
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Friday, August 3, 2018

Friday18

Heatwave causes 
heavy crop damage 
in N Korea
SEOUL: North Korea yesterday warned that an
“unprecedented” heatwave has caused heavy
damage to crops as it urged citizens to “join the
struggle” to prevent drought-like conditions
from worsening and hampering food production
in the impoverished country. The Korean penin-
sula has been gripped by a scorching heatwave
in recent weeks, with dozens of deaths in the
South blamed on soaring temperatures that have
hit all-time highs. 

The temperature in North Korea’s capital Py-
ongyang climbed to a record high of 37.8 degrees
Celsius on Wednesday, with state TV warning
that it was “taking a toll on the economy”. It did
not elaborate on the scale of the damage. But the
rising temperatures have already inflicted heavy
losses on the richer South, which has reported
more than three million deaths of livestock and a
fivefold increase in deaths from heat-related ill-
nesses, while vegetable prices have doubled due
to supplies being affected.

The North’s state-run Rodong newspaper
yesterday said that curbing further damage to
the agriculture sector was an “extremely impor-
tant and urgent task”. “Rural areas across the

country... are reporting damages to crops includ-
ing rice and corn due to extremely high temper-
atures and drought,” it said in an editorial.
“Today’s reality is calling for every single indi-
vidual across the country to join the struggle to
contain the damages stemming from high tem-
perature and drought,” it said, urging citizens to
“display their patriotic zeal” and “save every sin-
gle dollop of water”.

“This year’s high temperature is an unprece-
dented natural disaster but it is not an insur-
mountable difficulty,” it added. The North has
a fragile economy and has been frequently con-
demned by the international community for
decades of prioritizing its military and banned
nuclear weapons program over adequately pro-
viding for its people. It has also been slapped
with UN sanctions over its nuclear and missile
tests, with the restrictions remaining in place
despite an ongoing diplomatic rapprochement
that has seen the North’s leader Kim Jong Un
hold a landmark summit with US President
Donald Trump.

The country has periodically been hit by
famine, and hundreds of thousands of people
died-estimates range into millions-in the mid-
1990s. The food situation has improved in recent
years however, partly due to reforms in agricul-
ture and increasing trade at state-sanctioned
private markets that have cropped up nation-
wide. But the nation remains vulnerable to nat-
ural disasters including flood and drought due
to chronic lack of infrastructure, deforestation
and decades of state mismanagement. — AFP 

SINGAPORE: China wants military exercises
and energy exploration with Southeast Asian
nations in disputed waters, according to a draft
document, but insists on outside countries being
excluded in what analysts say is a bid to dimin-
ish US influence. Beijing’s suggestions are part
of efforts to expand its influence in the South
China Sea, which it claims almost entirely, and
push back at Washington which has backed
countries with overlapping claims to the waters.

A code of conduct between Beijing and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to govern behavior in the strategic
sea has been years in the making. The draft doc-
ument, seen by AFP, outlines different countries’
bargaining positions as they work towards an
agreement, and analysts said it represented
some initial progress. In the text, Vietnam offers
the strongest opposition to Beijing’s activities-
calling for countries to stop building artificial is-
lands and establishing military installations.

But there was little sign of serious resistance
from other countries, signaling how opposition
to China’s aggressive expansion in the re-
source-rich waters has ebbed in recent years
in Southeast Asia. At a meeting of foreign min-
isters in Singapore yesterday, Beijing and
ASEAN announced they had agreed on the ne-
gotiating text for the code. Singapore’s Foreign
Minister Vivian Balakrishnan, who is chairing
the meeting, called the draft a “major achieve-
ment”. “The code of conduct is meant to... en-
sure that peace, stability, confidence is built up

so that we can continue to make collective
progress between ASEAN and China while we
take time to resolve the territorial disputes,” he
said yesterday.

However, it was too early to say when ne-
gotiations would be complete, he added.
Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and
Vietnam have rival claims to China’s in the sea.
Tensions have escalated in recent years due to
Beijing building artificial islands that can host
military bases. Meanwhile the US-traditionally
the dominant military power in the area-has
more frequently carried out patrols aimed at
ensuring freedom of navigation.

Long-running tensions
In the draft text, Beijing suggests that China

and the 10 ASEAN states should carry out joint
military exercises regularly. However, the drills
should not involve countries outside the region
“unless the parties concerned are notified be-
forehand and express no objection”. The sug-
gestion to exclude outside countries “is
obviously targeted at the US which has been
dominating the waters of the Western Pacific
and the South China Sea in particular”, Hoang
Thi Ha, from the ASEAN Studies Centre, ISEAS
Yusof Ishak Institute in Singapore, said.

By proposing joint military exercises, China
is trying to send a “subtle message to the world
that ASEAN and China could work together
and things are progressing well, hence there is
no need for external involvement in the South

China Sea issue”, said Ha. Beijing also sug-
gested that China and ASEAN could carry out
joint oil and gas exploration in the waters but
again proposed that firms from countries out-
side the region be excluded from such activi-
ties, the document showed. 

“We believe that without any disturbances

from the outside, code of conduct consultations
will accelerate,” Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi told reporters. “We have made
leapfrog progress in advancing ASEAN-China
relations from quantity to quality,” he added,
saying the first joint maritime exercises would
be held in October.  ——AFP

China wants military drills 
with ASEAN in disputed sea 

Beijing insists on excluding US to diminish influence

SEOUL: Seoul said yesterday it had de-
ployed a warship to Libya in an apparent
show of force to secure the release of a
South Korean national kidnapped along
with three Filipinos in the North African
country. The 4,000-tonne vessel, Munmu
the Great, which takes part in anti-piracy
operations in the Gulf of Aden, was now
on its way to Libya, officials said. In ad-
dition to “carrying out its duty of protect-
ing commercial vessels, (the warship) is
also preparing for all possibilities includ-
ing the need for military support”, a de-
fense ministry spokesman said, without
elaborating further.

The three Filipino engineers and a
South Korean were abducted in an attack
on a water project site in western Libya
on July 6. Their governments confirmed
they were featured in a video shared on
social media this week. The video, also
posted by the SITE Intelligence group,

shows the four men addressing the cam-
era in English. An armed guard is pictured
squatting behind them in the sand, but
their captors are not identified and the at-
tack has not been claimed by any group.
It was not clear when the video was shot.

“The Philippine embassy in Tripoli has
confirmed that the three men in the video
are the three Filipino technicians who
(were) taken by armed men in Libya last
month,” Philippine Department of Foreign
Affairs spokesman Elmer Cato said. A
spokesman for Seoul’s presidential office
said the government was doing “its utmost
with all the resources the country has”.
“His country and his president have never
once forgotten him,” spokesman Kim Eui-
kyeom said in a statement.

“The government has been maintaining
a close cooperation system with the gov-
ernment of Libya and other allies, such as
the Philippines and the United States,
since the day of the incident for his safety
and release,” Kim said. Since former
Libyan dictator Moamer Kadhafi was
ousted from power and killed in 2011, for-
eign workers and diplomatic missions
have frequently been targeted by militias
or jihadists such as the Islamic State
group. — AFP
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SINGAPORE: Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, center, poses for a group photograph
with ASEAN foreign ministers and representatives during the bilateral meeting at the 51st
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Ministerial Meeting in Singapore.—AFP


