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NEW YORK: Permanent Representative of Kuwait to the UN in New York Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi delivers Kuwait’s donation to the Director of the World Food
Program’s (WFP) office in New York Koko Yoshiyami. —KUNA

NEW YORK: UN Envoy for Yemen Martin Griffiths
lauded His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s successful efforts in addressing the
challenges of ending war and establishing peace. He
told the UN Security Council on Thursday that he had
met His Highness the Amir in Kuwait earlier last week,
saying “His Highness the Amir’s life should be a source
of inspiration to all of us.” On Yemen, he invited the
warring parties to talks in Geneva in September aimed
at ending the three-year conflict, saying the pace of
fighting has increased and “the Red Sea is now a the-
ater of war.” He said the time is long past to resume the
political process, and after consulting the international-
ly recognized government and Houthi militias he plans
to invite them for consultations in Geneva on
September 6, including to discuss a framework for
peace negotiations. Griffiths said the UN is still trying
to avoid a battle for Hodeida, but while the gap
between the Houthis and the coalition has been nar-
rowed considerably, “I am concerned that Hodeida
could be a flashpoint.” He
added that he was confident
that a political solution could
be reached in Yemen in line
with relevant UNSC resolu-
tions, Gulf Initiative and
Output of National Dialogue. 

No military solution
Kuwait has anew reiterated

that there is no military solu-
tion to the crisis in Yemen but
a political solution based on
the Gulf Initiative and its executive mechanism, out-
comes of the National Dialogue Conference and rele-
vant Security Council resolutions, including resolution
2216.  This came in Kuwait’s speech during the Security
Council session on the situation in Yemen, which was
delivered by Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the
United Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi.

Otaibi added that any peace plan that is not based
on these principles will complicate the situation and
prolong the crisis, which will have serious implications
on regional and international security and stability. He
stressed Kuwait’s support for the efforts of UN envoy
to Yemen Martin Griffiths and the United Nations’
efforts to settle the conflict in Yemen peacefully.  He
pointed out that despite the announcement of the coali-

tion to stop its military operations to restore the city
and the port of Hodeidah to be under the authority of
the legitimate government of Yemen, however, the
Houthi group continued its deliberate targeting of civil-
ian and populated sites in Saudi Arabia with ballistic
missiles, which reached 163 so far, in addition to more
than 66,000 explosives fired towards civilian targets,
leaving human and material losses.

Otaibi pointed out that the Houthi militias are prac-
ticing new forms of challenge and threat to the will of
the international community by targeting the safety of
international shipping in the Straits of Bab Al-Mandab
and the Red Sea, whether by planting sea mines or
targeting commercial and oil vessels, the last of which
was the targeting of two Saudi ships last week with
anti-ship missiles which could have led to an environ-
mental disaster in that region, taking advantage of
their control of the port of Hodeidah to carry out
these attacks. He renewed Kuwait’s condemnation in
the strongest terms of these ballistic missile attacks by

the Houthi group on the
Kingdom’s territory and its
threat of neighboring coun-
tries as well as its threat to
the safety of international
traffic in Bab Al-Mandab and
the Red Sea, a matter that
constitutes a serious viola-
tion of international and
humanitarian laws. “We sup-
port the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in its measures aimed
at preserving its security and

stability, and we also commend its decision to grant
25,000 visas to pilgrims from all Yemeni provinces
without exception or discrimination,” he said.

As for the humanitarian situation, the donor confer-
ence on the humanitarian situation in Yemen, which was
held in Geneva in April this year, organized by the United
Nations, Switzerland and Sweden, which resulted in
commitments exceeding $2 billion, has had a positive
impact on tackling the deterioration of the humanitarian
situation in Yemen, especially in the areas under the con-
trol of the Houthi group.  He said that the continued con-
trol of the city of Hodeidah and its ports and control of
the humanitarian aid routes could contribute to the loss
of the objectives of the donors’ conference and con-
tribute to the consolidation of human suffering in Yemen.

Otaibi said that “what we pledged in April last year
has been fully met. The full amount of the donation of
$250 million has been paid to the international organi-
zations, agencies and funds to alleviate the suffering of
the Yemeni people in all its forms.” As for the responsi-
bility of the Security Council, Otaibi said that the
Council should continue its unified and firm stance
towards the Yemeni file and that the message of the
Council be clear to the Yemeni parties, in particular the
Houthi group.

Humanitarian support
Kuwait’s Permanent Delegate to the UN and

International Organizations in Geneva Ambassador
Jamal Al-Ghunaim affirmed Friday Kuwait’s keenness to
continue humanitarian and political support for Yemen.
Ambassador Ghunaim’s speech came at a meeting
organized by the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Geneva to review the
efforts of various countries in dealing with the humani-
tarian crisis in Yemen.

Ambassador Ghunaim stressed that Kuwait has

been supporting humanitarian, relief and development
efforts in Yemen, revealing that the recent visit by
Griffiths to Kuwait and his meeting with His Highness
the Amir had reflected his country’s commitment to
the cause. The last of these efforts occurred in the
previous month with a number of international human-
itarian organizations and funds including the World
Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Children’s
Fund’s (UNICEF) and the International Organization
for Migration (IOM), said Ambassador Ghunaim. He
added that this cooperation also included the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and
the Humanitarian Support Fund for Yemen and the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). In his
speech, Ambassador Ghunaim pointed out that
Kuwait’s role and contributions to these international
organizations and funds have garnered global praise
and administration. The Kuwaiti Ambassador said that
his country will continue to work with partners around
the world so that a peaceful solution would be
attained for the Yemeni people, bringing an end for
their suffering and misery. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with the UN Envoy for
Yemen Martin Griffiths in this archive photo. —KUNAKuwait 
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Kuwait delivers
$250 million
contribution to WFP
NEW YORK: Permanent Representative of Kuwait to the United
Nations in New York Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi delivered
Kuwait’s donation of $250 million to the Director of the World
Food Program (WFP) office in New York Koko Yoshiyami, where
the donation aims to support the activities of the program in
Yemen.

Otaibi said that with this contribution, Kuwait has fully ful-
filled its commitments made at the donors’ conference held in
Geneva in April 2018, which is $250 million, which will be direct-
ed to international organizations, agencies and funds.   He added
that this comes to ease the suffering of the brotherly Yemeni
people, which was announced before the Security Council at the
special session on Yemen held on Thursday.

Otaibi explained that this contribution to the World Food

Program aims to dispatch food to nearly two million people in
Yemen without discrimination. The Kuwaiti support for the UN
organizations, funds and programs comes within the humanitari-
an response launched by the United Nations to Yemen this year,
pointing out that Kuwait is one of the main donors to this
humanitarian response, along with Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, the United States and the United Kingdom.

Otaibi said that Kuwait plays a pivotal role in the international
humanitarian efforts, especially those of the United Nations
through its specialized agencies, pointing out that the partner-
ship between the State of Kuwait and the United Nations is
deeply rooted.  The contribution to the World Food Program
(WFP) complements the support provided by Kuwait to the UN
response to Yemen through the World Health Organization, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the
International Committee of the Red Cross, the United Nations
Children’s Fund, the International Organization for Migration,
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
the United Nations Population Fund and the Yemen Joint
Humanitarian Fund, through the permanent delegations of the
State of Kuwait to the United Nations in New York and Geneva
during the past month. —KUNA

Kuwait’s Al-Heis wins
Hajj Hackathon award
JEDDAH: Kuwait’s Ghalia Al-Heis has won the Distinction Award
of Saudi Arabia’s Hajj Hackathon competitions for a project relat-
ed to the marching of pilgrims from hajj camps. Heis, who is part
of a team named (007 I), was granted a prize worth 150,000
Saudi riyals ($40,000) following competition with over 3,000
rivals from 25 countries, the organizing committee of Hajj
Hackathon said. The event was organized by the Saudi Federation
for Cybersecurity, Programming and Drones in Jeddah. Turjman
App has also won a prize valued at one million riyals ($267,000)
for translating street signs into different languages, the committee
said at the end of the event. The second position went to Hajj
Wallet App which obtained 500,000 riyals ($133,05).

Meanwhile, the Saudi Federation for Cybersecurity,
Programming and Drones named Steve Wozniak, the co-founder
of Apple as ambassador of ‘Saudi Tech Hub’, where Saudi advisor
in the Royal Court, head of the Saudi Federation, Saud Bin Abdulla
Al-Kahtani handed the certificate during the final day of Hajj
Hackathon competitions which ended Friday in Jeddah. Kahtani
said that Wozniak’s selection comes within the framework of the
Federation’s keenness to attract the best minds in the technology
sector in Saudi Arabia, in order to make the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia as the technology hub in the region. On his part, Apple co-
founder Steve Wozniak expressed happiness at accepting this
position from the Saudi Federation for Cybersecurity,
Programming and Drones, pointing out that what prompted him to
accept the position of Ambassador of the Saudi Technical Hub,
was the remarkable development he noticed in Saudi Arabia’s
approach to the world of technology. He added that the success of
the Hajj Hackathon gives serious indications of the interest among
Saudis in programming and emerging technologies.

Meanwhile, Hajj Hackathon has broken the Guinness World
Record in terms of the number of participants topping 2,950
from over 100 countries. Saudi Hajj Hackathon broke the previ-
ous Guinness World Record for simultaneous Hackathon partici-
pants done by India with 2,577 participants back in 2012. This
year’s Hajj Hackathon, which attracted Tech companies from
around the world with support from Google, run many work-
shops for the participants, encouraged youth to come forward
with innovative ideas. —KUNA


