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Spotify’s music 
industry liaison 
Troy Carter 
to depart
CALIFORNIA: Troy Carter, who acted
as a bridge between Sweden-based
Spotify Technology SA and the recorded
music industry, will leave the company in
early September but remain in an advi-
sory role, Spotify said on Monday.
Carter was a music industry veteran who
had previously helped manage artists
such as Lady Gaga and John Legend. In
2016, he became Spotify’s global head of
creator services. In that role, he helped
the Swedish company allay concerns
from artists over how they could gain a
following and make money on Spotify’s
streaming music platform, which has
thinner margins than the traditional
record business.

“I came to this company to help
bridge the gap between Spotify and the
creative community,” Carter said in a
prepared statement. “Over time, that
goal evolved from fixing a challenge to
building a global team focused on
changing the game for artists around the
world, partnering with them to help
bring their creative visions to life in new
and innovative ways.”

Variety earlier reported Carter’s
departure. The magazine also reported
that Carter had been upset at a Spotify
policy put in place in May that demoted
the prominence of some artists after they
were accused of what the company
called “hateful conduct.” The policy
affected artists such as singer R. Kelly
and rapper XXXTentacion. Last month,
Spotify narrowed the policy, keeping a
ban on songs “whose principal purpose
is to incite hatred or violence” but
removing terms related to an artist’s
conduct.

Spotify did not respond to a question
about whether Carter’s departure was
related to the policy. In a statement,
Spotify Chief Executive Daniel Ek said

when Carter “joined our team, there was
skepticism from the artist community on
streaming overall. Troy has been instru-
mental in changing that perception and

his efforts to establish true partnerships
across the industry will be felt for years
to come.” Spotify shares closed down 5
percent at $176.79. —Reuters

NEW YORK: In this file photo, the opening numbers are displayed on the floor dur-
ing the Spotify IPO at the Dow Industrial Average at the New York Stock Exchange
in New York. —AFP

Nokia to help with 
T-Mobile superfast 
telecom network
SAN FRANCISCO: Nokia will help T-
Mobile deploy a superfast “5G” mobile
internet network across the United
States in a $3.5-billion deal, the compa-
nies announced Monday. Finland-based
Nokia will provide T-Mobile its suite of
5G technology, and help build the
telecommunications firm’s new-genera-
tion nationwide wireless network, the
companies said. “We are all in on 5G,”
T-Mobile chief technology officer
Neville Ray said in a release. “And
together with Sprint, we’ll be able to do
so much more.”

US wireless operators Sprint and T-

Mobile announced earlier this year that
they are merging to form a new compa-
ny and push development of a super-fast
5G network. The merger must still be
approved by regulators. 5G or fifth-gen-
eration wireless communications net-
works promise to move data so quickly
that they would enable services such as
remote surgery or driverless cars and
allow customers to experience video and
virtual reality with greater ease.

“Nokia and T-Mobile will advance the
large-scale deployment of 5G services
throughout the United States,” Nokia
chief customer operations officer Ashish
Chowdhary said in the release. T-Mobile
is one of the biggest earners for its par-
ent Deutsche Telekom of Germany. T-
Mobile and Sprint-a subsidiary of
Japan’s SoftBank-are at present the third
and fourth largest US wireless operators,
respectively.—AFP

FINLAND: A picture shows a view of the headquarters of Finnish telecoms giant
Nokia in Espoo, Finland. —AFP

Nintendo 
first-quarter 
profits up 44% 
to $275m 
TOKYO: Nintendo said yesterday its quarterly net
profit jumped 43.9 percent year-on-year to $275 mil-
lion, driven by the global popularity of its Switch con-
sole and game titles. The Kyoto-based game giant
reported net profit for the three months to June of 30.6
billion yen ($275 million), with operating profit soaring
88.4 percent to 30.5 billion yen. It said sales were up
9.1 percent to 168.16 billion yen, and it  expects strong
demand for the Switch console to continue into the
second half of the year.

“For Nintendo Switch, hardware sales in every
region have been trending upwards since the video
game expo, E3, was held in the US in June,” the compa-
ny said in a statement. “In parallel with an increase in
digital sales, software sales also have been moving in

good shape towards the holiday season,” it said. In the
April-June period Nintendo sold 1.88 million Switch
console units-down 4.4 percent from a year earlier,
shortly after its launch. 

At the same time it sold 17.96 million software units,
more than double the same period last year. Game soft-
ware sales were driven by “Donkey Kong Country:
Tropical Freeze”, which sold 1.4 million copies world-
wide since its release in May, the company said. “Mario
Tennis Aces”, released in June, sold 1.38 million units.
The “Nintendo Labo” series, a cardboard construction
toy series for the Switch system, sold 1.39 million units,
showing promise as the offerings in the series expand,
the company said.

“Sales of Nintendo Switch remain steady, but a deci-
sive period for Nintendo is the Christmas season,” ana-
lyst Hideki Yasuda at Ace Research Institute in Tokyo
told AFP before the results. “Results for the second half
will prove to be a real test for Switch.” For the year to
March, Nintendo maintained optimistic annual targets,
forecasting net profit of 165 billion yen and operating
profit of 225 billion yen on sales of 1.2 trillion yen. 

Analysts said Nintendo was expected to benefit
from new software releases. “Demand for Switch is
entering a second phase following its explosive initial

demand,” Yasuo Imanaka, an analyst at Rakuten
Securities in Tokyo, told AFP ahead of the earnings
announcement. “Sales of Nintendo Labo are not strong
enough to lead its profit, but expectations of the firm’s
overall earnings are high as it is scheduled to release
potentially powerful titles during the rest of the fiscal
year, including a Pocket Monster title,” he said.—AFP

Uber hits brakes on
self-driving trucks
SAN FRANCISCO: Uber on Monday said it is hitting the
brakes on self-driving trucks, shifting gears to focus just
on autonomous cars. Uber is among a number of tech-
nology and car companies racing toward what some
contend is an inevitable future in which vehicles drive
themselves. Uber’s aspirations had included self-driving
trucks, with the smartphone-summoned-ride service
revving that effort with the purchase of startup Otto two
years ago. “We’ve decided to stop development on our
self-driving truck program and move forward exclusively
with cars,” Eric Meyhofer, head of Uber advanced tech-
nologies group, said in an email response to an AFP
inquiry. “We recently took the important step of return-
ing to public roads in Pittsburgh, and as we look to con-
tinue that momentum, we believe having our entire team’s
energy and expertise focused on this effort is the best
path forward.”

San Francisco-based Uber had suspended its self-
driving car program after a crash that killed a woman
pushing a bicycle in a street in Arizona in March of this
year. Uber has a version of the ride service that match-
es truck drivers with loads in need of hauling. In the
absence of an urgent need for self-driving trucks to
keep Uber Freight competitive, members of that team
will work on autonomous cars or be offered spots else-
where in the company. Uber Freight has become a
national operation since launching in May of 2017.
Otto co-founder Lior Ron left Uber in the weeks after
the fatal accident in Arizona, according to media
reports. Ron and co-founders including Anthony
Levandowski, started Otto in early 2016. The startup
was bought by Uber nine months later in a deal valued
at more than $500 million. Levandowski was a central
figure in a blockbuster federal lawsuit filed by Waymo
against Uber claiming trade secrets were stolen from
the self-driving car project where he worked before
leaving to start Otto. —AFP

PARIS: The planet’s largest colony of king penguins has
declined by nearly 90 percent in three decades,
alarmed researchers said Monday. The last time scien-
tists set foot on France’s remote Ile aux Cochons-
roughly half way between the tip of Africa and
Antarctica-the island was blanketed by two million of
the flightless birds, which stand about a meter tall. But
recent satellite images and photos taken from helicop-
ters show the population has collapsed, with barely
200,000 remaining, according to a study published in
Antarctic Science.

King penguins are home bodies. While adults will set
to sea for days at a time foraging for food, the species
does not migrate. Why the colony on Ile aux Cochon
has been so decimated
remains a mystery. “It is
completely unexpected, and
particularly significant since
this colony represented
nearly one third of the king
penguins in the world,” said
lead author Henri
Weimerskirch, an ecologist
at the Centre for Biological
Studies in Chize, France,
who first set eyes on the
colony in 1982.

Climate change may play a role. In 1997, a particu-
larly strong El Nino weather event warmed the south-
ern Indian Ocean, temporarily pushing the fish and
squid on which king penguins depend south, beyond
their foraging range. “This resulted in population
decline and poor breeding success” for all the king
penguin colonies in the region, Weimerskirch said. El
Nino’s are cyclical events that occur every two to seven
years. But they can be amplified by global warming,
which itself produces many of the same results, albeit

on a longer timescale. 
Indeed, Weimerskirch and colleagues showed in an

earlier study that climate change, on its current trajec-
tory, will likely make the Iles Crozet-the archipelago
that contains Ile aux Cochon-unviable for king pen-
guins by mid-century. Migration is not an option
because there are no other suitable islands within strik-
ing range. Other factors may be contributing to the
decline of the Ile aux Cochon colony, including over-
crowding.

One egg at a time
“The larger the population, the fiercer the competi-

tion between individuals,” noted a statement from
France’s National Centre for
Scientific Research, which
funded the study.  “The
repercussions of lack of
food are thus amplified and
can trigger an unprecedent-
ed rapid and drastic drop in
numbers.” But this so-called
“density-dependent effect”
can also be made worse by
climate change, the study
notes. Another possible cul-
prit is avian cholera, which

has affected seabirds on nearby Marion and
Amsterdam Islands, including some king penguins.

But until Weimerskirch and other researchers return
to Ile aux Cochons-hopefully, he said, in early 2019 —
they won’t know for sure. It is also possible that inva-
sive species such as rats, mice or cats, have found their
way onto the island. The Red List of Threatened
Species conservation status for king penguins is cur-
rently “least concern,” but the new data may prompt a
reevaluation. King penguins are the second-largest

penguin species after the Emperor.
They do not make a nest, but rather lay one egg at a

time and carry it around on their feet covered with a
flap of abdominal skin, called a brood patch.  Parents
take turns incubating the egg, switching every couple

of weeks over a two-month period. There are two sub-
species of kings. Aptenodytes patagonica patagonicus
inhabits the Falklands and South Georgia Island, while
Aptenodytes patagonica halli resides in the southern-
most reaches of Indian Ocean and South Pacific.—AFP

Climate change, increasing population contribute towards decline

World’s biggest king penguin 
colony shrinks by 90 percent

FRANCE: This handout photo shows a two-million-strong king penguin colony on Ile aux Cochon, part of
France’s Iles Crozet archipelago, situated roughly half way between the southern tip of Africa and
Antarctica. —AFP
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TOKYO: In this file photo the logo of Japan’s Nintendo Co.
is displayed at a presentation in Tokyo. —AFP French lawmakers 

ban smartphones 
in schools
PARIS: French schoolchildren will have to leave their
smartphones switched off or at home as the new aca-
demic year begins in September, after lawmakers voted
for a ban on Monday. The ban on smartphones, tablets
and other connected devices, which will apply to pupils
up to the age of 14-15, fulfils a campaign promise by
centrist President Emmanuel Macron, while being
derided as “cosmetic” by the opposition. 

MPs of Macron’s centrist LREM party and its allies
gave final approval to the bill, while lawmakers on the
left and right abstained from the vote, calling the law a
“publicity stunt” that would change nothing. Under the
new law, schools may make exceptions for “pedagogi-
cal use”, extra-curricular activities, or for disabled
pupils. Secondary schools for their part can decide
individually whether to impose a partial or total ban on
connected devices.

A previous law, passed in 2010, already prohibited
smartphone use during class.  Education Minister Jean-
Michel Blanquer said the earlier law did not apply
across the board and lacked teeth, while the new law
moves France “into the 21st century”. “It sends a mes-
sage to French society” as well as countries around the
world, he said. Nearly nine in 10 French teens aged 12
to 17 own a smartphone. —AFP


