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the Iraqi people, praising the positive results of the
Kuwait International Conference on Iraq
Reconstruction (KICIR) held last January, Jarallah
quoted Maliki as saying. 

The Iraqi vice president arrived in Kuwait late
Monday on an official visit, and met HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday. Maliki
also met Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and
Deputy National Assembly Speaker Oudah Al-Rowaei. 

Rowaei affirmed the importance of committing to HH
the Amir’s goodwill policy towards neighboring and
friendly countries. After receiving Maliki, Rowaei said
the “meeting discussed various issues concerning
Kuwait and Iraq,” adding that “Maliki appreciated the
Amir’s positive role in resolving numerous conflicts”.
“We as Kuwaitis are obliged to follow the policy of His
Highness the Amir and adhere to his leadership in pro-
viding goodness in every deed possible for our broth-
ers everywhere,” Rowaei added. Maliki also visited the
Abdullah Al-Salem Cultural Center, where he was
acquainted with the various departments of the build-
ing, before he concluded his visit to Kuwait. —  KUNA
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its value in six months. Only last week, Trump fired
off an all-caps tirade at his counterpart Hassan Rouhani
on Twitter, warning of untold “suffering” if Iran contin-
ued to threaten the US. Many in Iran are therefore sus-
picious of his latest volte-face. “We cannot negotiate
with someone who violates international commitments,
threatens to destroy countries, and constantly changes
his position,” said analyst Mohammad Marandi, of the
University of Tehran, who was part of the nuclear nego-
tiating team. 

Some officials remained more receptive.
“Negotiations with the United States must not be a
taboo,” said Heshmatollah Falahatpisheh, head of par-
liament’s foreign affairs commission, in an interview
with the semi-official ISNA news agency.  “Trump
understands that he does not have the capacity to
wage war with Iran, but due to historic mistrust,
diplomatic ties have been destroyed,” said
Falahatpisheh, adding that this left no choice but to
work towards reducing tensions.

Motahari added that hardliners, who have long
opposed any rapprochement with the US, share the
blame for the collapse of the nuclear deal. “If the whole
Iranian system had worked to implement this agree-
ment, today we would be witnessing the presence of
European companies in Iran and their investments, and
even Trump would not be able to withdraw so easily
from the deal,” he said.  “But from the start one part of
the system did not want the agreement to work.”

On the streets of Tehran, meanwhile, the focus
remained resolutely on Iran’s domestic economic diffi-
culties. “All of us believe that Trump is the enemy of
Iran and Iranian people. But now maybe Trump wants
to give the Iranian people an opportunity and, God
willing, it could be a way to get past our disastrous sit-
uation,” added Hushiar, an office manager in her 50s. 

Many Iranians find it hard to believe that the man
who is trying to destroy their economy, and has banned
them from flying to the US, can be trusted. “If they are

honest in their words that they want to have negotia-
tions with us without any preconditions, at least they
should stay in the JCPOA (nuclear deal) or they should
let us get the benefits of European trade,” said Morteza
Mehdian, a software engineer in his 20s. “But the reality
is this man is a liar and we cannot trust his word.”

For now, this is also the official line, with Iran’s
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei saying earlier
this month that talking to Trump would be “useless”.
Foreign ministry spokesman Bahram Ghasemi on
Monday said “there is no possibility for talks”, ahead of
Trump’s statement. “Washington reveals its untrustwor-
thy nature day by day,” Ghasemi said, according to the
conservative-aligned Mehr news agency. The Trump
administration says its “maximum pressure campaign”
is designed to force Iran into a new deal that goes
beyond limiting its nuclear program and includes curbs
to its regional behavior and missile program.

Separately, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said
Trump’s repudiation of the accord reached in 2015 was
“illegal” and Iran would not easily yield to Washington’s
renewed campaign to strangle Iran’s vital oil exports.
Rouhani said during a meeting with Britain’s ambassa-
dor yesterday that after what he called the “illegal” US
withdrawal from the nuclear deal, “the ball is in
Europe’s court now”. He added, “The Islamic Republic
has never sought tension in the region and does not
want any trouble in global waterways, but it will not
easily give up on its rights to export oil.”

Rouhani and some senior military commanders have
said Iran could disrupt oil shipments from Gulf states
through the Strait of Hormuz if Washington tries to
choke off Iranian oil exports. Reiterating Tehran’s offi-
cial stance, Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral
Hossein Khanzadi was quoted as saying by Tasnim
news agency yesterday that the strait would remain
open “if Iran’s national interests are preserved”.

Iran’s OPEC governor, Hossein Kazempour Ardebili,
told Reuters yesterday that Trump was mistaken to
expect Saudi Arabia and other oil producers to com-
pensate for losses of Iranian oil caused by US sanc-
tions. “It seems President Trump has been taken
hostage by Saudi Arabia and a few producers when
they claimed they can replace 2.5 million barrels per
day of Iranian exports, encouraging him to take action
against Iran,” Ardebili said. “Now they and Russia sell
more oil and more expensively. Not even from their
incremental production but their stocks.” — Agencies 
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allegedly misusing the funds. The loans from the
state-owned IDBI bank were intended to bail out his
failed carrier Kingfisher Airlines, whose motto was “Fly
the Good Times” but folded in 2012 under huge debts.
Indian authorities last year laid money-laundering
charges against the tycoon, who dropped off India’s
most wealthy list in 2014.

He was subsequently arrested in Britain and released
on bail as he battles extradition, living in a sprawling
$15 million mansion in southeast England. Heading into
court yesterday, he again called the charges “complete-
ly false”. “And now that the assets are before the court,

and I’m in the hands of the court, I hope this will all
end,” Mallya added.

Inside the courtroom, England’s Chief Magistrate
Emma Arbuthnot - who handles the country’s most
complex extradition cases - delayed a decision on the
case to Sept 12. She has been considering concerns
over conditions at the prison in the Indian city of
Mumbai where Mallya will be held, including over-
crowding and whether it provides Western-style toilets. 

Among the outstanding issues yesterday was the
amount of natural light, with the judge ordering a video
be filmed of the facility within three weeks to gauge the
amount it receives. “Perhaps it ought to be done at mid-
day,” Arbuthnot told British government lawyers. “I
want to see... whether the windows pick up any natural
light.” Mallya’s lawyer Clare Montgomery told the
judge that prosecutors’ assurances on conditions “can-
not be relied upon”. “It’s clear... that whatever the light
is, it’s not natural light flooding into the cell - there just
isn’t any.” — AFP 

Mallya makes 
assets ‘offer’

LONDON: Although many cultural debates may be
brewing in Britain, it appears that one age-old bone of
contention has been settled: Should milk go in a cup of
tea first or last? Drinking tea is considered one of
Britain’s favorite past-times, but its rituals have divided
connoisseurs for centuries, and served as a social class
marker. The most contentious issue has been when to
add milk, but a poll published yesterday reveals that
four times more Britons believe that it should be poured

in at the end, rather than the beginning. 
The YouGov Omnibus survey found that 79 percent

favored adding milk last, with 20 percent disagreeing.
The split was even more marked across the genera-
tions, with 96 percent of 18-24 year-olds believing it
should be added first, compared to 32 percent of over
65-year-olds. The issue was tackled by author George
Orwell in his 1946 essay “A Nice Cup of Tea”, where he
wrote “indeed in every family in Britain there are prob-
ably two schools of thought on the subject”.

It was believed to have class connotations, with the
aristocracy showing off their expensive china cups by
adding boiling water first - a practice that would reput-
edly shatter cheaper vessels. But the latest poll indi-
cates no preference according to class, with the middle
and working classes both equally likely to add their
milk in first. — AFP 

Britain storm in 
tea cup settled: 
Milk goes in last! 

TEHRAN: With its currency plummeting ahead of the
reimposition of US sanctions, Iran has responded with
dozens of arrests and claims of an enemy conspiracy,
but also signs of a push to confront corruption. The
Iranian rial has lost almost two-thirds of its value since
the start of the year, and 20 percent in just two days
since the weekend, hitting a record-low of 119,000 to
the dollar. Many lay the blame on the imminent reimpo-
sition of US sanctions on August 6 following US
President Donald Trump’s decision to pull out of the his-
toric nuclear accord, with Iranians rushing to store their
savings in dollars. 

The central bank issued a statement on Monday that
trod a familiar line, blaming “the enemies’ conspiracies”
for the rial’s sudden decline. This may not be purely
paranoid fantasy. The US and its Gulf Arab allies are
engaged in a “maximum pressure campaign” against the
Iranian government, and there have been rumors that
the United Arab Emirates has been curbing the physical
supply of dollars to Iran, helping drive up prices.

But others say outside pressure is only effective
because Iran’s economy is so corrupt and poorly man-
aged. Belatedly, the authorities appear to be waking up
to the crisis. This weekend, the judiciary announced 60
people had been arrested for fraud and trying to under-
mine the banking system, with more to come.
Spokesman Gholam Hossein Mohseni-Ejeie said several
had direct ties to the government, allowing them, for
example, to illegally import luxury cars, and could face
the death penalty on Iran’s infamous charge of “corrup-
tion on Earth”. 

New transparency 
The arrests follow mounting anger against profiteers

who use political connections to access dollars at artifi-
cially low rates, and then use them to import goods on
the cheap, or simply sell them on the black market for a
huge profit. In a radical departure from usual govern-
ment practice, in June the young telecoms minister
Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi exposed a group of
mobile phone importers who were gaming the system.
They had been granted $250 million at the cheap rate to
import phones, he said, “but less than one third was
used for the purpose”, implying the rest was stashed
away or sold.

The 36-year-old minister’s move proved wildly
popular on social media, but saw a backlash from
some of his cabinet colleagues such as Industry
Minister Mohammad Shariatmadari, who said doing
something similar in his ministry would amount to “a
war against the private sector”. Still, the episode
showed a new willingness among Iranian officials to
“be transparent and introduce accountability into the
system,” said Esfandyar Batmanghelidj, founder of the

Europe-Iran Forum, a business network. “Hopefully,
more officials will understand that this is what the
public is looking for.”

‘Full-fledged crisis’ 
The other priority is fixing the chaotic policies that

have facilitated profiteering in the first place, particu-
larly the disastrous decision in April to set a single,
fixed rate for the dollar at 42,000 rials. To enforce the
decision, the authorities shut down currency trading
shops and made it illegal to sell dollars above the offi-
cial rate, which only fuelled a boom in the black mar-
ket. The government was forced to climb down in June,
saying only importers of essential items such as medi-
cines would use the cheap rate, while others would
negotiate a higher price. 

President Hassan Rouhani sacked the central bank
chief last week, and his replacement, Abdolnassar
Hemati, has promised new currency policies “in the
coming days”. But trapped in fire-fighting mode and
under fire from both conservatives and reformists over
the deteriorating economic situation, Rouhani has done
little to address deeper problems. “We’re in a full-
fledged crisis and that’s taking all the attention. No one
is talking about bank reform and investment and job
creation,” said economic journalist Maziar Motamedi of
Tehran’s Financial Tribune. 

Fearing a public panic, the government continues to
insist that everything is under control, but has so far
offered only vague promises that it will allocate more
money to job creation and funnel more infrastructure
projects to the private sector. “Just saying positive stuff
is not helping. People have a hard time believing them,”
Motamedi said. “Everyone knows the structural prob-
lems are there but the government is tackling crises as
they happen rather than preventing them.”—  AFP 

In this photograph taken on Monday, tourists on jeeps watch a Sri Lankan elephant during a safari at Kaudulla national park in Habarana. The Sri Lankan elephant is one of three recognized subspecies of the Asian elephant, native to Sri
Lanka. — AFP 

Iran’s currency 
crisis triggers 
graft crackdown

TEHRAN: A man withdraws Iranian rial notes from an
automated teller machine in the capital yesterday. — AFP 


