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school principals, participating students, members of the distinguished jury 
committee and ladies and gentlemen of the audience. “Due thanks to all par-
ticipating establishments for the efforts they exerted and for sponsoring and 
attending the awards ceremony of this year’s students’ painting competition 
held under the title ‘Kuwait Beautiful & Green’,” he said.  

Abdul Karim Al-Enezi, Head of Judging Committee, also thanked the or-
ganizers for investing resources in honing Kuwait’s young talents. “I thank 
you for your interest in this annual contest as we celebrate its 15th year. The 
numbers are increasing year after year, and this year the number reached 
more than 19,000 students of both genders, who presented the most beau-
tiful works, making it difficult for judges to pick the best among them, and 
this is why the number of winners in all categories will vary this year,” he said. 

“I want to reiterate not only to students but also to their teachers and 
parents, that they must get the complete idea about the contest’s condi-
tions. It has a very important message for the new generation, which is the 
protection of Kuwait’s environment and how can we make Kuwait beautiful 
and green. Our children excelled with very beautiful paintings,” Enezi said. 

“Our aim today is not the large number I mentioned above, but the qual-
ity, idea and painting the piece according to requirements and not to repeat 

or redraw some of past years’ ideas that were already displayed at the time, 
or the winning works that were published in papers then. These are works 
that won with the ideas of those who drew them, and we as judges cannot 
pick them to win again, as we look for innovation and creativity, and a beau-
tiful piece that comes from the heart and thought of the artist,” he said. The 
jury head also thanked the teachers who took care of the students to draw 
beautiful paintings that express the goal behind this contest. 

Many contestants and winners who participated in this year’s competition 
were either winners or runners-up in several school competitions in Kuwait, 
including those from the special needs categories, like Lujane Al-Raggom of 
Manarat School, who took home the first prize. She likes drawing and paint-
ing, according to her art teacher Rania Al-Samir. “She finds peace in art and 
this is what she likes the most,” Samir said. Lujane has won several competi-
tions organized by various companies and NGOs. “She is an active girl and 
we fully support her through the appreciation of her work and helping her 
out in the combination of colors and drawing materials,” Samir said. 

“I am very happy to get this award. As a mother, I am very proud of my 
daughter - I feel like I am the winner. Bagging first place is excellent for a 
small kid like Sophia. I think she can improve, and this is great encourage-

ment from our part,” said Victoria, mother of winner Sophia Park of the Inter-
national British School (6-8 year category). 

Eighth-grader Al-Juri Fahd Al-Rashid of Dasman Bilingual School (9-11 
year category) was very happy to be named the winner from many con-
tenders. She said she would love to share her award with her school and the 
people of Kuwait. “We work together on this, especially with my art teacher 
Nouran Al-Nadi - without her support, we wouldn’t be able to come up with 
this beautiful artwork,” she noted. 

Tenth-grader Ghadeer Ibrahim was named winner in the 15-17 year cat-
egory. Her teacher Fatma Al-Sawwagh was very overjoyed. “I knew it when 
the painting was done and presented to me. I was the first to laud her work. 
It was wonderful and I knew it will get a good review by the judges. I am very 
happy for her,” she told Kuwait Times. 

Another beautiful work of art was a painting by Munira Al-Zanki (special 
efforts category). It elicited several positive comments from people attend-
ing the event. “This was a fantastic drawing. She really has the hands and 
mind of a real art genius. I think she will soar in the world of art one day,” a 
journalist said while examining the painting. Munira is a Grade 12 student at 
Fatma Al-Hashmia School, mentored by her teacher Nidaa Borusli. 
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