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This year’s contest saw 19,000 students from over 190 of Kuwait’s 
public, private, bilingual and special needs schools taking part. Ku-
wait Times Deputy General Manager Adnan Saad opened the awards 
ceremony and welcomed the guests, including ambassadors of vari-
ous countries. “Today, we celebrate the 15th anniversary of the Kuwait 
Beautiful and Green school painting competition organized jointly by 
Kuwait Times and Zain. We - Kuwait Times - are very pleased to orga-
nize such an activity which actually conveys messages about the sig-
nificance of environmental protection to and through students. This 
activity helps link students to the environment and highlights the sig-
nificance of protecting it,” he said.  

He apologized for the brief preparations due to the upcoming final 
exams of students and the holy month of Ramadan. “Participants’ paint-
ings showed how much they love Kuwait and the environment as well 
as their keenness on protecting it as a sustainable and infinite resource,” 
Saad said. The competition also helps students explore their artistic 
skills and gain more self-confidence in activating their talents and re-
lationship to the surrounding environment in homes, schools and the 

community in general. 
“It is a great thing when creativity stems from innocence and ex-

pressing feelings. Participating students have made wonderful paint-
ings and proved their skills and creativity through artistic touches 
and appreciation of the values of beauty expressed by colors and the 
materials they used joyfully. This was clearly reflected in participants’ 
works, which came as a truthful and transparent expression of a com-
prehensive vision, enabling students to focus on formative arts, express 
themselves and demonstrate their talents in their own ways and styles,” 
he said.   Adnan lauded the members of previous and present juries 
who expressed their rich and artistic experiences and knowledge in se-
lecting the winning paintings. “I thank Ghada Abdul Kareem, Thuraya 
Al-Baqsami, Shorouq Ameen, Modhi Al-Hajji, Elina Khabbaz, Abdul Ka-
reem Al-Enezi, Abdul Aziz Arti, Amira Ashkanani, Svetlana Arndt and 
many others,” he said. 

He thanked Zain Telecom’s PR and communications manager Waleed 
Al-Khashti, Symphony Style Hotel Manager, Hardee’s representative, 
Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan, distinguished 

Kuwait Times recognizes artists through its 15th 
‘ ’ contest

By Ben Garcia 

T
he venue was packed to capacity as attendees arrived in a steady flow. Everyone had a big smile on their faces, ready to hear 

the announcement of winners in this year’s Kuwait Beautiful and Green Painting contest organized by Kuwait Times. The 

contest, in its 15th year, is the biggest such competition in the Middle East. The program started with a video presentation 

about Kuwait, which narrated the early life of many Kuwaitis before oil was discovered. Videos of Kuwait Times’ founder Yousef 

Al-Alyan were also shown. 
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