
Iran protesters
attack religious
school as 
tensions mount
TEHRAN: Iranian protesters have attacked
a religious school in Karaj province near
Tehran, the conservative Fars news agency
reported yesterday, as sporadic protests
simmered ahead of the re-imposition of US
sanctions.

Iranian authorities have barely mentioned
days of protests in the major cit ies of
Isfahan, Shiraz, Mashhad and Tehran, driven
by concerns over water, the economy and
wider anger at the political system. During
past unrest, conservative outlets have
focused on attacks against sensitive symbols
such as religious buildings as a way of tar-
nishing protesters.

“At 9:00 pm (1630 GMT on Friday) they
attacked the school and tried to break the
doors down and burn things,” Fars quoted the
head of the school in the town of Ishtehad,
Hojatoleslam Hindiani, as saying, giving only
his clerical rank and no first name. “They
were about 500 people and they chanted
against the system but they were dispersed
by the riot police and some have been arrest-
ed,” Hindiani said.

Fars acknowledged protests have taken

place in “five or six cities” since Tuesday over
water shortages, rising prices and jobless-
ness, with “about 1,000 or 2,000 people”
taking part. But it said these peaceful protests
were taken over by people “who come into
the crowd with political slogans such as
‘Death to the dictator’”. It said this was part
of a pre-planned plot by the US, Israel and
Saudi Arabia to exploit economic tensions
inside Iran. Because foreign media are barred
from observing “unauthorised” protests, it
has been impossible to verify any of these
claims or the videos of protests spreading on
social media. 

Clerical opposition 
With tensions high ahead of the return of

US sanctions on Tuesday, the government of
President Hassan Rouhani also faces opposi-
tion from conservatives and religious leaders,
who have long disliked his outreach to the
West and accuse him of governing only for
the rich. The conservative Qom News pub-
lished a video of a protest in the holy city of
Mashhad after Friday prayers, in which a cler-
ic tells the crowd: “Most of your representa-
tives don’t care about people’s problems. 

“Most have two passports and their fami-
lies are abroad. The judiciary should find
these people and arrest them,” the cleric says,
to chants of “Allahu akbar” (“God is greater”)
from the crowd. Former hardline president
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who has fallen out
with the conservative establishment since
leaving office in 2013, has tried to ride this
wave of anger. In a Wednesday Twitter post,

he called on US President Donald Trump to
release a list of “relatives of Iranian govern-
ment officials that have green cards and bank
accounts in the United States”, if such a
record exists. 

Sanctions return 
So far, social media reports suggest the

current protests are far from the scale of the
unrest seen in December and January, when
at least 25 people were killed in demonstra-
tions that spread to dozens of towns and
cities. There were allegations at the time that
they had been sparked by conservative
opponents of Rouhani in Mashhad before
quickly spiraling out of hand. 

But all Iranians are concerned about the
struggling economy, especially since the
United States walked out of the nuclear deal
in May and announced it would re-impose
full sanctions in two stages. The first phase
hits on Tuesday with blocks on financial
transactions and imports of raw materials, as
well as sanctions on Iran’s automotive sector
and commercial aircraft purchases. 

Iran Air announced it would take delivery
of five ATR aircraft from the French-Italian
firm on Sunday, sneaking under the wire
before the sanctions return. Iran says the
sanctions are endangering lives by blocking
the sale of new planes and spare parts for its
ageing fleets. Iran’s Aseman Airlines was
ordered to ground its fleet of ATR planes in
February after one of them crashed in the
Zagros mountains, kill ing all 66 people
onboard.  — AFP  
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NICE: Young men leap off rocks into the Mediterranean Sea at Nice, south-eastern France on August 2, 2018, as heatwave conditions prevail over Europe. — AFP 

MADRID: Europe sweltered yesterday in intense heat
with temperatures due to hit near-record highs of 46
degrees Celsius in Portugal, while elsewhere high tem-
peratures melted the asphalt or saw police dogs fitted
with shoes. Here is a roundup:

Portugal: Peak heat 
The heatwave was expected to reach its peak yes-

terday, said Paula Leitao of the Portuguese Institute
for Sea and Atmosphere (IPMA), with the city of
Setubal not far from Lisbon due to reach highs of 46
C during the day. By way of comparison, this is not far
off the 48 C expected in California’s notoriously
parched and scorching Death Valley, one of the
hottest places on earth, according to US forecaster
AccuWeather. 

This comes a day after 16 weather stations in the
country registered record temperatures including in
Alcacer do Sal near Setubal, where the heat climbed
to 45.9 C. Authorities in Lisbon have closed play-
grounds and called on people to avoid picnics and
outdoor activities. Refuges for homeless people have
also opened earlier in the day to allow them to take
shelter from the crushing heat.

Spain: Three dead 
In southern Spain, the heat continued to pound down

with the touristy city of Cordoba expected to reach 45
C. The heat has already claimed the lives of three people
this week. A middle-aged man in Barcelona, whom
media said appeared to be homeless, was found col-
lapsed on a street Friday and taken to hospital where he
later died of heatstroke, Catalonia’s civil protection
agency said in a statement.
Two other men — a road-
worker in his 40s and a 78-
year-old pensioner tending to
his vegetable garden — also
died from heatstroke this
week.

Austria: Dogs fitted with
shoes 

In Vienna, police dogs due
to patrol a beach volleyball
tournament were fitted with
special little shoes. Police said that even if temperatures
were not excruciatingly hot, reaching just 34 C yester-
day, the dogs will have to spend hours walking on sur-

faces exposed to the sun that could easily go over 50 C,
hence the shoes.

Netherlands: Asphalt melting 
In the Netherlands, authorities had closed certain

sections of highways where the heat had melted the
asphalt. The central city of Zwolle, meanwhile, had start-
ed cutting the branches of some 100 poplar trees. Dutch

public television NOS
explained that branches could
break due to the heat and cre-
ate danger for drivers or
passers-by.

France: Nuclear reactors close 
A total of four nuclear reac-

tors in France have been
closed due to the heatwave.
French power company EDF
said the measures were taken
to avoid raising too high the

temperature of rivers where nuclear plants draw water
to cool down reactors and then pour it back in.
Yesterday was also the summer’s busiest day on the

roads, as July holiday-makers returned home and those
who vacation in August departed for their month of
farniente. By late morning, 670 kilometers of traffic jams
had been reported, according to France’s traffic authori-
ties, as the heat pounded down on the asphalt.

Italy: Health warnings 
Italy too faced the summer’s busiest day on the roads

for the same reason as France. Holiday-makers were
expected to face adverse weather conditions wherever
they went. In the north, the scorching heat beat down on
cars while violent hailstorms were expected in the after-
noon in the south. This week, the Legambiente associa-
tion for the defense of the environment published a
report on the negative effects of heatwaves. It revealed
that in Lazio, the region where Rome is located, heat-
waves had caused around 7,700 deaths since 2000.

Sweden: Relief 
Following its hottest July in 250 years, rain showers

gave Sweden cooling relief yesterday across most of the
country. The mercury fell to more typical summer tem-
peratures of around 20-25 C, the Swedish
Metereological and Hydrological Institute said. — AFP 

Shoes for dogs: Europe wilts in heat
Record high temperatures begin melting asphalt 
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Trump aims
tweet at
LeBron James
LOS ANGELES: To the sporting
world and largely beyond, he’s King
James, but to President Trump,
LeBron James’ is no intellectual
genius. In a tweet, Trump took aim at
two of his regular critics, James and
cable TV news personality Don
Lemon. His tweet called Lemon the
“the dumbest man on television,” and
then said Lemon “made LeBron look
smart, which isn’t easy to do.” 

Trump finished the tweet with “I
like Mike!” an apparent reference to
favoring NBA legend Michael Jordan
in a comparison with James as per-
haps the best NBA player ever.
James-who last month announced his
decision to leave the Cleveland
Cavaliers for a second time, this time
to come to Los Angeles and play for
the Lakers-gave an interview with
Lemon on Monday, in large part to
tout a new elementary school in his
hometown of Akron, Ohio.

The school, which is a joint effort
of the LeBron James Family
Foundation and Akron Public Schools,
will benefit at-risk children. During
the sit-down, James spoke of sports
as something that unites people, and
added that the president was “using
sports to kinda divide us.” Trump has
repeatedly and strongly criticized the
NFL in particular for not punishing
players who kneel during the national
anthem in a form of protest. “Sports
has never been something that
divides people,” James said during
the interview. “It’s always been some-
thing that brings someone together.”

James has previously criticized
Trump on several occasions, pub-
licly supporting Democratic candi-
date Hillary Clinton before the 2016
election and calling Trump a “bum”
in September 2017, after the presi-
dent rescinded an invitation to the
Golden State Warriors to visit the
White House after winning the NBA
title. “Going to the White House
was a great honor until you showed
up!” James tweeted at the time.
Trump’s first comments about the
NFL and players who protest dur-
ing the anthem came later  that
month. — Reuters


