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KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works and State
Minister for Municipal Affairs Hussam Al-Roumi
said work on developing Fahaheel Expressway
(Road No 30) may begin on April 2021, adding that
the project is still in the early stages of the feasibili-
ty study which is expected to be completed in Dec
2019. The minister said in an answer to a parlia-
mentary question that contracts may be intro-
duced after the study and design phases are com-
pleted by Aug 2020, then when all procedures are
complete and tenders are awarded, work may start in April 2021. He said
that among the most important obstacles the project faces re current and
future services all along the road, determining the road’s path, receiving
municipal approval for repossessions and oil pipelines that require contin-
ued coordination with Kuwait Oil Company.

Sterility cases
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah said the number of sterility

cases that were treated in 2016 and 2017 are 1,157, and no cases were sent
for treatment abroad. He said the ministry did not take any measure to re-
send sterility cases for treatment abroad as well as to private hospitals in
Kuwait at state cost because of the opening of a new unit in Jahra that can
meet the area’s needs. He said it was decided that cases that can be sent
abroad are that of cancer, children and critical conditions, and sterility is
not among them.

General asset
Minister of Oil and Minister of Electricity and Water Bakheet Al-

Rasheedi said the sale and purchase of oil as a general asset is done by
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation and its subsidiaries. He said the oil ministry
and Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) do not object to issuing the nec-
essary licenses to some private companies if they meet the condition to
practice this activity in Kuwait and abroad.

Work permits
The Public Authority for Manpower issued an administrative decision

with regards to issuing work permits for non-Kuwaitis in Kuwaiti compa-
nies as ‘partners’, if an application is submitted according to a special form.
Conditions include submission of the company’s establishment contract,
commerce and industry ministry’s certificate stating the partners’ names
and their shares provided that the non-Kuwaiti partner’s share is not less
than KD 100,000, in addition to a balance sheet approved by commerce
and industry ministry.

State departments
Statistics by the Civil Service Commission about the distribution of

workers in state departments revealed that the number of employees
reached 352,197 including 268,101 citizens and 79,573 expats. The stats
showed that the number of government employees during the first quarter
of this year reached 349,714 including 264,195 citizens and 80,955 expats.
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Kuwait National Petroleum Company
(KNPC) will soon name a financial advisor
to obtain a KD 700 million loan from local

banks for the Al-Dibdibah Solar Power Plant
project. According to Kuwait Times, the project’s
tender will be offered for bidding at an estimated
cost of $1-1.5 billion spread over an area of 32 sq
km to the northwest. This new project will gener-
ate 1.5 megawatts of solar power, equivalent to
15 percent of the total power expected by 2030.

Kuwait is carrying out ambitious projects
related to renewable energy, especially solar and
wind power, to reduce dependence on oil for
electricity production. The ministry of electricity
and water, in cooperation with the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences, has
installed solar panels in the parking lots of sever-
al cooperative societies to provide energy for
lighting. This project proved to be successful, so
the ministry plans to expand its scope to include
more locations in the coming period. Perfect
move for Kuwait!

I trust that changing the direction of any
country by adopting new sources of energy is
good, especially in Kuwait, because for many
years we didn’t have real change in this field,
especially as we are a country that does not lack
the sun or the wind almost throughout the year.
It is about time to use these two powers.

I think the government is aware that the
increasing electricity consumption dictates the
development of new practical solutions to reduce
dependence on oil as a source of energy genera-
tion. The best alternative is to rely on renewable
energy. Kuwait also started applying new elec-
tricity and water tariffs after lifting subsidies
from Aug 22, 2017 on investment properties.

In March, the director of the Kuwait Institute
for Scientific Research (KISR) revealed that 85
percent of the first phase of the Shakaya project
for the production of renewable energy from
wind and thermal solar systems is complete. He
added that the project has several stages - the
first is Shakaya, the second is Al-Dibdibah with
Kuwait Oil Company, and the third phase will be
in partnership with the private sector.

I think we need to overcome obstacles
between the local community and the real appli-
cation of clean energy systems in housing, work
and elsewhere. Perhaps the problem is that there
is a culture prevalent for years, which relied on
oil  for power generation and there was no
encouragement from governments to institutions
to support the work in this future sector. But not
anymore. Also, the high financial cost to expand
power generation means, whether through the
sun or wind, is an obstacle for poor developing
countries. But, adoption of this trend seriously
now is important to Kuwait, because we really
need these projects.

While I was reading about this subject, I saw a
study online on the same topic that was carried
out in Saudi Arabia. Tests were conducted in
some areas of Saudi Arabia in the open air to
study the properties of solar cells. Tests have
shown that exposure of energy cells to dust for
six months without any cleaning leads to a 50
percent reduction in energy production. Many
solutions were presented to address this issue,
and the easiest way was cleaning the panels
manually weekly. This requires maintenance com-
panies on long-term contracts. 

I  do not know about the dust there, but
Kuwait has a high dust rate almost throughout
the year, so I think such observations should be
taken into account if we really want to adopt the
use of solar energy. I think energy production
from new sources is an amazing step and the pri-
vate sector and the youth should be encouraged
to enter such projects in a developing country
like Kuwait.

Renewable energy
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Crimes
Maid accused of jewelry theft
KUWAIT: A domestic helper fled her sponsor’s
house with jewelry worth KD 2,000 in addition to
KD 500 in cash, according to the employer. A com-
plaint was lodged at Jahra police station and the sus-
pect’s name was placed on the travel ban list. A secu-
rity source said the sponsor walked in her bedroom
to find it ransacked and the jewelry and cash were
missing. When she called the helper, she found out
that she was not in the house, so she accused her
with the theft. Detectives are working on the case.

Sheep stolen
A bedoon farm owner lodged a complaint against
his friend, a citizen, accusing him of stealing four
sheep after beating the guard and threatening him
with a knife. Detectives are working on arresting
the suspect. 

Drug dealer arrested
Ahmadi police arrested a citizen known for pushing
drugs following stiff resistance in Ali Sabah Al-Salem.
They found five envelopes containing shabu
(methamphetamine) and tablets suspected of being
psychoactive drugs.

Insults and threats
A citizen told Naeem police that a man insulted and
threatened her by text message due to previous dis-
putes. A security source said that the suspect sur-
prised her with the SMS message containing insults
and threats to harm her. A security source said the
citizen told Naeem police that a dispute occurred
between them followed by threats and insults
through SMS, copies of which she gave police. Police
are looking for the suspect for questioning and he
may face legal action.

Unlicensed clinic
Public Authority for Food and Nutrition inspectors
discovered a clinic and a pharmacy, both unlicensed,
along with stolen medicine, in a basement in
Mahboula run by Asians. Head of the inspection team
Sattam Al-Jalal said a citation was issued and the
health ministry was informed in order to close down
the facility and take further action.

Air gun
An investigator at a police station accused detectives
there of firing an air gun at her car and damaging its
radiator. The investigator said she wanted to resolve
the problem under friendly terms, but all detectives
denied any involvement. She said she only drives her
car from home to work and back, adding that a con-
fiscated air gun at the police station may have been
used. — Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

Hussam Al-Roumi

Fahaheel Expressway development
may begin in April 2021: Minister

No sterility cases sent for treatment abroad: Health Minister

BBC apologizes
for historical
allegations 
about Kuwait’s
sovereignty
KUWAIT: British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) on Thursday issued a
statement apologizing for historical fabri-
cations and false allegations about Kuwait’s
sovereignty. It said that the question, which
was raised by Trending Show presenter
Rania Attar over Kuwait’s historical sover-
eignty, appeared to have been asked in a
wrong and unclear way that did not meet
the BCC’s impartiality criteria, and that’s
why an apology was needed. It added that
it cannot be a party in this regard or even
adopt a certain view, especially in contro-
versial matters, according to the statement.
“BBC would like to confirm that it handles

such matters, which are related to its edito-
rial policy based on balance, objectivity
and neutrality, with much seriousness, and
to do everything necessary to ensure that
these criteria are met,” it noted.

The Kuwaiti Ministry of Information had
rebuffed the fabrications and allegations of
a BBC Arabic show on Kuwait’s sovereign-
ty. The ministry regretted and condemned,
in a press statement, that BBC presenter
Rania Al-Attar’s program ‘Trending’ had
fabricated allegations about the historical
sovereignty of the State of Kuwait, which
violated professional rules and distorted
historical facts. “Such false claims and seri-
ous mistakes are utterly unacceptable,
especially when this comes from an inter-
national media outlet, which is supposed to
observe professional criteria and to clarify,
not distort, facts,” the ministry said. The
Kuwaiti Ministry of Information wondered
about the timing of such claims, which
coincided with the 28th anniversary of the
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. The Ministry of
Information has the right to pursue any
entity or institution that deliberately com-
mits this historical distortion, the statement
concluded. — KUNA

The Ministry of Information’s building.

Kuwait’s
humanitarian
aid continuous
KUWAIT: Kuwait continued aiding countries in need last
week, including executing pledges and delivering humani-
tarian aid. Starting in Yemen, a campaign dubbed ‘Kuwait
Beside You’ of the Kuwait Relief Society mobilized yester-
day new aid convoys covering the provinces of Khokha,
Tahehta and Heis as well as refugees camps in Aden
which included some 2,554 food baskets and more than
4,000 water tankers. Jamal Al-Nouri, head of the Kuwait
Relief Society said that the aim of the campaign was to
ease the suffering of those living in such camps because
of the increasing commodities prices. On his part,
Governor of Hodeidah Dr Al-Hasan Taher thanked the
generous aid provided by Kuwait to ease the suffering of
the Yemeni people. Furthermore, the Kuwait Relief
Society also mobilized two flights aboard Yemen airways
to and from the island of Socotra. The campaign helped
some 300 passengers in needs and those stranded in the
island in addition to university students and patients. In
Bangladesh, the Kuwait Relief Society last Monday con-
cluded a relief program that included provision of vacci-
nation to children and distribution of school bags to more
than 1,500 orphans besides provision of gifts. Mohammad
Al-Houli, head of the foreign bureaus in the Kuwait Relief
Society praised efforts of Kuwait University students who
tolerated the burden of traveling and scorching heat for
the sake of distributing Kuwait’s aid to the needy people.
Houli thanked the Kuwaiti foreign affairs ministry for mak-
ing the team’s mission a success. In Ghana, and in pres-
ence of Kuwait’s ambassador Mohammad Al-Failakawi, a
check of $546,300 was handed by a number of Kuwaiti
good doers which was received by the society’s executive
director Mansour Abu Zaid in Ghana in presence of First
Secretary Humaidi Al-Mutairi and Administrative Attache
Naser Al-Dosari.

Back to Yemen, Minister of Planning and International
Cooperation Mohammad Al-Saadi discussed with the
head of the Kuwait Relief Society Jamal Al-Nouri the
possibility of opening a branch for the society in Aden.

The Yemeni minister expressed readiness to facilitate
endeavors of the society to enable extend a helping hand
to the Yemeni people. These activities were supported by
statements of Kuwaiti officials including deputy
Chairman of the Kuwait Red Crescent Society Anwar Al-
Hasawi who asserted last Wednesday that Kuwait was
keen on continuing its support to all needy peoples
around the world. Hasawi made his remarks after his visit
to the headquarters of Tanzania Red Cross Society
(TRCS). Hasawi said that Kuwait’s humanitarian efforts in
Africa represented by KRCS, especially in Tanzania, are
highly appreciated by the Tanzanian leadership, govern-
ment and people. He added that he discussed with TRCS
chief ways to strengthen bilateral relations. He noted that
the KRCS’s delegation visited the Muhnbili hospital for
children with cancer, provided food and medical supplies
and toys to the children’s center, as well as distributing
food and relief supplies to the needy in Kigutuza gover-
norate. The KRCS delegation concluded its visit in
Tanzania after carrying out vital projects, including
schools, blood bank system, distribution of handicapped
equipment and supporting the vocational rehabilitation
center. Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Ambassador to Tanzania
Jassem Al-Najem said in a similar statement that Kuwait
is keen on supporting the good deeds and provide a
helping hand to the needy everywhere.

In Zanzibar, its president Ali Mohammad Shein
thanked Kuwait on Thursday for its contributions
towards agricultural development in the Indian Ocean
archipelago. Shein had met Kuwait’s ambassador to
Tanzania Jassem Al-Najim, where he expressed his grati-
tude for the Gulf state’s comprehensive support, read a
statement by the Kuwaiti embassy in Zanzibar. Najim said
that the second vice president of Zanzibar Seif Ali Eidi
thanked Kuwait for its unlimited support of his country.
Kuwait had previously donated an array of farm equip-
ment to Zanzibar, in addition to a loan deal worth $13.6
million signed last month to fund the refurbishment of a
major hospital in Tanzania’s semi-autonomous archipela-
go. Last Tuesday, Sudan’s Ambassador to Kuwait
Moheiddine Salem hailed the tremendous humanitarian
contributions of Kuwait Red Crescent Society to his
country and around the world. He said following his
meeting with KRCS’s Secretary General Maha Al-Barjas
that the society had carried out numerous projects in his
country. — KUNA 

Kuwait ’s  Ambassador  to  Ghana Mohammad Al-
Failakawi delivers a cheque from a number of Kuwaiti
good doers.

Deputy Chairman of the Kuwait Red Crescent Society
Anwar Al-Hasawi poses with children at the Muhnbili
hospital for children with cancer in Tanzania.


