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WASHINGTON: Donald Trump yesterday told his attorney gen-
eral to end the high-profile investigation into Russian election
meddling that has ensnared key members of his presidential cam-
paign and cast a long shadow over his White House. In a series of
tweets that quickly sparked accusations that Trump was publicly
trying to pervert justice, the president decried the investigation
led by special counsel Robert Mueller as “a disgrace”. “This is a
terrible situation and Attorney General Jeff Sessions should stop
this Rigged Witch Hunt right now, before it continues to stain our
country any further,” Trump said.

Aides rushed to limit the damage, insisting he was not issuing
an order as Sessions’ boss. “It’s not an order, it’s the president’s
opinion,” White House spokeswoman Sarah Sanders told re-
porters, adding that Trump wants the probe to “come to an end.”
His lawyer Rudy Giuliani added: “He used a medium he uses for
opinions, Twitter. One of the good things about using that, he’s
established a clear sort of practice now that he expresses his
opinions on Twitter. He used the word ‘should,’ he didn’t use the
word ‘must’.”

The president - along with allies in conservative media - has
launched a long PR campaign against the Mueller probe, which
he claims is biased and pursuing erroneous claims of collusion
between his campaign team and Moscow. “Russian Collusion with
the Trump Campaign, one of the most successful in history, is a
TOTAL HOAX,” the president said Wednesday. Mueller - a re-
spected former FBI director - is investigating whether the Trump
campaign aided or abetted an attempt by Russia to sway the 2016
presidential election, or tried to cover up the conspiracy.

He has so far lodged dozens of indictments, including those of
suspected Russian hackers, and secured guilty pleas from at least
three Trump aides charged with conspiracy and lying to investi-
gators. This was Trump’s most direct demand yet that Sessions,

who infuriated the president by recusing himself from the inves-
tigation, intervene to end the probe. “The President of the United
States just called on his Attorney General to put an end to an in-
vestigation in which the President, his family and campaign may
be implicated,” said Democratic congressman Adam Schiff. “This
is an attempt to obstruct justice hiding in plain sight. America must
never accept it.”

Even Trump’s allies questioned the demand. “I’ve said all along
I see no evidence of collusion. But if anyone helped Russia to
hack/steal they deserve justice,” said Republican operative Ari
Fleischer. “Let Mueller finish his job. Neither POTUS nor Sessions
should interfere. After all, nothing will help Trump more than
Mueller concluding there is no crime.” Amid the criticism from
both sides of the political aisle, Trump’s personal attorneys also
sought to walk back the comment, insisting the president was not
ordering Sessions to do anything. “The president has issued no
order or direction to the Department of Justice on this,” lawyer
Jay Sekulow told The Washington Post.

Giuliani added the president may be within his legal rights to
obstruct justice if he wishes. “Under our conclusion if the presi-
dent is acting within his capacity as president and he fires some-
one, that can’t be questioned,” he said. Giuliani also told reporters
the president’s legal team was in the middle of ongoing negotia-
tions with Mueller, as a report in The Washington Post said the
special counsel had offered to reduce the number of questions in
exchange for a sit-down interview.

In the courtroom 
Trump’s latest Twitter tirade came on the second day of the

trial of former campaign chairman Paul Manafort on bank and tax
fraud charges, which stemmed from the probe but were not di-
rectly related to his time on the campaign. Trump tweeted on

Wednesday that Manafort “worked for me for a very short period
of time” but sought to defend his former aide’s bona fides. “Paul
Manafort worked for Ronald Reagan, Bob Dole and many other
highly prominent and respected political leaders,” he said.

Manafort served as Trump’s campaign chief from May to Aug
2016 and the president asked Wednesday: “why didn’t govern-
ment tell me that he was under investigation.” “These old charges
have nothing to do with Collusion - a Hoax!” he said. Manafort’s
trial opened Tuesday with prosecutors accusing him of hiding
from US tax authorities millions of dollars from past lobbying
work for the pro-Russia president of Ukraine, and failing to report
his foreign bank accounts. — AFP
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WASHINGTON: The US Senate easily passed a $716.3 billion
defense authorization bill Wednesday that ramps up military
spending and bolsters America’s posture against Russia, while
avoiding policy changes that would have antagonized Presi-
dent Donald Trump. The National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) passed 87 to 10 in the Senate a week after clearing
the House of Representatives, and now heads to the White
House for Trump’s signature.

The bill provides $69 billion in war funding known as over-
seas contingency operations, authorizes a 2.6 percent pay raise
for members of the armed forces, and invests tens of billions
in modernizing the Pentagon’s air and sea fleets and missile de-
fenses. It notably prohibits delivery of F-35 Joint Strike Fighter
aircraft to Turkey, a NATO ally with increasingly fraught rela-
tions with Washington, until Ankara can confirm it will not buy
Russia’s S-400 anti-aircraft missile system.

And while China and Russia are classified as “strategic
competitors” to the United States, the legislation negotiated
between the House and Senate left out a proposal by senators
that would have blocked a deal Trump reached with Chinese
telecommunications giant ZTE that eases tough financial
penalties on the firm for helping Iran and North Korea evade
American sanctions. The capitulation smoothed things over
with the White House, but it angered Republican Senator
Marco Rubio, who voted against the bill.  — AFP
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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump responds to Dr Alveda
King, niece of Dr Martin Luther King Jr, during a meeting with
inner-city pastors at the White House on Wednesday. — AFP 
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US ‘crypto-anarchist’ 
sees 3D-printed guns 
as fundamental right
AUSTIN: The US “crypto-anarchist” who caused panic this week
by publishing online blueprints for 3D-printed firearms said
Wednesday that whatever the outcome of a legal battle, he has
already succeeded in his political goal of spreading the designs
far and wide. A federal court judge blocked Texan Cody Wilson’s
website on Tuesday by issuing a temporary injunction. Eight states
had sued, arguing the blueprints could allow anyone - from a teen
to a “lone wolf” gunman - to make untraceable, undetectable plas-
tic weapons. 

Wilson complied with the judge’s order and shut down his De-
fcad website, which he wanted to turn into the “WikiLeaks of
guns”. But by then, the blueprints he had posted - after President
Donald Trump’s administration granted him permission to publish
in a settlement to end a five-year legal battle - had been down-
loaded thousands of times. “No matter how badly I win or lose,
you can download a gun from the Internet,” Wilson told AFP at
the headquarters of Defense Distributed, the company he runs out
of a modest factory in Texas capital Austin. “This attempt by these
authorities to go into court and stifle this information drove more
people to the website to download it and spread it deeper into
the internet.” 

Sporting a pair of gray jeans and a dark blue t-shirt, the 30-
year-old with a close-cropped beard wouldn’t appear out of place
as a tech executive in Silicon Valley. The ideology he says he is
driven by is a defense of the US constitution’s first and second
amendments - the rights to free speech and to bear arms. Wilson

believes the intense media attention he generated cemented one
of his principle goals: to use technology and the spread of gun-
making information as a permanent bulwark against any future at-
tempts at gun control in the US.

“We believe that the firearm itself, this implement of violence,
is an essential component of force, of sovereignty,” he says. He
concedes that what he has done, and still wants to do, “offends
the conscience” of some people, but he says “it’s never been illegal
in this country to make a firearm-and the way that you make it
shouldn’t affect that law.”

Wilson ascribes to an anarchist philosophy that the free ex-
change of ideas on the Internet - in its absolute form - is a check
on government. “It’s a politics that predicted WikiLeaks, predicted
Bitcoin, predicted anonymous mail and anonymous communica-
tions online,” he says.   — AFP

AUSTIN: Cody Wilson, owner of Defense Distributed company,
holds a 3D printed gun called the “Liberator” in his factory on
Wednesday. — AFP 


