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OHIO: Looking ahead to their move to Major League
Soccer next year, FC Cincinnati added their first two
MLS players on Monday. Cincinnati picked up for-
ward Fanendo Adi from the Portland Timbers and
midfielder Fatai Alashe from the San Jose
Earthquakes in separate cash deals. The Timbers
received $450,000 in general allocation money
(GAM) and $400,000 in targeted allocation money
(TAM) for Adi. The Earthquakes got $60,000 in TAM
and $75,000 in GAM for Alashe. Allocation money
assists teams while working with the MLS salary cap.

According to the Oregonian newspaper, Portland
could get an additional $100,000 in TAM depending
upon Adi’s results next year. The Timbers also would
receive a portion of the proceeds should Cincinnati
sell Adi internationally within the next 24 months.
According to FC Cincinnati, Alashe will play for the
franchise’s United Soccer League club for the
remainder of this season before the club jumps levels
next season. The Cincinnati Enquirer reported that
Adi also will join the ULS squad, though FCC identi-
fied Adi as its “first MLS-designated player” without
referencing his status in the USL.

“Sometimes opportunities just kind of fall on your
doorstep but you’re prepared for it,” FC Cincinnati
technical director Luke Sassano said Monday at a
press conference. “I think in both situations with Fatai
and Fanendo, we were really in a position to capital-
ize on those opportunities.” Adi, a 27-year-old
Nigeria native, was in his fifth season in Portland. In
126 games (102 starts) for the Timbers, he produced
54 goals and 14 assists. However, he had only three
goals and two assists in 14 games (nine starts) this
season. Adi scored a goal against the Houston
Dynamo on Saturday after coming on as a sub.

“It’s very exciting to be here (in Cincinnati),” Adi
said. “It’s going to be a test for us, but we are all
ready for it. ... I had a lot of tears on the plane ride
because luckily we had WiFi and I was looking at my
Twitter and I saw lots of write-ups and videos, and I
shed a lot of tears. It’s very emotional. “Of course, it
will take me maybe a few weeks to get over the whole
thing with Portland because Portland is part of my
family now. I’ve been there four years, and I left a
legacy there to start something new. It’s beautiful but
some beautiful things have to come to an end and I’m
ready for this next chapter.”

FCC president general manager Jeff Berding said
of Adi, “He’s a tremendously talented player who is
also a standout citizen in the community. The fact that
he has agreed to join us is a clear demonstration of
his passion for leadership and winning. He will imme-
diately begin to create his new legacy with another
very special fan base.” Timbers coach Giovanni
Savarese said in a statement, “Fanendo Adi has been a
tremendous player for this club for the past five years,
and I have enjoyed coaching him and getting to know
him as a person since my arrival. This is a great
opportunity for him within the league, and on behalf
of the entire coaching staff, I wish him continued suc-
cess in the future.”

Alashe, a 24-year-old Michigan native, joined the
Earthquakes in 2015. He made 85 appearances (69
starts) for San Jose, compiling five goals and three
assists. Alashe had no goals or assists in 12 games
(two starts) in 2018. Alashe technically will be on loan
to FC Cincinnati for the remainder of the year before
his transfer becomes permanent. “For me, it’s just a
good opportunity to start something new and be part
of something special going on in this city,” Alashe
said. “I could see it Day 1 when I got here. ... (For FC
Cincinnati) to bring us in here to be one of the first
pieces is really humbling.”— Reuters 
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LONDON: Jose Mourinho’s constant carping and foul
mood during Manchester United’s increasingly tortuous
tour of the United States is raising questions about
team morale and title hopes just over a week away from
the start of the new Premier League season. Unlike
rivals Liverpool and champions Manchester City, two
Premier League contenders whose pre-season has
included solid preparations and astute transfers,
Manchester United watchers see nothing to celebrate
as the 55-year-old Portuguese manager prepares for
his third term at Old Trafford. 

The days when Mourinho used to poke fun at jour-
nalists with a twinkle in his eye during press confer-
ences appear long gone, replaced by a litany of com-
plaints as seen following the side’s 4-1 humbling by
Liverpool on Saturday in their latest outing on the US
tour. Bookmakers are now taking bets on Mourinho
becoming the first Premier League manager to be
sacked or leave his post this season. 

Reports reaching home from the US tour depict
players too nervous to talk openly about what they
think, with the Daily Telegraph and The Sun claiming
those in the squad feel they are “treading on eggshells”.
The Sun cites one case of an unnamed player in a panic
asking the TV channel he gave an interview to erase an
answer he gave them. “It’s understood the piece of con-
tent in question wasn’t even contentious and could be
considered ‘on message’ from a club point of view —
but it is a measure of the tension being felt on a trou-
bled tour,” remarked the Manchester Evening News.

‘Turning sour’ 
Mourinho has a history of targeting specific players

on occasion and Ivorian central defender Eric Bailly
has been in his firing line in the United States. “I don’t

think he is a great leader,” Mourinho said of Bailly
while adding that newly-appointed captain Antonio
Valencia’s physical preparation was below expecta-
tions. “His condition was not good when he was back,”
he said after the player returned to the squad from
holiday. He was more critical of French striker Anthony
Martial, who he said should have returned to the US
tour after going home to be with his girlfriend when
she gave birth to a baby boy in Paris.

Mourinho’s position was in stark contrast to
England manager Gareth Southgate’s much-praised
decision to allow Fabian Delph to leave the World Cup
finals to be with his wife at the birth of their child.
Mourinho - who having guided United to Europa
League and League Cup success in his first season -
delivered nothing last term. Critics suggest he is
caught in a repetitive pattern seen at previous clubs
where his reign turned sour in the third season. It hap-
pened twice at Chelsea where he was sacked in the
middle of his third campaign in his second spell there,
and it also happened at Real Madrid. 

However, Mourinho’s biggest cause for complaint -
that he has not been given the money for the signings
he wanted - has won some sympathy, even from the
Manchester United board despite reportedly strained
relations with Ed Woodward, the executive vice-chair-
man. Thus far he has bought three players including
Brazilian international Fred, but Mourinho is keen to
have two new faces in the squad come the opening
match with Leicester on Friday week. Ironically one of
those targets is Leicester’s England centre-back Harry
Maguire, though the 2016 champions’ wealthy Thai
owners feel they do not have to sell, particularly having
accrued a club record £60 million ($79 million) for the
sale of Riyad Mahrez to Manchester City.

Relations between Woodward and Mourinho may
not be great but there is no suggestion the former
wants the latter out, having last January secured his
signature on a new contract to June 2020 with the
option of a further year. However, with Mourinho still
preferring to live in the luxurious Lowry Hotel —

where a suite costs over £800 a night - than buy a
more permanent home, and now that his trusted
number two Rui Faria, seen as a reliable sounding
board as to his mood swings, is no longer at United,
many are suggesting the third season curse could
prevail again.— AFP 

Mourinho’s dark mood casts 
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Constant carping, foul mood raise questions about team morale 

CALIFORNIA: Manager Jose Mourinho of Manchester United looks on during the International Champions Cup 2018
match against AC Milan at StubHub Center on July 25, 2018 in Carson, California. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait’s brand
ambassador the triathlete Najla Al-
Jeraiwi won the gold medal in the Sierra
Nevada Triathlon, in the Spanish district
of Granada. The triathlon includes swim-
ming for 1500 meters on Motril beach,
cycling for 1970 meters up the hills of
Capiliera, one of the most scenic villages
in the South of Spain near the Sierra
Nevada mountains, and a running com-
petition of 12 kilometers, including 400
meters of running uphill. In a press state-
ment, Ooredoo Kuwait lauded the
achievement, noting that it counts as an
achievement for all the youth of Kuwait.
The sponsorship of athlete Al-Jeraiwi
comes in alignment with the company’s
core values of caring, connecting, and
challenging. It further underscores the
company’s commitment to empowering
women. 

Al-Jeraiwi has a long track record of
key achievements. She won the bronze
medal in the African Triathlon Union Cup
- the Pan Arab Competition, held in
Sharm Al Shaikh last March. She was the
first Arab female triathlete representative
in the 17th Asian Games, South Korea
and the first GCC representative in UCI
Road World Championships 2016. She
was also the runner-up in the ATU

African Triathlon & Pan Arab champi-
onship and the GCC cycling champion in
both Time Trial and Road race. Al-
Jeraiwi is currently the national champi-
on of Kuwait in both triathlon and
cycling. She has come in the top 3 in
multiple regional triathlons. 

Supporting youth and empowering
women is among Ooredoo’s top priori-
ties through its CSR strategy. The com-
pany signed a memorandum of under-
standing with the Ministry of State for
Youth Affairs in 2017to support youth
projects and initiatives. Ooredoo is con-
tinuously working with the different
entities in both private and public sec-
tors to enrich youth experience in a
variety of fields. 

Ooredoo ambassador Al-Jeraiwi wins gold

PARIS: Team Sky’s sixth Tour de France victory in seven
years has left cycling desperately seeking ways to restore
suspense to the peloton. Sky’s implacable and monotonous
domination, briefly interrupted by Vincenzo Nibali and
Astana in 2014, has allowed the British team to propel
three different riders to the top step of the final podium on
the Champs-Elysees — Bradley Wiggins, Chris Froome
and now Geraint Thomas.

“You can’t blame them for winning,” Tour director
Christian Prudhomme told AFP, comparing Sky to
European football’s dominant club. “They’re a version of
Real Madrid.” They have “the best in each position”, said
Romain Bardet of AG2R, who was the best French finisher
in sixth place after being overpowered by the British outfit
in the mountains. “We have a team, a machine that has won
with three different leaders,” Prudhomme said. The
youngest rider in the race was Sky’s Egan Bernal, who fol-
lowed victory in last year’s Tour de l’Avenir, a race for rid-
ers aged 23 or younger, with second place in this year’s
Tour de France young-rider category.

“They are preparing the succession,” Prudhomme said.
But if the same team keeps winning, cycling risks boring its
public, even though viewing figures remained strong in
France — once the country had won the World Cup.
“Today everything is measured to the millimetre,” said
Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI) president David
Lappartient. “How many people are really captivated?” “In
football, there are extraordinary, improbable reversals,”
Lappartient added. “We do not have that much on the Tour
de France, while we have it on the Tour of Flanders and in
Paris-Roubaix (one-day classics). We want to dream of the
new. We must not rule out anything.”

New types of routes
This year the Tour experimented with an unusually

short mountain stage (65 kilometres), the 17th to Saint-
Lary-Soulan, to limit the role of teams. It may do so again.
But Prudhomme stil l  preferred the 200-kilometre
marathon two days later saying “it was the classic
Pyrenees stage that was the most beautiful”. The course
director, Thierry Gouvenou, is looking for steep climbs to
favour the climbers and solo attackers and has been doing
so since 2012, said Prudhomme.

A ban on radio ear-pieces has been a subject of debate
between the Tour and the teams for several years but the
technology has moved on and now the argument also
includes power metres. Body and bike sensors supply
instant data on each rider’s performance, allowing them to
fine-tune their efforts, enabling managers in team cars to
plan defensive tactics. “Riders must act on instinct,” said
Jean-Rene Bernaudeau, manager of the Direct Energie
team and former Tour rider, told French newspaper Le
Figaro.  “You have to remove the earpieces. The sensors
have their uses in training but if they were banned during
the race, we would be fine... There are things to be done in

cycling, but we have to be quick.”

Sky’s big budget 
Money is the biggest issue, many of those involved said.

“Sky has a budget that is much higher than the second
biggest on the World Tour,” said Philippe Mauduit, who
heads the Emirates team. “The peloton is enormously pro-
fessionalized, the gaps have become very small. The differ-
ence is in the payroll. “We will have to do something if we
want to preserve the appeal of top-level cycling. The
media gags and, when they are no longer happy with what
they see, they transmit that to the public.” He suggests a
salary cap: “It works in the NBA.” Proudhomme agrees
that “it might make sense” but insists it is the responsibility
of the UCI. UCI president Lappartient told AFP: “There
have always been teams with superior means, but I
announced a working group on the attractiveness of races
during my election campaign. This will be running before
the end of the year, with riders, organisers, TV, journalists,
there will be ideas, nothing is ruled out.”— AFP

The thrill is gone 
and cycling wants 
blue-sky thinking

PARIS: Photographers take picture as Sky team members pose after the 21st and last stage of the 105th edition of
the Tour de France cycling race between Houilles and Paris Champs-Elysees. — AFP 


