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Lula launches
presidential 
candidacy from
behind bars
SAO PAULO:  Even behind bars, Brazil’s
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva will secure his
leftist party’s nomination and continue to
overshadow more likely candidates in
the country’s most unpredictable presi-
dential election for decades. Today will
see three big party conventions, two
months before the first round of voting
on October 7 in Latin America’s domi-
nant economy.

Center-left environmental campaigner
Marina Silva will get the nomination of
her Rede party in Brasilia. Also in the
capital, former Sao Paulo governor and
establishment heavyweight Geraldo
Alckmin will secure the nod from the
center-right Brazilian Social Democratic
Party, or PSDB. But while both Silva and
Alckmin are serious contenders in a bat-
tle against controversial right-winger
Jair Bolsonaro, it’s the third convention
taking place in Sao Paulo that will suck
up much of the attention.

The Workers’ Party, founded by Lula,
will nominate him in his bid to return to
power for a third term. Never mind that
he started serving a 12-year sentence for

corruption this year. Never mind that he
is likely to be barred from the ballot.
Despite the scandals — which he and his
supporters believe have been artificially
stoked to keep him out of the election —
Lula is still unquestionably the biggest
beast in Brazilian politics.

Polls show him with near double the
support of all other main candidates in a
first round, crushing any runner up in the
second decisive round two weeks later.
Lula and his Workers’ Party, which
underpinned his domination of Brazil
during two terms in 2003-2010, believe
he’s no yesterday’s man. “He’s still the
leader,” rubs in the Workers’ Party’s lat-
est election ad online, featuring a picture
of the smiling 72-year-old, dressed in his
trademark black T-shirt and suit jacket.

Passing the torch? 
Lula is waiting for final court judg-

ment on whether he can run. It doesn’t
look good: under current law anyone
losing an appeal of a criminal conviction
is not allowed on the ballot. So despite
the left’s almost cult-like enthusiasm for
Lula, there will be close attention to the
choice for vice president — a figure who
could end up standing in for the impris-
oned leader.

One high-profile possibility is former
Sao Paulo mayor Fernando Haddad. A
powerful politician, he has signed on to
Lula’s legal team, giving him easy access
to the prison, and he would be well
placed to inherit Lula’s electorate. But
analysts say the party could yet choose a

lesser figure, deliberately throwing the
election in order to underline the argu-
ment that Lula’s exit robbed Brazilians of
their democratic choice.

Alckmin has already named Senator
Ana Amelia, who is expected to help him
in the south of the country and eat into
conservative support for Bolsonaro. If
Alckmin has gone for a female VP, Silva
has struck a pact with a man, Eduardo
Jorge, from Brazil’s Green Party.
Bolsonaro, who has positioned himself as
a radical right-winger appealing to

Brazilians’ fury over crime and corrup-
tion, has yet to find his running mate. 

Names thrown around in Brazilian
media reports have included a former
astronaut, a member of the royal family
and a general. The problem facing all
candidates is the level of voter disgust
and apathy. Two polls show that 33 or 41
percent of voters are undecided or not
participating in an election that doesn’t
include Lula. If Lula was on the ballot,
that number would drop but still account
for about a quarter of voters. —AFP

Tajikistan
refutes IS claim
of ‘terror attack’ 
DUSHANBE: Authoritarian Tajikistan has
called for the first time an incident that left
four foreign cyclists dead in the Central Asian
country a “terror attack” while appearing to
refute the Islamic State group’s claim of
responsibility. In a statement published late
on Friday the ex-Soviet country’s state pros-
ecutor said the attack initially reported as a
hit-and-run road accident was aimed at
“creating an atmosphere of fear and panic in
society and undermining the international
authority of the Republic of Tajikistan”.

“The attack on the foreign tourists was a
terrorist act,” the statement said of the
assault by an armed gang on a group of sev-
en foreign cyclists Sunday which left two
Americans, one Swiss and one Dutch nation-
al dead. On Tuesday IS released a video
showing what it said was a pledge of alle-
giance by the five men accused of murdering
the tourists visiting the impoverished ex-
Soviet nation.

In a first official mention of the video
Friday, however, the country’s state prosecu-
tor said the clip had been released “with the
aim of deflecting suspicions from another
terrorist organization, the Islamic
Renaissance Party, which is the main com-
missioner of this terrorist act”. A prior police
report pinning responsibility for the attack
on the Islamic Renaissance Party (IRPT) —
which styled itself as a moderate, faith-based

opposition party until it was outlawed by
Tajikistan in 2015 — has generated skepti-
cism outside the republic.

The government began a long crackdown
on the opposition in 2015 just before the
IRPT failed to make parliament in a vote
widely viewed as strewn with violations. Tajik
police also alleged that a detained suspect
viewed as one of the leaders of the attack on
the tourists “underwent training” in Iran, a
country with whom Tajikistan currently has
poor relations. Both Iran and IRPT have
denied any links to the attack. 

The video released by IS Tuesday shows
five men, who resemble pictures of the sus-
pects put out by Tajik police, sitting by a tree

in front of a jihadist flag. The clip shows them
swearing allegiance to Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi, the group’s leader. Four of the men
were killed resisting arrest, according to Tajik
police while a fifth is in police custody. 

The victims were killed by being struck
by a car and attacked with knives and guns
as they cycled along a road off the Pamir
Highway — a popular tourist route with
spectacular views. They have been named
as Lauren Geoghegan and Jay Austin of the
United States, Dutch citizen Rene Wokke
and Swiss citizen Markus Hummel. One
Dutch and one Swiss citizen survived the
attack while a French cyclist escaped
unscathed. —AFP

DUSHANBE: Two women lay flowers and sign a book of condolences at the US
Embassy. —AFP

Eritrean Airlines
makes first flight to
Ethiopia in 20 years
ADDIS ABABA: Eritrea’s national airline yesterday
made its first commercial flight in two decades to
Addis Ababa, the capital of neighboring Ethiopia,
the latest step in a surprise peace process between
the former foes that began just two months ago. An
Eritrean Airlines plane carrying the country’s trans-
port and tourism ministers landed at the Addis
Ababa Bole International Airport, where it was wel-
comed by senior Ethiopian officials. 

Already last month, the Ethiopia’s own flag carri-
er, Ethiopian Airlines, had made its first commercial
flight in the other direction, landing in Asmara
International Airport on July 18. Once a province of
Ethiopia, Eritrea seceded in 1993 after a long inde-
pendence struggle. A row over the demarcation of
the shared border triggered a brutal 1998-2000
conflict which left 80,000 people dead before
evolving into a bitter cold war. But in a surprise
move in June, Ethiopia’s new reformist Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed announced he would finally
accept a 2002 United Nations-backed border
demarcation, paving the way for peace between the
two nations.

He then paid a historic visit to Eritrea, during
which he and President Isaias Afwerki declared an
official end to the war. Afwerki reciprocated with a
state visit to Ethiopia just days later. Embassies
have since been reopened and phone lines between
the two countries have also been restored. Eritrean
Airlines currently has only one leased airplane.
“The new route will expand existing regional flights
of the airline to Cairo, Khartoum, Jeddah and
Dubai,” Eritrea’s information minister Yemane
Gebre Meskel said on Twitter. —AFP

GLANDWR: Fighting climate change is much more
than a day job for Chris Vernon and Erica Thompson. It
is their entire way of life. They are part of a ground-
breaking Welsh government scheme under which peo-
ple get to circumvent tight planning rules so long as
they build an eco-home in the countryside and go back
to working the land on which it sits.

The ‘One Planet Development Policy’ was adopted
by the Welsh government in 2011 and so far, 32 house-
holds have signed up. The aim is ambitious: in a small
country where people on average use three times their
fair share of the world’s resources, Wales wants its One
Planet people to use only the resources they are due.
Which means a simpler smallholding life, spending and
travelling less, growing and making more.

A spokesman for the Welsh government said the
scheme was an important niche initiative, rather than a
model to scale up. “It is intended to provide an oppor-
tunity for those wishing to live a highly sustainable
lifestyle, project a light touch on the environment, and
who will be largely self-sufficient in terms of income,
food and energy,” said Matthew Morris, a communica-
tions officer with the Welsh government. “Numbers of
such developments are likely to remain small.”

The scheme has mostly attracted digital-era small-
holders with a stubborn determination to return to a
subsistence lifestyle in the rolling hills and valleys of
rural Wales. And not to ruin the planet with a con-
sumerist, throwaway lifestyle. “We’ve known for 20 or
30 years now what we need to do to address the prob-
lem of climate change,” Vernon said from his half-built
home. “We don’t need more data. Whilst I was sitting in
my office working on the computer I got the feeling I
could be doing something that demonstrates how we
can address the problems.”

Vernon and his partner Thompson know more about
“the problems” than most. She holds a PhD in climate

science, he has one in glaciology and is a climate mod-
eler at Britain’s national weather service, the Met office.
They decided it was time for action, not academia.
Eight months pregnant and elbow-deep in local clay
plaster, Thompson said their home had to be zero car-
bon in construction and use to win government go-
ahead. It sits deep in bucolic Pembrokeshire, a lush,
coastal county in the southwest of Wales that pio-
neered the green approach before it was adopted
countrywide. Just up the road lies the Lammas commu-
nity, a pioneering and collective eco-venture where
nine smallholdings nestle in the landscape around a
central community hub.

Heatwave
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the

leading international group that assesses climate
change, estimates that global temperatures could rise
3.4 degrees Celsius by the end of the century. Amid a
European heatwave running from North Africa up to
the Arctic Circle, the Welsh initiative is taking root on
the Western fringe of the continent in a bid to redress
some of the damage.

The policy also aims to address a myriad of prob-
lems beyond rising temperatures, from soil degradation
to rural de-population, a housing crisis to wasteful
global supply chains. It offers people with little money,
but plenty of determination, a way out of the rat race
and back to the land. With property prices out of reach
for many rural workers and tight regulations restricting
new builds, the scheme is the only way for many locals
to own a home and work nearby, said another One
Planet home builder, Cathryn Wyatt.

Dairy farmer Brian Boman sums up the difficulties
faced by locals seeking to live and work in the area.
“We have two sons both in their 30s, both involved in
the business. We have more than enough room here, to

build something on the farm for the pair of them, but of
course planning is a huge issue,” he told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation.

Housing figures across Wales tell the same story. In
the 1980s, it would have taken a typical 20-something
household about three years to save for an average
deposit, according to the Resolution Trust think tank.
The research shows it would now take 19 years. Like

many of her fellow One Planet builders, Jacqui Banks
wanted to jettison her old life and be true to her princi-
ples. “It’s a lot of work, in the early years, but what
we’re building is hopefully a resilient system that is
going to help us have a positive impact on the world,”
she told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. “Living in
the city I found it extremely difficult - the consumerist
lifestyle and the waste involved.” —Reuters

One Planet Development Policy’ aims to promote sustainable living 

Do you want to save the 
planet? Move to Wales

PEMBROKESHIRE, Wales: Chris Vernon and Erica Thompson pose outside the eco-house they are
building. —Reuters

‘Real problem’ of 
anti-Semitism in 
UK Labour party 
LONDON: Britain’s opposition Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn conceded in a newspaper article yesterday that
his party had a “real problem” with anti-Semitism as
the issue continues to dog the veteran leftist. “I do
acknowledge there is a real problem that Labour is
working to overcome,” he wrote in a guest column in
the Guardian. “And I accept that if any part of our
national community feels threatened, anxious or vulner-
able, not only must that be taken at face value but we
must all ensure that those fears are put to rest,” he
added.

Corbyn, who has accused of being too soft on
members of his party who have made anti-Semitic
comments, vowed to root out the problem. “People
who dish out anti-Semitic poison need to understand:
you do not do it in my name,” he wrote. “You are not
my supporters and have no place in our movement.”
The issue has dogged Corbyn since he took over as
Labour leader in 2015, and resurfaced earlier this
week when the party refused to adopt the
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)
definition of anti-Semitism. —AFP

Thai cave
boys honor
dead rescuer
MAE SAI:  The Thai boys freed from a
flooded cave in a rescue bid that gripped
the world left a Buddhist monastery yes-
terday, 11 days after ordaining as novice
monks to honor a diver who died during
the mission to save them. The ordeal of
the “Wild Boars” football team dominated
global headlines as divers worked round
the clock to extract the group from the
flooded chambers and twisted, narrow
passages of the Tham Luang cave in
northern Thailand.

In a dangerous and unprecedented
rescue, the 12 boys and their 25-year-old
coach were sedated and carried through
the waterlogged chambers by divers, end-
ing a nearly three-week saga. But joy at
the rescue was tempered by grief at the
death of former Thai Navy SEAL diver
Saman Kunan, who died while installing
oxygen tanks along the rescue route.

Eleven of the boys and their coach
ordained to “make merit” according to
Buddhist ritual for “Sergeant Sam”, as the
diver is now affectionately known across
Thailand. One player, Adul Sam-on, was
not ordained as he is a Christian.
Yesterday the boys, heads shaven and
dressed in white to mark Buddhist Lent,
left the Pha That Doi Wao temple in north-
ern Thailand’s Mae Sai district. —AFP

SAU PAULO: A man places masks of former Brazilian president Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva on chairs, before the national convention of the Workers Party. —AFP


