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HONG KONG: Changchun Yatai’s former
Watford striker Odion Ighalo scored both
goals as they beat Chinese Super League
leaders Shanghai SIPG 2-1 yesterday, hand-
ing Vitor Pereira’s side their first defeat of
the season.

SIPG won their opening six games of the
new campaign but have now picked up one
point from their last two games after being
held to a draw by Tianjin Teda last weekend.
“Our opponents taught us a lesson today,”
said former Porto coach Pereira.

“Football is actually very simple. When
you attack, everyone attacks together and
you must maintain the formation. “You have
to be compact defensively and defend
together, but the team I saw today was not
like that. “We attacked and lost the ball and
we were scattered everywhere, leaving a lot
of space.

“This is not our way of playing. We need
to learn from this kind of game.” SIPG
remain on 19 points from the first eight
games of the season but have had their lead
trimmed to just one point after Shandong
Luneng claimed a third win in a row with a
2-1 victory over Henan Jianye.

J in J ingdao scored twice for Li
Xiaopeng’s side after Christian Bassogog
had given Henan the lead after 39 minutes as
Shandong increased the pressure on the
leaders. Seven-times defending champions
Guangzhou Evergrande have also closed in
on SIPG, with Fabio Cannavaro’s side now
two points behind Pereira’s  team. Yu
Hanchao’s injury t ime header gave
Evergrande a 1-0 win over Jiangsu Suning.

That was Jiangsu’s f irst  defeat since
Cosmin Olaroiu replaced Fabio Capello at
the helm in March and leaves the club from
Nanjing in sixth place, six points off top
spot. Beijing Guoan moved up to fourth with
their first win in four games after three suc-
cessive draws as Roger Schmidt ’s  s ide
claimed a 4-3 win over struggling Guizhou
Zhicheng.

Jonathan Viera scored twice and Ba Dun
hit a third as Beijing took a three-goal lead
by the 26th minute before Babacar Trawallay
pul led one back for Guizhou. Cedric
Bakambu restored Beijing’s cushion three
minutes after the restart and, while Trawallay
netted twice more to complete his hat-trick
in the final 15 minutes, the side from the cap-
ital took all three points.

Dalian Yifang are still looking for their
first win of the season after slipping to a 1-0
defeat against  Shanghai  Shenhua and
Guangzhou R&F returned to winning ways
as Renatinho scored the only goal of the
game against Chongqing Lifan.

Ezequiel Lavezzi hit a brace as Hebei
China Fortune added to Paulo Sousa’s trou-
bles with a 3-0 win over Tianjin Quanjian
and Beijing Renhe secured all three points
against Tianjin Teda with a 1-0 victory
courtesy of  a  goal  f rom Benjamin
Moukandjo. — Reuters

Ighalo double
hands SIPG first
Chinese Super
League loss

STUTTGART: Karolina Pliskova recovered from a slow
start to beat CoCo Vandeweghe 7-6 (7/2), 6-4 and
claim the Stuttgart Grand Prix title yesterday.

The Czech fifth seed earned the second clay trophy
of her career after Prague three years ago. She was the
first from her country to play in the German final.

“I had such great support this week from the public
and my team,” said Pliskova, who collected her trophy
after being driven across the court in the flame-red
Porsche 718 Boxster cabriolet which came along with
her prize money.  “CoCo
played so well all week.” The
16th-ranked Vandeweghe
enjoyed a great run in
Germany’s automotive capital
after starting as a wild card
entry because her agent for-
got to enter her in the event.

The Californian, whose
career-long aversion to clay
began evaporating during the
best week of her life on the
dirt, upset three top 10 play-
ers - US Open champion Sloane Stephens, world num-
ber one Simona Halep and France’s number seven
Caroline Garcia.

“Thanks for the wild card,” Vandeweghe said. “I’ve
had a fantastic week.  “I tried my best in the final but I
didn’t quite get there. Karolina played really well.

“I missed this year, but maybe next...”
Vandeweghe had won three of their four previous

meetings, but lost to the Czech in the Stuttgart second
round a year ago.  The American had not dropped
serve in her two wins prior to the final. On Sunday,
Pliskova broke three times in a one and three-quarter
hour victory.  Vandeweghe started by breaking Pliskova
in the opening game before the Czech found her rhythm
to break back in the fourth game.  The set then tight-
ened with both women relinquishing little on serve. In

the tiebreaker, Vandeweghe
again jumped into an early
lead.  But Pliskova won six
consecutive points and
earned three set points from
a second-serve ace.

One was enough as the
Czech found the line on a
return to take the early lead.

Pliskova took a 3-2 lead
in the second set and broke
for a second time in the set
to lead 5-2.

It took her two attempts to serve out victory, losing
serve in the eighth game, but Pliskova settled affairs in
her next service game as her opponent’s backhand
went long on match point. Vandeweghe had been aim-
ing to become the first American champion in Stuttgart
since Lindsay Davenport in 2005. — AFP

Pliskova overhauls Vandeweghe to 
win Stuttgart Grand Prix title
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STUTTGART: Karolina Pliskova from the Czech Republic poses with her trophy and her new Porsche car she got
after winning the WTA Tennis Grand Prix in Stuttgart, southwestern Germany, yesterday. —AFP

BOSTON: Denard Span, Wilson Ramos, Carlos Gomez
and Johnny Field all homered Saturday as the Tampa
Bay Rays won their eighth straight game, plastering the
Boston Red Sox 12-6 at Fenway Park in Boston. Scoring
in every inning but the first and fourth, Tampa Bay fin-
ished with 18 hits in its latest offensive onslaught. The
Rays have scored a whopping 63 runs in their hot
stretch, plating eight runs or more in six different
games. Ryan Yarbrough (1-1) pitched four innings of
relief for his first big league victory. He permitted three
hits and two runs, walking none and fanning six.  Starter
Yonny Chirinos lasted only two-plus innings, yielding
six hits and three runs with two walks and three strike-
outs. David Price (2-3) was tagged with the loss after a
shaky 5 2/3 innings. Price gave up eight hits and six
runs, five of them earned, walking four and whiffing five.

DIAMONDBACKS 4, NATIONALS 3 (10 INNINGS)
Left fielder David Peralta had three hits and his first

multi-homer game and A.J. Pollock walked with the
bases loaded to force in the winning run in the 10th
inning when Arizona became the first National League
team in 111 years to win its first nine series with the vic-
tory at Nationals Park. The Diamondbacks (19-7) tied
their best start in franchise history while becoming the
first NL team to win its first nine series since the 1907
Chicago Cubs, who won their first 11. Seattle won its
first nine in 2001. Ryan Zimmerman and Howie
Kendrick homered for the Nationals, who have lost six
of seven.

RANGERS 7, BLUE JAYS 4
Robinson Chirinos hit two solo home runs, Jurickson

Profar hit a two-run blast, and 44-year-old Bartolo
Colon pitched seven effective innings as visiting Texas
defeated Toronto. Colon (1-0) allowed three runs and
six hits and struck out two. Shin-Soo Choo had three
RBIs for the Rangers, who have taken the first two
games of the three-game series and have won three in a
row overall. Kevin Pillar hit two solo homers and
Lourdes Gurriel Jr. hit one solo shot for the Blue Jays,
who have lost four in a row, all at home.

MARINERS 12, INDIANS 4
Seattle scored multiple runs in three of the first four

innings as it cruised to a win in Cleveland. The early flur-
ry was more than enough for Mike Leake (3-2), who
bounced back from one of the worst starts of his career
and earned the win after allowing four runs on six hits
and one walk while striking out six over six innings. The
Mariners took the lead before Carlos Carrasco (4-1)
recorded an out as Dee Gordon led off with a single and
scored on Jean Segura’s two-run home run.  Nelson Cruz
homered with one out to extend the lead to 3-0. Cruz
finished with four hits and was a triple shy of the cycle.

TWINS 3, REDS 1
Right-hander Jake Odorizzi (2-2) allowed just a sec-

ond-inning home run, and he and the bullpen dodged
several threats in beating visiting Cincinnati to end
Minnesota’s eight-game losing streak. The Twins
scored two runs in the fourth off Reds starter Sal
Romano (1-3), one on a double from Eduardo Escobar
and the other on a sacrifice fly from Robbie Grossman,
and they added a run in the fifth on catcher Mitch
Garver’s solo home run. In six innings, Odorizzi gave up
five hits, one of which was Scott Schebler’s third home
run, with two walks and three strikeouts. Fernando
Rodney, who had blown three straight save opportuni-
ties, walked two of the first three batters he faced in the
ninth inning before getting two infield pop-outs to get
his third save.

GAME 1: WHITE SOX 8, ROYALS 0
Rookie Daniel Palka collected four hits and hit his

first career homer as visiting Chicago rolled to a vic-
tory in the opener of a day-night doubleheader with
Kansas City. Playing in his third career game, Palka
went 4-for-5 and scored three times as the White Sox
won their third straight game and improved to 5-0
this season against the Royals. Carson Fulmer (2-1)
allowed four hits in a career-high seven innings. He
struck out three, walked three and threw a career-
high 109 pitches.

GAME 2: ROYALS 5, WHITE SOX 2
Eric Skoglund recovered from allowing a leadoff

homer to Tim Anderson and pitched a career-high sev-
en sharp innings as host Kansas City Royals won the

nightcap of a day-night doubleheader against the
White Sox. Skoglund (1-2) gave up Anderson’s homer
five pitches into the game and then retired the next 15
hitters. Alex Gordon drove in his first three runs of the
season with a two-run single in the first off Dylan
Covey (0-1) and an RBI double off Juan Minaya in the
eighth as the Royals stopped a 10-game home losing
streak, one shy of the team record set in 2013.

CUBS 3, BREWERS 0
Jose Quintana threw seven scoreless innings and

Javier Baez and Tommy La Stella each drove in runs as
host Chicago recorded its third straight win over
Milwaukee. Quintana (3-1) continued his string of quali-
ty starts for the Cubs, allowing just two hits with seven
strikeouts and one walk. He has thrown 24 consecutive
scoreless innings against the Brewers. Milwaukee
starter Junior Guerra (2-1) made his third straight
strong start, allowing one run on three hits with six
strikeouts and two walks in six innings. Guerra retired
eight of the first nine batters he faced before surren-
dering a pair of two-out hits in the third inning.

GAME 1: DODGERS 15, GIANTS 6
Chase Utley and Joc Pederson each had four hits

and rookie Walker Buehler (1-0) won for the first time
as visiting Los Angeles rolled past San Francisco in
the first game of a doubleheader. The Dodgers set a
franchise record by coming to the plate 27 times with
runners in scoring position, going 12-for-27 in those
situations. The Dodgers had 20 hits, including nine for
extra bases. Giants starter Chris Stratton (2-2) lasted
just 1 1/3 innings, giving up six runs on six hits with
four walks. 

Ramos homers, Rays 
beat Boston for 
8th straight win

BOSTON: Eduardo Nunez #36 of the Boston Red Sox attempts to throw the ball to first as he falls in
the eighth inning on a ball hit by Jesus Sucre #45 of the Tampa Bay Rays at Fenway Park on Saturday
in Boston, Massachusetts. — AFP

LONDON: Sunderland sacked manager Chris Coleman
yesterday, and then announced that owner Ellis Short
was selling the club following the northeast side’s rele-
gation to the third tier of English football.

Sunderland said Short plans to sell to a group led by
Stewart Donald, chairman of Eastleigh, a non-league
club in the south of England. Sunderland have dropped
from the Premier League to League One in under 12

months following two successive relegations, with Short
admitting in a statement his disappointment at how his
stewardship of the Black Cats had ended.

“It is no secret I have been trying to sell Sunderland
but I have waited until the right group came along that
have the experience, finances and plan to take this
great club back to where it deserves to be,” he said.

“Overall my chairmanship has not gone the way I
would have wished; the many high points of a decade in
the Premier League have been overshadowed by the
low points of the last two terrible seasons. “I was there-
fore determined to ensure that I leave Sunderland in the
best possible hands and in the best possible state to
turn the corner.”

Short added: “To achieve this, higher offers from
less qualified buyers were rejected and I have paid off
all debts owed by the club and leave it financially
strong and debt free for the first time since years

before I owned it.” The deal is subject to English
Football League approval, with Donald confirming he
intends to sell Eastleigh who play in the National
League-the division below the three tiers of the
English Football League that in turn sit beneath the
elite English Premier League. Coleman, 47, replaced
Simon Grayson in November but won just five of his 29
games, losing 16 times.

“Sunderland AFC announces that manager Chris
Coleman and his assistant Kit Symons have been
released from their contracts,” said the earlier club
statement. “The club would like to place on record its
sincere thanks to Chris and Kit for their tireless efforts
in what has been a hugely disappointing season for
everyone involved with the club.”

Sunderland’s relegation to the third tier for the first
time in 30 years was sealed by a  2-1 loss at home to
Burton last weekend. — AFP
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