin Laden three years before the September
11 attacks in New York would make him a
household name. “It wasn’t the first time Al-
Qaeda had carried out an attack, but in
terms of the spectacular, catastrophic nature
of the incident, they really announced their
entry onto the world stage,” said Martin
Kimani, head of Kenya’s National Counter
Terrorism Centre. “When 9/11 happened it
was shocking and surprising, but a prece-
dent had been set here in east Africa.”

According to “The Looming Tower”, a
Pulitzer Prize-winning book on the rise of
Al-Qaeda, bin Laden gave various reasons
for targeting the embassies, such as the
deployment of American troops to Somalia
and a US plan to partition Sudan, where he
had lived for five years until being expelled
in 1996. However, author Lawrence Wright
concluded that the main goal was to “lure
the United States into Afghanistan”.

Boosting Al-Qaeda’s image 
This aim was achieved, in the aftermath of

the attacks, with the US launching strikes on
Sudan and Afghanistan that were “largely
seen as ineffective”, said Daniel Byman, a
counterterrorism expert at the Brookings
Institution. The strikes led the Taleban in
Afghanistan to “embrace the group more
closely”, he said, and also boosted the image
of a group seen as standing up to the United
States in the Muslim world. Byman said the
attack was the first to show that Al-Qaeda

“had tremendous reach and it can do sophis-
ticated operations”.

“It showed Al-Qaeda that international
terrorism could generate tremendous atten-
tion, and not just attention from its adver-
saries... it was a form of advertising in a
way.” The years since 9/11 have been shaped
by the so-called “war on terror” and the
proliferation of American military operations
— notably in Afghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan.

At the same time, Al-Qaeda went on to
inspire affiliates around the globe, carrying
out attacks across the Middle East as well as
from Bali to Madrid, London and Paris.
Islamist insurgencies have wreaked havoc in
the Sahel, Nigeria and Somalia, and — on sev-
eral bloody occasions since the 1998 bomb-
ings — Kenya. “Kenya itself was not primarily
the target but of course we ended up with the
majority of fatalities and consequences of that
attack,” said Kimani. “We continue to be on
the frontlines of this struggle.”

‘Dealing with terrorism’ 
Two years after Kenya sent troops across

the border into Somalia to fight the Al-
Qaeda-linked Al-Shabaab — which had been
carrying out attacks on its soil — the group
killed 67 people in an attack on the Westgate
shopping centre in Nairobi in 2013. Then in
2015, a Shabaab attack on the Garissa
University in eastern Kenya left 148 dead.

However, Kimani said counterterrorism
efforts by Kenya had proved successful,
confining Shabaab attacks to remote areas in
recent years as a result of new anti-terror
legislation and improved co-ordination
between different security forces. He said
efforts to build trust with communities where
jihadists hide out, and understanding how
recruitment happens to nip it in the bud has
also been key.

“The threat is still there, believe me, but 20
years later we have become much better at
dealing with terrorism than we used to be,” he
said. “Globally terrorism has left a deep, deep
social imprint. It has changed the way people
think about security. Here in Kenya there are
guards at malls and hotels and that is repli-
cated in many parts of the world.”

Kimani said governments need to focus
on improving livelihoods and providing basic
services to erase the “pockets of despera-
tion” that prove so fruitful for recruitment. In
recent years, attention has swung away from
Al-Qaeda to its rival Islamic State (IS) group
which formed in 2013, captured swathes of
territory and inspired numerous so-called
“lone wolf” attacks from afar. However,
experts warn that while IS has since lost its
territory and reach, Al-Qaeda has been qui-
etly rebuilding. “Their ideological ability to
be grafted onto local grievances continues
to make them a threat,” said Kimani. — AFP 

An undated file handout picture obtained on October 2, 2001 from the office of the US
Attorney for the Southern District of New York shows Saudi-born millionaire Osama Bin
Laden (C), Ayman Al-Zawahiri (L), a physician and the founder of the Egyptian Islamic
Jihad, and Muhammad Atef (R), who has been indicted in the US for his alleged involve-
ment in the 1998 bombings of US Embassies in Tanzania and Kenya. — AFP 

DR Congo tense
as presidential 
challengers line up
KINSHASA: The Democratic Republic of Congo
was headed Sunday into a crucial week, with
President Joseph Kabila set to declare whether
he will run again in elections as one key chal-
lenger returned home and another was banned.
The DRC was thrown into a crisis nearly two
years ago when Kabila refused to step down.

And it has been further roiled by the return of
former vice president Jean-Pierre Bemba, 55,
freshly acquitted of war-crimes convictions in
The Hague, who flew back to Kinshasa for a
brief visit to lodge his candidacy for the
December 23 elections. He is due to head back
to Europe this week. Another key rival is Moise
Katumbi, a powerful former governor of mineral-
rich Katanga province-who has been living in
self-imposed exile after falling out with Kabila.

But his supporters are incensed after authori-
ties twice barred him from returning, and said he
could be arrested if he sets foot in the country.
“Katumbi tried to come back, no-one can criti-
cize him for doing what he needed to do, we are
now waiting to see what happens on
Wednesday,” said a diplomatic source in
Kinshasa who doesn’t believe Kabila will reveal
his plans by the set deadline. 

“Katumbi is seen as the main challenger
because he is from the east of the country, like
Kabila, and can galvanise support there,” said

Georges Kapiamba, human rights lawyer and
president of the Congolese Association for
Access to Justice. He said the 53-year-old would
likely join forces with another major political
player, Felix Tshisekedi, 55 — an alliance that
would pose a hefty threat to Kabila or his cho-
sen successor. The DRC is one of the world’s
most volatile countries and worries about the
elections run deep, with many observers fearing
it could spiral once more into bloodshed. The
vast country has never known a peaceful transi-
tion of power since it gained independence from
Belgium in 1960. In the space of one generation,
it was gripped by two wars that sucked in coun-
tries from around the region. 

Many provinces are already in the grip of
armed conflict and millions have had to flee
their homes, many flocking to Uganda,
Tanzania, Angola and Zambia. A regional sum-
mit has been scheduled for mid-August, and the
DRC elections are likely to dominate the agen-
da. Last month, the UN’s High Commissioner
for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein,
warned of “numerous violations of human rights
norms and principles” in the DRC, raising “seri-
ous doubts about the credibility of the coun-
try’s long-delayed elections”. The level of anxi-
ety today is “the worst in 20 years”, said the
head of a political NGO who has lived in the
DRC for two decades. 

Kabila, who took the helm in 2001 from his
assassinated father, Laurent-Desire Kabila, was
meant to step down at the end of 2016 at the
end of his second mandate. But he has stayed in
office, invoking a constitutional clause to stay
in power until a successor is elected, and pro-
voking protests that have been suppressed with
deadly fire. — AFP

HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s leader joined
mainland China yesterday in urging the city’s
Foreign Correspondents’ Club to cancel a
planned speech by a Hong Kong independ-
ence advocate whose party is threatened
with a ban. “We respect the international
media and respect the Foreign
Correspondents’ Club’s activities in Hong
Kong,” said Hong Kong chief executive
Carrie Lam, expressing “regret” at the
planned event. 

“I hope our friends in the FCC will also
respect that the Hong Kong SAR is an insep-
arable part of the People’s Republic of China,”
she said, noting that its historic club building
was government-owned. Hong Kong, a semi-
autonomous Special Administrative Region
of China, enjoys freedoms unseen on the
mainland under a handover agreement signed
by Britain and China. But concern is growing
that these freedoms including freedom of
speech are being eroded by an increasingly
assertive China.

The FCC is due to host a talk by Andy
Chan, convenor of the tiny pro-indepen-

dence Hong Kong National Party, on August
14. Authorities formally applied last month to
ban the party. It was the first time such a ban
has been sought since Britain handed over
Hong Kong in 1997 and was the latest move
to stifle calls for the city’s independence,
which have infuriated China even though
they attract little support.

Freedom of speech 
China’s foreign ministry recently request-

ed a meeting with the FCC and asked for the
event with Chan to be cancelled, a source
told AFP. In a statement issued Friday the
ministry said: “We resolutely oppose any
external forces providing a platform for
‘Hong Kong independence’ elements to
spread fallacies.” The talk is part of a “club
lunch” tradition which has seen an array of
speakers, including Chinese officials, speak
to members and the media. The club said it
had no plans to scrap Chan’s talk.

“We stand for freedom of the press, we
stand for freedom of information... we are
very keen to hear everybody speak from all

sides of the political debate,” FCC vice pres-
ident Victor Mallet told AFP. “We of course
have often had Chinese officials and others
making their case at the club, but also their
opponents. And this applies to every coun-
try, not just China,” Mallet added. Hong
Kong’s former leader Leung Chun-ying —
whose administration faced down major
youth-led democracy protests in 2014 —
weighed in on Facebook, saying that discus-
sion of Hong Kong independence “is an
absolute and clear red line”.

In a separate post addressed to Mallet,
Leung wrote: “We ought to be gravely con-
cerned if this is the policy of your Club
because before long you will invite advo-
cates for Taiwan independence to speak
publicly at your Club.” Perched on the slopes
of downtown Central and housed in a colo-
nial-era building, the FCC has served as a
venue for debates and media gatherings
since its arrival in the city in 1949.

Hong Kong police last month sought to
ban Chna’s party — which promotes the
city’s independence from China but only has
a core membership of around a dozen peo-
ple — citing it as a national security threat.
The city’s security chief had said he was
considering the police’s request while the
party was given a few weeks to make repre-
sentations. — AFP 

HK press club pressured 
by Beijing to cancel talk

KINSHASA: Congolese opponent Jean-Pierre Bemba (C) speaks to the press after
applying to be a candidate for next presidential elections of December 23, at the
office of the Independent Electoral Commission. — AFP 


