
Brilliant Bjork seals 
first European title 
BEIJING: Alexander Bjork won his first European Tour title in stun-
ning fashion after carding a seven-under 65 to emerge from a packed
China Open field in a dramatic final round yesterday. “I can’t describe
the emotions. I’m really, really happy,” said the Swede, who entered
the day a shot off the pace and was part of a six-way tie for the lead
at one point before winning by two strokes at 18-under par.

“I’m really proud of the way I played today,” added the world num-
ber 112. “It’s probably one of the best rounds I’ve ever played, I would
say the best round, given the situation. I didn’t make pretty much any
mistakes today so I’m super happy.” The 27 year-old will now leap
into the top 10 in the European Tour Race to Dubai and as high as
72nd in the world today after receiving a bumper cheque for
$525,000 at the $3.2 million event co-sanctioned by Asian Tour on his
44th European Tour start.

Jordan Smith earlier signed for a brilliant 64 to set the clubhouse
target at 16 under par, but Bjork took the lead on his own for the first
time with a birdie on 15 after a classy up-and-down from a sand trap.
Spaniard Adrian Otaegui joined him in top spot but another birdie on
the 17 left Bjork with an nervous clubhouse wait at 18-under par 270.

A three-putt on the 17th from Otaegui left him two behind and
when he and fellow overnight leader Matt Wallace both failed to make
eagles at the par-five 18th Bjork was able to celebrate. Spain’s
Otaegui did make a birdie at 18 to take second place on his own at 17-
under. Fellow Spaniard Jorge Campillo shared third at 16-under par
with the English pair of Smith and Wallace.

The 27-year-old Bjork first hit the front with a stunning approach
to the opening hole and further birdies on two par-fives, the fourth
and eighth, plus another at the 11th left him one behind Smith who

stormed to the top of the leader board after a flawless round featuring
eight birdies. Otaegui holed a brilliant downhill sweeping 25-foot left-
to-righter on the second to get his final-round 67 going. Wallace was
level par for his round after 10 holes as he overcame a double-bogey
on the fourth but a tremendous back nine with birdies on the 11th,
12th, 15th and 17th kept his hopes alive. Denmark’s Lucas Bjerregaard
also carded a magnificent eight-under 64 to lift himself to sixth pace
on his own. —AFP 

Zain awards winners of 
Hunting and Equestrian 
Club’s festival 
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications company in Kuwait,
participated in awarding the winners of speed races in the Hunting
and Equestrian Club’s Conclusion Festival for the season 2017-2018
under the patronage of HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and the attendance of his representative
Farwaniyah Governor Sheikh Faisal Al-Homoud Al-Malek Al-Sabah.  

Zain’s strategic partnership with the Hunting and Equestrian Club
came in line with the company’s belief in the importance of taking part
in projects and initiatives that strengthen the valuable Arabian identity
and cherished Kuwaiti culture, reflecting the vital role of the private
sector in contributing to the preservation of the heritage, culture and
history of Kuwait. 

Zain took part in awarding the winners of the final speed race,
which is the concluding activity for the current season of the Hunting
and Equestrian Club’s program. The program featured a great number
of activities including horse jumping competitions, speed races, cul-
tural festivals, and more. The programs attracted many Arabian horse
owners from inside and outside of Kuwait, as well as a large number of
Arabian horse admirers from the public.  

Zain stressed its keenness in providing the needed support and
encouragement to all activities and initiatives that further pushes the
national economic and touristic development wheel. The company is

committed to continuing to support all kinds of national projects that
support the national economy and offer innovative ideas that con-
tribute to the further progress of Kuwait. The Hunting and Equestrian
Club is considered a distinguished national sporting venue that is
popular among the public and witnesses support from the country.
The club’s athletes achieve many titles in the many races and sporting
events they participate in all year round. 

LOS ANGELES: Terry Rozier and Al Horford scored 26
points each as the Boston Celtics routed the Milwaukee
Bucks 112-96 in game seven to book their spot in the
second round of the NBA playoffs. The Celtics’ victory
in Saturday’s deciding game was their fourth win at the
Boston Garden as the home teams won all seven games
in the Eastern Conference series. “We got it done that is
the most important thing,” said Rozier. “Before this
series everybody doubted us. But we believed in each
other and it worked out for us.”

The storied Celtics franchise is now 36-0 lifetime
when leading a playoff
series 2-0, and they will
try to make it 37 straight
when they face the
Philadelphia 76ers in the
next round. Game one is
today in Boston. “We got
to pay attention to details
and take away what they
want to do,” Rozier said
of the next round. Jayson
Tatum tallied 20 points
for the Celtics in the win.

The loss means the
elimination of Giannis Antetokounmpo from the playoffs.
Antetokounmpo, whose blend of size and athleticism has
earned him the nickname the “Greek Freak,” finished
with 22 points and nine rebounds. Khris Middleton
scored 32 and Eric Bledsoe chipped 23 in the loss.
Boston led 50-42 at the half despite going one-for-12
from beyond the arc. Horford had 14 points and seven
rebounds at halftime, while Bledsoe led the Milwaukee
attack with 12 points.

The Bucks narrowed the Boston lead to three points
early in the third, but Boston scored 11 of the last 15
points in the quarter to seize command. “Wasn’t able to
win on the road, but we pushed the series to game sev-
en,” Antetokounmpo said. “A lot of the guys in the locker
room have never been in game sevens. It’s a new experi-
ence. Now we know now what it takes to win a game
seven.”

WARRIORS CRUSH PELICANS 
In Oakland, Draymond Green posted his fourth

career playoff triple double as the Golden State
Warriors rolled over the New Orleans Pelicans 123-101
in the opening game of their second round series. Green

finished with 16 points, 15 rebounds, 11 assists, and
Kevin Durant tallied 26 points and 13 rebounds for the
defending champion Warriors who took command of
the contest in the second quarter. 

“We knew we had to come out and get the ball mov-
ing,” Green said. “Make sure everyone was a threat on
the floor and we did. We knew we could pick them
apart.” Anthony Davis paced the Pelicans’ attack with 21
points and 10 rebounds while Jrue Holiday had just 11
points on a disappointing four-of-14 shooting.

Golden State Warriors sharpshooter Stephen Curry
will sit out the second
round playoff opener
against New Orleans, but
is “very likely” to play
Game Two, coach Steve
Kerr revealed before tip-
off on Saturday. Curry
has not played since
March 23 due to his
sprained left knee but the
twice MVP has been
back on the practice
court and recently com-
pleted his first full 5-on-5

scrimmage.
“When you’ve been out five weeks and want to play

in the playoffs, I don’t think one scrimmage is enough
even though he feels great,” Kerr told reporters. “He
wants to play and he pleaded his case. He wasn’t happy
but he understood. So we’re going to sit him tonight and
he’s very likely to play in Game Two.” The defending
champion Warriors defeated San Antonio 4-1 in the
best-of-seven first round series without him but they
will be anxious to welcome him back for the Pelicans
series. Golden State, who are seeking their third NBA
title in four years, host Game Two tomorrow.

JAZZ LOSE INJURED RUBIO 
The Utah Jazz will be without injured point guard

Ricky Rubio when they open their NBA second-round
playoff series against the Houston Rockets on Sunday,
the team said Saturday. “Ricky Rubio (left hamstring
strain) is out tomorrow for Game 1 in Houston,” the team
confirmed in a brief statement as ESPN reported the
Jazz fear the Spaniard could be sidelined for 10 days. 

Rubio exited Friday’s series-clinching 96-91 victory
over the Oklahoma City Thunder in the first quarter, not

long after a behind-the-back pass to teammate Rudy
Gobert. Rubio missed several games late in the regular
season with soreness in his left hamstring. Rookie
Donovan Mitchell, who took over the bulk of point guard
duties after Rubio’s departure, tweeted his support. 

“We gon hold it down for you Rick!” Mitchell posted
on Twitter on Saturday. But Rubio’s absence is a big
blow for the Jazz as they prepare to tackle a Rockets
team whose 65-17 regular season led the league and
was a franchise best. The Rockets dispatched the
Minnesota Timberwolves 4-1 in the first round.

Meanwhile,  Carmelo Anthony isn’t interested in
sticking around in Oklahoma City as a bench player for
the Thunder. A day after the Thunder were eliminated
from the first round of the NBA playoffs, Anthony said
during his exit interview on Saturday that such a role
was out of the question. “I’m not sacrificing (with) no
bench role,” he said. “I think everybody knows I’ve sac-
rificed damn near everything, and was willing to sacri-
fice nearly everything for this situation to work out.”

The 33-year-old forward spent significant time on
the bench during the Thunder’s first-round loss to the
Utah Jazz. Anthony, who averaged 16.2 points, 5.8
rebounds and 1.3 assists for the season, can opt out of
the final year of his contract, which is worth $28 million,
and not return to the Thunder in 2018.

And he indicated he was mulling that option after a
sometimes frustrating campaign that followed his trade
from the New York Knicks on the eve of training camp.

Anthony waived his no-trade clause with the
Knicks to make the move happen, with the Thunder
hoping he would join established star Russel l
Westbrook and another OKC newcomer, Paul
George, to form a Big Three that would see them
challenge the Golden State Warriors and Houston
Rockets in the Western Conference.

But Anthony said that with the trio joining forces
so close to the start of the season “everything was
just thrown together” and his role wasn’t properly
defined. —Agencies
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BOSTON: Marcus Smart #36 of the Boston Celtics takes a shot against Malcolm Brogdon #13 of the
Milwaukee Bucks in Game Seven of Round One of the 2018 NBA Playoffs at TD Garden on Saturday in
Boston, Massachusetts. The Celtics defeat the Bucks 112-96. — AFP

Ko leads at
Lake Merced
in search of
LPGA win 
SAN FRANCISCO: Former world
number one Lydia Ko, seeking her
first win since 2016, takes a one-
stroke lead into the final round of the
LPGA Mediheal Championship after
firing a five-under par 67 on
Saturday. The New Zealand star, who
has slumped to 18th in the world
rankings during an LPGA title
drought stretching back to the
Marathon Classic in July of 2016,
topped the leader board on 11-under
205, one shot in front of American
Jessica Korda.

It’s the first time since her last vic-
tory that Ko has led after 54 holes of
an LPGA event, but the player who
turned 21 on Tuesday said she would-
n’t put pressure on herself chasing an
elusive win. “I’ve got to play as best I

can, stay focused and have a lot of
fun and if it happens that’s great,” Ko
said. “But I think the most important
thing for me is to stay positive. I
know there’s still a lot of golf to be
played.”

Overnight leader Korda, seeking
her second LPGA victory of the sea-
son, left her birdie attempt at the 18th
short, settling for a one-under 71 and
206. Australian Minjee Lee was alone
in third after a 68 for 208. Thailand’s
Moriya Jutanugarn, who claimed her
first LPGA title last week in Los
Angeles, signed for a 71 and headed a
group sharing fourth on 210 that also
included Colombia’s Mariajo Uribe
(68), American Ryann O’Toole (69)
and England’s Charley Hull (73).

For Ko, the friendly confines of
Lake Merced Golf Club could be just
the place to end her drought. Although
Ko had 11 top-10 finishes across the
2017 season but has looked a far cry
from the fresh-faced teenager who
tore the scene apart back in 2015. Five
victories, including her first Major at
the Evian Championship, took Ko to
the very pinnacle of women’s golf that
year as she became the game’s
youngest ever world number one aged
just 17. — AFP 

BEIJING: This handout photo taken and released yesterday by the
Asian Tour shows Alexander Bjork of Sweden posing with the win-
ner’s trophy of the China Open golf tournament in Beijing. — AFP

Pakistan Star
wins Queen
Elizabeth II Cup
HONG KONG: Pakistan Star clinched
the Queen Elizabeth II Cup for jockey
William Buick in Hong Kong yesterday,
the highlight of three Group One spring
races with a total purse of HK$58 million
($7.4 million). Known for being unpre-
dictable, the five-year-old stormed to
victory by a large margin in the final
strides and finished the 2,000-metre
course in just over two minutes. 

“He’s quite a famous horse for his
antics so I was aware of him and I was
aware of what he can do,” Buick said
after the race, adding Pakistan Star “felt
beautiful today”. “When I found out that
I was riding him, I took on board all of
the information I knew about the horse
and also thought it was quite important
to ride him with a fresh mind and just be

very positive about the horse,” the win-
ning jockey said.

The prize money for the Audemars
Piguet QEII Cup had been boosted up
from last year’s HK$20 million to HK$24
million. Italian jockey Alberto Sanna fin-
ished second on Gold Mount, while
Australian Hong Kong-based jockey
Brett Prebble rode Eagle Way to finish
third. Australian jockey Zac Purton was
another star of the day, riding four-year-
old gelding Ivictory to triumph in the
1,200-metre Chairman’s Sprint race.

“I was fortunate enough to get on
him and at the right time,” he said of
Ivictory. Purton claimed his first Hong
Kong Cup last year in the city’s
Longines International Races, one of the
world’s richest race meetings. Already
on a winning streak, Purton snapped up
the 1,600-metre Champions Mile with
Beauty Generation, surging from a rel-
atively slow start to seal its victory.
“He’s just so honest, he goes out and
runs the same race every time. When he
gets the circumstances to suit him, you
get to see how good he is,” Purton said
of the horse. — AFP 


