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BERLIN: Youngster Niklas Dorsch scored on debut as a
second-string Bayern Munich side cruised to a 4-1 victory
over future coach Niko Kovac and Eintracht Frankfurt in
the Bundesliga yesterday, while Cologne were relegated in
dramatic fashion after a 3-2 defeat by Freiburg.  With all
eyes on Tuesday’s Champions League clash with Real
Madrid and with the Bundesliga title wrapped up, Bayern
rested several key players, giving first-team debuts to the
20-year-old Dorsch, as well as teenagers Meritan Shabani
and Franck Evina.

Dorsch gave Bayern the lead from close range just
before half-time, and
Sandro Wagner doubled
the advantage in the sec-
ond half.  Sebastien Haller
grabbed a goal back for
Frankfurt, before Rafinha
and Niklas Suele wrapped
up victory for the hosts.

Bayern will face
Frankfurt and Kovac again
in next month’s German
Cup final in Berlin. “We
played very efficiently,
which is something we
didn’t manage to do against Real Madrid last Wednesday,”
said Bayern coach Jupp Heynckes.  Nils Petersen scored a
goal in each half to give Freiburg a comfortable lead,
before a dramatic late comeback from Cologne.  Leonardo
Bittencourt netted two goals in five minutes to give the
visitors hope, but a late strike from Lucas Hoeler sealed
Cologne’s relegation.  “Hoeler’s goal was the cherry on the
cake of a completely awful season,” said Cologne goal-
keeper Timo Horn. “We feel totally empty.” Fellow strug-
glers Hamburg, meanwhile, fuelled hopes of a miraculous

escape with a 3-1 win in Wolfsburg. Bobby Wood fired
Hamburg ahead from the penalty spot on 43 minutes, end-
ing his 247-day goal drought. Lewis Holtby doubled the
lead moments later, nodding Tatsuya Ito’s cross into the
far corner. Josip Brekalo pulled a goal back for Wolfsburg
12 minutes from time, but Luca Waldschmidt secured vic-
tory in stoppage time for Hamburg. 

Hamburg’s third win in four games puts them just two
points adrift of safety as they bid to avoid a first relega-
tion in their history.  “It’s great that the boys are playing
so bravely,” said Hamburg coach Christian Titz. “We still

need another win in
Frankfurt next week,
which won’t be easy.”

Elsewhere, Schalke
drew 1-1 with Borussia
Moenchengladbach, while
Hertha Berlin rescued a
point against Augsburg.
Schalke’s Nabil Bentaleb
was sent off early in the
game, after appearing to
slap Gladbach captain
Lars Stindl. Stindl then set
up Raffael as Gladbach

took the lead on 32 minutes but, in a cruel blow to his
World Cup hopes, was carried off the field with an ankle
injury before half-time.

Daniel Caligiuri levelled the scores with a penalty late
in the first half.  In Berlin, Michael Gregoritsch’s deflected
shot looped into the top corner to put Augsburg ahead on
32 minutes, and Sergio Cordova doubled the lead with a
well-placed shot on the hour mark. A Vedad Ibisevic
penalty and a late strike from Davie Selke, however, res-
cued a point for Hertha. — AFP
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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
West Ham United v Manchester City 16:15
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Manchester United v Arsenal 18:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE
Getafe v Girona 13:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Deportivo Alaves v Atletico de Madrid 17:15
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Valencia v SD Eibar 19:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Deportivo La Coruna v Barcelona 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Crotone v US Sassuolo Calcio 13:30
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Atalanta v Genoa CFC 16:00
beIN SPORTS
Bologna v AC Milan 16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Hellas Verona v spal 16:00
beIN SPORTS 
UC Sampdoria v Cagliari Calcio 16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 12 EN
Benevento v Udinese Calcio 16:00
beIN SPORTS 
Fiorentina v SSC Napoli 19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Torino v Lazio 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 4

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
FSV Mainz 05 v RB Leipzig 16:30
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Werder Bremen v Borussia Dortmund 19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 5

FRENCH LEAGUE
Stade Rennais v Toulouse 16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
SCO Angers v Olympique Marseille 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Paris Saint-Germain v EA Guingamp 22:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6

All eyes on Tuesday’s Champions League clash with Real Madrid 

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s German defender Mats Hummels (L) and Bayern Munich’s
German midfielder Sebastian Rudy (R) vie for the ball with Frankfurt’s Serbian forward
Luka Jovic (2nd L) and Frankfurt’s Mexican midfielder Marco Fabian (2nd R) during the
German first division Bundesliga football match FC Bayern Munich vs Eintracht Frankfurt
in Munich, southern Germany yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: Everton’s Irish defender Seamus Coleman (R) clears the ball during the English
Premier League football match between Huddersfield Town and Everton at the John
Smith’s stadium in Huddersfield, northern England yesterday. — AFP

Everton celebrates 
2-0 victory at 
Huddersfield Town 
HUDDERSFIELD TOWN: Huddersfield Town were left
sweating over avoiding relegation after goals from
Cenk Tosun and Idrissa Gueye condemned them to a 2-
0 home defeat by mid-table Everton in a scrappy
Premier League clash yesterday. 

The result left Huddersfield 16th on 35 points from
as many games, two more than Swansea City - who are
hosting Chelsea later on Saturday - and three ahead of
18th-placed Southampton who rekindled their survival
hopes with a 2-1 home win over Bournemouth.

The home team’s boss David Wagner conceded his
outfit were beaten by a better team and was optimistic
about securing top flight football next season. 

“The support from the stands was great, we gave
everything but we were beaten by quality in the end,”

Wagner told BBC. “We missed opportunities and they
scored with their first effort on goal and then in the sec-
ond half we were not at the same level. “We have to deal
with it and we will deal with it. The players need a lift and
we will give them that. We had good momentum. We will
fight until the final end.” Huddersfield dictated the pace
in the opening half of a scrappy affair but Everton always
looked more likely to break the deadlock. Tosun fired
them ahead in the 39th minute with a fine finish from 18
metres after good work by Theo Walcott.

The visitors missed two good chances to double
their advantage in the second half before Gueye
silenced the noisy home crowd with a superb shot from
20 metres which gave the home keeper Jonas Loessl no
chance. Everton manager Sam Allardyce, who came
under fire from the visiting fans, praised his team.

“It was an excellent performance,” he said.
“Huddersfield at home have been strong and they were
looking to make themselves safe by beating us but we
were too good for them. “It’s a good win and that’s 11
points in six games. We are riding high and are finishing
the season strongly... we shouldn’t keep talking about
critics.” — Reuters

Struggling Hamburg 
beat Wolfsburg in 
relegation derby
BERLIN: Former European champions Hamburg SV
edged past hosts VfL Wolfsburg 3-1 in their relegation
derby yesterday to continue their desperate comeback
to stay in the Bundesliga with two matches remaining.

A 43rd minute penalty by Bobby Wood put the visi-
tors in front and Lewis Holtby doubled their lead with a
glancing header on the stroke of halftime.

Josip Brekalo slipped his 78th minute free kick past
Hamburg keeper Julian Pollersbeck to give Wolfsburg
some hope.

But Hamburg, the only team to have played in the
Bundesliga every season since the top division’s cre-
ation in 1963, scored in stoppage time with Luca
Waldschmidt to seal their third win in the last four
matches.  The northern club are still 17th but have
clawed their way back to within two points of the rele-

gation playoff spot and 16th-placed Mainz 05 who
have 30 points and are in action against RB Leipzig
today. Wolfsburg are also on 30 points, in 15th on goal
difference. Schalke 04 failed to seal their Champions
League spot for next season after drawing 1-1 against
Borussia Moenchengladbach. They also had Nabil
Bentaleb sent off for striking Gladbach’s Lars Stindl,
who had to be taken off injured after twisting his foot a
little later. Schalke are second on 57 points, with
Borussia Dortmund, who travel to Werder Bremen on
Sunday, in third on 54.

Bayer Leverkusen, who host VfB Stuttgart later, are
fifth on 51, with the top four teams qualifying for the
Champions League. A second-string Bayern Munich
that included four reserve players in the starting lineup,
eased past Eintracht Frankfurt 4-1 as coach Jupp
Heynckes rested his players ahead of Tuesday’s
Champions League semi-final second leg at Real
Madrid. Bundesliga debutant Niklas Dorsch scored the
opener and Sandro Wagner, Rahinha and Niklas Suele
were also on target as next season’s Bayern coach Niko
Kovac watched quietly from the Eintracht bench. Bottom
club Cologne were relegated despite coming back from
two goals down to lose 3-2 at Freiburg. — Reuters

Mitrovic stars as 
Fulham maintain 
bid for Premier 
League promotion
LONDON: Aleksandar Mitrovic crowned Fulham’s
come-from behind win with the decisive goal in a 2-1
victory at home to Sunderland on Friday that saw the
Cottagers stay in the hunt for automatic promotion to
the Premier League.

Victory meant London side Fulham leapfrogged
Cardiff into second place, although the Welsh club will
regain that position if they win away to Hull then the
top two teams at the end of the regular season in the
Championship are guaranteed promotion to English
football’s lucrative top flight, with champions Wolves
having already secured one of those coveted spots.
The four teams finishing in third to sixth places will bat-
tle it out for the one remaining promotion place via a
series of play-off games.  Sunderland, already relegat-
ed, upset the form book by going ahead in the 28th
minute through Joel Asoro. But Fulham-whose US-
based owner Shahid Khan’s bid to buy Wembley was
revealed this week-were level when Lucas Piazon
equalised just before the break. Mitrovic secured victo-
ry with a 76th-minute header, his 12th goal since arriv-
ing on loan from Newcastle in January.

“Of course I was confident, but if the team play
good, I play good as well,” Mitrovic told Sky Sports.
“We didn’t play the best as we have for most of the
season, but in the end we got three points.

“It was a really hard and tough game but we have to
be happy with this win tonight. “We have one game left
and we have to make that final push and see what is
going to happen. We came a really long way. If some-
one asked us before Christmas to take second place in
the last game, and be in this position, the gaffer (man-
ager) would 100 percent have taken it.” Slavisa
Jokanovic, the Fulham manager, added: “Today it was
complicated for us and I am happy to take the pressure
off our back. It’s part of the competition.

“Aleksandar’s contribution is crucial. He’s scored
many winning goals and today it was an important goal
for us. “(Cardiff playing Hull) is not under my control, I
expect taking this pressure off our back will make us
better in the next game.”

Defeat meant northeast club Sunderland become the
first side since Wolves in 1983/84 and 1984/85 to finish
bottom of the top two tiers of English football in suc-
cessive seasons, and just the third club to have done so,
after Fulham in 1967/68 and 1968/69. — AFP

Wenger set for Old
Trafford farewell
MANCHESTER: Arsene Wenger is unsure of the welcome
he will receive on his final visit to Old Trafford as Arsenal
boss today after many “great battles” against Manchester
United during his two decades in charge.

The 68-year-old Frenchman, leaving the club at the end
of the season, will bring a side that is a pale shadow of the
team that challenged United’s Premier League dominance
during his first decade in charge. Wenger’s clashes with
former United boss Alex Ferguson are the stuff of legend
and his relationship with current Manchester United man-
ager Jose Mourinho has been laced with bitterness. But
both men have reached out to him with warm words since
he announced he was stepping down.

Mourinho said he regrets some of the “little negative
episodes” between himself and Wenger over the years,
calling on United fans to give him a fitting send-off. When
asked whether he could be friends with Mourinho, Wenger
spoke instead of “respect” for the current United boss.
Arsenal, in sixth spot in the league, look certain to miss out

on the top four for the second year in a row. But Wenger
will still believe he can leave the club with a trophy and a
Champions League spot despite conceding a late goal in a
1-1 home draw with Atletico Madrid in the Europa League
on Thursday.

The Frenchman is unsure how he will be greeted at Old
Trafford, where he is unlikely to play a first-choice side
with the second leg of the Europa League tie looming next
week. “I don’t know what reaction I will get but look we
had some great battles in 22 years and for me what will be
at stake is to recover from that result (against Atletico) and
before we go to Atletico have a good game,” Wenger said.

The Frenchman, who says he is not ready to retire from
football, is likely to face a side including former Gunners
star Alexis Sanchez, who left to join United in the January
transfer window. The Chilean’s presence in the opposing
team will be a painful reminder to Arsenal fans of Wenger’s
inability in recent years to convince many of his best play-
ers to buy into his project and stay. Wenger said he was so
committed to Arsenal that he even declined an approach
by then United chairman Martin Edwards when Ferguson
was mulling retiring in 2001. “Arsenal is the love of my life.
I turned many, many, many clubs down to face the chal-
lenge when we built the stadium,” said Wenger, referring
to the Emirates. — AFP


