
CANBERRA: Defending champions Canterbury Crusaders
went top of Super Rugby as the Queensland Reds upset
the Golden Lions and the Jaguares beat the Blues for their
first-ever win over a New Zealand side yesterday.

The Crusaders were reduced to 13 men during the sec-
ond half but were too organised and clinical for the ACT
Brumbies, winning 21-8 in Canberra to stretch Australia’s
losing sequence against New Zealand teams to 36 matches.
Elsewhere, the Reds, coming off four losses, set up their
shock 27-22 win over South Africa’s leading team with a
rousing four-try first half to lead 24-0 at half-time and bat-
tled hard to hold on in the second half.  The Jaguares, full of
confidence after beating the Brumbies and Melbourne
Rebels in the past two weeks, came from behind in
Auckland to beat the Blues 20-
13. The eight-time Super
Rugby champions Crusaders
fell behind to a try by Henry
Speight after 90 seconds but
powered away to lead the
Brumbies 21-8 at half-time. The
Brumbies had more territory
and possession in a scoreless
second half but despite the
Crusaders losing Scott Barrett
and Ryan Crotty to the sin bin,
they could not close the gap.

The win pushed the Crusaders to the top of the stand-
ings after the Lions upset and it was their 10th straight win
outside New Zealand.  “There were guys in the sin bin,
that’s never nice, and full credit to the boys who stayed out
there, they remained pretty calm and we worked through
those issues of having two guys on the sidelines,”
Crusaders skipper Sam Whitelock said.

The Reds, coached by former All Black lock Brad Thorn,

jumped to third in the Australian conference with four wins
from nine games, while the Lions, with six wins from 10,
remain top in South Africa.

“Last week you could tell quite early we weren’t quite
there, but this afternoon that first try in the first five min-
utes was indicative of how we wanted to play, be aggres-
sive in the contact area,” Reds veteran flanker George
Smith said.  “We came out well for that first 10 minutes of
the second half and we were holding on in the last 30.”

Jean-Pierre Smith, Caleb Timu, Brandon Paenga-Amosa
and Smith all scored for the Reds in the first half. The
spluttering Lions finally scored through their outstanding
hooker Malcolm Marx to trail 27-5 after 55 minutes. 

Marx powered over once more and replacement
Marnus Schoeman added two
further tries before the Lions
revival ran out of time and
they had to settle for a losing
bonus point. The Jaguares and
Blues battled away in persist-
ent rain in Auckland which
detracted from a spectacle but
was not helped by 24 penal-
ties, 15 of them by the Blues.

The Argentinians stepped
up the pressure as they
demolished the Blues pack in

the second half and were rewarded with tries to Emiliano
Boffelli and Tomas Lezana with a conversion and penalty
by Nicolas Sanchez.  The win moved the Jaguares into the
top eight to the delight of captain Joaquin Tuculet.

“We are very happy,” he said. “In the second half we
played very well and we won the game. The forwards, their
work was amazing and the scrum and lineout, so our win is
for them.” —AFP
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STUTTGART: CoCo Vandeweghe knocked
world number one Simona Halep out of the
Stuttgart Grand Prix on Friday with a com-
manding 6-4, 6-1 win but admitted she wasn’t
even aware of the score for large parts of the
match.

The Californian’s 74-minute demolition of
the Romanian top seed follows Maria
Sharapova’s loss in the first round and the
injury retirements of second seed Garbine
Muguruza and German crowd favourite
Angelique Kerber on Thursday in the second
round. 

Vandeweghe, ranked number 16, admits that
this is her least-favourite surface, but she has
still reached the first clay semi-final of her
WTA career.  She will face French sixth seed
Carolina Garcia, who constructed a third
straight fightback over third-seeded Elina
Svitolina 6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-2.

“At one point in the first set, I wasn’t even
sure of the score,” Vandeweghe said. “Maybe
that’s the secret.” The American held her nerve
to break early in the second set and added an
insurance break for a 5-1 lead and closed out
the upset on her second match point a game
later when Halep went long with a return.

“Clay is still not my favourite surface, it’s
certainly not my number one,” added the
American. But with a Porsche 718 Boxster
going to the tournament winner along with
prize money, Vandeweghe admits she has
plenty of motivation to win a first title on the
alien surface.

“I’m one step closer, maybe if I keep it up I
can win a new toy to take home to California.”
Halep lost to an American for the first time
since the 2017 Australian Open when she was
stunned by Shelby Rogers in the first round).
“It was like a flash and I don’t really know
what happened during the match,” the
Romanian said.

“She served really well and it was really
tough to break her. I lost the serve in the first
set and then I went a little bit down. “I couldn’t
feel the rhythm, I couldn’t feel the game, I
missed a little bit too much. She was very
strong today.”

Garcia has made a habit of rallying to beat
Svitolina, duplicating comebacks she complet-
ed last autumn in Beijing and at the season-
ending WTA finals in Singapore. 

The two-and-a-quarter-hour struggle fea-
tured nine aces from Svitolina and 10 from
Garcia, who earned her first win of the season
over a top 10 player. 

Saturday’s second semi-final will be con-
tested between Estonia’s Anett Kontaveit and
fifth-seeded Karolina Pliskova of the Czech
Republic. Kontaveit needed almost three
hours to beat Russia’s Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova 7-5, 6-7 (6/8), 6-4 while
Pliskova came from break points down in the
final game to beat Roland Garros champion
Jelena Ostapenko, 5-7, 7-5, 6-4.  — AFP
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BRISBANE: Reds’ Filipo Daugunu (L) and Lions’ Andries Coetzee (R) compete for the ball during the Super Rugby
match between Australia’s Queensland Reds and South Africa’s Golden Lions in Brisbane yesterday. — AFP

BARCELONA: Rafael Nadal booked a place in the Barcelona
Open final by breezing past David Goffin 6-4 6-0 yesterday
with his 18th successive claycourt win and 400th overall on
the surface.

World number one Nadal will meet Greek teenager
Stefanos Tsitsipas in Sunday’s showpiece when he will target
a record-extending 11th title in Barcelona a week after claim-
ing the Monte Carlo Masters for the 11th time.

Nadal has won every final he has played in Barcelona. The
Mallorcan got off to a slow start in the semi-final on the
Rafael Nadal Court as he surrendered his service in the
opening game and 10th-ranked Goffin held to take a 2-0 lead.
Nadal immediately broke back to level and the home
favourite broke again in the 10th to take the first set.  The
Spaniard came into his own in the second while Goffin, who
had to play three sets against Roberto Bautista Agut in the
last quarter-final on Friday, began to wilt. The Belgian finally
came out fighting in the sixth game but eventually succumbed
to claycourt specialist Nadal, surrendering serve for the third
time in the set by firing a shot beyond the baseline, ending a
match lasting one hour 22 minutes. Greek 19-year-old
Tsitsipas stormed into his first ATP final by beating Spain’s
world number 11 Pablo Carreno Busta 7-5 6-3. Tsitsipas had
pulled off the biggest win of his career on Friday before by
stunning last year’s finalist and world number seven Dominic
Thiem in straight sets and was the underdog against Carreno
Busta, who is ranked 52 places above him.

The youngster got off to a flying start as he broke his
opponent in the second game and marched into a 4-1 lead.
The Spaniard hit back with a break to level at 5-5 but wasted
a chance to break again and lost his serve to concede the set.
Tsitsipas, ranked 63rd, broke the 27-year-old for a third time
to pull 4-2 ahead in the second and eventually served out the

match, collapsing to the ground in elation as he won on his
second match point when Carreno Busta hit beyond the
baseline. Tsitsipas becomes the first Greek player to reach an
ATP final since 1973 when Nicholas Kalogeropoulos made
the final of the now defunct Des Moines Open.

Meanwhile, top seed Caroline Wozniacki was forced to
retire from her Istanbul Cup quarter-final against Pauline
Parmentier on Friday with an abdominal injury. Wozniacki
won the opening set before France’s Parmentier fought back
to level the contest at 4-6 6-3. Unable to continue, Australian
Open champion Wozniacki conceded the match before the
start of the decider.

Up next for 32-year-old Parmentier is Romania’s Irina-

Camelia Begu, who battled past Donna Vekic 3-6 7-6(1) 6-1.
After being broken in the first game of the opening set,
Wozniacki took a 4-1 lead before her opponent drew level.
The Dane then switched gears to claim the opening set.

Seeking her maiden victory over Wozniacki, Parmentier
raced ahead 3-0 in the second set. Wozniacki took a medical
timeout to deal with her injury but struggled thereafter and
called it quits after Parmentier won the second set.  

Earlier, twice grand slam champion Svetlana Kuznetsova
made 21 unforced errors in her 6-1 1-6 7-5 defeat by
Slovenia’s Polona Hercog.  Hercog, 27, will take on Maria
Sakkari of Greece who beat Dutch qualifier Arantxa Rus 6-3
7-6(6). — Agencies
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BARCELONA: Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas returns the ball to Spain’s Pablo Carreno Busta during their Barcelona
Open ATP tournament semi-final tennis match in Barcelona. — AFP

KUWAIT: Al Sayer Engineering, a subsidiary of Al Sayer
Holding held a ceremony at Motul Center at Canada Dry
Street Shuwaikh to honor 2018 Kuwait King of Drift title win-
ner Ali Maksheed. The memento presentation ceremony was
attended by Bengt Schultz Chief Operating Officer at Al
Sayer Holding, Krishna Kumar General Manager Al Sayer
Engineering, Ali Maksheed Kuwait Drifting Champion, Vivek
Kohli Senior Manager Oil and Paints and Mohamed Nasimi
Senior Manager After-Sales Marketing.

Speaking during the occasion Bengt Schultz said
“Congratulations to Ali for this achievement backed by excel-
lent track performance. We look forward to our continued
partnership for brand Motul and wish him the best for all
drifting competition for this season.”According to Krishna
Kumar “Al Sayer is pleased to introduce Motul brand’s pres-
ence to the exciting circuits of drift racing through our spon-
sorship contract with Ali Maksheed Kuwait Drift Champion.
Motul is partnering with world’s leading racing teams and we
aim to reflect the same spirit here”.

Defending champion, Ali Makhseed, secured the title for
the second year running, at the Red Bull Car Park Drift
Kuwait Qualifier clinching the title with a jaw-dropping per-
formance collecting an impressive 386 points. Sharing the
excitement he commented “I am ecstatic to represent Kuwait
at the 2018 Series Final, for the second year running, and aim
to keep Kuwait’s head held high. At this point I thank and
appreciate the valuable support from Al Sayer and Motul as
my racing sponsor.”  Al Sayer’s partnership comes as a title

sponsor featuring Motul logos on Ali Maksheed’s customized
and fine-tuned drift racing car Toyota FT 86 along with sup-
ply of high performance Motul racing oil for the competitions.

Earlier this year, Ali Maksheed was one of the top per-
formers in Red Bull Car Park Drift Series Final which was held
at SIRBB Circuit Kuwait recently. Ali had topped the leader
board among the three drifters from Kuwait who participated
in the local qualifier. The local Kuwaiti competitor impressed
the judges to win the King of Smoke title. The 2018 series
kicked off in Oman on January 26 and the competition has
continued since then with qualifiers in UAE and Egypt.
Qualifiers will continue in Qatar, Tunisia, Turkey, Morocco,

Algeria, Jordan, Mauritius, and Lebanon. With only one
drifter from each participating country, Lebanon will wel-
come the 2018 Kuwait King of Drift at the Series Final this
September 22 where he will compete to claim the Series Final
thrown. As a specialist in synthetic oils, Motul has become the
partner of many manufacturers and sports teams for its tech-
nological developments in mechanical sports, car and motor-
cycle racing. Motul is present in many international competi-
tions as official team supplier: MotoGP, Road racing, Trial,
Enduro, Endurance, Superbike, Supercross, Rallycross, World
Rally Championship, FIA GT, Le Mans 24 Hours, Spa 24
Hours, Le Mans Series, rally raid, Paris-Dakar, F3, etc.
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