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Photo of the Day

SHARJAH: Sharjah Electricity
and Water Authority (SEWA)
awarded Director of Technical
Supervision Department at
Ministry of Electricity and
Water in Kuwait Engineer
Iqbal Al-Tayyar for her efforts
in preserving energy. During
the annual Tarsheed month
celebrations, SEWA Chairman
Rashid Al-Leem awarded
Iqbal Al-Tayyar for her stance
in conserving electricity.
Tayyar said after the celebra-
tion that the award is fruit of
efforts exerted by Kuwait
Electricity and Water Ministry
in protecting energy and find-
ing better technological
means through projects and
media campaigns. 

Meanwhile, Leem praised
Kuwait ministry’s bilateral
and strategic cooperation
with SEWA. SEWA hosts
annual celebrations to award
UAE government officials and
GCC officials who promote
preservation and saving of
energy. — KUNA

SEWA awards Kuwait’s Tayyar
in Tarsheed month

KUWAIT: Sunset at Ras Ashairej. — Photo by Musaed Alghuraibah (KUNA)

KUWAIT: Kuwait Health Minister Dr Basel Al-Sabah said
yesterday that the ministry is placing the final touches on
the permanent office of the World Health Organization
(WHO), which will open soon in Kuwait. The minister
affirmed that opening the office in Kuwait would increase
the chance of executing health plans and programs and to
keep Kuwait updated with the latest developments.

Minister Sabah received the regional director of WHO
Dr Ahmad Al-Mandhari, a meeting aimed at achieving a
quantum leap in the relations between the two sides. He
also stressed the importance of Dr Mandhari’s visit to
Kuwait, saying it would focus on the two side’s future
visions and plans. During the meeting, the two officials
touched on important matters connected with plans to
counter major diseases.

Meanwhile, Dr Mandhari said that the opening of this
permanent office would serve the health system in Kuwait
and the region. WHO strives, through this cooperation
between the two sides, to highlight Kuwait’s advance
healthcare system, in addition to strengthening joint health
ventures, said Dr Mandhari in a statement.

Medical supplies
Kuwait offered $59 million as medical supplies to

Yemeni people to help them withstand the humanitarian
crisis in their country, Sheikh Dr Basel said yesterday.
“Under the guidance of His Highness the Amir, Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Kuwait responded
to the appeal of the Yemeni people and provided medi-
cine to cover shortages in Yemeni hospitals,” Sheikh Dr
Basel added. 

During the reception, the Minister explained that
Kuwait enjoyed a common relationship with WHO for
six decades, positively contributing to World Health
Programs and supporting emergency and relief plans.
“The State of Kuwait is keen on following up with latest
international health and medical programs, policies, and
plans,” Dr Basel Al-Sabah said. He stressed the impor-
tance of Kuwait’s technical cooperation with interna-
tional organizations in various health fields, in line with
the World Sustainable Development Goals 2030, WHO’s
Program of Action (2019-2023), and the strategy of
cooperation between the two sides. — KUNA

Permanent WHO office in
Kuwait soon: Health Minister

KUWAIT: Health Minister Dr Basel Al-Sabah (right) presents a memento to the regional director of WHO Dr Ahmad Al-
Mandhari. — KUNA

Kuwait provides $59 million in medical supplies to Yemenis 

Sidra Medicine
performs first
open-heart surgery
DOHA: Sidra Medicine performed surgery in its newly opened Heart
Center in July. Sidra Medicine Heart Center is one of the institution’s flag-
ship programs and is positioned to become a leading center in the region
for patient suffering from congenital heart disease. Patients in Qatar and
the region now have access to state of the art equipment and an interna-
tional team of experts able to perform the most complex cardiology pro-
cedures in Qatar, eliminating the need to travel abroad for care.

The first open-heart surgery was performed on three year old patient
who was diagnosed with atrial septal defect, which manifests as a hole in
the heart. Dr Olivier Ghez, Sidra Medicine’s Division Chief of Cardiac
Surgery, led a multidisciplinary team of 10 medical professionals during
the successful 2-hour surgery to correct the defect. The team included Dr
Reema Kamal who is a Qatari chief of cardiology.

“My family and I are so thankful for the care we received at Sidra
Medicine. The doctors and allied staff were so supportive and helpful
throughout the entire process and our son was discharged in less than one
week. I am relieved that we could access the right care so close to home
and so efficiently,” said the boy’s mother.

Dr Ghez, a renowned congenital cardiac surgeon who joined Sidra
Medicine from the Royal Bromption Hospital in London, UK is now of his
expertise in neonatal and pediatric cardiac surgery. He said: “I am very
proud to have performed the first open heart surgery at Sidra Medicine. I
would like to thank all the doctors, nurses and the incredible allied staff for
the role they played in this operation. We can now offer world-class care
for the most complex of cardiac patients here at Sidra Medicine and have
already been very busy with children in need of the team’s expertise.”

The Heart Center provides a wide range of services including cardiac
surgery, interventional therapies, electrophysiological therapies, cardiac
anesthesia, perfusion, extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO),
cardiac intensive care, non-invasive cardiology, outpatient and inpatient

cardiac care, as well as fetal cardiology. “The Heart Center aims to pro-
vide comprehensive care to children and adults with congenital heart dis-
ease by harnessing the expertise of an internationally renowned team and
a model that represents a fusion of best practices from around the world,”
said Dr Ziyad Hijazi, Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at Sida
Medicine and the Director of Sidra Heart Center.

Sidra Medicine’s main hospital.

DOHA: Doctors perform a surgery in Sidra Medicine’s newly opened
Heart Center.

SHARJAH: Director of Technical Supervision
Department at Ministry of Electricity and Water in
Kuwait Eng. Iqbal Al-Tayyar (left) receives her SEWA
award. — KUNA


