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in the rescues. Duterte yesterday described the treat-
ment of workers in Kuwait as a “calamity”. He said he
would bring home Filipina maids who suffered abuse as he
appealed to workers who wanted to stay in the state. “I
would like to address to their patriotism: come home. No
matter how poor we are, we will survive. The economy is
doing good and we are short of our workers,” he said.

About 10 million Filipinos work abroad, seeking high-
paying jobs they are unable to find at home, and their
remittances are a major pillar of the Philippine economy.
The Philippine government has for decades hailed over-
seas workers as modern heroes but advocacy groups have
highlighted the social cost of migration, tearing families
apart and making Filipinos vulnerable to abuse. 

Duterte lashed out at Kuwait in February, alleging
employers routinely rape Filipina workers, force them to
work 21 hours a day and feed them scraps. However after
the latest row, Duterte used a conciliatory tone as he
addressed the “diplomatic ruckus” on Saturday.
“Apparently it seems as if they have anger against
Filipinos... I do not want to send (workers) because appar-
ently you do not like Filipinos,” he said in a speech before
Filipinos in Singapore. “Just do not hurt them. I plead that
they’d be given a treatment deserving of a human being,”
he said in the same event.

Duterte said workers returning from Kuwait could find
employment as English teachers in China, citing improved
ties with Beijing. Describing China as a “true friend”, he
said he would use Chinese aid to fund the workers’ repa-
triation. Duterte added he was not after “vengeance”. “I’d
address myself to the Kuwait government and the people:
Thank you for helping my countrymen all these years. It is
a debt of gratitude that after all you were able to help. So I
have no anger, no hatred,” he said. — Agencies 
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Trump is due to decide on May 12 whether to re-impose
sanctions on Tehran, putting in peril a landmark 2015 nuclear
accord. Britain, France and Germany all remain committed to
the deal, saying it is the best way to keep Tehran from get-
ting the bomb. But Trump and America’s Middle East allies
argue the deal, approved by Trump’s predecessor Barack
Obama, was too weak and needs to be replaced with a more
permanent arrangement and supplemented by controls on
Iran’s missile program.

Jubeir said Riyadh supports “efforts aimed at improving
the nuclear deal” and called for further sanctions against Iran
for its “violations of international decisions on ballistic mis-
siles, its support for terrorism and its interference in the
affairs of countries in the region”. Pompeo said the nuclear
deal “in its current form” does not do enough to make sure
Iran never possesses atomic weapons.

President Emmanuel Macron of France and Chancellor
Angela Merkel of Germany left Washington this week after
talks with Trump which failed to secure any promise to keep
the deal alive. In Washington, National Security Advisor John
Bolton also said Trump was still considering his options. “He
has made no decision on the nuclear deal, whether to stay in

or get out,” Bolton told Fox News yesterday.
Absent from Pompeo’s agenda were any meetings with

the Palestinian leadership, which is boycotting the White
House over its decision to move its embassy in Israel from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, expected to occur on May 14. Pompeo
said in Tel Aviv that “we are incredibly proud” of the deci-
sion. Senior Palestinian official Ahmed Majdalani told AFP
the policy of boycotting Trump’s administration would con-
tinue. Pompeo made mention after meeting Netanyahu of the
White House wanting a “lasting and comprehensive peace”
between Israel and the Palestinians, but other issues took
center stage.

Speaking to reporters on the flight to Tel Aviv, Pompeo
said he discussed calls from Trump for Saudi Arabia and
other Middle East allies to contribute more to regional
stability, including in Syria where the United States has
more than 2,000 troops. “We had good conversations
about that, it’s a complicated problem in Syria,” he said,
adding that he was “confident” of Saudi help but that it
was too soon to discuss details.

He also said he was “hopeful” of an end to the Gulf crisis
that has seen Saudi Arabia and regional allies impose a
diplomatic and trade embargo on fellow US ally Qatar.
“They’re going to figure this out... We’ve got a common
challenge in Iran and I think they all recognize that.” The
United States, which has military bases in both Qatar and
some of the countries lined up against it, is trying to mediate
the Qatar feud. Trump publicly sided with the Saudis and
Emiratis early in the crisis, but is now pushing for a resolu-
tion to maintain a united front against Iran. — Agencies 
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ensuring Qatar has a labor system that reflects
global best practice”. “The government of Qatar now
has another partner to promote and protect the rights
of our guest workers,” he said. A deal to establish an
ILO office in Qatar was struck last October after Doha
agreed to a package of labor reforms which also
included introducing a minimum wage and a grievance

procedure for workers. Doha and the ILO have signed
a three-year program of technical cooperation on
labor issues.

Human rights group Amnesty International said in a
statement yesterday that Qatar should introduce “a
timetable for meaningful” reform. Qatar should
“urgently publish a robust and effective plan of action
to remove the excessive restrictions that enable
employers to trap migrant workers in exploitative situ-
ations”, it said. Qatar’s pledge to reform labor laws
comes as it faces regional political pressure after a
group of Saudi-led countries abruptly froze ties with
Doha last June, accusing it of supporting terrorism and
fostering ties with regional rival Iran, charges denied
by Doha. —AFP 
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years, having lifted a decades-long ban on cinemas
last year. In February, Saudi Arabia’s General
Entertainment Authority said it would stage more than
5,000 festivals and concerts in 2018, double last year’s
figure, and pump $64 billion into the sector in the com-

ing decade. Saudis currently splurge billions of dollars
annually to see films and visit amusement parks in
neighboring tourist hubs like Dubai and Bahrain. The
kingdom has also sought to court investors with three
hi-tech “giga projects”, funded in part by its sovereign
wealth fund. 

Aside from Qiddiya, the kingdom has unveiled blue-
prints for NEOM - billed as a regional Silicon Valley to
be built from scratch - and a reef-fringed resort desti-
nation on the Red Sea. Skeptics have questioned the
viability of the projects, worth hundreds of billions of
dollars, in an era of cheap oil. — AFP 
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The event would not have been possible before the
meteoric rise of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
who has curtailed the power of the religious establish-
ment and sought to cater to his generation’s desires.
“We want to live normally,” the young prince told
investors in Riyadh in Oct 2017. 

The unapologetically staged event featured another
cathartic moment, when the Iranian-American Daivari
brothers entered the ring, waving an Iranian flag. Saudi
Arabia and Iran are arch-foes in the region, respective
Sunni and Shiite powerhouses competing for influence
from Iraq to Yemen. But on Friday, the rivalry played
out in a scripted crowd-pleasing segment. Just as four
young Saudis - selected as WWE prospects at a recent

tryout in Jeddah - entered the ring, the Iranian-
American brothers showed up as spoilers. 

“Uh-oh,” the announcer said, as a greased-up Ariya
Daivari pushed one of the Saudis against the ropes. “I
don’t see you doin’ nothing,” Daivari challenged. The
Saudi paused, feigning shock, then pushed back -
sending his opponent crashing to the floor and staring
up in amazement. “Oh and a big kick! Faisal took out
Daivari’s older brother,” the announcer shouted. The
crowd broke out in cheers for the four young Saudis as
the Iranian spoilers slunk away, clutching their backs
and grimacing. 

While the smack-down may have seemed like an
immature take on the regional rivalry, it was in keeping
with exaggerated WWE tradition. The spectacle
earned the approval of The Iron Sheikh, another
Iranian-American who earned his nom de guerre play-
ing a generic Middle Eastern villain for decades in the
ring. Following the Greatest Royal Rumble, he tweeted:
“HOW COME EVWEYONE LOOK LIKE WANNABE
IRON SHEIK?” — AFP 
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KUTUPALONG, Bangladesh: Hundreds of Rohingya
staged a demonstration yesterday as UN Security
Council envoys visited refugee camps in Bangladesh
where about 700,000 people who have fled Myanmar in
the past year have sought sanctuary. Some of the Muslim
refugees broke down in tears as they told the ambassa-
dors harrowing stories of murder and rape in Myanmar.
The demonstrators waved placards demanding justice for
atrocities against the refugees until they were dispersed
by police.

Senior diplomats from the 15-member Security
Council - including permanent members the United
States, Russia, China, Britain and France - arrived in
Bangladesh on Saturday for a four-day visit to the camps.
They will go on to Myanmar where they are to meet civil-
ian leader Aung San Suu Kyi. Myanmar has faced intense
international pressure over the military clampdown
against the Rohingya launched last August that the

United Nations has called “ethnic cleansing”.
The Security Council has called for the safe return of

the Rohingya and an end to the discrimination against
them. However, deputy Russian ambassador Dmitry
Polyanskiy, whose country has supported Myanmar,
warned that the council did not have a “magic stick” to
resolve what is now one of the world’s worst refugee
crises. “We are not looking away from this crisis, we are
not closing our eyes,” the Russian diplomat told
reporters. Britain’s UN ambassador Karen Pierce said the
Rohingya “must be allowed to go home in conditions of
safety”. “It may take some time but we’d like to hear from
the government of Myanmar how they wish to work with
the international community,” she said.

Safety needed 
The UN envoys first visited Konarpara camp, a no

man’s land between Bangladesh and Myanmar where

some 6,000 Rohingya have been trapped on bleak
scrubland since the bloodshed began last year. The
camp’s Rohingya leader Dil Mohammad said council
envoys spoke with some women victims of the violence in
Myanmar’s Rakhine state, as well as community elders.
“We told them that we’re staying here to save our lives.
We’re very much eager to go back to our land, provided
our security is ensured by the UN,” Mohammad told AFP.

Later, the diplomats went to the giant Kutupalong
camp where hundreds of Rohingya staged the protest
that was dispersed by police before the envoys arrived. A
second was later held in the camp. “We want restoration
of our citizenship under Rohingya ethnicity. We want
security and return of our confiscated land and proper-
ties,” said Rohingya leader Mohibullah. The council mem-
bers were “shocked” by the accounts of rapes, murders
and torture endured by the Rohingya in Rakhine, accord-
ing to Mohibullah.  

Myanmar has said the military operation in Rakhine
was to root out extremists and has rejected nearly all
allegations that its security forces committed atrocities.
The Security Council delegation is to meet with
Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today before
leaving for Myanmar. They are to go on a helicopter flight
over Rakhine to see the remains of villages torched dur-
ing the violence.  Kuwait’s Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi
said the visit was not about “naming and shaming”
Myanmar, but that “the message will be very clear for
them: The international community is following the situa-
tion and has great interest in resolving it.” On Friday,
Human Rights Watch called for the Rohingya crisis to be
referred to the International Criminal Court. “The lack of a
UN Security Council resolution has left the Myanmar gov-
ernment convinced that it has literally gotten away with
mass murder,” HRW executive director Kenneth Roth told
reporters in Yangon. — AFP 
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