
Volcano hikers tell
of terror after
Indonesia quake
MATARAM: More than 500 hikers and guides
stranded by landslides on an Indonesian mountain
after an earthquake have returned to safety, with
some recalling their terror when tons of rock cas-
caded down. The shallow 6.4-magnitude quake,
which struck early Sunday on Lombok island and
was followed by scores of aftershocks, triggered
major landslides on Mount Rinjani, blocking the
hiking routes that criss-cross it.

Some 800 trekkers and their guides were on
the mountain when the quake struck including
citizens from the United States, France, the
Netherlands, Thailand, Germany and 21 other
countries, according to search and rescue offi-
cials. Hundreds managed to find a way down on
Sunday and over 500 more reached safety
Monday night. 

While most were able to pick their way down
the mountain on foot, at least three arrived at
Sembalun village on the lower slopes by helicop-
ter, according to officials. Some returned with
harrowing tales of being caught out by the quake,
which killed 17 people across the holiday island
including one on the mountain. Australian hiker
Stanley Yu said the ground began to shake about
20 minutes after his group reached Rinjani’s peak.

“The earthquake lasted about 10-20 seconds.
After that everybody was rushing down,” he told
AFP. “On the way down there was another earth-
quake and that made everyone panic — it was
pretty scary.” One Thai tourist, who reached the
foot of the mountain Tuesday morning, felt the
ground shake beneath her sleeping bag. “I felt the
earth move... and thought ‘Huh? What’s happen-
ing?’” she said. “I got out of my bed and then I
saw a landslide (with) rocks falling down.” A male

friend said he watched parts of Rinjani’s slopes
collapse. “The whole mountain, rocks, fell down
—  I was a bit afraid,” he said.

‘Tired but in good condition’ 
The remaining 500 or so hikers were able to

start climbing down on Monday after guides dis-
covered an alternate route that was unaffected by
the landslides. The last three trekkers — two
porters and a guide — are expected to arrive at
the base of the mountain by 7pm local time, said
Agus Hendra Sanjaya, a spokesman for the search
and rescue agency on the island’s main city of
Mataram.

“We have searched the (Rinjani) area, there
are no more hikers,” he told AFP.  “We started this
morning at 6am and will continue to monitor the
situation for the next three days from our base at

the foot of the mountain in Sembalun.” Most of
the trekkers reached the base of the mountain by
late Monday evening, according to I Gusti
Lanang Wiswananda, another spokesman from
the Mataram search and rescue agency. “They
were all tired but in good condition and were
checked by our medical teams on the ground
upon arrival,” he told AFP.

Helicopters and search teams had been
deployed to scour the mountain’s slopes and drop
food supplies for those stranded on it. Thousands
of buildings were destroyed across Lombok,
including a health clinic. National disaster mitiga-
tion agency spokesman Sutopo Purwo Nugroho
said more than 220 people suffered serious
injuries. A Malaysian tourist was among the dead,
with another six citizens injured, the foreign min-
istry in Kuala Lumpur has said. — AFP 
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NEW DELHI/ISLAMABAD: In this combo picture, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi gestures to greet attendees during Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Parliamentary committee meeting at Parliament and in a handout photograph
released by political party Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on July 26, 2018, Pakistan’s cricketer-turned politician Imran Khan, and head of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (Movement for Justice) party, addresses the nation at his resi-
dence in Islamabad a day after general election. — AFP photos 

ISLAMABAD: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
called Imran Khan on Monday to congratulate him on his
party’s victory in the Pakistan general election, with both
men discussing regional peace. It was their first call since
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) emerged victori-
ous from last week’s vote that has been marred by claims
of pre-election rigging and irregularities on the day.

Relations between the nuclear-armed rivals have
frayed in the last couple of years, with direct talks stalled
amid diplomatic rows and military firing across the Line
of Control frontier that divides the disputed region of
Kashmir. Khan, widely seen as Pakistan’s prime minister-
in-waiting, is now courting independent candidates and
minor parties to form a coalition government in a nation
that has fought three wars with India.

In the phone call, Modi “reiterated his vision of peace
and development in the entire neighborhood”, according
to a statement by India’s Ministry of External Affairs.
Khan declared in his victory speech that he wanted to
resolve the long-standing territorial dispute over
Kashmir, saying “if India comes and takes one step
towards us, we will take two”. Khan’s media team said he
had told Modi it was vital both countries focus on pulling
millions out of poverty.

The PTI said Khan had also told Modi that issues
between the two nations must be resolved through talks.
“Wars can breed tragedies instead of facilitating resolu-
tion of conflicts,” he said, according to a PTI statement.
“Prime Minister (Modi) expressed hope that democracy

will take deeper roots in Pakistan,” the Indian ministry
said in a brief statement. European Union observers say
there was an uneven playing field during the election as
major obstacles were put in the way of a rival party that
was led by jailed former premier Nawaz Sharif. The
United States has also expressed concern about what it
calls electoral “flaws”.

Khan has offered to investigate all claims of irregular-
ities, and promised to build a
new Pakistan with an Islamic
welfare state that would seek
to elevate those mired in
poverty. Some analysts and
commentators have said
Pakistan’s democracy has been
weakened by meddling by the
armed forces. Both Khan and
the military deny colluding
with each other.

Majority-Muslim Pakistan
has criticized India in recent
years about what it calls New
Delhi’s heavy-handed tactics in Kashmir, as well as vio-
lence suffered by the Muslim-minority groups in India at
the hands of Hindu extremists. India blames Pakistan for
stoking the revolt in Kashmir and the Modi government
has refused talks unless Islamabad acts against militant
groups operating from its soil against India. India and
Pakistan have fought three wars since independence

from Britain in 1947, two of them over Kashmir, which
they both claim in full but rule in part. In its first response
to Khan’s election, the Indian foreign office said it hoped
Pakistan’s new government would work for a terror-free
South Asia.

Citizens list
One of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

biggest critics is rallying
opposition parties against his
government after a new list of
citizens excluded 4 million
people from a border state in a
drive against illegal immi-
grants. The draft National
Register of Citizens (NRC) is
the result of a years-long agi-
tation by residents of the
northeastern state of Assam
demanding expulsion of the
immigrants from Muslim-
majority Bangladesh just over

the border.
Work on it accelerated under the state and federal

governments of Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), and the exclusions from the list released on
Monday have given ammunition to opposition parties to
band together against Modi’s re-election bid next year.
Mamata Banerjee, the firebrand chief minister of India’s

eastern state of West Bengal, accused the BJP of trying
to make millions of people stateless for political reasons.
“This can’t be tolerated and that’s why India needs a
change, and the change must come in 2019, for the bet-
terment of the people of this country,” Banerjee said at
an event in New Delhi. Outside parliament, her regional
All-India Trinamool Congress led a protest by lawmakers
from seven political parties, who held placards demand-
ing “Stop this divide and rule policy” and “Why have
Indian citizens become refugees in their own country?”

Assam has been racked by waves of violence over the
years as residents, including tribal groups, have clashed
with both Hindu and Muslim settlers, whom they accuse
of plundering resources and taking away jobs. BJP
President Amit Shah hit back at the opposition, saying
his party was the only one that dared to take a firm
stance against illegal immigration. He said migrants from
Bangladesh had no place in India.

India does not have a deportation pact with
Bangladesh, however, and the government has said it
would decide on the fate of those eventually deemed
foreigners in consultation with the Supreme Court,
which is monitoring the registration process. In Assam,
many applicants queued for the second day at govern-
ment booths to check their citizenship status, with
some relieved at finding their names on the list while
others who did not make it hung around, dejected.
There have been no reports of violence and security
remains tight. — Agencies 

Modi and Khan discuss regional peace 
‘Reiterated his vision of peace and development in the entire neighborhood’

SEMBALUN: This handout picture released by the Indonesian military and taken on July 30, 2018 shows hikers
descending from Mount Rinjani after people were stuck on the mountain following an earthquake on July 29, in
Sembalun, West Nusa Tenggara. — AFP 
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Man jailed in Australia
over terror plot
BRISBANE: A man was jailed for 17 years yesterday for plotting
a terrorist attack in Australia after being prevented from travel-
ling to Syria, with the judge saying he continued to hold extremist
views. Agim Kruezi, 25, was arrested in 2014 and pleaded guilty
in the Brisbane Supreme Court to one count each of preparing
for terrorist acts and planning a foreign incursion. The court
heard Kruezi, reportedly an Australian-born Albanian, planned to
travel to Syria to fight with an Al-Qaeda-affiliated group but was
stopped by customs officers and his passport was cancelled. He
instead turned his attention to an attack on home soil.

Broadcaster ABC said police found a loaded semi-automatic
sawn-off rifle, two balaclavas, two machetes, a photocopy of a
book titled Jihad, and an Islamic State flag pinned to his bedroom
wall when he was arrested. Instructions to carry out beheadings
were also discovered on his computer and in the days before his
arrest, he purchased 10 liters of petrol and attempted to buy
glass bottles suitable to make molotov cocktails, it added.

Justice Roslyn Atkinson said it was necessary for counter-ter-
rorism police to arrest him when they did to prevent a “public
attack”. “If not imminent, it was at least planned to the point you
had obtained weapons,” she said, according to Brisbane’s Courier
Mail. “There seems little doubt... that you intended to carry out
the terror plot, albeit the precise details were yet to crystallize.”
She added that “there is no evidence that you have changed your
(extremist) views”.

Canberra has been increasingly concerned by homegrown
extremism and citizens fighting with jihadist organizations abroad
such as Islamic State. The country introduced sweeping counter-
terrorism laws in 2014 that include blocking alleged jihadists from
going overseas. Authorities say they have prevented 14 terror
attacks in recent years. Several others have occurred, including
the 2014 siege of a central Sydney cafe in which two hostages
were killed. — AFP 


