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N Korea criticizes ‘alarming’ US 
impatience on denuclearization 

Pompeo stresses need to maintain full sanctions pressure
SINGAPORE: North Korea yesterday said the
US was acting with “alarming” impatience on the
issue of denuclearization, after Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo stressed the need to main-
tain full sanctions pressure on Pyongyang. The
contrasting comments at a security forum in
Singapore came after a new UN report showed
Pyongyang was continuing with its nuclear and
missile programs and evading sanctions through
ship-to-ship oil transfers.

At historic talks with President Donald Trump
in June, North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un
signed up to a vague commitment to “denu-
clearization of the Korean Peninsula”-a far cry
from long-standing US demands for complete,
verifiable and irreversible disarmament. While
US officials have publicly been optimistic about
the agreement, Pyongyang appears to have
made little substantial progress and concerns
have been growing that some UN member states
have been easing sanctions.

At the ASEAN Regional Forum, Foreign
Minister Ri Yong Ho insisted North Korea stood
“firm in its determination and commitment” to
implement the June agreement signed in
Singapore. But he criticized the US for under-
mining confidence in the process: “What is
alarming, however, is the insistent moves mani-
fested within the US to go back to the old, far
from its leader’s intention.” Since the June
agreement, Pyongyang had taken “goodwill
measures”, including a halt on nuclear and mis-

sile tests and “dismantling a nuclear test
ground”, he said, according to a statement.

Sanctions worries 
“However, the United States, instead of

responding to these measures, is raising its voice
louder for maintaining the sanctions against the
DPRK,” he said, using the initials of the North’s
official name. “As long as the US does not show
in practice its strong will to remove our con-
cerns, there will be no case whereby we will
move forward first unilaterally,” Ri added.

Ri also accused the US of “extremely inap-
propriate” behavior by putting pressure on oth-
er countries not to send high-level delegations
to celebrations to mark the 70th anniversary of
North Korea in September. It was not the first
time the North has appeared unhappy at what it
sees at US impatience to push them quickly
along the path of denuclearization.

When Pompeo met with North Korean offi-
cials in Pyongyang last month to flesh out the
regime’s commitment, they condemned his
“gangster-like” insistence that the North move
towards unilateral disarmament. Earlier at the
same forum, Pompeo said he was emphasizing to
countries “the importance of maintaining diplo-
matic and economic pressure on North Korea”
but also said that he was “optimistic” about the
prospects for progress when it came to North
Korean denuclearization.

Yesterday’s forum, hosted by the Association

of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), brings
together top diplomats from 26 countries and
the European Union for talks on political and
security issues in the Asia-Pacific. As well as the
US and North Korea, it includes foreign minis-
ters from China, Russia, South Korea and Japan,
all countries traditionally involved in efforts to
curtail the North’s nuclear ambition. At the
meeting, the US delegation also delivered a let-
ter from Trump intended for Kim, by passing it
to Ri, Pompeo said in a tweet. It was Trump’s
reply to a letter he received from Kim earlier this
week, he said.

All smiles 
Pompeo also briefly met the North’s foreign

minister Saturday. The US top diplomat went
over to greet him at a joint photo of ministers
ahead of the day’s main forum, with the pair
shaking hands, smiling and exchanging some
words. While the encounter was brief, State
Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert
described it as a “step in the right direction” giv-
en where US-North Korea relations were a year
ago, as tensions soared due to the North’s
weapons tests.

Pompeo had already left the forum to fly to
the next stop on his trip, Indonesia, when Ri
delivered his fiery statement, she said. On sanc-
tions, Pompeo singled out Russia after reports
suggested Moscow breached the measures by
granting work permits to North Korean workers.

During meetings with other foreign ministers in
Singapore, Pompeo said he had called specifical-
ly for sanctions to be enforced through halting
ship-to-ship oil transfers. Cutting off oil and fuel

to the North would require enforcement prima-
rily by China, which supplies most of North
Korea’s energy needs, but also by Russia, which
delivers some oil to Pyongyang. — AFP 

S Korea women
hold mass rally
against 
‘spycam porn’
SEOUL: Tens of thousands of South Korean
women staged a mass rally in Seoul yesterday to
protest against spycam porn, urging tougher
punishments for peeping Toms as anger over the
growing scourge boils over. Since May, the
monthly demonstration in Seoul has shattered
records to become the biggest-ever women’s
protest in South Korea where the global
#MeToo movement has unleashed an unprece-
dented wave of female-led activism.

The primary cause of the protests are so-
called spycam videos in a tech-savvy country
where news of men caught secretly filming
women in schools, offices, trains, or even toilets
have made headlines on a daily basis. Organisers
said yesterday’s event drew 70,000 participants,
ten thousand more than the previous month’s ral-
ly, despite an unprecedented summer heatwave
that has pushed the mercury above 37 degrees. 

“Women’s toilets in this country are infested
with spycams! Please please crack down on the
crimes,” the women chanted in unison at the
city’s Gwanghwamun Plaza which routinely hosts
mass rallies. Some waved banners with slogans
such as: “We can’t live like this anymore” and
“South Korea: the nation of spycams.” Asia’s

fourth-largest economy takes pride in its tech
prowess, from ultra-fast Internet to cutting-edge
smartphones. 

But these advances have also given rise to an
army of tech-savvy perverts, with videos widely
shared in internet chatrooms and on file-sharing
sites, or used as adverts for websites promoting
prostitution or gambling. The number of such
spycam crimes reported to police has surged
from around 1,100 in 2010 to more than 6,500
last year, with the offenders ranging from school
teachers and college professors to church pas-
tors and even a court judge.

The protestors are demanding that the gov-
ernment toughen punishments for offenders —
most of whom are fined or receive suspended jail
terms — and shutter websites hosting the
footage. Most participants at yesterday’s rally hid
their faces with hats, sunglasses or surgical facial
masks. Some South Koreans who have previously
joined protests in support of women’s rights have
faced online bullying and harassment. The South
remains deeply conservative and patriarchal
despite economic and technological advances.

The crimes have become so prevalent that
the South’s female police officers inspect
women’s toilets in public venues including sub-
way stations on a regular basis with special
detectors for spycam videos that may be hidden
inside stalls. Although all manufacturers of
smartphones sold in the South are required to
ensure their devices make a loud shutter noise
when taking photos — a move designed to curb
covert filming — many offenders use special
apps that mute the sound, or turn to high-tech
spy cameras hidden inside eye glasses, lighters,
watches, car keys and even neckties. — AFP 

SINGAPORE: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (3rd L) shakes hands with North Korea’s
Foreign Minister Ri Yong Ho (3rd R) as they arrive for a group photo at the ASEAN
Regional Forum Retreat during the 51st Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Ministerial Meeting (AMM). — AFP 

Nepal moves
to ensure 
‘untouchables’
receive forest
protection cash
GORKHA: When Krishna Maya Sunar
received 10,000 rupees ($91) from a forest
protection project in Gorkha in Nepal, it
changed her life. That was seven years ago.
Until then, she got by selling home-brewed
liquor. It did not earn much - about 5,000
rupees a month - and, being illegal, was risky.
But having that larger sum, which was given to
each member of a community forestry group
in Gorkha, which lies about 100 kilometers
northwest of the capital Kathmandu, meant
Sunar could turn her hand to goat-farming.

“If it weren’t for the money, I wouldn’t
know how I would be able to survive,” she
said. Sunar’s situation is unusual - and not
only because she was one of the earliest
Nepali recipients of money from a REDD+
project, a UN-backed forestry conservation
scheme aimed at combating climate change. It
is also because Sunar is a Dalit. In this pre-
dominantly Hindu, caste-based society, Dalit
people - or “untouchables” - are near the bot-
tom of the rung. They have restricted access
to natural resources and are often mired in
poverty. And few have benefited as much as
other Nepalis from REDD+ (Reducing
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation) payments, said Nira Jairu, a
Dalit and member of parliament. “The REDD+
funds must reach the Dalit,” she said.

The government has pledged to come up
with an inclusive plan to ensure that such pay-
ments benefit all, including the most marginal-
ized. Sindhu Dhungana heads the REDD
Implementation Center, a government body
tasked with overseeing the development of
Nepal’s REDD strategy and the benefit-shar-
ing plan. He said the government would
include the input of people at the local level
when preparing and implementing the plan.

“Principally ... the benefit-sharing will be
fair and equitable in principle and at an oper-
ational level,” he said. The government will this
year consult with marginalized sectors of
society - including Dalit communities - on the
benefit-sharing plan, before the proposal
heads to parliament for approval, he said. By
next year, he added, the country would be
able to sign a deal with the Forest Carbon
Partnership Facility (FCPF) - a World Bank
program of governments, civil society groups
and businesses engaged in REDD+ - that sets
the price for the carbon credits.

Simply put, Nepal must first show that it
can distribute the money it will receive to
those involved in sustainably managing its
forests before the FCPF will make payments,
Dhungana said. “The carbon money ... should
be trickled down to local people who have
contributed to reducing emissions,” he said.

Pilot project
UN-backed REDD+ schemes look to cut

emissions linked to deforestation, while giving
local communities a financial benefit for con-
serving and managing forests. Sunar’s REDD+
project was part of a pilot program funded by
the Norwegian Agency for Development
Cooperation (NORAD) between 2009 and
2013. Forests act as carbon sinks, storing car-
bon dioxide - a greenhouse gas that con-
tributes to climate change. Cutting trees
means carbon dioxide is released. Many
experts say protecting forests is one of the
least costly ways to reduce climate change.

As part of these programs, industrialized
countries and donors - such as NORAD in
Sunar’s case - pay developing countries to
manage their forests sustainably. Forest coun-
tries then can sell credits for emissions reduc-
tions, for instance to companies looking to
offset the carbon they emit. Developing coun-
tries also need to implement REDD+ safe-
guards to minimize the damage the program
could have on the livelihoods and cultures of
communities that rely on forests, particularly
indigenous people.

The REDD+ pilot project in Sunar’s dis-
trict, along with two others funded by
NORAD, had provided useful lessons that the
government would take on board, Dhungana
said, including understanding what the pro-

gram entails. It had also shown that benefit-
sharing should include social aspects, he said,
and not simply look at the carbon impact.

Practical steps
Sunar’s community learned how to measure

carbon to calculate a baseline, and then - by
planting trees, preventing fires and cutting
less timber - boost the amount of stored car-
bon in the 1,888-hectare forested Ludikhola
watershed where they live.

The Asia Network for Sustainable
Agriculture and Bioresources (ANSAB) -
Kathmandu, one of the organizations which
managed the project, said community
groups in Gorkha had received about
$26,000 from NORAD in 2011. Those
groups were able to show they had
increased the amount of stored carbon by
nearly 28,500 tons, and that they had met
the criteria that members must include
Dalits, indigenous people and women.

And although they have not received mon-
ey since 2011, the community still looks after
the forest. Manu Paniyan, who is also a Dalit,
and who used her 10,000 rupees to buy a
sewing machine, is one of the forest guards,
known as lauro pulo. Under the lauro pulo
system, two persons serve as forest guards for
a day, looking out for fires, illegal logging and
the theft of other forest resources.

As members of the community forestry
user group they also devised ways of moni-
toring the funds, including monthly public
hearings to discuss how to use the money,
said Bhuraman Ghimire, who chairs one of the
community forestry groups in Gorkha. “Before
REDD+, these activities were not conducted,”
he said. — Reuters 

LUDIKHOLA: Dalits participate in a community meeting as part of forest protection proj-
ect in Ludikhola. — Reuters photo 

DHAKA: Parts of the Bangladeshi capital ground
to a halt for the seventh day running yesterday,
as thousands of students staged protests calling
for improvements to road safety after two
teenagers were killed by a speeding bus.
Authorities have pleaded with demonstrators to
call off protests that have nearly paralyzed
Dhaka and prompted foreign embassies to issue
travel alerts.

Thousands of students wearing school uni-
forms defied rain to block major intersections in
the capital from yesterday morning. Teens as
young as 13 were seen on Dhaka’s notoriously
clogged roadways checking whether cars and
buses had valid licenses and were in a roadwor-
thy condition. “We want justice,” the students
chanted as they gathered in some of Dhaka’s
main public squares. “We won’t leave the roads
until our demands are met. We want safe roads
and safe drivers,” said protester Al Miran. 

Anger has simmered since a speeding bus
killed a boy and girl last weekend. Bangladesh’s
transport sector is widely seen as corrupt, unreg-
ulated and dangerous, and as news of the
teenagers’ deaths became a catalyst for public
anger after spreading rapidly on social media. An
insensitive comment by Shajahan Khan, a gov-

ernment minister with ties to powerful transport
unions, poured oil onto the fire. Khan questioned
why there was such an uproar over the two
Dhaka children but no reaction when 33 people
were killed in an Indian bus crash the day before.

There have been widespread social media
demands for the minister’s resignation despite
his subsequent apology. The education ministry
shut down high schools on Thursday in an effort
to quell unrest, promising students their
demands for road safety reforms would be con-
sidered. Several powerful ministers pleaded with
students to return to their classes, amid worries
the unprecedented teen outrage could turn into
widespread anti-government protests ahead of
general elections due later this year.

The government of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has ruled Bangladesh since 2009, but in
recent months it has been shaken by mass
protests demanding an end to a decades-old sys-
tem of discriminatory civil service recruitment.
Dhaka suffers from daily gridlock but congestion
has been exacerbated by blockades set up across
the city since Sunday. The embassies of the US
and Australia warned of significant delays and
disruptions as a result of the protests across
Dhaka and elsewhere in the country. — AFP 

Bangladesh teens block 
roads over road safety

KHOST: Hundreds of mourners yesterday
buried the victims of a twin suicide attack on
a Shiite mosque in eastern Afghanistan, as the
death toll rose to 35, officials said. Two suicide
bombers dressed as women struck a Shiite
mosque in Gardez, capital of Paktia province,
Friday as it was crowded with worshippers for
weekly prayers.

The burqa-clad attackers shot at the
mosque’s security guards before opening fire
on worshippers then detonating their explo-
sives. “The death toll from Friday’s mosque
attack in Gardez has jumped to 35 with 94
wounded,” Paktia governor Shamim Khan
Katawazi said. Provincial police chief Raz
Mohammad Mandozai confirmed the toll.
Officials had earlier said 29 people were killed
and more than 80 wounded.

“Today, we held funeral ceremony and

buried all the martyred of Friday’s attack,” a
weeping Sayed Moharram, who lost his 16-
year old son, told AFP from a graveyard on
the outskirts of Gardez where hundreds of
people attended the ceremony. “It is very dif-
ficult for me to accept my son is no more with
me,” he said. Haji Sultan, 70, who also attend-
ed, accused the government of “negligence” in
providing security for the Shiite minority.

“The enemies of Afghanistan want to cre-
ate division by carrying out attacks on Shiite
people, but they cannot win, it will further
increase hatred towards the enemies,” he said.
There was no immediate claim of responsibili-
ty for the attack. 

The Taleban denied involvement but in
recent years the Islamic State group has car-
ried out attacks on Shiites in Afghanistan. The
attack comes as urban areas across

Afghanistan have been rocked by a surge in
violence in recent months, with both Islamic
State and Taleban insurgents targeting securi-
ty forces and government installations.

The Taleban have not claimed a major
attack in a city for weeks as they come under
increased pressure to agree to peace talks
with the Afghan government. But IS has car-
ried out multiple attacks in the eastern city of
Jalalabad and the capital Kabul in recent
months, targeting everything from govern-
ment ministries to a midwife training centre.
Last month an IS suicide bomber blew him-
self up near Kabul international airport,
ki l l ing 23 people including AFP driver
Mohammad Akhtar.

The uptick in violence comes as US and
Afghan forces intensify ground and air offen-
sives against IS, and the Taleban step up their
turf war with the group. Earlier this week
more than 150 IS fighters surrendered in
northern Afghanistan — in a move that
Afghan security forces and the Taleban hailed
as the end of the extremist group in the north
of the country. — AFP 

Afghans bury victims of mosque
attack as death toll rises to 35

DHAKA: A Bangladeshi student wave Bangladesh’s national flag as they block a
road during a student protest yesterday following the deaths of two college stu-
dents in a road accident . — AFP 


