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KUWAIT: Venerable rock inscriptions recently
unearthed in Kuwait indicate that civilizations dating
back centuries had at one point in time thrived in the
Gulf state, said a Kuwaiti official yesterday. Chief among
the inscriptions is one written in the Cuneiform script,
which first emerged in the year 2300 BC, the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters’ (NCCAL) director
of the department of archaeology Dr Sultan Al-Duweish
revealed in a statement. Speaking on the sidelines of an
exhibition on petroglyphs in Kuwait, he said that some
rocks also featured inscriptions in Aramaic, which first
appeared in Failaka Island.

Meanwhile, Duweish explained that other rocks are
emblazoned with the Greek writing, which made its way
to Kuwait concurrently with the arrival of Alexander the
Great. Rock inscriptions bearing an ancient Arabic cal-
ligraphy were also among the discoveries, demonstrat-
ing the transformation of the Arabic language over the
years, he added. Mohammad bin Ridha, the annual sum-
mer expo’s chief organizer, said that the four-day event
is part of a festival that depicts Kuwait’s illustrious his-
tory and the vast civilizations that existed on its soil. He
added that the festival is stacked with a plethora of cul-
tural festivities, including workshops, musical perform-
ances and seminars. — KUNA

Ancient petroglyphs in
Kuwait tell historical tale

Cuneiform script among rock inscriptions recently unearthed in Kuwait 

Kuwait University officials inspect preparations at Shadadiya University

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait University assistant secretary general for administrative affairs Ali Al-Ustath visited Sabah Al-Salem University City in Shadadiya to inspect buildings and open yards. He was accompanied by
director of general services Sanabel Al-Duwaisan and other employees. Ustath said the visit aimed at checking buildings that will be ready during February and September of 2019.

KUWAIT: National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters’ director of the
department of archaeology Dr Sultan Al-Duweish (right) and
Mohammad bin Ridha, the annual summer expo’s chief organizer,
inspect an item at the exhibition. — KUNA photos A wide shot of the exhibition. A display of Cuneiform script.

Greek writing stand.A stone with inscriptions from the Hellenistic period.


