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England record 1,000th Test, beat India

BIRMINGHAM: Ben Stokes took three wick-
ets yesterday, including the prize scalp of
India captain Virat Kohli, as England won the
first Test by 31 runs in a thrilling finish at
Edgbaston. The all-rounder, who could miss
next week’s second Test of a five-match series
at Lord’s because of a court trial on a charge
of affray starting tomorrow, took two wickets
in an over including that of Kohli.

Stokes ended the match, England’s 1,000th
Test, when he had Hardik Pandya (31) caught
at first slip by Alastair Cook, with India
bowled out for 162, having been set 194 to
win. Stokes finished with innings figures of
four for 40 in 14.2 overs. However, fellow
England all-rounder Sam Curran was named
man-of-the-match after starring with both bat
and ball.

That England had a target of 194 to defend
was largely down to the 20-year-old Curran’s
63, his maiden Test fifty in just his second
match at this level rescuing the hosts from the
depths of 87 for seven. Curran’s innings came
just a day after the Surrey left-arm swing

bowler’s Test-best haul of four for 74 during
India’s first innings of 274 that featured a bril-
liant 149 by Kohli-his maiden Test century in
England. An elated Stokes told Sky Sports:
“Virat played a brilliant knock in the first
innings but moments like that (getting him
out) change games. 

“I am proud to be part of his group. I
thought we were a bit behind yesterday
(Friday) but for Sam Curran to play the way
he did was a real turning point.” A stunned
Curran added: “I can’t take it all in, it is all
very special.” For England captain Joe Root
there was the relief of seeing his side win the
first Test of a series after a run of three
straight defeats in campaign openers against
Australia, New Zealand and Pakistan. “I am
thrilled, it was a fantastic team performance,”
said Root. “I asked the guys to play with pas-
sion and show belief. If we did that, we would
give ourselves a chance.”

‘Fearless’ 
Meanwhile Kohli urged India to remain

“positive and fearless” during the rest of the
series. “It was a great game of cricket and I
was glad to be involved in such a fantastic
Test match,” said Kohli. “We showed charac-
ter at times but England were relentless in the
areas they hit. “Our bowlers were outstanding
in the second innings. Hopefully we will build
on that. There is no hiding from this game. We
have to play positive and fearless.”
Yesterday’s play started with the match on a
knife edge. India were 110 for five-still 84 runs
shy of victory-with England needing five
wickets. Given the sunny conditions in
Birmingham, the only certainty then was the
match would finish with more than a day to
spare. Kohli was 43 not out and wicket-keep-
er Dinesh Karthik unbeaten on 18.

England knew they needed early strikes
and James Anderson, their all-time leading
Test wicket-taker, duly obliged when he had
Karthik (20) caught low down by Dawid
Malan at second slip off just the sixth ball of
the day. It was a morale-boosting moment for
Malan, who had dropped three slip catches

this match, including flooring Kohli on 21 and
51 during the star batsman’s first-innings cen-
tury. New batsman Pandya played several sol-
id defensive shots before driving Stuart Broad

down the ground for a textbook four. Kohli
then completed an 88-ball fifty when he
glanced Anderson down to fine leg, the fourth
four of his innings. —AFP 

CALIFORNIA: Venus Williams suf-
fered an upset 6-4 7-6(2) defeat at the
hands of Greece’s Maria Sakkari on
Friday in the quarter-final of the
Silicon Valley Classic. The 38-year-old
Williams held a 3-0 lead in the open-
ing set and was up 5-3 in the second
but could not hold off a relentless
opponent 15 years her junior.

Williams has not advanced past the
third round of a tournament since
March and has yet to find the form that
helped her reach two Grand Slam finals
in 2017. World No 49 Sakkari has
moved through her first three matches
without dropping a set. She needed
one hour and 43 minutes to beat
Williams, and saved two set points in

the second set in the process. Sakkari
will now face American Danielle
Collins who moved into the semis after
former world number one Victoria
Azarenka retired injured when trailing
3-0 in the second set after claiming the
first in a tiebreaker.

It will be the second semi-final of
the year for Collins. Johanna Konta
was also sent packing after a 7-6(4) 6-
3 quarter-final loss to fourth seed Elise
Mertens. The Briton had opened the
tournament with a bang on Tuesday
when she shocked 23-times grand slam
champion Serena Williams 6-1 6-0, the
worst loss of the American great’s
career. Konta was unable to recreate
the magic, however, instead squander-
ing a 5-2 lead in the opening set
against the Belgian before bowing out
meekly. Mertens, bidding for her fourth
title of the year, moves into a semi-final
against fifth seeded Romanian Mihaela
Buzarnescu.— Reuters
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Stokes treble sees England to thrilling win over India

LAS VEGAS: Mixed martial arts fighter
Conor McGregor will meet Russian light-
weight champion Khabib Nurmagomedov in
Las Vegas in October on his return to the
Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC). The
Oct 6 bout will be Irishman McGregor’s first
since the former two-time division champion
pleaded guilty in New York last month to a
misdemeanor disorderly conduct charge for
throwing a hand truck at a bus full of fighters
in Brooklyn in April.

The Nurmagomedov fight, part of UFC
229, is tipped to be the biggest in the champi-
onship’s short history and could become the
first MMA match to hit two million in pay-
per-view sales. McGregor, 30, has not fought
in the octagon since he knocked out Eddie
Alvarez in Nov. 2016 to win the lightweight

title and become the first fighter to hold two
UFC belts at the same time. Since then, his
only prize fight has been a lucrative boxing
bout against Floyd Mayweather which he lost.
McGregor was eventually stripped of both his
UFC belts, and in his absence the lightweight
division has become one of the most exciting

in the UFC. The unbeaten Nurmagomedov is
currently at the top of the pile, having
secured the belt in an unanimous decision win
over Al Iaquinta in Brooklyn in April. Ever
since, fans have wanted to see how his smoth-
ering style would fare against McGregor’s
punching and quick movement.— Reuters
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BIRMINGHAM: England’s bowler Ben Stokes (right) celebrates taking the wicket of India؛s Mohammed Shami during play on the fourth day of the first Test cricket match between England and India at Edgbaston in
Birmingham yesterday. — AFP 

SCOREBOARD

England 1st Innings 287 (J Root 80, J Bairstow 70; R
Ashwin 4-62, M Shami 3-64)
India 1st Innings 274 (V Kohli 149; S Curran 4-74)
England 2nd Innings 180 (S Curran 63; I Sharma 5-
51, R Ashwin 3-59)

India 2nd Innings (target 194, overnight: 110-5)
M. Vijay lbw b Broad 6
S. Dhawan c Bairstow b Broad 13
KL Rahul c Bairstow b Stokes 13
V. Kohli lbw b Stokes 51
A. Rahane c Bairstow b Curran 2
R. Ashwin c Bairstow b Anderson 13
D. Karthik c Malan b Anderson 20
H. Pandya c Cook b Stokes 31
M. Shami c Bairstow b Stokes 0

I. Sharma lbw b Rashid 11
U. Yadav not out 0
Extras (b1, lb2) 2
Total (all out, 54.2 overs, 264 mins) 162
Fall of wickets: 1-19 (Vijay), 2-22 (Dhawan), 3-46
(Rahul), 4-63 (Rahane), 5-78 (Ashwin), 6-112
(Karthik), 7-141 (Kohli), 8-141 (Shami), 9-154
(Sharma), 10-162 (Pandya)
Bowling: Anderson 16-2-50-2; Broad 14-2-43-2;
Stokes 14.2-40-4; Curran 6-0-18-1; Rashid 4-1-9-1
England: Alastair Cook, Keaton Jennings, Joe Root
(capt), Dawid Malan, Jonny Bairstow (wkt), Ben
Stokes, Jos Buttler, Sam Curran, Adil Rashid, Stuart
Broad, James Anderson.

Result: England won by 31 runs.

BIRMINGHAM, United Kingdom: Scoreboard on the fourth day of the first Test between England and India at
Edgbaston yesterday:


