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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti mountaineer Yousef Al-
Refai reached the highest volcanic peak in the
continent of Oceania, part of a mountain range
in Papua New Guinea. Refai said that he
planned this trip for a whole year after inquir-
ing from the locals about the natural structure,
which stands 4,367-meters above sea level.
The mountaineer added that a guide from the
natives accompanied him on this epic odyssey,
which lasted eight days with two spent in a
rainforest.

Refai, 21, said that he started mountaineering
in 2015 to try out a new adventure, but he fell in
love with the sport ever since. He also said that
he had climbed a number of mountains, the first
of which was Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest
peak in Africa, in December 2015 and Russia’s
highest mountain Elbrus in July 2017. Papua
New Guinea is located in the southeast of the
Pacific Ocean on the continent of Oceania near
Indonesia. Its inhabitants, who were completely
isolated from the outside world, were discov-
ered in 1983. — KUNA

Amir receives senior state
officials, former Iraqi minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received
at Seif Palace yesterday His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir also
received Acting Speaker of the National
Assembly Dr Odeh Al-Rowaie. His Highness
the Amir  then received Deputy Pr ime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and the for-
mer Minister of Finance in the Republic of
Iraq, Hoshyar Mahmoud Zebari, on the occa-
sion of his visit to the country. The meeting
was attended by Deputy Minister of Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and Deputy Foreign

Minister Khaled Sulaiman Al-Jarallah. Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled also met separately with
the Zebari, in presence of senior foreign min-
istry officials.

Condolences
In other news, His Highness the Amir sent a

cable to the Russian President Vladimir Putin
offering his condolences to the victims of a heli-
copter crash in the Krasnoyarsk region of
Siberia. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables
to the Russian President. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir sent a

cable of condolences to the President of
Afghanistan Ashraf Ghani over the death of citi-
zens in the suicide bombing, targeting a mosque
in Gardez district, in Paktia province. His
Highness the Crown Prince and His Highness the
Prime Minister addressed cables of identical
content to the Afghan president.

In the meantime, His Highness the Amir sent a
cable of condolences to President of the Swiss
Federation Alan Beerse on the victims of the
twin aircrafts crash near Nidwalden and
Graubunden in the Swiss Alps. The incidents
claimed the lives of all people onboard. His
Highness the Crown Prince and His Highness the
Prime Minister addressed cables of identical
content to the Swiss president. — KUNA

Amir offers condolences to Russian, Afghan, Swiss presidents

Kuwaiti mountaineer reaches highest 
volcanic peak in Oceania

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with Acting Speaker of the National Assembly Dr Odeh Al-Rowaie.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with former Minister of Finance in the Republic of Iraq Hoshyar
Mahmoud Zebari.

FM discusses regional
developments with
Zambian counterpart
KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah met yester-
day with the visiting Zambian Minister of Foreign Affairs
Joseph Malanji, to discuss bilateral ties between the two
countries. The meeting also tackled the latest develop-
ments regionally and internationally. Foreign Ministry sen-
ior officials attended the meeting.

Separately, Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Lt Gen Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah dis-
cussed yesterday with US Ambassador to Kuwait
Lawrence Silverman a number of issues of mutual interest
and ways of bolstering cooperation in the security sphere
between the two countries. The Interior Ministry’s
Department of Relations and Security Media said that the
minister asserted during the meeting the deep-rooted ties
between Kuwait and the US. Meanwhile, the US
Ambassador praised the role of the State of Kuwait in
substantiating peace and security in the region, under-
scoring significance of the issues that were discussed dur-
ing the meeting in strengthening ties between the two
countries. — KUNA

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
meets with former Minister of Finance in the Republic of Iraq Hoshyar Mahmoud Zebari.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of State for
National Assembly Affairs said yesterday
that the Kuwaiti government achieved at
the end of the second session of the 15th
legislative term of the National Assembly
the highest rate of response to parliamen-
tary questions since the fifth legislative
term in 1981, a percentage of 90 percent. 

The ministry said in a press statement
that the government’s achievement of this
percentage confirms its positive cooper-
ation with the National Assembly in
accordance with the directives of His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. The

total number of questions included at the
end of the second session of the fifteenth
legislative term of the current National
Assembly amounted to 2,595 questions,
whi le total  responses of  ministers
reached 2,346 answers, response rate of
90 percent, the ministry said. 

The total questions in 1981 Council’s
fifth term amounted to 1,094 questions
with 988 answers, response rate of 90
percent, the ministry added. The total
questions in the previous 2013 Council
amounted  to  3 , 148  ques t ions  w i th
2,706 answers, response rate of  86
percent. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah meets with Zambia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Joseph
Malanji.  — KUNA photos

Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Lt Gen Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah
meets with US Ambassador Lawrence Silverman.

KUWAIT: Director General of Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) visited staff
sergeant Nayef Nasser Al-Ajmi from Um Al-Haiman fire center who was injured on
his way to work and was admitted to Adan Hospital.  —  By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti mountaineer Yousef Al-Refai raises Kuwait’s flag on the highest volcanic peak
in the continent of Oceania.  — KUNA

Assembly records highest
response rate since 1981


