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This week must have been a rollercoaster
of feelings for both Filipinos in Kuwait
and the Kuwaitis that have Philippines

closely in their lives. Kuwaitis have always had
very close ties to the Philippines, while there
are around 260,000 Filipinos in Kuwait
presently. Some families have Filipino nannies
that raise their kids, and many Kuwaiti small
business owners have Filipinos managing their
restaurants. They are teachers, doctors, engi-
neers, cleaners, hairdressers and so on - I
could go on about the job descriptions of the
many Filipinos I meet on a daily basis. Our lives
are intertwined within society and we influence
each other greatly. 

I have faith in both the Kuwaiti and the
Philippine government that they will both do
what is best for their peoples and their
economies. I therefore do not have any political
opinions, but would like to make things clear
from a legal aspect to both parties:

1. Regardless if your employee has decided
to go home or for any reason is requesting to
go home, please make sure you still pay them
all their rights, such as end of service benefits.

2. Please understand that all employees have
the right to leave their workspace at any time -
salaries may be deducted but you cannot force
them to stay somewhere, whether it is an office
or a house. The Kuwaiti government does not
support modern-day slavery.

3. Please refrain from keeping passports of
employees - it is against the law.

4. Although not stated by the law, please
always be kind, as hard as it may be at times.

A big thank you to all the expats in Kuwait
that are working hard and providing us with
services that are much needed, and a big thank
you to all the Kuwaitis that have provided jobs
and opened up their homes and businesses,
trusting the expat community. It is very sad-
dening to see negative remarks going both
ways, when we have always had a loving and
supportive environment in Kuwait (even though
there have been negative and violent situa-
tions)! Please be kind and supportive.

Be kind and
supportive

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

Plans to terminate 3,108 expats
in public sector by March 2019

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The replacement committee at the National
Assembly confirmed that the government is implement-
ing the ‘Kuwaitization’ plan during the coming years,
with plans to complete it by 2022. Informed sources
said a list of expat employees whose jobs will be termi-
nated during the coming fiscal year, which started in
April and runs through March 2019, is 3,108 expats in
48 state departments, start-
ing from July.

As for the population
structure, the source said
the Civil  Service
Commission sent to the
National Assembly the num-
ber of cit izens who were
nominated for employment
since 2014, which is 75,476,
while 16,468 expats were
appointed in the health and
education ministries where
no applications by Kuwaitis are available. It said that
with the employment of 8,156 citizens in 20 days since
the start of April, the country witnessed the largest
employment in its history.

The number of citizens working in state departments
related to civil service is 256,048 compared to 78,439
expats, 31,362 of whom work in education, 34,789 in
health and 2,931 in the Awqaf ministries. The committee
rejected in its first report a proposal to commit state
departments to submit a report every six months to the
National Assembly that includes the number and
description of jobs where Kuwaitis were appointed by
replacement. Committee rapporteur MP Safa Al-
Hashem said the committee proposed finding solutions
to eradicate the unemployment problem that is getting
worse year after year.

Oil sector
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) and its sub-

sidiaries spent KD 18.3 million during the 2017/2018
financial year for medical treatment of expatriate
employees and their families at Ahmadi Hospital.
Treatment of expats during the past five years in the oil
sector cost KD 95 million. The number of expat
patients in Ahmadi Hospital has dropped in the past few

years as a large number of
workers were transferred to
contractors as part of the
Kuwaitization process. The
number of patients in
Ahmadi Hospital dropped
from 110,600 in 2013/2014
to 79,700 in 2017/2018.

The latest statistics
approved by KPC show that
there are 3,000 expat
employees in the oil sector in
various specialties. Despite

the drop in patient numbers at Ahmadi Hospital during
the past five years, the individual cost rose to reach KD
229.5 during the latest fiscal year compared to KD
162.7 during 2013/2014.

Bogus certificates
Education Minister Hamid Al-Azmi said the commit-

tee investigating bogus certificates of Kuwait
University hasn’t completed its job yet, adding that the
ministry will send the results to MPs as soon as they
are ready. Azmi said the examination mechanism of the
certificates goes through the appointment committee at
the scientific department, then after checking, it goes to
the appointments committee at the college, then to the
university appointments committee and deputy univer-
sity rector for scientific affairs, then it is referred to

Kuwait University rector for approval.
As for the Public Authority for Applied Education

and Training (PAAET), Azmi said a ministerial decision
was issued to form an investigation committee in the
bogus certificates issue, and a report was sent to the
public prosecution in this regard. He said none of the
authority’s leaders have been accused yet and the
matter is in the hands of the public prosecution. On

procedures of appointing expats, he said professors
and teachers are appointed according to decision
480/2001 with regards to amending the rules and
regulations of education and training facilities at
PAAET, so contracting with expats professors and
teachers will not be considered final until after their
degrees are authenticated within three months from
the decision’s issue.

‘Kuwaitization’ plan to be completed by 2022

8,156 citizens
employed 
in 20 days

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The General Traffic Department painted
speed limit signs on the left emergency lane on
Fahaheel road as part of efforts to help motorists abide

by traffic laws. Signs baring the ‘45’ number, which is
the speed limit for driving on the emergency lane, will
also be painted on roads where driving on the left
emergency lane is allowed - such as Maghreb, Riyadh
and Fifth Ring Roads, the Interior Ministry’s relations
and security information department said in a statement
yesterday. 

If a vehicle is caught in the left lane on the designat-
ed roads during the allowed times over-speeding by 30
km or more over the set limit, a citation will be issued,
and if found outside the allowed hours, it will be ticket-
ed too, the department said.

The roads where driving on the left lane is allowed
are as follows:

• After Sixth Ring Road in the direction of the city.
• King Abdulaziz Road from Sixth Ring Road until

Third Ring Road on both directions.
• King Fahd Road from Sixth Ring Road to First

Ring Road in both directions.
• Fifth Ring Road from King Abdulaziz Road until

Andalus in both directions.
• King Faisal Road from Sixth Ring Road until

Fourth Ring Road in both directions.
• Ghazali Road from Sixth Ring Road until Fourth

Ring Road in both directions.
• Sixth Ring Road from the intersection with King

Abdulaziz until Farwaniya Hospital/Ardhiya in both
directions. 

Speed limit
painted on left
emergency lanes

KUWAIT: The director of Farwaniya governorate’s
mosque department complained to police about
repeated thefts of audio systems from mosques. He
said six mosques in Khaitan, Farwaniya and Riggae
had their audio systems stolen, adding that the
thefts take place during the period between open-
ing the mosque’s door and before the azan is made.
The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs issued an
administrative circular that the muezzin should open
the mosque’s door 15 minutes before azan, and
close it 45 minutes after the azan. The mosque will
remain open between Maghrib and Isha prayers,
while the circular is effective in Jleeb, Khaitan,
Riggae and Farwaniya mosques.

Grace period
A security source said the number of expatriates

who took advantage of the grace period for resi-
dency violators to leave without having to pay fines
or correcting their status after paying fines (KD
600 to KD 1,000) is 57,123 expats. The source
added that 20,946 expats corrected their status,
while 36,177 expats left the country with the possi-
bility of returning back. The source said the number
of violating expats is 155,000.

Drug trafficking charges
Four expatriates were sent to drugs prosecution

and charged with trading in drugs, and 2.5 kg of
opium was sent along with them. The arrests were
on the orders of Interior Ministry Assistant
Undersecretary for Criminal Security Maj Gen
Khalid Al-Dayeen. Director General of the Drug

Control General Directorate (DCGD) Brig Bader
Al-Ghadouri received tips about an Iranian selling
opium. The suspect was persuaded to sell drugs to
an undercover agent and was arrested during the
exchange. He told authorities about three of his
compatriots, who all sold drugs. All were arrested
and said the drugs were brought by sea.

Drug possession
Ahmadi police arrested two men and a woman

under the influence of drugs in a car in Mahboula.
The three - a male and female citizen and a bedoon
man - also had drugs on them. The suspects - all
ex-convicts - denied any connection with the illicit
substances. They were sent to the Drugs Control
General Department. 

Reckless driver arrested
Ahmadi police foiled a reckless driver’s attempt

to escape, and he was arrested following a chase.
His car was impounded. The suspect was showing
off in Fintas and was reported by passersby.

Missing girls found
Police arrested two Saudi sisters in Sharq late at

night after finding they were reported missing by
their families at Andalus police station. The girls
had attempted to evade police. 

Mugging suspect detained
Ahmadi detectives solved three cases filed

against an unidentified person - for mugging, pos-
ing as a detective as well as stealing a vehicle,
which was used in the muggings. The vehicle was
found with the suspect, and victims identified the
suspect in a line-up. A security source said Abu
Halifa detectives learned about a bedoon involved
in muggings and posing as a detective. The bedoon
was arrested and confessed to committing two
crimes against expats. He said the vehicle he stole
was left running. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

KUWAIT: The use of arbitration in administrative
judiciary is a concrete step towards ensuring justice,
Kuwait’s Minister of Justice Dr Fahad Al-Afasi said
yesterday. Afasi, who doubles as Minister of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs, made the remarks in a two-day
Arab forum over administrative judiciary, which
revolves around the application of judicial methods
in the settlement of disputes.  He highlighted the sig-
nificance of such events that provide opportunities
for judges to discuss crucial matters in the legal
realm, pointing out that litigation remains the most
established method in resolving disputes.

The Kuwaiti minister spoke of how arbitration
represents a viable and reliable alternative to get to
the bottom of quarrels, given the simplicity and
effectiveness of the procedure.  Meanwhile, the
president of the Arab Union of Administrative
Judiciary Ahmad Abulazam placed emphasis on arbi-
tration as well, saying that the procedure has been in
use for as long as the human race existed. He
expressed hope that the forum would prove instru-
mental in promoting a developed legal system across
the wider Arab region. — KUNA
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