
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The interior ministry said
Monday it sent around 500 expatriates to
the deportation center for violating the resi-
dency law and committing crimes. It added
in a statement this came during a security
campaign in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, during
which policemen checked identification
papers of 927 expatriates, of whom 497
were arrested and referred to the deporta-
tion center. The campaign, it said, aimed at
enforcing the law and arresting criminals
who were escaping from punishment. The
ministry urged the public to cooperate with
the police and to report those wanted by
the security and judicial authorities. 

Separately, Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh said on Monday the
Public Authority for Manpower (PAM) has
won over 500 court cases against residence
permit dealers. The cases will surely curtail
the phenomenon of what is locally known as
“iqama business”, Sabeeh, who is also
Minister of State for Economic Affairs, said
during a ceremony held by the Moroccan
Embassy in Kuwait to mark the 19th anniver-
sary of the Moroccan king’s accession to the

throne. Kuwait is keen to help everyone live
on its soil in peace and security, the minister
added. The ministry of social affairs and labor
took these legal moves in collaboration with

international labor agencies and the
International Organization for Migration
(IOM), and in line with relevant international
agreements, Sabeeh added. 

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti leadership
discussed with visiting Iraqi Vice
President Nouri Al-Maliki the latest
security and political developments in
Iraq, said Deputy Foreign Minister
Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarallah. Jarallah

stressed Kuwait’s keenness on sup-
porting Iraq to overcome its current
crisis and achieve security and stabili-
ty. Maliki conveyed Iraq’s apprecia-
tion of the Kuwaiti role in supporting
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News in brief

Jozak named Kuwait head coach

HONG KONG: Former Croatia technical director
Romeo Jozak has been appointed coach of the
Kuwait national team, the former Legia Warsaw boss
has confirmed on social media. Jozak, 45, has signed a
two-year contract and will also take charge of the
country’s Olympic team as the Kuwaitis attempt to
re-establish themselves after a two-year absence
from the international football scene. A FIFA-imposed
ban, which was put in place in late 2015 due to politi-
cal interference in the Kuwait Football Association’s
affairs, was lifted in December. — Reuters 

Saudi king holidays in NEOM 

RIYADH: Saudi King Salman has arrived for a holi-
day in NEOM, a still-undeveloped mega city that
the crown prince has pledged to build from scratch
in the kingdom’s remote northwest, state media said
Monday. NEOM appears an unusual holiday desti-
nation for the monarch, who is known to spend his
annual summer vacation in palaces in locations such
as Morocco. NEOM, announced with much fanfare
last October by Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, is part of a series of multi-billion-dollar
projects as the kingdom seeks to diversify its oil-
reliant economy. — AFP

500 expats to be deported for 
violating laws, criminal acts

PAM wins hundreds of cases against iqama traders

Police hunt 8 for bestiality 

NEW DELHI: Police in northern India yesterday
said that a major manhunt was underway for eight
men accused of having sex with a pregnant goat
that later died. The suspects face prosecution
under the colonial era Section 377 of the Indian
Penal Code that outlaws “intercourse against the
order of nature”. Police raids were being conduct-
ed in the Mewat region of Haryana state to look for
the men. “We have identified three of the eight
accused and the police teams are out on raids to
arrest them as soon as possible,” police official
Naazneen Bhasin said. — AFP

Iran link to Houthi missiles 

UNITED NATIONS: Yemen’s Houthi rebels are still
arming themselves with ballistic missiles and drones
that “show characteristics similar” to Iranian-made
weapons, a report by a UN panel of experts has
found. In a confidential 125-page report to the
Security Council, the panel said it “continues to
believe” that short-range ballistic missiles and other
weaponry were transferred from Iran to Yemen after
an arms embargo was imposed in 2015. The experts
are also investigating information that the Houthis
received from Iran a monthly donation of fuel valued
at $30 million. — AFP 

Kuwaiti leadership discusses 
Iraq developments with Maliki

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Iraqi Vice
President Nouri Al-Maliki yesterday. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Policemen gather during a security campaign in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh late Monday. -—MoI  

TEHRAN: A man looks at a newspaper with a picture of US President Donald Trump
on the front page in the capital yesterday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Skepticism was rife in Iran yes-
terday after US President Donald Trump
offered talks, with one lawmaker saying
negotiations would be a “humiliation”. The
country’s top leaders did not give an imme-
diate response to Trump’s statement a day
earlier that he would meet them “anytime”
without preconditions. “I would meet with
Iran if they wanted to meet,” Trump said at a
joint White House press conference with
Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte, “I
don’t know if they are ready yet. No pre-
conditions,” he added. “They want to meet,

I’ll meet. Any time they want. Good for the
country. Good for them. Good for us. And
good for the world.”

But several Iranian public figures said it
was impossible to imagine negotiations with
Washington after it tore up the 2015 nuclear
deal in May. “With the contemptuous state-
ments (Trump) addressed to Iran, the idea of
negotiating is inconceivable. It would be a
humiliation,” said Ali Motahari, deputy
speaker of parliament, according to the con-
servative Fars News. “America is not trust-
worthy. After it arrogantly and unilaterally
withdrew from the nuclear agreement, how
can it be trusted?” added Interior Minister
Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli, according to Fars.

The US is set to start reimposing full
sanctions on Iran from August 6 - a move
that has already contributed to a major cur-
rency crisis with the rial losing two-thirds of
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JERUSALEM: An Israeli court yesterday
sentenced an Arab woman to five months
in prison for incitement to violence and
support for a terrorist organization in
poems and other social media posts, the
justice ministry said. Dareen Tatour, 36 and
an Israeli citizen, posted a video clip of
herself reading her poem “Resist, my peo-
ple, resist them,” in Oct 2015, accompanied
by pictures of clashes between Palestinians
and Israeli forces, according to authorities.
The posts on YouTube and Facebook

came as a wave of Israeli-Palestinian vio-
lence was erupting, including Palestinian
knife attacks. 

“I wasn’t expecting justice to be done.
The case was political from the start,
because I am Palestinian and support free-
dom of speech,” Tatour told reporters at
the Nazareth Magistrate’s Court in north-
ern Israel. She was convicted in May and
sentenced. The court also added a six-
month suspended sentence to Tatour’s jail
time, according to the official minutes dis-
tributed by the justice ministry. Her lawyer
Gaby Lasky was expected to appeal.

Tatour’s prosecution has drawn inter-
national criticism. International writers
group Pen has defended Tatour, saying
she “has been convicted for doing what
writers do every day - we use our words
to peacefully challenge injustice”. The

poem was quoted in Hebrew in the charge
sheet, but according to an English transla-
tion on the Arabic literature and transla-
tion site ArabLit, it contains the following
lines: “For an Arab Palestine, I will not suc-
cumb to the ‘peaceful solution’, Never
lower my flags, Until I evict them from my
land, Resist the settler’s robbery, And fol-
low the caravan of martyrs.”

Prosecutors said that on Oct 4, she
also quoted a statement by Islamic Jihad
calling for “continuation of the intifada in
every part of the West Bank”, alleging it
showed her support for the outlawed mili-
tant group. Tatour said her poem was
misunderstood by the Israeli authorities
as it was not a call for violence, rather for
non-violent struggle. Tatour, from the
Arab village of Reineh near Nazareth,
was arrested on Oct 11, 2015. Her sen-

tencing comes after the release on
Sunday of Palestinian teenager Ahed
Tamimi who served an eight-month sen-
tence for slapping two Israeli soldiers, an
episode recorded in a video that went
viral. Tamimi, 17, was greeted by crowds
of supporters and journalists upon her
release in her hometown of Nabi Saleh in
the occupied West Bank. — Agencies 
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Dareen Tatour

LONDON: Indian tycoon Vijay Mallya speaks to members of the media as he leaves
after appearing at Westminster Magistrates Court yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: Indian tycoon Vijay Mallya
said yesterday he had made an “uncon-
ditional offer” to an Indian court in a bid
to settle fraud charges, as he continues
to fight extradition from Britain. Mallya,
chairman of the UB Group drinks con-
glomerate and chief executive of the
financially ailing Force India Formula
One team, said it did not entail pleading
guilty to any crimes. “I have not included
any clemency plea or plea bargain in my
unconditional offer to the Karnataka

High Court,” he told reporters outside a
London court after the latest hearing in
his legal battle against facing trial in his
homeland. 

“All we’ve said to the court (is), ‘Here
are the assets... please sell them under
judicial supervision, pay the banks, pay
the other creditors’.” Asked how any
financial settlement in India could affect
fraud charges filed against him, Mallya
added that it was up to the Indian gov-
ernment. “They have their legal advisers,
I have mine, and if the way forward has
to be decided before various judicial
forums, that’s the way it’s going to be.”

Mallya, known for his lavish lifestyle,
left India in March 2016 owing more
than $1 billion after defaulting on loan
payments to state-owned banks and 
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