
DHAHRAN: The sky of our Arab nation is overcast,
while joint action is stagnant if not paralyzed at times,
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah said yesterday at the beginning of his speech
during the opening session of the 29th Arab Summit in
Dhahran. The Amir offered condolences to the Algerian
people over a military plane crash near Boufarik
Airport that killed and wounded hundreds, asking
Almighty Allah to bestow mercy upon those who were
killed and speedy recovery to those wounded.

Commenting on the current Arab state of affairs, HH

the Amir said: “Before such hurtful facts, the convening
of this summit under the chairmanship of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia is seen as a fresh start that would revive
hopes of the people of this nation, as well as an outlet
for the state of frustration they are living. Therefore, it is
demanded from us to double efforts in order to solve
our differences; a challenge that is weakening us and
giving leverage to those who wish us harm.”

The Amir also called for addressing deficiencies
marring Arab joint action through invigorating recom-
mendations and resolutions. “Through its non-perma-

nent membership at the United Nations Security
Council, my country - Kuwait - will relentlessly work
to defend Arab causes, as well as contribute in reacti-
vating the role of the Council in lessening impacts of
such inactivity. You might have followed such efforts,
which led to the unanimous adoption of resolution
2401 regarding recent developments in Eastern
Ghouta, Syria, which unfortunately was hindered due
to recent escalations.

“The now eight-year-long conflict in Syria, which
led to a humanitarian crisis, makes hearts bleed, as it

reveals the unfortunate incapacity and double-stan-
dardness of the international community in dealing with
this issue. Such community condemns, and might take
some measures, for a sporadic explosion here or there.
However, at the same time, it stands helpless to
denounce or take action in favor of hundreds of thou-
sands of killed, injured and displaced people in Syria.
But Kuwait has not, and will not, hesitate to fulfill its
humanitarian obligations with regards to helping the
brotherly Syrian people in its plight”
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Saudi king slams Iran, announces $200m for Palestinians at ‘Jerusalem’ summit

DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia: Arab leaders pose for a family picture during the 29th Summit of the Arab League at the Ithra center yesterday. — AFP 

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (center) is welcomed
by Saudi King Salman (right) and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during a
luncheon yesterday. — KUNA  

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The parliamentary financial affairs com-
mittee said it will discuss the 31st report concerning
taxing expats’ remittances in its meeting tomorrow.
The committee stressed that the aim of such pro-
posals is to find new sources of income by taxing
remittances by expats as a fee for the educational,
health and other services the state provides them.
The committee also believes that expats have
access to subsidized goods such as fuel, gas and
electricity, and that this tax will eventually affect the
quality of the services as a whole. 

On the other hand, the parliamentary legislative
committee unanimously rejected the proposals for
various reasons such as suspicion of the proposals’
unconstitutionality on grounds of discrimination
against expats, that taxing expat remittances would
create an illegal market outside official providers
like banks and money exchange companies, taxes
will impact the cost of goods and that the majority
of expats have low incomes.  

Although seconding the legislative committee’s
concern about creating new sources of income,
Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf highlighted the
danger of constitutional violations by such propos-
als. He also stressed that measures taken to create
new sources of income should be done with more
comprehensive views of financial and economic
reforms. He noted that rushing towards economic
reform measures without understanding the mecha-
nisms and how they would be applied will impede
the government from performing its executive role. 

Commenting on the issue, the Central Bank said
the proposals have some technical and financial
loopholes that should be reconsidered and dealt
with. The Central Bank argued that economic
reform should be done through reforming the state’s
treasury in general through re-pricing state-provid-
ed services and goods that are underpriced and
lead to much waste and overuse. 

The bank also pointed out that the total figure of
KD 4.14 billion reported as expats’ remittances is
misleading, as many expats have been making

Continued on Page 11

Panel: Remittance 
tax a fee for expats
using govt services By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: The Ethiopian government is
committed to resending domestic helpers to
Kuwait only after a labor agreement is signed,
the Ethiopian ambassador to Kuwait told
Kuwait Times. Abdulaziz Ahmed Adem said
the Kuwaiti government expressed a desire to
again recruit domestic helpers from Ethiopia,
but he informed his counterparts that it would

take some time to deploy the workers. “The
normal process of signing agreements has to
take its due course, since we only submitted
the draft proposal last week. It depends on
the ministry - if they act fast on the agree-
ment, maybe by next month we can start
deploying workers,” he said.

Authorities in Kuwait announced they will
recruit domestic workers from Ethiopia to
cover for a ‘deficit’ after the Philippines
banned its citizens from working in Kuwait
following the murder of 29-year-old Joanna
Demafelis, who went missing in Sept 2016.
Her body was found in a freezer earlier this
year, bearing signs of torture. Her employers,
a Lebanese man and Syrian woman, were
sentenced to death last week. 

Last year, Kuwaiti police detained a

woman for f i lming her Ethiopian maid
fal l ing from the seventh f loor without
attempting to save her. Rights groups have
criticized Kuwait and other Arab countries,
where migrant labor is regulated under a
system known as kafala. The kafala, or
sponsorship, system ties migrant workers’
visas to their employers, prohibiting work-
ers from leaving the country or changing
jobs without prior consent.

According to Adem, Addis Ababa wants to
ensure that the helpers’ rights will be protect-
ed while working in Kuwait. “Last week we
sent the draft copy of the new agreement to
the ministry of foreign affairs to be signed by
both countries. Once approved, the deploy-
ment of workers will resume soon,” he added. 

Continued on Page 11 Abdulaziz Ahmed Adem

Envoy: Ethiopia to 
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NEW DELHI: Indian police have made
another arrest after the alleged rape of a
teenager by a ruling party politician
sparked protests across the country, fed-

eral investigators said yesterday. The
case, along with the rape and murder of
an eight-year-old girl, has brought
Indians onto the streets for mass demon-
strations not seen since the rape and mur-
der of a Delhi student in 2012. The out-
rage has put pressure on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, whose ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is accused of trying to
shield its state lawmaker in one case and
of defending the accused in the other.

Continued on Page 11

Arrest in India 
rape case as 
outrage mounts 

MUMBAI: Indian demonstrators hold placards during a protest in support of rape vic-
tims yesterday following high profile cases in Jammu and Kashmir and Uttar
Pradesh states. — AFP 

DAMASCUS: International inspectors
launched their investigation yesterday
into an alleged chemical attack near
Damascus that prompted an unprece-
dented wave of Western strikes against
Syria’s regime. Russian President
Vladimir Putin, the regime’s top ally,
warned that fresh strikes would spark

“chaos”, but Washington promised
economic sanctions on Moscow rather
than further military action.

US, French and British missiles
destroyed sites suspected of hosting
chemical weapons development and
storage facilities Saturday, but the

Continued on Page 11

Inspectors launch Syria
probe after Western strikes

Images released by the US Department of Defense show the damage assessment
at the Him Shinsar chemical weapons storage site after US, French and British
forces launched strikes against Syria on Friday. — AFP 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir of
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent Saturday a cable
of condolences to Egyptian President
Abdelfatah Al-Sisi on victims of a ter-
ror attack on an armed forces position
in central Sinai, killing and injuring a
number of servicemen. His Highness
the Amir prayed to Allah the Almighty
to bestow blessing upon the
deceased, and wished rapid recovery
for the injured.

His Highness the Amir also con-
demned this heinous criminal act, and
expressed Kuwait’s solidarity with
Egypt and its people, as well as sup-
porting all measures to preserve stabil-
ity and eliminate terrorists. His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
also expressed condolences to Sisi
over the killing of eight Egyptian sol-
diers. His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent a similar cable.

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti parliament
speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem sent a
cable of condolences to Egyptian par-
liament speaker Ali Abdulaal over the
victims of the terror attack. Ghanem
expressed full solidarity with Egypt
and full support to all measures aimed
at preserving security and stability of
the nation. — KUNA

Amir condemns
terror attack on
Egyptian soldiers

Saudi officials welcome Amir
upon arrival for Arab Summit

Amir attends luncheon hosted by Saudi king 

DHAHRAN: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and Saudi Arabia’s King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud attend the
29th Arab Summit in Dhahran yesterday. — KUNA

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is wel-
comed upon his arrival to Saudi Arabia yesterday.

Saudi officials welcome His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

DHAHRAN: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah arrived to Saudi
Arabia yesterday to partake in the 29th Arab
Summit, which took place in Dhahran. At His
Highness’s reception was Governor of the Eastern
Province Prince Saud Bin Nayef Bin Abdulaziz and
senior Saudi officials, in addition to Kuwait’s
Ambassador to the Kingdom Sheikh Thamer Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

Later yesterday, His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah attended a
luncheon held by Saudi Arabia’s King Salman Bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud in honor of state leaders gath-

ered for the 29th Arab Summit. 
Upon his departure from Kuwait, His Highness

was seen off at the airport by His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem and His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, in
addition to a host of senior state officials.

The delegation accompanying His Highness
comprised of First Deputy Premier and Defense
Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy

Premier and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
Anas Al-Saleh and Finance Minister Dr Nayef Al-
Hajraf. The delegation also included Director of His
Highness the Amir’s Office Fahad Al-Fahad, Amiri
Diwan Advisor Mohammad Abulhassan, Director of
Amiri Protocols and Ceremonials Sheikh Khaled Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah Al-Nasser Al-Sabah, Deputy
Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah, Head of
Cultural and Media Affairs at the Amiri Diwan
Youssef Al-Roumi and Assistant Foreign Minister
and Office Director for Deputy Premier and Foreign
Minister Ambassador Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah. — KUNA

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen off
at the airport by Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen off
by National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen off by
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

NEW YORK: Kuwait Representative to the
United Nations on Saturday expressed
regret over the escalation of the tensions
among the UN Security Council member
states over the Syrian conflict. In his address
to an emergency Council meeting on the
threats to international peace and the situa-
tion in Syria, Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi
urged the Council members to shoulder their
responsibilities for protecting peace and
security worldwide pursuant to terms of the
UN Charter.

“The Government of Kuwait has always
been committed to the United Nations objec-
tives and underscored respect for state sov-
ereignty, non-interference in the affairs of
other states, and peaceful settlement of dis-

putes,” he said.  “In Syria, there had been a
stalemate of international efforts. The
Council’s inability to arrive at a political set-
tlement had led to massive displacement and
the death of hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple,” Ambassador Otaibi pointed out.

Noting that the Council had previously
been unified against chemical weapons use
in Syria, regardless of the perpetrators, he
said the Resolution 2118 (2013) had imposed
Chapter VII measures in the case of non-
conformity of parties with its provisions.
“To guarantee implementation, the Council
had adopted the Resolution 2235 (2015),
establishing the Joint Investigative
Mechanism to determine those responsible
for any chemical weapons use,” he said, not-
ing that the mechanism had identified the
perpetrators of that crime.

“However, the Council’s divide on the mat-
ter had only encouraged parties to continue
violating its resolutions and international
humanitarian law,” he went on.  Ambassador
Otaibi reiterated the call for the Council
members to overcome their differences and
unify to shoulder their responsibilities for
establishing a new independent body to iden-
tify those behind the recent chemical attack in

Douma town, Eastern Ghouta, Syria.
“There is no military solution to the crisis,”

he stressed, advocating the position of the
League of Arab States and highlighting the
importance of the Geneva communique in
reaching a political settlement involving all
parties to the Syrian conflict. — KUNA

Kuwait urges
UNSC members
to end divisions
on Syria

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent
Representative to the UN Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi addresses Security
Council meeting. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah on Saturday met with the
US and the UK ambassadors Lawrence
Silverman and Michael Davenport respective-
ly. Jarallah also met with the French Charge
d’Affaires Sebastien Lesaulnier.

During the meeting, Jarallah and the diplo-
mats discussed the latest developments in the
region with the envoys. They also focused on
military operations in Syria and discussions at
the UN Security Council regarding this
dossier. Assistant Foreign Minister for Deputy

Prime Minister and Foreign Minister’s office
affairs Ambassador Sheikh Dr. Ahmad Nasser
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, and Deputy

Assistant Foreign Minister for Deputy Foreign
Minister’s office affairs Talal Al-Shatti were
present at the meeting. — KUNA

Deputy FM
meets with US,
British, French
envoys

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with US and the UK ambassadors
Lawrence Silverman and Michael Davenport respectively, as well as the French Charge d’Affaires
Sebastien Lesaulnier. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Justice Minister Dr Fahad Al-
Afasi announced yesterday formation of
a specialized team in charge of preparing
the executive regulation for Law No.
13/2018 on banning conflict-of-interest.
The ministry’s step is part of implement-
ing the directions of His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Afasi, also Minister
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, said.

His Highness the Premier has directed
state bodies to take all necessary meas-
ures to face corruption and boost

Kuwait’s regional and international status
in anti-corruption efforts, said the minis-
ter. The executive regulation includes
rules and provisions that secure imple-
mentation of the law in full clarity and
transparency, he said, adding he has also
ordered speedy formation of the team
and urgent drafting of the law.  On
March 6, the parliament unanimously
approved a set of draft laws on banning
conflict-of-interest. — KUNA

Regulations
for conflict of
interest law
prepared

Justice Minister Dr Fahad Al-Afasi



By B Izzak and A Saleh

KUWAIT: MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei is expected to file to grill Oil
Minister Bakheet Al-Rasheedi for allegedly sending inaccurate
answers to a series of questions about suspected corruption in the oil
sector. Parliamentary sources said the lawmaker refused to receive the
answers of the questions, as he found that the minister was trying to
protect senior oil executives from alleged corruption.

The questions, sent several months ago, inquired about allegations
of rampant corruption among top executives in the state-owned oil
sector. Tabtabaei demanded an explanation regarding the allegations.
But the answers were reportedly incomplete and contained inaccurate
information about the issues raised, which the lawmaker interpreted as
an attempt by the minister to shield the officials from questioning.

Shares’ sale
News reports showed that Wafra Consultancy Group, which is

owned by the Public Authority for
Social Security, was forced to sell the
shares it owns in two major buildings
in the business district of Wilmington
in the US state of Delaware. The report
added that the sale came as part of a
court settlement after the two compa-
nies owning the buildings failed to pay
real estate and mortgage loans of a
total value of $52 million. 

Tampering
The parliament’s public funds pro-

tection committee recommended
referring the International Book Fair’s project to the public prosecu-
tion over suspicion of deliberate tampering with public funds and
facilitating illegal use of public funds. The committee also called for
referring the responsible state property officials to prosecution and
not renewing the contract signed with the Kuwait International

Fairgrounds Company. 

Exemption
The Ministry of

Education (MoE)
agreed to exempt stu-
dents with hearing
and visual disabilities
and cerebral palsy
from the secondary
stage unified exams
and authorized form-
ing special commit-
tees to set exams that
match these students’
capabilities. The ministry also authorized special school directors to
set exams for grades 5 to 9, said informed sources. The sources added

that the approval was made following
several complaints by the students’ par-
ents who noted that their children usu-
ally got very low marks compared to
other students sitting for the same
exams. 

Promises
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor

and Minister of State for Economic
Development Hind Al-Sabeeh said
NGOs that had recently taken part in
the Iraq reconstruction conference had
voluntarily promised to collect dona-

tions. Responding to an inquiry by MP Mohammed Hayef concerning
reports about Kuwaiti NGOs’ plans to donate to Iraq, Sabeeh stressed
that none of the concerned charities was obliged to do so. She added
that no donations would be collected without notifying the donors and
the ministry.
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MP Tabtabaei expected to grill oil
minister over suspected corruption

Kuwaiti firm forced to sell shares in Delaware buildings

Oil Minister Bakheet
Al-Rasheedi

MP Omar 
Al-Tabtabaei

‘Foreign object’ report
a false alarm
By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The emer-
gency 112 hotline’s
central operations
room received a call
about a foreign
object found in an
open area in Mangaf.
Authorities who went
to the site discovered
that the object was
an alarm clock and
posed no danger.

Inspection
The inspection

team at the Qasoor
department of the
Public Authority for
Food and Nutrition
inspected several
restaurants and
cafes in Aswaq Al-
Qurain and issued 16
citations. 

KFH concludes
Gulf Traffic Week
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH),
in cooperation with the traffic depart-
ment, organized the closing ceremony of
the Unified Gulf Traffic Week 2018,

which was launched with a strategic
partnership with KFH under the slogan
“Your life is safe”. Assistant
Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs Maj
Gen Fahd Al-Shuwaye lauded the role of
KFH in spreading awareness of traffic
laws. KFH’s Executive Director for
Public Rrelations and Information
Yousuf Al-Rwayeh thanked the organiz-
ers for their efforts.

KUWAIT: The object that turned out to be an alarm
clock.
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Kuwait Towers partially covered by dense fog. —KUNA photo

KUWAIT: Dr Nayef B Al-Mutairi, Director of the Arab
Open University, Kuwait Branch (AOU), announced in a
press release yesterday that AOU will be participating in
Kuwait Education Forum (Q8EDU). NoufEXPO will
organize the forum in collaboration with the Ministry of
Education, Ministry of Higher Studies, Kuwait University,
and the Public Authority for Applied Education and
Training. Dr Al-Mutairi said, “Dr Mohammad Al-Zakri,
President of the Arab Open University, will spearhead
AOU’s presence during Q8EDU by participating in its
opening panel discussion on Day1. We are looking for-
ward to spread the word about AOU that is considered
an educational institution of a special nature. Not only
AOU have presence in many Arab countries, we also avail
academic studies to all categories of the society. We
believe that university education must be in access to
everybody who wants to improve his/her educational or
professional status while preserving the quality of edu-
cation.” Headquartered in Kuwait, the AOU has branches
in Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Bahrain, Oman,
Sudan, and Palestine. Dr Mutairi continued, “We are
pleased by the patronage of the Minister of Education

and Minister of Higher Studies, Dr Hamed Mohammed
Al-Aazmi, of the event. This reflects a high level of official
support for improving Kuwait’s educational institutions at
all levels. As well, Q8EDU’s motto of - Education is a Life
Long Journey - perfectly coincides with our vision of the
role of education and educational institutions being a
continuous enabler for the development of individuals
and societies.”

Highlighting the AOU’s vision and mission, Dr Mutairi
said, “The idea of establishing a non-profit Open
University in the Arab world was initiated by Prince Talal
Bin Abdulaziz President of the Arab Gulf Development
Program (AGFUND). In 1996 Prince Talal officially
announced the concept of establishing the Arab Open
University as a non-conventional academic institution and
as a foundation which contributes to steering develop-
ment in scientific, social and cultural spheres. This initia-
tive developed to a full pledged Arab Open University in
2002 in a strategic partnership with the Open University
in the United Kingdom. AOU, then, started its expansion
plans into the various Arab countries that share many of
growth plan requirements. From day one, we made sure

that everybody has access to a university study, regard-
less of being full-time or part-time students. We believe
that university education should not be limited to full-time
students, and regardless of age, time, and place. AOU will

always carry out its role as non-profit institutions.
Currently, AOU has more than 28,460 students spread in
eight countries. More than 20,690 students have graduat-
ed, more than 50% of which are females.

Commenting on AOU’s participation in the Forum, Dr
Mutairi said, “Q8EDU will discuss many of the challenges
and issues that face education in Kuwait and many other
Arab countries. We do believe that education, in the Arab
world, requires a genuine leapfrog jump to be able to
drive growth plans amidst the so many challenges that
face our countries, region, and the whole world.
Education should revert to new methodologies and cur-
ricula across all disciplines of education in order for it to
be effective. We have to depend more on technology
based education as an enabling driver to develop the
much needed information based societies.”

Dr Mutairi concluded his statement by extending his
thanks to NoufEXPO for organizing this event that will
contribute to the educational process in Kuwait. He invit-
ed Kuwait’s high school graduates and all those who opt
to improving their academic and professional qualifica-
tions to visit the AOU’s booth at Q8EDU.

Arab Open University notable
sponsor of ‘Kuwait Learning Forum’ 

Under the auspices of the Minister of Education and Minister of Higher Studies

KUWAIT: In its effort to attract top talent for the sus-
tained growth of the banking industry, Al-Ahli Bank of
Kuwait (ABK) supported the professional development
of students by participating in the 14th Annual Career
Fair hosted by the American University of Kuwait (AUK).
Notable for its active corporate citizenship, ABK con-
tributes significant time and attention towards education
and professional development of Kuwaiti youth. 

Based on the American model of higher education, the
American University of Kuwait has a rapidly increasing
student population from around the world. The current
student body population is 2,461, of which 64 percent is
Kuwaiti. At the career fair which took place yesterday,
ABK presented opportunities available within the organ-
ization. The students were provided with information
about ABK and its approach towards business. 

Speaking on the Bank’s involvement, Hamza Enki,
General Manager - Human Resources at ABK said,
“Investing in national talent is an integral component
of ABK’s strategy. We are continuously working
towards recruiting the best talent in the country.
Through training at ‘ABK Academy’, we strive to con-
sistently educate the youth on the banking industry
and develop their skills, which will support them if
they wish to pursue a career in banking.” ABK’s par-
ticipation reinforces its commitment to playing an
active role in supporting Kuwait’s youth during the
early stages of their work life. 

ABK participates
in American
University of 
Kuwait’s job fair

Dr Nayef Al-Mutairi

School Oral 
Health Program
obtains Canadian 
Accreditation 
KUWAIT: Minister of Health Sheikh
Dr Basel Al-Sabah announced that
six centers of School Oral Health
Program (SOHP) has obtained the
highest level of the Canadian accred-
itation (Diamond) for the superior
health services from the
Accreditation Canada (AC) which is
responsible for improving the quality
of health services. 

SOHP is a unique program offering
oral health education, prevention and
treatment to more than 300,000 gov-
ernment school children aged 6-14
years, the minister said. SOHP has
almost 235 dental clinics distributed
in service centers, school based clin-
ics and mobile clinics. 

SOHP is the second dental organi-
zation to obtain accreditation in this
region after the dental centers in
Dubai, he said. It becomes the first in
Kuwait and first in the world as a
community-based dental program.
SOHP is a joint venture between the
Ministry of Health (MOH), Kuwait,
and Forsyth Institute, Cambridge, the
US. It was started during 1982-83 in
Capital governorate and today has its
presence in all the governorates. It
has developed as a model dental pro-
gram for school children. 

SOHP started working on

Accreditation since May 2017 and
has transformed its services especial-
ly in quality and patient safety. The
Accreditation Canadian (AC) is an
independent, non-governmental

organization, affiliated to the Health
Standards Organization (HSO). It
works with patients, decision-makers
and society to improve the quality of
health and social services for all.

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah (center left) receives
the certificate of accreditation.



KUWAIT: Kuwait Science Club (KSC)
throws its weight behind Kuwaiti inventors
and creators for nothing but just as a
‘national duty’, its chairman Talal Al-Kharafi
said yesterday. Voicing pride at the recent
win by Kuwaiti inventors of awards at an
international invention exhibition in Geneva,
Kharafi said in a press statement his club is
absolutely eager to support Kuwaiti inven-
tors and showcase their inventions both at
home and abroad.

Kuwaiti inventors Dr Meshari Al-Mutairi
and Hussein Bumejdad were awarded key
prizes during the International Exhibition of
Inventions in Geneva Saturday.  The trophy
has unequivocally reflected the highly ele-
vated level of Kuwaiti inventors, and has
capped the efforts of the State of Kuwait in
general and the KSC in particular to provide
care and backing to Kuwaiti inventors and
creators, Kharafi remarked.  Kuwait’s partic-
ipation in this year’s event, which kick-start-
ed on April 11, was really eye-catching, the
KSC chief boasted. The exhibition attracted
822 inventors from 40 countries, who field-
ed the competition with a total 1,000 inven-
tions, he pointed out.

Management of the International
Exhibition of Inventions had awarded Dr
Mutairi its golden prize for making a device
to treat oil-polluted soil. Mutairi dedicated

the internationally renowned award to Their
Highnesses the Amir, the Crown Prince, the
Prime Minister and the Kuwaiti people. He
also expressed gratitude to the State of
Kuwait Permanent Representative at the
UN and International Organizations in
Geneva, Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim, for
facilitating his participation in the exhibi-
tion competition.

Mutairi said it had dawned on him to
create a method for cleansing oil soaked
soil when the Iraqi occupiers torched and
damaged Kuwaiti oil installations, forming
pools of crude oil and polluting the coun-
try’s soil. The problem preoccupied Mutairi
during his studies in Britain in environmen-
tal engineering till he had read and fath-
omed inner meaning of the Quranic verse,

“we have made everything alive from
water,” thus he had started examining ways
to clean the soil with water, rather than
chemical substances.

Mutairi, whose invention was accredited
by Kuwait Oil Company, said the technique
is applicable in various kinds of soil of other
countries.  The inventor said he would travel
to Oman to market his invention in the GCC

country. Mutairi had taken part in the exhibi-
tion along with another talented Kuwaiti,
Hussein Bumejdad, a firefighter, who dis-
played a device for unlocking doors- a tool
that can be quite useful especially in dis-
tressing conditions like putting out fires.
Ghunaim meanwhile affirmed that the golden
award depicted honoring for the State of
Kuwait’s care for creative citizens. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti inventors Dr Meshari Al-Mutairi (left) and Hussein Bumejdad. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the UN and Other International Organizations
in Geneva Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim (left) poses with Kuwaiti inventor Dr
Meshari Al-Mutairi.

Science Club boasts of backing
inventors as ‘national duty’

Kuwaitis awarded at international invention exhibition 

Kuwait holds youth
forum on water 
conservation 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Water Association (KWA) has
announced that it will be holding its inaugural youth
forum on April 24-26 to examine how youngsters in
the wider Arab region have contributed to water
conservation efforts.  The interactive event is slated
to take place at the headquarters of the Arab
Planning Institute and will be sponsored by Minister
of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh, KWA’s
chairman Dr Saleh Al-Mezaini said yesterday.  He
pointed out that water conservation will be the focal
point of discussion in an event that will delve into

some of the most perennial
water issues facing the Arab
region.

Another key objective,
Mezaini explained, is to
acquaint the general public
with the significance of pre-
serving water, given the fact
that water is the world’s most
essential commodity and one
of the most precious
resources on earth.  He
spoke of how Arab youth
have made significant contri-
butions towards water con-
servation of their own volition, all of which will be
highlighted at the meeting. Formed in 2012, KWA is
a non-profit and non-governmental organization
dedicated to protecting water resources in the
country. — KUNA

Dr Saleh Al-Mezaini

Amir’s Envoy to attend 
Qatar Library’s opening

Kuwait’s Al-Usaimi
voted in as OSCO’s
board member
KUWAIT: Mishal Al-Usaimi, Kuwait’s Capital Markets
Authority (CMA) Vice Chairman, has been appointed
International Organization of Securities Commission
(IOSCO) board member and deputy chief of the Africa
Middle East Regional Committee (AMERC). Usaimi,
who doubles as the CMA Acting Managing Director of
the Commissioners Board, will assume both roles over
a two-year term, the state financial markets regulatory
body said in a statement.

He was chosen for the role in recognition of his
“ongoing efforts to ensure the presence of a sound
and stable financial system capable of carrying out
regulatory reforms,” CMA said. The Kuwaiti represen-
tative, who will join the IOSCO board of 34 members,
clinched the position during a round of voting which
saw him go up against competition from the likes of
Morocco and Mauritius.

Kuwait will join some of the largest economies in
the world in “revising organizational affairs that
affect capital market authorities around the world,
and setting practical responses to their concerns,”
the CMA added. It becomes the fourth Arab country
to attain a seat at the board after Morocco, Saudi
Arabia and Egypt. Formed in 2010, Kuwait’s CMA has
only been a member of IOSCO for 11 months, and the
Kuwaiti  body described the nominations as
“unprecedented.” — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Envoy of His Highness the Amir, the Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah,
departed to Qatar yesterday to represent His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at official
inauguration of Qatar National Library. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: Envoy of His Highness the Amir, the Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah, is seen off
upon his departure to Qatar yesterday. — KUNA

Palestinian embassy
warns of fraud calls
KUWAIT: The Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami
Tahboob highly praised columnist Iqbal Al-Ahmad for
an article she wrote and published in Al-Qabas yester-
day, titled ‘A Call and Fraud Letter.’ Tahboob said in a
statement that he had received a call from the writer’s
husband; Najeeb Al-Humaidhi, last week, telling him

that he had received a message
allegedly from Palestine request-
ing financial aid for some so-
called wounded Palestinians. “I
immediately told him that those
are frauds,” he underlined, not-
ing that such suspicious mes-
sages are sent by criminals who
do not represent the Palestinian
people. Tahboob also urged
Kuwaitis to immediately contact
the embassy in case they
received any such messages. Rami Tahboob
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May faces backlash
for bypassing 
MPs on Syria
LONDON: British Prime Minister Theresa May faced a
backlash from the domestic opposition after launching
military strikes on Syria without consulting parliament.
As the Conservative leader explained her rationale for
the air strikes, opposition parties claimed the attacks
were legally dubious, risked escalating conflict and
should have been approved by lawmakers.

The shadow of the 2003 invasion of Iraq still lingers
in the corridors of Britain’s parliament, when MPs
backed then-prime minister Tony Blair in joining US mil-
itary action. “Bombs won’t save lives or bring about
peace,” said Jeremy Corbyn, the veteran leftist leader of
the main opposition Labor Party. “This legally question-
able action risks escalating further... an already devas-
tating conflict. “Theresa May should have sought parlia-
mentary approval, not trailed after Donald Trump.”
Corbyn has written to May seeking assurance that there
would be no further bombing raids and urged the gov-
ernment to negotiate a pause in the Syrian civil war.

The British, US and French bombings on Saturday
followed an alleged chemical weapons attack on the
rebel-held town of Douma on April 7. May’s government
has insisted the punitive strikes were legal, releasing a
statement that said they were aimed at alleviating the
“extreme humanitarian suffering” of the Syrian people
by reducing the chemical weapons capabilities of
President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime. “The UK is permit-
ted under international law, on an exceptional basis, to
take measures in order to alleviate overwhelming
humanitarian suffering,” the statement said.

It added that it believed the Syrian government had

committed a “war crime and a crime against humanity”
with chemical weapons use and that attempts to find a
unified international approach through the United
Nations had been blocked by Damascus-ally Moscow.
May will face questions from MPs on Monday, when
parliament reconvenes after a break.  Stop the War, a
pacifist coalition once chaired by Corbyn, has called a
demonstration outside the British parliament on Monday
to protest against the strikes.  The group said it “strong-
ly condemned” the action and accused May of “sanc-
tioning killing” at Trump’s behest.

‘Dangerous escalation’
Deploying the armed forces is a prerogative power,

meaning the prime minister can launch action without
backing from MPs. But after the Conservatives entered
office in 2010, the government suggested that since the
2003 vote on Iraq, a convention had emerged that MPs
should have a say, except in cases of emergency. British
MPs voted against taking military action against
Damascus in 2013, in what was widely viewed as an asser-
tion of parliamentary sovereignty on the use of force.
David Cameron, who was prime minister in 2013, tweeted
on Saturday: “As we have seen in the past, inaction has its
consequences”. Lawmakers backed action in Iraq in 2014,
and again in Syria in 2015, strictly limiting strikes in both
countries to targets of the Islamic State jihadist group.

Four British Tornado jets fired Storm Shadow missiles
at a Syrian military base suspected of holding chemical
weapons components. The strikes at 0100 GMT were 15
miles west of Homs. Scottish First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon said Syria’s use of chemical weapons could not
be tolerated but questioned whether the strikes would
halt their use or contribute to ending the civil war. “This
action risks not just further escalating the civil war in
Syria but also a dangerous escalation of international
tensions,” said the leader of the left-wing Scottish
National Party, the third-biggest force in the British par-
liament. Both Syria and Russia have denied all responsi-
bility for the alleged chemical attacks. —AFP  

CALIFORNIA: Supporters of Syrian president Bashar Al-Assad protest the US-led coalition attack in Syria in Los Angeles, California. Air attacks were carried out by US, France and Britain forces on three sites in Syria
believed to be associated with the production of chemical weapons, in response to the latest use of deadly gas on civilians. —AFP

WASHINGTON: With the latest US missile strikes,
President Donald Trump appears to have reset America’s
red line for military intervention in Syria over the use of
chemical weapons. What’s unclear is where that red line
now stands. The United States said its strikes were a
response to President Bashar Al-Assad’s chemical
weapons attack on April 7 that administration officials say
employed chlorine and perhaps even sarin, a more deadly
nerve agent. “A large body of information indicates that the
Syrian regime used chemical weapons,” US Ambassador to
the United Nations Nikki Haley told the UN Security
Council on Saturday.

Sarin had previously appeared to be the threshold for
intervention. A sarin attack triggered Trump’s decision last
year to strike a Syrian air base. A sarin attack in 2013 was
also what nearly brought then-President Barack Obama to
strike Syria. Chlorine, in contrast, has been used more
widely in Syria’s conflict without past US reprisals, and the
chemical itself is far easier to find and weaponize, experts
say. That makes degrading it through military strikes far
more difficult.

“Every city in the Middle East that has a water purifica-
tion system probably has some chlorine. It is a common

industrial chemical,” said Daryl Kimball at the Washington-
based Arms Control Association, who favors broad action
to deter use of chemical weapons, including chlorine. As of
Saturday, it was unclear whether another chlorine attack
would be enough to trig-
ger more US strikes, or
whether the death toll
would need to be high
enough or whether - as
was the case on April 7 -
sarin use would also need
to be a possibility.

Or perhaps there
would need to be a series
of violations, as was the
case before April 7, prior
to any US action. The
Trump administration
offered veiled threats on
Saturday about future military action and mixed remarks
about the degree to which it believed sarin was used by
Syria’s government, which denies it used chemical
weapons. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said he was only

certain about intelligence that chlorine gas was used by
Assad’s forces on April 7 before America’s strikes on Syria. 

He did not rule out sarin use. Vice President Mike Pence
also said Trump carried out the strikes armed with US

intelligence that at “a mini-
mum it was the chemical
weapon of chlorine,” not-
ing investigators still might
prove sarin was used. A
different Trump adminis-
tration official, briefing
reporters, said the United
States assessed that sarin
was also used in the April
7 attack but suggested
that US information on
sarin came from analysis of
reports from news media
and other public sources

of information, as opposed to US intelligence.
It was unclear whether Trump thought sarin had been

used when he said on Twitter on Wednesday that US
missiles “will be coming” and accused Assad of being a

“Gas Killing Animal.” A 2015-2017 joint inquiry of the
United Nations and the Organization for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) had found the Syrian
government used sarin in an April 4, 2017, attack and has
also several times used chlorine as a weapon. It blamed
Islamic State militants for mustard gas use. That inquiry
ended in November after Russia, which backs Assad,
blocked three attempts by the UN Security Council to
renew its mandate. Moscow slammed the joint UN and
OPCW inquiry as flawed.

Ahead of the latest strikes, Haley signaled in the
Security Council on Friday that any action by
Washington would not be in response to just the attack
in Douma. “The United States estimates that Assad has
used chemical weapons in the Syrian war at least 50
times. Public estimates are as high as 200,” she said.  On
Saturday, she hinted the United States would strike again
if Assad used chlorine, but stopped short of specifying
which chemical agent she was referring to. “If the Syrian
regime uses this poison gas again, the United States is
locked and loaded. When our president draws a red line,
our president enforces the red line,” Haley said on
Saturday. —Reuters

In Syria strikes, US blurs red line
Trump blasts Assad as a ‘Gas Killing Animal’

Sarin or 
chlorine attack?

Experts weigh
reactions

After Ghouta, Syria 
army targets the 
cradle of revolt 
BEIRUT: The capture of Eastern Ghouta is a significant milestone
for Syria’s regime and paves the way for government troops to shift
south to where the seven-year uprising first began: Daraa.  After
securing the capital from deadly rockets that once rained in from its
suburbs, President Bashar Al-Assad now has forces ready to rede-
ploy elsewhere in the war-ravaged country. The Islamists and
jihadists that hold the northwest province of Idlib remain a threat,
but analysts say Assad’s priority will likely be the southern province
of Daraa, where protests against his rule first broke out in 2011.  

After losing swathes of territory to rebels, Syria’s army has
regained control of more than 55 percent of the country with
crucial help from its ally Russia, according to analyst Fabrice
Balanche. Its most recent victory is in Ghouta: the onetime rebel
bastion that has now been neutralized after a blistering air and
ground assault and the Russia-brokered evacuation of thousands
of rebels and civilians. “The liberation of Eastern Ghouta means
lifting the security and military threat posed to Damascus,” said
Bassam Abou Abdallah, who heads the Damascus Centre for
Strategic Studies. “After Ghouta, it’s likely the Syrian government
will head south-the current situation in Daraa must be finished
off,” he told AFP.  The regime said it had retaken Eastern Ghouta
on Saturday after a nearly two-month assault that killed more
than 1,700 civilians and the evacuation deals that saw rebels and
civilians bussed up to northern Syria.

‘Real problem’ of Daraa
With Ghouta now taken care of, the only risk posed to

Damascus stems from a few southern districts still held by the
Islamic State group, including the Yarmuk Palestinian camp. Al-
Watan newspaper, which is close to the government, said the army
will seek to “finish off” those districts, but analysts believe the
regime’s real interest lies elsewhere.  “Maintaining some IS pockets
serves the regime’s narrative in order to reconquer the rest of
Syrian territory,” said Julien Theron, a professor at the Paris
Institute of Political Studies.  He said the regime could redeploy

troops to reinforce other fronts against rebels, including Daraa
which he described as a “real problem”.  The vast Daraa province
lies south of Damascus and also shares borders with Jordan and
the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights. Non-jihadist rebels, backed by
the United States and Jordan, hold nearly three-quarters of it and
parts of the provincial capital, also called Daraa.  

“The regime has been focusing on Daraa province for a long
time, trying to break through rebel territory to reach the city,”
said Theron.  “Rebels control Syria’s southern border, which has
undermined the regime’s image of being the master of its own ter-
ritory,” he added.  Retaking the Nasib border crossing with
Jordan, held by rebels since 2015, is a particular prize as it could
bring financial rewards for a cash-strapped regime. In the past,
the crossing has been a key transit point for trade between Syria,
Jordan and the countries of the Gulf.

But analysts also say Assad’s regime will have to avoid any
escalation with Israel. “The areas in the south of Syria are par-
ticularly sensitive because they are located between Damascus
on the one hand, and the Jordanian and Israeli borders on the
other,” analyst Sam Heller said. “Any military action could affect
the national security of the three countries,” said the researcher
at the International Crisis Group. Thomas Pierret, a Syria spe-
cialist at the University of Edinburgh, said Daraa was the obvi-
ous next step for the regime after Ghouta, over Idlib. “Daraa is
probably more urgent for economic reasons and reopening
trade with Jordan.” —AFP

DARAA: Syrian schoolchildren walk past destroyed buildings
in the southern city of Daraa. —AFP
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BUNIA: The last thing 11-year-old Mave Grace saw
before falling unconscious was men with machetes cut-
ting open her pregnant mother’s belly and killing the
unborn child. When Grace woke she was surrounded by
dead bodies. Her left hand was cut off just above the
wrist. “Around us we saw corpses everywhere,” Mave
Grace says. Wearing a green patterned dress, she squints
into the sun as she holds up her handless arm, the scabs
of the stump still not fully healed. Mave Grace’s home vil-
lage of Tchee lies in the eastern Ituri region, where ethnic
strife between Hema herders and Lendu farmers has cost
untold lives and forced tens of thousands to flee since it
started earlier this year. 

Information from Ituri is hard to come by since the
region is very remote and volatile, but the violence there
is driven in part by a breakdown of government authority
which has sparked conflict in other parts of the country
as well. President Joseph Kabila’s refusal to leave power
at the end of his mandate in 2016 has undermined the
legitimacy of the state in the eyes of many Congolese,
with deadly consequences. The United Nations refugee
agency UNHCR expects 200,000 refugees to reach
Uganda from Ituri this year, stretching limited humanitar-
ian resources there. Other survivors like Grace and her
family have been forced into camps inside Congo. Mave
Grace’s camp, on a hillside on the edge of the town of
Bunia, is a sea of makeshift blue and white tarpaulin tents,
inside which its temporary residents huddle from regular
rainy season downpours, and the cold. —Reuters

KANANGA: Hundreds of former child fighters in
Democratic Republic of Congo’s volatile Kasai region face
an uncertain future, spurned by their families and their
dreams brutally shattered. Antho Panu, a 17-year-old,
remembers the day when Kamwina Nsapu militia came to
her village to recruit fighters to battle government soldiers.

“After the war, we will build a house for your parents. You
will have a better life when we win the war,” one of them told
her. “I wanted to make my parents happy so I accepted,”
Panu told AFP. “We went to enroll-me, my brother and a
n e i g h b o r h o o d
friend. “There were
some initiation rites
and then we became
Kamwina Nsapu
fighters,” the smiling
and plump adoles-
cent said, speaking
in Tshiluba, the main
language in Kasai.
The vast Kasai
region plunged into
violence in
September 2016, a
month after govern-
ment troops killed an influential local chieftain, Kamwina
Nsapu, who was opposed to the government in Kinshasa.

The militia, which also goes by the same name, took in
children as fighters. The unrest has claimed more than
3,380 lives and displaced at least 1.4 million people,
according to the Catholic church. The escalating crisis has
spurred efforts to raise funds for humanitarian aid for DR
Congo, a mineral-rich yet deeply poor and chronically
unstable country. Donors meeting in Geneva on Friday
pledged $528 million (428 million euros) a major step, but
still less than a quarter of the $2.2 billion that the UN says
is needed to help people in the DRC and hundreds of
thousands of refugees abroad.

Ordeal by fire  
Panu’s parents didn’t want her to go but eventually gave

in. Like many other girls, she was sent to the front line.
“The first time we went to fight the soldiers, several of us
were killed,” Panu said. Panu said she and her peers wore
traditional magic fetishes that they believed would protect
them.  “We served as shields for the fighters. I was never
hit by a bullet because 

I respected the taboos: I did not eat meat or certain
vegetables and I also shunned oil that had been used for

frying,” she said. But she left
their ranks when she learned that
army soldiers were rounding up
children who were fighting
alongside militiamen. Panu
returned to her family. A sister
took her in and then made her go
to a priest who stripped off her
magic charms. She dreams of
joining a music school and
“becoming a big artist.” “This
time around, I want to earn my
living properly and not harm
anyone. I want to please my par-
ents,” she said.

‘Just want to be normal’   
But Angele, also 17, whose full name was withheld, was

not so lucky. A soldier’s daughter, she left the militia last
year and went to live with her uncle and aunt. “My aunt
always regarded me as a criminal. She always said she did-
n’t want a fighter in the house,” Angele said. “I just want to
become the normal girl I used to be,” she said in a quaver-
ing voice. “I want people to see me as just a girl and love
me like they used to.” About 500 child soldiers - 93 of
them girls-have left the militia since April last year and
registered with the UNICEF-supported National Catholic
Child Association (BNCE) in Kananga, a major city in

Kasai.  Housed at the centre, many children show signs of
trauma and have behavioral problems including aggres-
sion, panic attacks, insomnia and bouts of crying, said
Rebecca, a woman working at the centre.

“We provide therapy on a case-by-case basis,” she
said. Some children are sti l l  being tracked by the
authorities, according to the BNCE. Kasai prosecutors
for instance want to jail 11 ex-child fighters who had

been released from custody, it said.  Djikenga Ilungu
said he had been recruited by force and escaped when
he learnt that “NGOs were asking children to leave” the
Kamwina Nsapu. 

“We’ve done and seen horrible things-killed people,
seen others die. It was really very difficult. I now hope to
learn tailoring and want a normal life and to be accepted
by others,” the 17-year-old said.—AFP 

Horror and fear 
grip survivors of 
Congo hidden war 

At least 1.4 
million people

displaced

KANANGA: A teacher gives a math class at a school which assists with integrating former child soldiers, who were
affiliated with the local anti-government militia. —AFP 

Syria airstrikes 
punitive but not 
game-changing
BEIRUT: Western powers have carried out their biggest
attack yet against the Syrian regime but analysts say the
strikes were a mostly “punitive” measure that will not
change the course of the conflict. Exactly a week after a
suspected chemical attack that medics say killed dozens of
civilians in the rebel town of Douma, the United States,
France and Britain acted on their retaliation threats.
Warships, fighters jets and cruise missiles were used in the
coordinated operation that struck military infrastructure
and sites allegedly used to develop and manufacture
chemical weapons.

US President Donald Trump hailed the operation as
“perfectly executed” but analysts stressed its scope was
limited and Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s military
strength remained virtually intact. “This is punitive, a disci-
plinary measure. The message carried by the strikes is
more political than military,” said Sasha al-Alou, a Syria
expert at the Turkey-based Omran think tank. Paris said
that Moscow, the main ally of Damascus, had been warned
of the strikes. 

And the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a
Britain-based war monitor, said the targeted sites had
been evacuated before the missiles struck before dawn on
Saturday. “The goal was mainly political: it was to bring
back deterrence and show the Syrian regime it no longer
had impunity,” said Bruno Tertrais, from the Foundation for
Strategic Research, a French think tank.

`
A year ago, 59 US cruise missiles had been fired at a

regime base in northern Syria in response to a sarin gas
attack that had killed more than 80 civilians. “The balance
of power remains unchanged,” said Karim Bitar, from the

Paris-based Institute of International and Strategic Affairs.
“All Russian sites were carefully avoided. The West wanted
to avert an escalation and all-out conflict,” he added.

The Western strikes will do little to slow the military
reconquest which, with backing from Russia and Iran, has
seen Assad reclaim more than half of Syrian territory. The
use of chemical weapons, such as chlorine, sparks interna-
tional indignation but is far from being the most lethal
weapon in the regime’s arsenal. “What is the benefit of
such an action by the West if it does not yield the immedi-
ate halting of all violence and crimes against the Syrian
people,” said Raphael Pitti, a French doctor and activist.

According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights,
more than 1,700 civilians were killed in a two-month,
Russian-backed assault to retake Eastern Ghouta, an area
that stayed a rebel-held enclave on Assad’s doorstep for
five years. Only a fraction of the victims are thought to
have been killed by chemical weapons. Most of them died
under a rain of conventional bombs and missiles, as well as
crude improvised munitions known as barrel bombs. The
main town in Eastern Ghouta, and the last to have escaped
government control, is Douma, the site of the alleged
chemical attack on April 7 that prompted the unprece-
dented Western reaction.—AFP

Syrian army hails 
full recapture of
Ghouta’s enclave
DAMASCUS: The Syrian army has declared that all
anti-regime forces have left Eastern Ghouta, after a
blistering two month offensive on the rebel enclave on
the outskirts of the capital. The announcement, which
represents a key strategic victory for President Bashar
Al-Assad, came just hours after US-led strikes pounded
Syrian government targets in response to a suspected
chemical attack on the enclave’s main town of Douma.

“All terrorists have left Douma, the last of their hold-
outs in Eastern Ghouta,” state news agency SANA
quoted an army spokesman as saying Saturday, using
the regime’s usual term for rebels. “Areas of Eastern
Ghouta in rural Damascus have been fully cleansed of
terrorism,” an army spokesman also said in a statement
delivered on state television. At the start of the year
Eastern Ghouta was a sprawling semi-rural area just
east of Damascus, home to almost 400,000 inhabitants,
which had already endured several years under a gov-
ernment siege that slashed access to food, medicine and
other goods.

The Syrian government and allied forces launched a
massive assault on February 18 to retake the enclave,
which had been out of regime control since 2012. The
intense bombardment killed some 1,700 civilians
according to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights,
a Britain-based monitor, and pulverized the area, reduc-
ing many neighborhoods to rubble. Damascus has been
accused of carrying out an April 7 chemical weapons
attack on Douma, the final part of the enclave where
rebels were balking at a Russian-brokered deal to evac-
uate them to northern Syria.

The United States, France and Britain responded

Saturday with pre-dawn strikes on alleged regime
chemical weapons sites. The allies have since signaled
their resolve to return to diplomacy, launching a new
bid at the United Nations to investigate chemical
weapons attacks in the country. A team of experts from
the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons is in Damascus and expected to investigate
the site of the suspected chemical attack.

Strategic target
Assad had made the reconquest of Eastern Ghouta

a strategic goal. The Islamist group Jaish al-Islam
rebel group, which was in control of Douma, has said it
only agreed to leave because of the Syrian govern-
ment’s purported use of toxic chemicals on Douma,
which medics said killed more than 40 people. The
group has slammed the Western strikes as insufficient,
as Assad maintains his grip on the war-ravaged coun-
try. “Punishing the instrument of the crime while keep-
ing the criminal-a farce,” wrote Mohammad Alloush, a
key member of Jaish al-Islam. Syria and Russia have
both denied using chemical weapons and said the
claims were fabrications used to justify Western mili-
tary action.

Mine clearing   
The two-month assault on Eastern Ghouta sparked

an international outcry, with the head of the United
Nations describing the conditions endured by civilians
there as “hell on Earth”. Few convoys of humanitarian
aid were allowed in while rights groups and aid organi-
zations also condemned the targeting of medical facili-
ties across the besieged territory.

Dozens of civilians in government-controlled central
Damascus were also killed by rockets and mortar
rounds fired from Eastern Ghouta by the rebel groups
that held it. On Saturday Syria’s internal security forces
entered Douma, after the last convoy of buses trans-
porting members of Jaish Al-Islam and their relatives
left the town. The Syrian army said a clean up operation
was under way in the battered enclave. “Engineering
units are starting to clear the mines and explosives

sewn by the terrorists in the town to allow the rest of
the units to secure the liberated areas and prepare them
for the return of civilians to their homes,” the army
spokesman said.

Thousands of civilians who fled the offensive have
already returned to areas previously retaken by the
army and allied forces. A large number of Eastern

Ghouta residents were bussed to the northern province
of Idlib, which is largely outside government control
and hosts several jihadist and other rebel groups. 

The civil war started in 2011 with the brutal repres-
sion of anti-government protests. Assad has managed
to cling on to power, retaking swathes of territory with
the help of ally Russia.—AFP

NAJAF: Iraqi men hold their national flag as they attend a demonstration against the western bombings of
Syria yesterday in Najaf.  —AFP 

DOUMA: People walk down a street in the Eastern Ghouta town of Douma after Syrian government
forces entered the last rebel bastion. —AFP 
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A major escalation for French and British forces

New tests for Macron, May with 
first major military operations

PARIS: Shortly after coming to power last year,
Emmanuel Macron mused to a friend about the role of
president. “You go through stages,” he said. “Innocence
is not allowed.” On Friday night, like British Prime
Minister Theresa May, he ordered his first major mili-
tary intervention. Early Saturday, French and British air-
craft took part in a wave of strikes against Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime in response to
alleged chemical weapons attacks.

Though already active in a US-led coalition combat-
ing the Islamic State jihadist group in the region, the
strikes against Assad represented a major escalation for
French and British forces. Macron, who faces a battle
with trade unions at home over rail reforms, was widely
seen as facing the sternest test yet of his foreign policy
and commander-in-chief
mettle. “We cannot tol-
erate the normalization
of the use of chemical
weapons,” he said in a
statement on Saturday,
adding that “the facts
and the responsibility of
the Syrian regime are
not in doubt”.

Red lines  
Around the same

time as he was musing
about power to his
friend Philippe Besson after his election victory last
May, Macron also laid out a clear policy on using mili-
tary force in Syria. In the same month, with Russian
President Vladimir Putin at his side, Macron said that
further use of chemical weapons in Syria would be a
“red line” that would trigger a response.

Having said Thursday that he had “proof” that Assad
was responsible-which is denied by the regime-analysts
saw Macron as having no choice but to go ahead with
strikes. “When you fix red lines, if you don’t know how
to make sure they are respected, you’re choosing to be

weak,” Macron told The Guardian newspaper last June.
“That’s not my choice.” Many French officials still bristle
as they recall how former US president Barack Obama
had set a red line too over the use of chemical weapons
in Syria, only to pull back at the last minute in 2013.

But in carrying through with his threat, Macron will
be testing how far he can go against an intransigent
Russia, which has denounced the strikes against Syria.
Macron, who has made no secret of his ambitions for
playing a key role in Middle East diplomacy, is heading
to Washington for a state visit this month, before a visit
with Putin in Russia in May. French Foreign Minister
Jean-Yves Le Drian said Saturday that the Russia visit
was still on despite the heightened tensions.

‘Not taken lightly’  
The Elysee Palace said

the president wanted the
UN Security Council to
resume talks on Syria that
Paris would “work seri-
ously” with Russia.  “The
UN Security Council
must now resume, in uni-
ty, the initiative on the
political, chemical and
humanitarian aspects in
Syria, to ensure the pro-
tection of civilians and for
the country to finally find

peace,” it said in a statement on Saturday.
May spoke on the telephone to Macron and US

President Donald Trump, her Downing Street office
said, in which they agreed the strikes “had been a
success”. A spokeswoman said: “The prime minister
welcomed the public support which had been given
by fellow world leaders for the strong stand the
UK, France and the United States had taken in
degrading Syria’s chemical weapons capability and
deterring their use; defending global rules; and
sending a clear message that the use of chemical

weapons can never become normalized.” For May,
whose time in office has been consumed by extract-
ing her country from the European Union, the Syria
crisis presents a new headache. British involvement in
military interventions abroad is controversial in a
country still haunted by its role in the 2003 US-led
invasion of Iraq. “There is no graver decision that a
prime minister can take than to send service person-
nel into combat. It is a decision that I have not taken
lightly,” May told reporters on Saturday.

British lawmakers voted down taking military action
against Damascus in 2013, in what was widely viewed
as an assertion of parliamentary sovereignty on the use
of force. But in an earlier statement Saturday, May said
there was “no practicable alternative to the use of
force”, insisting it had been “right and legal” to go
ahead, and without consulting MPs. A YouGov poll in
The Times newspaper conducted this week found that
43 percent of voters oppose strikes in Syria, with 34
percent unsure and only 22 percent supportive. —AFP

For May, Syria 
crisis presents 
new headache

NANTES: A cyclist stands next to a sign reading ‘Macron is mistaken’ (in a play of word with mistaken-
Trompe and Trump) during a joint protest of French SNCF railway workers and students in Nantes, western
France. —AFP

News in brief

Air China flight diverted 

BEIJING: An Air China flight was diverted yesterday
after a male passenger brandishing a fountain pen held
a crew member hostage, aviation authorities said. The
flight left Changsha, capital of the central province of
Hunan, at 8:40am en route to Beijing. It landed in
Zhengzhou, the capital of neighboring Henan province,
just over an hour later after the man threatened the
crew member. “The incident was successfully dealt
with by 1:17pm, and passengers and crew members are
safe,” according to a statement from the Civil Aviation
Administration of China, which said a man used a pen
as a threatening device. A photo posted by China
News Service showed a handful of firefighters stand-
ing in front of a row of fire trucks outside Zhengzhou
airport. —AFP 

Israel destroys tunnel 

JERUSALEM: Israel’s army said yesterday it had
destroyed a Hamas tunnel crossing from the Gaza Strip
into its territory after more than two weeks of tension
along the border of the Palestinian enclave.  Defense
Minister Avigdor Lieberman said it was the longest
and deepest Gazan tunnel discovered by Israel. The
tunnel crossed into Israeli territory by several meters
but did not yet have an exit point, military spokesman
Jonathan Conricus told journalists.  Israel destroyed
the tunnel-which it said connected to several others
within Gaza and could have been used for attacks-by
filling it with material to make it inoperative. “We filled
the tunnel with material that renders it useless for a
very long period of time,” Conricus said. Explosives
were not used. —AFP 

Montenegro holds poll 

PODGORICA: The people of Montenegro began vot-
ing yesterday in polls expected to see pro-Western
six-time former prime minister Milo Djukanovic elect-
ed as president of the tiny Balkan nation that is aspir-
ing to join the EU. Having dominated politics in the for-
mer Yugoslav republic for nearly 25 years, Djukanovic
stepped down as prime minister in October 2016. He
announced his comeback bid last month. The 56-year-
old economist wants to take the predominantly
Orthodox country, a part of which has strong pro-
Russia sympathies, into the European Union following
its admission to NATO in 2017.If he wins the presiden-
cy, currently a ceremonial post, it is expected to
become the real seat of power in the country of
620,000 people.  —AFP 

Timbuktu ‘terror’ attack

BAMAKO: A rocket and car bomb attack left one UN
peacekeeper dead, a dozen wounded and another
dozen French soldiers hurt at Timbuktu’s airport area,
Mali’s security ministry said Saturday. “A terrorist
attack targeted” France’s Barkhan camp as well as UN
troops stationed outside the northern Mali city during
the afternoon, the ministry said on Facebook. A dozen
rockets were fired at the two camps with gunmen
dressed as UN blue helmets riding two vehicles rigged
with bombs. “One of the vehicles exploded, while the
second bearing the UN sign was halted,” the statement
said. The ministry said the latest casualty toll was one
UN soldier dead, a dozen wounded, five of them seri-
ously, and a dozen French soldiers also hurt. —AFP 

Thousands march in 
Barcelona to protest 
jailing of separatists 
BARCELONA: Thousands of people began marching in
Barcelona yesterday to protest the jailing of nine Catalan
separatist leaders facing trial on “rebellion” charges. Many
chanted “Freedom for the political prisoners” as they
massed on the Parallel Avenue, one of the city’s main
streets, wearing yellow scarves, sweaters or jackets-the
color chosen to show solidarity with the jailed leaders. The
march was called by a platform set up in March to “defend
Catalan institutions” and “the rights and fundamental free-
doms” of its citizens.

The protest was backed by the Catalan branches of
Spain’s two largest trade unions, the CCOO and the UGT,
sparking unease among union members who oppose inde-
pendence for the wealthy northeastern region. “There have
been tensions (among unions members) just like in the rest
of the Catalan society,” the secretary general of the
Catalan branch of UGT, Camil Ros, told AFP on Saturday
on the eve of the march. “But it is not a separatist protest.
It is time to build bridges and the Catalan problem cannot
be solved through the courts but by dialogue and politics,”
he added.

‘Manufacture separatists’ 
The demonstration comes ten days after a German

court dismissed an extradition request for Catalonia’s
ousted separatist president Carles Puigdemont on grounds
of rebellion and released him on bail. Spanish prosecutors
last week handed over new information to Germany they
hope will prove the use of violence which would justify the
rebellion charge against Puigdemont and their extradition
request. Puigdemont is also accused of misuse of public
funds for staging an independence referendum in
Catalonia on October 1 despite it having been ruled

unconstitutional by the courts. Alex de Ferrer, a 50-year-
old IT specialist, said he ‘planned to take part in the
protest because jailing separatist leaders “only serves to
manufacture separatists”.

The independence movement is “a bit decapitated” fol-
lowing the arrests of its leaders but “this is temporary”,
added de Ferrer, who supports leftist separatist party ERC,
whose leader Oriol Junqueras is in jail. Across Catalonia
people are wearing yellow ribbons or displaying posters of
yellow ribbons from their balconies and windows in sign of
support for the nine jailed separatist leaders, who they
consider to be “political prisoners”. Spain’s justice minis-
ter, Rafael Catala, has called the use of yellow ribbons
“insulting”, arguing there are no political prisoners in
Spain, instead there are “politicians in prison”.

Political limbo 
Since October 16 the leaders of Catalonia’s two largest

pro-independence groups-Jordi Sanchez of the ANC and
Jordi Cuixart of Omnium Jordi Cuixart  have been in jail
while they await their trial for rebellion. Prosecutors say
the two men played central roles in orchestrating pro-
independence protests in September in Barcelona which
trapped national police inside a government building and
destroyed their vehicles. They are also accused of mobiliz-
ing thousands of pro-independence supporters to prevent
police from stopping the October 1 independence referen-
dum from going ahead. “What makes me sad is the accu-
sation of violence, which never existed,” Sanchez said in
December on Twitter.

He was elected as a lawmaker in snap polls in Catalonia
in December and has been proposed two times as a can-
didate to lead a new Catalan regional government but a
judge refused both times to allow him to leave jail to be
sworn in. Six other Catalan separatist leaders are in jail in
Spain for rebellion, along with Junqueras and the leaders
of the grassroots separatist groups. Catalonia has been in
political limbo since Spain’s conservative central govern-
ment imposed direct rule on the region after it unilateral-
ly declared independence in October. Fresh regional
elections will be triggered if a new leader is not elected
by May 22. —AFP

BARCELONA: People march during a demonstration to sup-
port Catalan pro-independence jailed leaders and politicians
yesterday. —AFP

In a stunning book, 
former FBI director 
sheds moral high 
ground for politics
WASHINGTON: James Comey, the FBI director fired by President
Donald Trump last year over the Russia meddling investigation, has
always worn his professionalism and principles on his sleeve. But
with his new book, which describes the US president as a mercuri-
al, congenital liar, Comey has plunged headfirst into Washington’s
noxious political pit and risked losing the moral authority that has
long protected him.  Other Federal Bureau of Investigation chiefs
have published memoirs. 

“A Higher Loyalty: Truth, Lies and Leadership,” goes where
no other has: an open assault on the authority of the leader of
the world’s most powerful nation.  That is the game of
Washington politicians and pundits, a world Comey disdains as
a member of the elite guild of lawyer-bureaucrats from the
Justice Department. “As I was quickly learning,” he writes of one
of his first times in the White House, in the early 2000s,
“Washington was a city where everyone seemed to question
other people’s loyalties and motivations, most often when they
weren’t in the room.”

Plunge into politics
Now the 57-year-old veteran federal investigator has readily

joined that world. In doing so he has provided Republicans fod-
der to defend Trump.  “I can’t think of anyone who’s done a bet-
ter job of politicizing the FBI than he has in the last 36 to 48
hours,” said Republican Congressman Trey Gowdy.  “The writing

of the book in general and then some of the things that he’s talk-
ing about are just frankly beneath the dignity of some really
important offices he once held,” he said on Fox News.
Washington national security lawyer Bradley Moss said Comey’s
claim to the moral high ground has always been weak. “Comey is
not a saint. Never has been and I don’t think anyone should have
expected him to be,” Moss wrote online. “He’s made a name for
himself in taking moral stands at critical political moments.”
While Comey supporters mostly held back from comment till
they read the full book, which has not been officially released,
some defended his credibility.  Former Director of National
Intelligence James Clapper told CNN he had “every confidence”
in the accuracy of Comey’s book. “I think it above all is a truthful
portrayal of Jim’s observations, his feelings and what occurred,”
Clapper said. And Moss added to his comments: “Comey is still
infinitely more credible than the president.”

Settling the score
“A Higher Loyalty” is an intimate view of FBI investigations

and prosecutions over Comey’s career.  But, in writing about the
sitting president, he is settling accounts after 18 months of being
thrashed publicly by Trump as a liar. He compares Trump to a
mafia don, demanding loyalty oaths, immoral and “untethered to
truth.” The Trump presidency is a “forest fire,” he says. He casts
himself as an oracle and a savior, his clarion warning for America
to get back on the path to truth and justice. Donald Trump
“threatens much of what is good in this nation,” he says.

Comey’s idol is theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, who injected lib-
eral Protestant ethics into Washington politics in the middle of the
20th century, shaping a generation of policy makers with some-
what firmer moral backbones.  But Comey’s critics see him as now
just another player of the political ring. The Republicans launched
a website to counter the book, dubbing him “Lyin’ Comey.” Trump
on Friday called for him to be prosecuted. “He is a weak and
untruthful slime ball who was, as time has proven, a terrible
Director of the FBI,” Trump tweeted.

‘Deep State’ attacks
Comey might be better seen in the light of Washington

Under Trump, where other top officials expected to fade
into the background have instead become powerfully
vocal anti-Trump forces: Clapper (a Comey pal) and for-
mer CIA directors Michael Hayden and John Brennan.
They too have stunned Washington with their warnings
of the dangers the president poses to the United States.
That in turn stokes Trump’s counter, which resonates
through his conservative base, that he is being under-
mined by the unelected “Deep State.” As Comey wrote,
“What is happening now is not normal. It is not fake
news, it is not okay.” —AFP

WASHINGTON: These two photos show FBI Director James
Comey (left) and US President Donald Trump. Trump
launched into another Twitter tirade against James Comey
yesterday, hours before the broadcast of an extended inter-
view with the fired former FBI director about his interactions
with the US president. —AFP
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Chinese, Japanese 
ministers pave way 
for rare summits
TOKYO: The leaders of China and Japan are
expected to pay reciprocal visits as relations
between their countries warm, the Japanese for-
eign minister said yesterday.  After rare talks with
his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi, Taro Kono said
the ministers had “forward-looking” and “fulfill-
ing” discussions about rebuilding ties between the
Asian powers. They agreed that Japan would host
a trilateral summit between Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang and South
Korean President Moon Jae-in, without setting a
date. After such a meeting, they hoped to organ-
ize reciprocal visits by Abe and Chinese President
Xi Jinping, Kono said.

“We agreed to fully improve the bilateral rela-
tions through exchanges of the leaders ... with
Premier Li’s visit at the time of the trilateral talks
as the starting step,” Kono told reporters.
However, Kono warned there would be “no true
improvement of Japan-China relations without
stability in the East China Sea”. “We agreed the
importance of making it a sea of peace, coopera-
tion and friendship,” he said. The world’s second
and third largest economies have a fraught rela-
tionship, complicated by longstanding maritime
disputes and Japan’s wartime legacy.

The dispute over islands in the East China
Sea-known as the “Senkakus” in Japanese and
the “Diaoyu” by the Chinese-remains a source
of tension. But Tokyo is eager to get the rela-
tionship back on a firmer footing, especially as
it fears being shut out of negotiations on North
Korea’s nuclear program in which Beijing is
likely to be a major player. China demonstrated
its significant influence over its reclusive ally
when Xi hosted the North’s leader Kim Jong-un
and his wife in Beijing last month. With Moon
and US President Donald Trump preparing for
separate direct talks with Kim, Japan fears
being left on the sidelines.

‘Complete denuclearization’   
Kono, who visited Beijing in January, stressed

that the two countries share the same goal on
North Korea. “We had direct and in-depth dis-
cussions on North Korea in light of the current
situation,” he told reporters after the meeting,
without revealing details. “We confirmed that we
shall continue our close coordination while also
completely implementing related UN Security
Council resolutions to realize the irreversible, ver-
ifiable and complete denuclearization of North
Korea and its missiles.”

Wang, a former ambassador to Japan, said his
visit was China’s response to “positive” messages
and policies from Tokyo but acknowledged “some
complex and sensitive elements”. “But together
with Japan’s efforts... we would like to bring
China-Japan relations back on a path of sustain-
able and normal development.” Abe, who is due to
meet Trump in Florida on Tuesday to discuss
North Korea, will meet Wang on Monday. The
time is ripe for the two nations to improve rela-
tions to mark the 40th anniversary of their 1978
Treaty of Peace and Friendship, both ministers
said. Wang, who will be in Tokyo until Tuesday,
will also take part in the fourth China-Japan High-
level Economic Dialogue.— AFP

Amid violence, Afghans register 
to vote in long-delayed elections 

Power outage hits Kabul after militants attack pylon
KABUL: Afghanistan has begun registering voters across
the war-torn country as it tries to ensure that long-delayed
legislative elections scheduled for October are seen as cred-
ible and fraud-free. In an operation that began at the week-
end and will last for two months, authorities hope to register
up to 14 million adults at more than 7,000 polling centers-
an ambitious goal in a country where militants control or
contest much of the territory. “The main challenge is insecu-
rity, particularly in rural areas,” Abdul Badie Sayad, chair-
man of the Independent
Election Commission
(IEC) said recently.

In addition to the
Taleban and Islamic State
group terrorizing swathes
of the population, “local
powers, illegal militias and
strongmen will try to
interfere” in the parlia-
mentary and district
council elections, Sayad
predicted. A shortage of
female staff at polling
centers, particularly in
conservative rural areas, could also impede participation by
women in the polls, seen as a test run for next year’s presi-
dential election. “Women won’t be given permission from
their families to reach the registration centers, where they
may be asked to remove their burqa to show their faces,”
Sayad said.

In Kabul on Saturday police stood guard at a school
being used as a registration centre but only a handful of men
showed up. Mohammad Hussein, a 54-year-old shopkeeper,
said he wanted to vote for a candidate “able to bring about
change in this country”. “I voted in 2010 but I made a mis-
take-the MP didn’t bring any change. This time I need to vote
for someone who works without taking bribes,” Hussein said.
The turnout was no better yesterday when AFP returned to
the registration centre, but IEC employee Abdul Samin said it
would improve.  

“I am sure once public awareness increases through the
media and advertisements, then the registration process will

get busier,” Samin said.  The October 20 polls were origi-
nally set to be held in 2015 following presidential elections
the previous year, but were repeatedly pushed back due to
security fears and logistical problems within the fragile uni-
ty government.  If held, candidates will contest the 249
seats in the National Assembly for five-year terms. The
country will also hold regional elections in tandem in hun-
dreds of districts across Afghanistan-some of which are
outside Kabul’s control.

‘Political chaos’ a risk 
Over the coming weeks

the IEC hopes to register 13-
14 million people at centers
where they will later be
required to cast their vote, a
move which officials hope
will reduce the risk of ballot-
box stuffing.    A television
advertising campaign has
been launched to persuade
people that their votes will
count-a challenging task
after a disputed presidential
election in 2014.

“We are trying very hard to increase the confidence of
the public, to increase the legitimacy of the elections,” Sayad
said. Another hurdle to voter registration is the lack of
national identification cards, or taskeras, particularly among
women. Just over half the population has a taskera and the
government hopes to issue another 10 million to enable more
people to register to vote, officials have said. But there are
concerns over how people living in areas controlled or con-
tested by insurgents will be able to register and vote safely.
Afghan security forces have been tasked with protecting
polling centers, even as they struggle to get the upper hand
against militants on the battlefield.  

President Ashraf Ghani on Saturday called on the Taleban
to take up his peace offer made in February to take part in
the elections “as a political party”. So far the Taleban, which
is expected to launch its traditional spring offensive in the
coming weeks, has not responded to Ghani’s proposal.
Despite international pressure on the government to hold

elections this year, some question whether October will be
too late. Holding the vote within months of the presidential
poll risked “electoral congestion and political chaos”,
Afghanistan Analysts Network’s Ali Yawar Adili warned in a
report this month.

Power outage 
In another development, a massive power outage in Kabul

has left many residents of the Afghan capital with no lights or
running water, officials said yesterday, after militants blew up
an electricity pylon in the restive north. A pre-dawn attack
Saturday on a transmission tower in Baghlan province left
Kabul with 95 megawatts, less than a quarter of its normal
power supply, said Wahid Tawhidi, a spokesman for power
utility Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS).

Efforts to repair the pylon had so far failed as heavy fight-
ing prevented a local DABS crew from reaching the site,
Tawhidi said. “Today when our team tried to go to the area,

rockets were fired at their vehicles and they had to turn
back,” he said. The provincial governor’s spokesman
Mahmood Haqmal said Taleban fighters had used a mine to
“bring down” the power line. “They have escaped the area
but some of them are still in the mountains, preventing engi-
neers from fixing the pylon,” Haqmal said. Taleban
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid told AFP that the militant
group had “cut a cable in Baghlan province”. 

This is the fourth outage in recent weeks caused by mili-
tant attacks on the power line transmitting electricity from
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. It has also affected neighboring
Nangarhar and Parwan provinces, Tawhidi said.  The Taleban
warned last month that they would continue to cut power to
Kabul unless their demands for electricity in areas under
their control in Baghlan and Kunduz provinces were met.
Residents in Kabul have been forced to make do with just an
hour of electricity a day, sparking a firestorm of complaints
on social media. —Agencies 

Authorities hope
to register up to 
14 million adults

North Korea marks 
the anniversary of 
birth of its founder
PYONGYANG: Thousands of North Korean devotees laid
flowers before statues of the country’s founder Kim Il
Sung yesterday on the anniversary of his birth. A constant
stream of soldiers in brown uniforms, work unit personnel
in suits, schoolchildren and families made their way to
Mansu hill in the centre of Pyongyang, where giant statues
of Kim and his son and successor look out over the capital.

“The great comrades Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il will
always be with us,” read a banner made of greenery. In
turn each group-including the occasional set of tourists-
approached the bronze edifices, most people with single
blooms, some carrying golden baskets of flowers, making
their offerings before assembling in formation.  “Let us
bow before the statues,” intoned an announcer half-hidden
by horticulture, prompting deep bows from civilians and
salutes from military detachments.

In front of the images stood a giant floral arrangement
on a golden stand from Kim Jong Un, Kim Il Sung’s grand-
son and the third of the dynasty to head the isolated and
impoverished but nuclear-armed country.  North Koreans
are taught from an early age to revere their leaders, and
portraits of the two late rulers gaze down in every home,
school and workplace in the country. The calendar is
packed with anniversaries relating to them and their
careers, and the accompanying rituals both demonstrate
and reinforce loyalty to the regime. April 15, known as the
Day of the Sun, is unquestionably the most important
anniversary and is sometimes marked with a military
parade, as it was last year.  

Visiting the statues reinforced her determination to
“realize the reunification of our country which the great
leaders wanted” and “uphold the leadership of the
respected Marshal Kim Jong Un”, said Second Lieutenant
Ryu Yong Jong, 25, who has been in the army for nine
years.  Ordinary North Koreans only ever express whole-
hearted support for their government when speaking to
foreign media. Later in the day, dancing parties-choreo-
graphed spectacles where citizens step and twirl to patri-
otic songs-were held, and crowds gathered on Kim Il Sung

Square to watch fireworks light up the Juche Tower, the
monument to Kim’s “self-reliance” philosophy that is the
world’s tallest stone tower.

Heavy medal
Authorities held a mass meeting of senior officials on

Saturday to mark the anniversary, but Kim Jong Un has
spent some of the period on the current spate of diploma-
cy involving the two Koreas. A summit with the South’s
President Moon Jae-in is due later this month, ahead of
talks with Donald Trump. On Saturday Kim met visiting
Chinese envoy Song Tao, pledging to improve a traditional
but battered relationship.  At a banquet for the delegation,
one wall was decorated with a mural of Kim shaking hands
with Chinese President Xi Jinping on his surprise trip to
Beijing last month.

The journey was Kim’s first overseas since inheriting

power. It ensured that the first foreign head of state he met
was the leader of the longstanding ally whose forces gave
his grandfather crucial support in the Korean War.  Senior
officials including  ceremonial head of state Kim Yong
Nam yesterday visited Mangyongdae outside Pyongyang,
where Kim Il Sung was born 106 years ago, the official
KCNA news agency reported.

They “looked round the historical relics showing the
noble traits of the President and his family members”, it
added. Kim Il Sung remains the North’s Eternal President
despite dying in 1994. His son passed away in 2011 but is
still Eternal General Secretary of the ruling Workers’ Party
of Korea. The Day of the Sun has been described as “Like
Christmas, but for Juche instead of Jesus”. Guides at
Mangyongdae sometimes use religious terminology them-
selves, describing a well at the site as containing “holy
water” and calling the day his “birthdaymas”. —AFP

Skepticism as 
Myanmar 
announces 
return of first 
Rohingya family
YANGON: Myanmar’s government said it
has repatriated the first family of Rohingya
refugees, among the 700,000 who fled a
brutal crackdown, but the move was
slammed by rights groups as a publicity
stunt which ignored warnings over the
security of returnees. The stateless Muslim
minority has been massing in squalid
refugee camps in Bangladesh since the
Myanmar army launched a ruthless cam-
paign against the community in northern
Rakhine state last August. The United
Nations says the operation amounts to
ethnic cleansing, but Myanmar has denied
the charge, saying its troops targeted
Rohingya militants.

Bangladesh and Myanmar vowed to
begin repatriation in January but the plan

has been repeatedly delayed as both sides
blame the other for a lack of preparation.
According to a Myanmar government
statement posted late Saturday, one family
of refugees became the first to be
processed in newly-built reception centers
earlier in the day. “The five members of a
family... came back to Taungpyoletwei town
repatriation camp in Rakhine state this
morning,” said a statement posted on the
Information Committee’s Facebook page.

Bangladesh’s refugee commissioner,
Mohammad Abul Kalam, told AFP the
Rohingya family had been living in a camp
erected on a patch of “no man’s land”
between the two countries, meaning Dhaka
had no formal role in their return.  Several
thousand Rohingya have been living in the
zone since August, crammed into a cluster
of tents beyond a barbed-wire fence that
roughly demarcates the border. The rest of
the refugees have settled in sprawling
camps in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar district.

“The reality is that the repatriation has
not started yet,” Bangladesh’s home min-
ister Asaduzzaman Khan told AFP yester-
day, adding that the single family’s return
was “not a meaningful act”. “We don’t
know when (repatriation) will start. They
have not been able to create a ground for
trust that they will take back these peo-
ple,” he added. According to the Myanmar

statement, immigration authorities provid-
ed the family with National Verification
Cards, a form of ID that falls short of citi-
zenship and has been rejected by many
Rohingya leaders who want full rights
before they return.

Photos posted by the government
showed one man, two women, a young girl
and a boy receiving the ID cards and get-
ting health checks. It said that the family
had been sent to stay “temporarily” with
relatives in Rakhine state’s Maungdaw
town after “finishing the repatriation
process”. Myanmar officials could not be

reached for more details. The Facebook
post did not mention plans for further
returnees expected in the near future.

The move comes amid warnings from
the UN and other rights groups that repa-
triation of Rohingya would be premature,
as Myanmar has yet to address the sys-
tematic legal discrimination and persecu-
tion the minority has faced for decades.
The Rohingya are reviled by many in the
Buddhist-majority country, where they are
branded as illegal “Bengali” immigrants
from Bangladesh, despite their deep roots
in Rakhine state. —AFP

KABUL: Afghan women work with the Independent Election Commission (IEC) waiting to register residents at
a voter registration center for the upcoming parliamentary and district council elections in Kabul. —AFP 

PYONGYANG: People bow as they pay their respects before the statues of late North Korean leaders Kim Il
Sung and Kim Jong Il, at Mansu hill in Pyongyang yesterday. - AFP 

MAUNGDAW: Myanmar immigration official hands over identification document
to an unidentified five member Rohingya family. —AFP 



It’s been a sweet spring for autocrats. Three of them - in
power in China, Egypt and Russia - are outside of what
is commonly thought of as the democratic West. But

the fourth, in Hungary, is in the West, and in the European
Union. That Viktor Orban, the newly re-elected leader in
Budapest, should fit into that company underscores the
power of this authoritarian trend.

The greatest of this group, Xi Jinping of China, was
acclaimed by the National Peoples’ Congress as presi-
dent for life in the second week of March. The follow-
ing week, Vladimir Putin of Russia received his fourth
mandate as president, with a higher vote than before.
Hardly had April begun when it was announced that
Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi had won 97 percent of the votes
to be re-elected as president of Egypt. And earlier last
week, Prime Minister Orban won his third straight
mandate for the leadership of Hungary, with a victory
still more crushing over the other parties than before.

In China, there was no opposition. Nor was there
in Egypt, since the one other candidate was widely
seen as someone pushed on to the ballot to give a
veneer of choice. In Russia, there was some opposi-
tion - including from a Communist-backed mini-oligarch
and a liberal young TV star who is the daughter of Putin’s
former mentor. But the radical opponent, Alexei Navalny,
was disqualified even though he would not have won, since
he was banned from the state-controlled media and little
known in much of the country.

Orban, by contrast, has some right to call himself demo-
cratically-elected. There were real parties, to his left and
right, who wanted to win and who believed they might at
least substantially reduce his grip on parliament. However,
Orban’s Fidesz party won the two-thirds majority that
allows it to carry on making regular changes to the consti-
tution. The opposition parties didn’t succeed in clipping
the leader’s wings, and several leaders resigned, unable to
face again Orban’s granite-like block on political change.

Autocrat 
We can bracket Orban, 54, with the other autocrats for

two reasons. One, he has prepared the ground for the exer-
cise of a power less trammeled than in other democracies,
saying in 2014 that governments which were “not Western,
not liberal, not liberal democracies, and perhaps not even
democracies” could be most successful and competitive.

This frank embrace of systems which privilege success
(however defined) over the rules of the democratic game
opens up the vista for future Fidesz governments to reduce
still further the narrowed scope of Hungarian democratic
life and civil society in pursuit of further economic growth.

Second, as the Hungarian political scientist Andras
Biro-Nagy wrote after the election, Orban’s victory stems
from three factors: “the systematic weakening of Hungary’s
democratic system, the success of Orban’s anti-immigra-
tion platform, and the fragmentation of the opposition.”
That weakening includes discrimination against opposition
media, mainly by depriving them of state advertising and
ensuring most TV channels are in the hands of the state or
government allies. After the election, monitors from the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe said

that the polls had been “characterized by a pervasive over-
lap between state and ruling party resources, undermining
contestants’ ability to compete on an equal basis.”

The fragmentation of the opposition, especially on the
left, has been much helped by the opposition itself. Its pre-
vious incompetence in government, its association with
deep cuts in living standards and changes to the electoral
laws which have discriminated against all opposition par-
ties have rendered near powerless the socialists and the
small liberal parties.

But Orban’s adamant stance against the entrance of all
but a few migrants has been the key element of his suc-
cess. A recent biography by the veteran Hungarian-born
correspondent Paul Lendvai shows that Orban has tra-
versed a political spectrum in his rise to power. He co-
founded Fidesz as an open and liberal party, criticizing the
then-ruling parties for excessive patriotism; now, he uses
his defiance of European Union pressure to admit immi-
grants to Hungary to rally his people round his no-migrant
policy by reviving their deep-seated feeling of victimhood
after a 20th century of disasters and massive loss of terri-
tory, and their determination to survive as a unique, if iso-
lated, people.

The Hungarian leader has, over the past year, chosen
George Soros, the Hungarian-born Jewish-American bil-
lionaire who finances liberal, pro-EU, pro-immigration
NGOs in Hungary and elsewhere, as enemy number one.
The campaign, backed by a huge poster campaign featur-
ing Soros’ face, has attracted charges of anti-Semitism -
though none of the propaganda makes that prejudice
overt. Both the EU and the Vatican now stand against
Orban - who enthusiastically embraced Calvinist
Christianity after a secular youth and presents himself as
the savior of Christian Europe. Where the Hungarian pre-
mier has defined himself as being against migrants, espe-
cially those from Muslim countries, Pope Francis has
defined himself as their protector.  —Reuters
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Washington Watch

By Dr James J Zogby 

To say that the situation in Gaza is deplorable and
desperate is an understatement. That impover-
ished strip of land on the Eastern Mediterranean

has been deplorable and desperate for decades. I trav-
eled to Gaza many times during the 1990s, in my
capacity as co-Chair of Builders for Peace, which was a
project launched by Vice President Al Gore to help
grow the Palestinian economy. My colleagues and I
were unprepared for what we found. Secretary of
Commerce Ron Brown, who led one of these delega-
tions, described what he saw as “worse than Soweto”. 

During the first quarter century of its occupation,
Israel pursued a policy described by Sara Roy as the
“de-development of Gaza”. There was no investment
in infrastructure, with the local population reduced to
a cheap pool of labor working either as day laborers in
Israel or as poorly paid sub-contractors working for
Israeli exporters. The poverty of the place was palpa-
ble, as was the congestion. Gaza is among the most
densely populated places on earth.

Because 70 percent of Gazans are refugees living
in camps, they received education, some medical and
social services thanks the UNWRA - the United
Nations agency created to provide for Palestinian
refugees. But not much more. In Jabalya Camp, we saw
little children walking through a pool of water in the
middle of a dirt road. Since it hadn’t rained in days, we
asked about the source of the water and were horri-
fied to learn that it was open sewage - the result of the
fact that there were no paved roads in that part of the
camp and no sewage system. 

The Strip’s best agricultural land had been taken by
Israeli settlers. Palestinians who farmed on the land
that remained had difficulty exporting their product
unless they worked with Israeli middlemen reducing
their ability to make a sustainable profit. We heard the
same complaint from small manufacturers. 

A number of the American business leaders that
Builders for Peace brought on our visits were interest-
ed in investing and developing partnerships with
Palestinian businesses but were discouraged from
doing so when they learned that there would be
restrictions on their ability to import raw materials and
export finished products. 

A visit to the border revealed the hardships faced
by the tens of thousands of Gazans who relied on day
labor employment in Israel. Because, by Israeli law
they could not overnight in Israel and they were forced
to leave their homes before dawn to get to the border
before 6 am in hopes of being selected for a day’s
work in construction, agriculture or janitorial services.
The lucky ones were loaded on trucks taken to their
jobs and, at the end of the day, they were driven back
to the border. Exhausted, they got home late at night
to sleep and then to repeat the process the next day. 

In 1996, I was honored to be a part of the Carter
Center’s team monitoring the first Palestinian election.
The lines of voters were long and the excitement was
real. I documented poignant scenes of men and
women spending long hours waiting for their chance
to cast their first-ever ballots in an election they
believed was to be the first step to independence.

The last time I went to Gaza during the Clinton
Administration, I accompanied President Clinton as he
addressed a meeting of the Palestine National Council
and cut the ribbon opening Gaza’s new airport.
Despite Palestinian (and US) frustration with the
Netanyahu government’s declared intention to end the
Oslo peace process, there was still hope in the air. 

As desperate and deplorable as conditions were in
Gaza back then, in many ways, those were the “good
years”. Likud hardline policies, violence, and provoca-
tion, coupled with Hamas’ instigated acts of terrorism
served to make a bad situation worse. Ariel Sharon’s
decision to unilaterally withdraw from Gaza and his
refusal (despite US Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice’s entreaties) to allow for an orderly hand-off of the
administration of the Strip to the Palestinian Authority,
paved the way for an eventual Hamas take-over.

Blockade 
What followed was a complete Israeli blockade of

Gaza, creating even greater Palestinian impoverish-
ment. Three punishing Israeli wars on Gaza (in 2008,
2012, and 2014) left over 3,800 Palestinians dead,
15,000 wounded, and an already dilapidated infra-
structure even more devastated by deliberate Israeli
targeting of civilian sites, like a sewage reservoir and a
chicken processing plant. In all three wars, there was
clear evidence that Israel committed war crimes. 

The blockade was especially cruel with the Israelis
allowing in only enough food to provide for the minimum
caloric intake to sustain life and no support to infrastruc-
ture repair. Ninety-five percent of Gaza’s water is con-
taminated and undrinkable and most residents receive
only between two to four hours of electricity daily.
Poverty levels have reached extreme levels as has unem-
ployment. For the last three decades, youth unemploy-
ment has hovered between 70 percent to 80 percent -
meaning that most young Palestinians in Gaza have never
had a job and have no prospect of a job. It breaks my
heart when I read of the despair of a young protester in
Gaza who was recently quoted saying “No peace, no jobs,
no unity, and no future, so what difference would death
make? If we are going to die, then let it not be in vain”.

NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the
Arab American Institute 

Gaza deserves 
our support

Orban and the autocratic spring

Stance against 
migrants key 

element of 
his success

Same old US 
tensions as Cuba 
gets new leader

With Donald Trump in the White
House, the end of the Castro era
in Cuba next week is unlikely to

bring warmer relations, analysts say.
President Raul Castro will step down on
April 19, ending nearly 60 years of Castro
family rule after his brother Fidel seized
power during the 1959 Communist revolu-
tion. Decades of Cold War tension with the
United States followed, until Trump’s prede-
cessor Barack Obama and Raul Castro in
Dec 2014 announced a warming of relations. 

The two countries reopened their
embassies and Obama made a historic visit
to Cuba in 2016. But Trump vowed to crack
down when he assumed office in Jan 2017.
He tightened restrictions on US travelers to
Cuba, and relations have cooled. Raul
Castro’s Vice President Miguel Diaz-Canel,
57, is poised to assume the presidency -
but his ascension still needs to be formally
confirmed. He would be the first Cuban
leader not to have fought in the revolution,
but analysts say US domestic politics will
play a more crucial role in shaping Havana-
Washington ties.

“Unless Diaz-Canel or another comes
along and changes things radically, I don’t
imagine there is going to be much change,”
said Elizabeth Newhouse, director of the
Cuba program at the Center for
International Policy, a Washington-based
research and advocacy group. This is
because it will not do Trump any good
politically to change his views towards
Cuba, she said. His supporters in Florida -
a state whose lawmakers lead the way on
Cuba policy - “want to see this relationship
in some kind of freeze, exactly where it is
right now,” Newhouse told AFP.

If Diaz-Canel assumes power he will
not significantly change the relationship,
added Mavis Anderson, a Cuba specialist
at the Latin American Working Group
which has pushed for a thawing of ten-
sions. The ball is in the US’s court right
now and that is “sad, because the court is
broken,” she told AFP. Anderson and
Newhouse agreed that Trump’s administra-
tion has put foreign policy into the hands
of hardline conservatives, including Mike
Pompeo - still to be confirmed as secretary
of state - and National Security Advisor
John Bolton.  At the same time, Cuba-spe-
cific policy is led by a pair of ultra-conser-
vative legislators of Cuban origin: Senator
Marco Rubio and Congressman Mario
Diaz-Balart, both of Florida. In this envi-
ronment, analysts said an obvious first step
would be to leave behind the controversy
over mysterious “attacks” on the health of
diplomats in Cuba and make the US
embassy in Havana fully operational again.

‘His hands are tied’ 
In March, the State Department said it

will permanently scale back its mission to
Cuba, which had already been operating
with a reduced staff since Sept 2017, when
diplomats and relatives were evacuated
because of the health incident. In all, at
least 24 US envoys and family members fell
ill with symptoms that resembled concus-
sion but with no exterior signs of trauma,
leaving investigators baffled. The strange
illnesses were not only confined to the US
embassy. In January, a senior Canadian
official said 27 Canadian diplomats and
family members were tested after com-
plaining between April and December of
dizziness, headaches, nausea, nosebleeds
or sleeplessness.

Newhouse noted that Philip Goldberg,
the new interim charge d’affaires at the US
embassy in Cuba, “would like to see the rela-
tionship moving forward. But his hands are
tied”. The Havana embassy has now been
declared an “unaccompanied post” where
staff are not joined by families. —AFP

On trade ‘remedies’ 
US barks, but 
where is the bite?

US President Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration claims it has doubled
America’s efforts to fight unfair

trade, compared to Barack Obama’s presi-
dency. But a closer look at data from US
trade officials’ efforts to counter the dump-
ing and illegitimate subsidies accused of
hurting US companies shows Team Trump’s
efforts appear to be lagging. The president
so far has not carried out his most dire
warnings on trade. He has retreated from
threats to scrap major trade agreements and
on Thursday said he might even re-enter the
Trans-Pacific Partnership - which he with-
drew from after taking office last year. 

He has also temporarily exempted
America’s largest trading partners from
punishing tariffs on steel and aluminum,
while his heaviest tariffs on Chinese
goods have yet to take effect. But since
last year, the administration has touted a
blitz of one-off efforts to slap tariffs on a
series of manufactured items, industrial
supplies and agricultural goods. The aim
is to protect American producers from
the alleged dumping of products on the
US market at below fair value and under
purportedly unfair subsidies by foreign
governments.

Goods as varied as Spanish olives,
Argentine biodiesel and woven sacks from
Vietnam. Various forms of steel and alu-
minum from Europe, Asia and Africa.
Strange-sounding industrial chemicals little
known to the general public like polyethyl-
ene terephthalate resin from Pakistan and
ammonium sulfate, used in fertilizer, from
China. All of these figure among imports the
Trump administration says should face
added duties to protect American suppliers.

Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross told
Congress last month he was vastly out-
pacing the Obama administration’s anti-
dumping and countervailing duty cases.
“We have been running 70, 80 percent
more cases initiated than had been true in
the prior administration,” Ross said during
testimony on the budget. “We have also
completed far more cases than any admin-
istration ever has completed. We had over
100 cases.”

These efforts can hit snags, however, at
the bi-partisan US International Trade
Commission, which is independent and has
the power to block the administration’s
anti-dumping and “countervailing duty”
tariffs when it sees no harm to US industry.
To the dismay of US aircraft giant Boeing,
the ITC in February blocked the adminis-
tration from putting duties on a $5 billion
order of CSeries mid-range jets from
Canada’s Bombardier.

Swatting away tariffs 
The commission has also swatted away

tariffs on imports of titanium sponge from
Japan and Kazakhstan (with annual imports
valued together at $145.2 million), sodium
gluconate and gluconic acid from France
($6.4 million) and rubber bands from Sri
Lanka ($2 million). When these denials are
taken into account, Trump’s first year in
fact looks slower than Barack Obama’s last.
The combined annual value of imports in
trade-remedy cases begun in Trump’s first
year amounts to just over $6 billion, involv-
ing imports from 29 countries.

But in 2016, the US issued final anti-
dumping and countervailing duty orders on
$6.6 billion worth of imports from just 18
countries - almost $600 million more. The
amounts in question may seem small, given
the $566 billion US trade deficit last year.
Economists also say the trade-remedy cas-
es are most likely a drag on the overall
economy as they tend to drive up prices.
“That’s not the point,” said Peter Watson, a
former ITC chairman. “They’re there to
help certain companies and certain sectors
through periods of unfair trade.” —AFP
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On the latest developments on the ground, the Amir
said: “We have been following - with utmost concern -
the latest air strikes, which came as a deterrent for the
use of chemical weapons by the Syrian regime. We reit-
erate that these developments, once again, took place
because of the United Nations Security Council’s
inability to reach a political solution for the conflict in
Syria. We are looking forward for the Council to over-
come differences among its members and show unity so
as to shoulder its historic responsibility in preserving
international peace and stability.” 

On Iraq, HH the Amir congratulated the Iraqi people
on liberating all of their territories from the so-called
Islamic State, noting that Kuwait organized a successful
international conference for rebuilding Iraq. He
expressed hope that parliamentary elections in Iraq,
due next month, would be successful and represent
various segments of the Iraqi people. The Amir con-
demned recurring missile attacks on Saudi Arabia from
Yemen, praising the role of the states participating in
the coalition for restoring legitimacy to Yemen, namely
their role in tackling difficult humanitarian conditions in
the troubled country. 

HH the Amir expressed deep distress at
Washington’s decision to transfer its embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem in violation of international legitima-
cy resolutions. “I call from this platform upon the US
administration to rescind its decision and play its role
as sponsor of this (peace) process,” he said. The
Security Council, he noted, should have taken action
towards the recent killing of scores of Palestinians. As
to Libya, he hoped conciliation efforts would restore
security to this nation. On terrorism, HH Sheikh Sabah
called for doubling efforts to wipe it out. Regarding
Iran, he urged Tehran to abide by international laws,
good neighborliness principles and abstain from med-
dling in regional states’ affairs.

Meanwhile, Saudi King Salman slammed Iran’s “bla-
tant interference” in regional affairs and criticized the
US over Jerusalem. The monarch dubbed the Arab
League meeting the “Jerusalem summit” as he took aim
at Washington’s decision to transfer its embassy in
Israel to the holy city. Seventeen heads of state from
across the Arab world - minus Syrian President Bashar
Al-Assad - gathered in the eastern Saudi city of
Dhahran for the 29th Arab League summit, which this
year comes as world powers face off over Syria and
tensions rise between Riyadh and Tehran.

The meeting opened only 24 hours after the barrage
of strikes launched by the US, Britain and France hit

targets they said were linked to chemical weapons
development in Syria, which was suspended from the
league seven years ago. But King Salman avoided any
mention of Syria in his address, as a seat marked
“Syrian Arab Republic” sat empty in the hall. Instead
the king focused on rivalries with long-time foe Iran -
only 160 km across the Gulf from Dhahran. “We renew
our strong condemnation of Iran’s terrorist acts in the
Arab region and reject its blatant interference in the
affairs of Arab countries,” the king said.

And despite being a stalwart ally of the United
States, the ruler also criticized US President Donald
Trump’s controversial decision to recognize Jerusalem
as Israel’s capital and shift the US embassy there. “We
reiterate our rejection of the US decision on
Jerusalem,” Salman said. “East Jerusalem is an integral
part of the Palestinian territories.” The king said he had
named this year’s meeting “the Jerusalem summit so
that the entire world knows Palestine and its people
remain at the heart of Arab concerns”.

Arab ministers at a preliminary meeting in Riyadh on
Thursday focused heavily on blocking the embassy
move, unanimously condemning Trump’s decision. King
Salman yesterday announced a $150 million donation
for the maintenance of Islamic heritage in East
Jerusalem and $50 million for the UN  Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA). Earlier this month, the monarch
reiterated the kingdom’s “steadfast stance on the
Palestinian issue and the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people to an independent state with
Jerusalem as its capital”. His comments came just days
after his son, powerful Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, 32, told reporters during a US tour that Israel
also had a “right” to its own state. The remark suggest-
ed increasing rapprochement with Israel, which like
Riyadh, sees Tehran as its archrival. 

The summit also comes with Saudi Arabia and Qatar
locked in a months-long diplomatic standoff, with
Riyadh accusing Doha of supporting Islamist extrem-
ists and being too close to Iran. Tensions have eased
slightly in recent months but Qatar still only sent its
representative to the Arab League to the Dhahran
summit. Among the leaders in attendance was Sudan’s
Omar Al-Bashir, who walked the red carpet and was
greeted by King Salman. Bashir is wanted by the
International Criminal Court for five counts of crimes
against humanity, three counts of genocide and two
counts of war crimes. 

Summits of the Arab League, established in 1945,
rarely result in action. The last time the bloc made a
concrete move was in 2011, when it suspended Syria’s
membership over the Assad regime’s role in the war.
Syria’s war, the most complex of the region’s conflicts,
is the main point of contention pitting Riyadh and its
allies, who mainly back Sunni rebels, against regime
backer Iran and its Lebanese ally Hezbollah. Gulf Arab
states have made massive donations to Syria but have
not officially offered asylum to Syrians. —  Agencies 

Amir warns Arab sky
overcast, laments...
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remittances on behalf of citizens for trade and com-
mercial reasons. The bank explained these remittances
include sums sent to non-labor exporting countries
such as the EU, the US and the UAE. 

Furthermore, the Central Bank noted that taxing
expats’ personal remittances will affect domestic
helpers and lead to demands of pay hikes. It also
warned that taxing commercial remittances will lead to
an increase in prices, which will negatively affect citi-
zens. The bank also warned that such taxes will force
expats to make illegal remittances and create a black
market that will affect the money exchange market and
weaken the Central Bank’s financial control. 

The Central Bank added that this tax will violate
article 15 of law number 32/1968 pertaining currency,
the Central Bank and regulation of the banking system,
which states that it is one of the Central Bank’s duties
“to endeavor to secure the stability of the Kuwaiti cur-
rency and its free convertibility into foreign curren-
cies”. In addition, the bank reminded that Kuwait is a
member of the IMF since it joined it on Sept 3, 1962,
and stressed that article 8 of the IMF treaty states: “No

member shall, without the approval of the Fund, impose
restrictions on the making of payments and transfers
for current international transactions”. The bank added
that since expats’ remittances are current international
transactions, this makes imposing such taxes or fees
illegal and requires IMF’s approval. 
Notably, the proposal on taxing expats’ remittances

includes the following articles: 
1- Remittances made by expats residing in Kuwait will

be taxed regardless of the currency transferred. 
2- Remittances related to treaties on protecting invest-

ments and capital movement will be exempted. 
3- Remittances will be taxed by 1 percent for sums up

to KD 99, 2 percent for sums between KD 100 to
299, 3 to 4 percent for sums between KD 300-499
and 4 to 5 percent for sums more than KD 500. 

4- Supervised by the Central Bank, certified banks and
money exchange companies will send the tax value
to the finance ministry. 

5- Violators of the previous article will be penalized a
maximum of KD 10,000. Those who make remit-
tances outside the certified banks or exchanges will
be penalized by up to five years in prison and a fine
not less than twice the sum transferred. 

6- Based on the presentation made by the finance
minister, the Cabinet will issue the law’s executive
charter within six months of publishing it in the
official gazette. 

7- The prime minister and finance minister will, each
within his/her jurisdiction, put this law into practice. 

Panel: Remittance 
tax a fee for expats...
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Adem said provisions in the draft include: Salary of
workers must be given to them based on the prevailing
salaries in the market and shouldn’t be less than KD
120; Ethiopian housemaids must work only 8 to 10
hours daily; passports of the workers should be handed
to the embassy or preferably retained by the employ-
ees; and salaries must be deposited in the bank at the
end of the month. 

“Almost five years ago, our government stopped
sending domestic helpers to the Middle East. There

were problems of abuses not only in Kuwait, but in oth-
er countries too. We also have the problem of human
trafficking, so we banned sending our people to work
here and the rest of the GCC. At that time, we wanted
to know how we could reorganize labor migration from
Ethiopia, so we demanded some agreements to be
signed. While we were doing that, our government
passed a law on domestic helpers. Our government
prefers that Ethiopian workers work only in Ethiopia.
But we cannot stop them if they want to work abroad
and improve the lives of their families,” Adem said.  

Kuwait set a minimum wage of KD 60 ($200) a
month for domestic staff in 2016 after the National
Assembly passed a law the previous year that limited
work hours to eight a day and introduced a mandatory
weekend and 30 days of annual leave. Other changes
included overtime pay and the need for employers to
provide end of service gratuity.

Envoy: Ethiopia to 
send helpers only...
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The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has
arrested Kuldeep Singh Sengar, a lawmaker from Uttar
Pradesh state which is ruled by the Hindu nationalist
BJP, for allegedly raping the 17-year-old last year.
Police only brought a case against the powerful politi-
cian last week after the young victim attempted to burn
herself alive outside the state leader’s residence. The
next day, her father, who had been in police custody,
died from injuries he sustained in an alleged beating.

“We arrested the second person, a woman named
Shashi Singh, in our ongoing investigations of the case
on Saturday,” R K Gaur, a CBI spokesman, told AFP
yesterday. Sengar appeared in court the same day and
was ordered detained for seven days. The girl’s family -
who fought unsuccessfully for nearly a year to get the
police to register their case - said Singh had taken their
daughter to the state legislator on the pretext of a job.
Singh then allegedly stood guard at the door while
Sengar raped the girl, the family’s initial complaint to
police stated.

Public outrage escalated as details surrounding the
brutal rape and murder of an eight-year-old Muslim girl
in January in Jammu and Kashmir state made national
headlines. The girl was kidnapped, drugged and repeat-
edly raped over five days - including inside a Hindu
temple - before being strangled and beaten with a rock.
Jammu and Kashmir is India’s only Muslim-majority
state, but the Jammu region in the south, where the rape
and murder took place, is Hindu-dominated.

The case has heightened fears of communal tensions
in the region. Muslim activists have demanded action
against what they see as a crime against their commu-
nity while some right-wing Hindu groups have argued

that the accused were unfairly charged. Eight people
have been arrested over the killing, including four
police officers and a minor. All are Hindus.

Scenes last week of lawyers trying to stop police
from entering court to file charges against the accused
sparked nationwide revulsion. The Supreme Court on
Friday warned lawyers in Jammu against any further
attempts to obstruct justice, the Press Trust of India
reported. Two state ministers from Modi’s BJP -
Choudhary Lal Singh and Chander Prakash Ganga -
resigned after attending a controversial rally by local
Hindu groups held in defense of the accused.

“They have resigned because of the way the entire
thing has been presented across the country. They have
been victimized,” Balbir Singh, a spokesman for
Choudhary Lal Singh, told AFP. “All they want is a fair
probe and the real criminals to be caught.” The BJP
yesterday demanded that the main opposition
Congress party sack its state leader in Jammu and
Kashmir after he suggested the police investigation was
politically motivated.

The crimes have shaken India in a way reminiscent of
the fatal gang-rape of a Delhi student on a bus in 2012
that made headlines around the world. That case
unleashed public anger over rampant sexual violence
against women in India, and the introduction of tough
new laws to punish rapists. But high numbers of assaults
persist, with 40,000 rape cases reported every year.
Police in western Gujarat state said yesterday that a
post-mortem examination of a young girl found dumped
by a highway near Surat this month indicated she been
raped and murdered. “There were also many minor
injury marks over her body. The girl is around 11 years
old. We are still trying to establish her identity,” Surat
police commissioner Satish Kumar Sharma told AFP.

Protests and vigils were held yesterday in some
parts of India including Delhi, the financial capital
Mumbai and southern Kerala state. Modi on Friday
promised justice for the victims as anger mounted,
while India’s women’s minister called for the death
penalty for child rapists. — AFP 

Arrest in India rape
case as outrage...
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buildings were mostly empty and the Western trio
swiftly reverted to its diplomatic efforts. US President
Donald Trump lauded the “perfectly executed” strike,
the biggest international attack on President Bashar
Al-Assad’s regime during Syria’s seven-year war, but
both Damascus and Syria’s opposition rubbished its
impact.

A team of chemical experts from the Organization
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, based in
The Hague, arrived in Damascus hours after the
strikes. They have been tasked with investigating the
site of the alleged April 7 attack in the town of
Douma, just east of the capital Damascus, which
Western powers said involved chlorine and sarin and
killed dozens. They arrived in Damascus on Saturday
but there were no reports they had travelled to
Douma to begin their field work, as announced by a
senior Syrian official earlier.

An AFP reporter saw Deputy Minister Faisal
Mokdad enter the Four Seasons hotel where the chem-
ical experts are staying and leave three hours later. The
fact-finding team usually starts its investigation by
meeting top officials but any talks were held behind
closed doors and both parties imposed a strict media
blackout. “We will ensure they can work professionally,
objectively, impartially and free of any pressure,”
Assistant Foreign Minister Ayman Soussan told AFP.
The OPCW itself had declared that the Syrian govern-
ment’s chemical weapons stockpile had been removed
in 2014, only to confirm later that sarin was used in a
2017 attack in the northern town of Khan Sheikhun.

The inspectors will face a difficult task, with all key
players having pre-empted their findings, including
Western powers, which justified the strikes by claiming
they already had proof such weapons were used. The
OPCW team will also have to deal with the risk that
evidence may have been removed from the site, which
lies in an area that has been controlled by Russian mili-
tary police and Syrian forces over the past week. “That
possibility always has to be taken into account, and
investigators will look for evidence that shows whether
the incident site has been tampered with,” Ralf Trapp,
a consultant and member of a previous OPCW mission
to Syria, told AFP.

Inspectors launch
Syria probe after...



Ashton breaks 
try record as 
hobbling Toulon 
stun Montpellier
PARIS: Toulon’s English international winger Chris
Ashton set a Top 14 record on Saturday when he scored
his 22nd try of the season as the three-time European
champions stunned leaders Montpellier 32-17.

The 31-year-old Ashton touched down in the sev-
enth minute in Marseille after a pass from former All
Black centre Ma’a Nonu, completing a move started by
Facundo Isa and Semi Radradra. For the last three
weeks, Ashton, who left Saracens for France last sum-
mer, had been tied with Fijian Napolioni Nalaga, who
scored 21 tries for Clermont in 2008-09.

Toulon scored all of their four tries in the first half
with Radradra, skipper Mathieu Bastareaud and Isa
adding to Ashton’s opener.  Montpellier would have
wrapped up a semi-final place with victory but Vern
Cotter’s side had to settle for a second-half rally with
Gabriel Ngandebe and Kelian Galletier adding to cen-
tre Vincent Martin’s 34th-minute score.  Toulon,
coached by former Montpellier boss Fabien Galthie,
stayed comfortably on course for the play-offs with just
two matches left in the regular season.

Victory came at a cost, however, with influential fly-
half Francois Trinh-Duc forced off after just 11 minutes
with a shoulder injury after being crunched by
Montpellier prop Davit Kubriashvili who earned a yel-
low card for his troubles. French international skipper
Guilhem Guirado was then left the field after just 20
minutes with knee ligament damage.

“We had the game won but we’re disappointed that
we didn’t get the bonus point,” said Galthie whose team
are in third place.  “That might be important with still
two more games to play.” Cotter, trying to guide
Montpellier to a first ever Top 14 title, took comfort

from his team’s second-half recovery after trailing 29-7
at the interval.

“We showed a lot of character to get back into the
match,” said the New Zealander who is familiar with
Top 14 success having led Clermont to the title in 2010
during an eight-year spell in charge. “We learnt a lot
about ourselves after not starting very well, conceding
two early tries and having a player yellow-carded.”

‘PATHETIC’ PAU 
Pau’s play-off hopes suffered a setback when they

slumped to a 33-22 home loss to Agen for whom Filipo
Nakosi grabbed a hat-trick of tries.  “Nothing worked
tonight. I didn’t recognise us at all-we were pathetic,”
fumed Pau coach Simon Mannix.

Pau dropped to sixth spot-the last play-off place-
after Lyon thumped Stade Francais 44-3. Lyon ran in
six tries for the bonus-point victory while Stade stay

third from bottom, still not safe from relegation with
just two games to play.  Lyon’s celebrations were tem-
pered, however, when their international fly-half
Baptiste Couilloud suffered what appeared to be a
serious injury after a late tackle from Stade lock
Alexandre Flanquart early in the second half.  

Defending champions Clermont, who have no hope
of making the play-offs and were knocked out of the
European Cup quarter-finals by Racing 92 last month,
saved a little face with a 33-3 win over Bordeaux-
Begles.  Clermont scored three tries, all in the second
half and all from forwards — John Ulugia, Loni Uhila
and Jacobus Van Tonder.  Oyonnax downed Brive 40-
17 in a dogfight between the Top 14’s bottom two sides.

Yesterday, second-placed Racing can close the gap
on leaders Montpellier when they travel to fourth-
placed Toulouse. La Rochelle, who started the week in
sixth, host Castres. — AFP

Henderson holds 
nerve to claim 
Hawaii win
LOS ANGELES: Canada’s Brooke Henderson held her
nerve to clinch the LPGA Tour Lotte Championship in
Hawaii on Saturday, firing a three-under-par 69 to seal a
four-shot victory.

Henderson had stumbled badly in Friday’s third round,
dropping three shots in the closing three holes to leave
the chasing pack just one shot behind on the par-72 lay-
out at Ko Olina Golf Club, Oahu.

But the 20-year-old from Ontario shrugged off her
third-round jitters to remain ahead of the field on
Saturday, stretching her lead with two birdies on the front
nine to make the turn at two under, 10 under for the tour-
nament.  There was a brief wobble with a bogey on the
par-three 12th but Henderson hit back with a birdie on
the 14th followed by a birdie on the par-three 16th —
where she made a double-bogey 24 hours earlier-to close

out her win with a 12-under-par aggregate 276.
It was the sixth LPGA Tour win of the Canadian

youngster’s career, which includes a victory as a teenager
at the Women’s PGA Championship in 2016.  Henderson
finished four shots ahead of Spain’s Azahara Munoz, who
had thrust herself into contention with a five-under-par
final round 67, playing flawlessly to move up the leader-
board having started the day six strokes off the pace.

The 30-year-old from Malaga began slowly with four
straight pars, but grabbed her first birdie of the day on
the par-five fifth hole. A further birdie at the ninth took
her to five under at the turn.  However the charge began
on the back nine, with consecutive birdies at the 11th and
12th before a further birdie on the 14th.  But the Spaniard
was unable to add to her birdie spree in the closing holes,
leaving her in the clubhouse waiting to see if Henderson
would falter.  China’s Feng Shanshan, Thailand’s Ariya
Jutanugarn and South Korea’s Park In-bee were tied for
third on seven under.

American Mo Martin, who had started the final round
one off the pace, saw her challenge evaporate with a
nightmare six-over-par 78. The 35-year-old 2014 British
Open winner from Pasadena, California, carded four
bogeys and a double-bogey as her quest for a first career
LPGA win in the United States continued. — AFP

SHANGHAI: Daniel Ricciardo made a string of thrilling
overtaking moves to snatch a surprise Chinese Grand
Prix victory yesterday after a safety car strategy gam-
ble by his Red Bull team paid off handsomely.

The Australian, who started sixth after almost miss-
ing qualifying, made the most of fresher tyres to finish
8.8 seconds ahead of Valtteri Bottas in a Mercedes.

“I don’t seem to win boring races,” he grinned from
the podium, before chugging the champagne from his
racing boot in a trademark ‘shoey’.

“They are all pretty fun but that was unexpected.”
Kimi Raikkonen took third place for Ferrari but title

contenders Lewis Hamilton and Sebastian Vettel both
endured trying after-
noons, the four times
world champions ending
up fourth and eighth
respectively.

“I was in no-man’s
land today,” said
Hamilton. “I had no
pace.” Vettel, who won
the first two races of
the season for Ferrari,
saw his lead over
Hamilton slashed from
17 points to nine.

The German’s race
unravelled spectacularly, a collision with Red Bull’s Max
Verstappen dropping him down the order, after the
pre-race favourite had initially made a good start from
pole and held the early lead.

Verstappen had a 10 seconds penalty applied post-
race for causing the collision, dropping the Dutch
youngster from fourth to fifth.   

Vettel was also passed by the McLaren of Fernando
Alonso two laps from the end.

MINOR MIRACLE
Ricciardo’s mechanics had performed a minor mir-

acle to change a blown engine after practice on

Saturday, getting him out just in time during the first
phase of qualifying. “Putting ourselves 24 hours ago,
I thought we might be starting at the back of the
grid,” said the Australian. “Today is the real reward
for that work.”

Yesterday’s win was Ricciardo’s first since a chaotic
Azerbaijan Grand Prix last June and it also broke
Mercedes’ Shanghai stranglehold, with the champions
having won the last six races there.

Mercedes are yet to win this year, the first time since
the turbo hybrid era started in 2014 that they have been
beaten for three races in a row.

Ricciardo and Verstappen were not early contenders
but the deployment of
the safety car on the
32nd of 56 laps, after the
Toro Rosso pair Pierre
Gasly and Brendon
Hartley collided and left
debris on track, swung
the race Red Bull’s way.

Bottas was in the lead
at that stage ahead of
Vettel, having overhauled
the German during the
pitstops, while
Verstappen was fourth
and Ricciardo sixth.

Red Bull pulled both their cars into the pits, ‘dou-
ble-stacking’ them and bolting a set of fresh soft tyres
on each. The advantage of fresh tyres al lowed
Verstappen and Ricciardo to scythe through the field.
“The safety car was so unlucky for us,” exclaimed
Bottas over the radio.

Verstappen botched his chances of victory, and a
possible one-two for Red Bull, with scrappy attempts to
overtake the main title contenders.

The Dutchman ran wide and dropped back behind
Ricciardo when trying to pass Hamilton and later
spun his Red Bull and Vettel’s Ferrari while attempt-
ing to pass the German for third-an error he owned

up to afterwards.
Renault’s Nico Hulkenberg finished sixth for Renault,

ahead of Alonso whose aggressive overtaking move on

Vettel was ‘noted’ by stewards. Spaniard Carlos Sainz
was ninth for Renault with Kevin Magnussen rounding
out the top 10 for Haas. — Reuters

Monday, April 16, 2018S p o r t s

Established 1961 12

Pass master Ricciardo celebrates 
surprise Chinese GP victory 

Vettel finished eighth, lead trimmed to nine points

Hamilton 
fourth for 
Mercedes

SHANGHAI: Red Bull’s Australian driver Daniel Ricciardo celebrates on the podium after winning the
Formula One Chinese Grand Prix in Shanghai yesterday. — AFP

KAPOLEI: Brooke Henderson of Canada poses with the trophy after a four shot victory after the fourth
round of the LPGA LOTTE Championship at the Ko Olina Golf Club on Saturday in Kapolei, Hawaii. — AFP

Rosales beats Higa
to claim WBC belt
TOKYO: Cristofer Rosales of Nicaragua yesterday
secured the WBC flyweight belt by beating Japan’s
Daigo Higa, who the previous day had given up his
title for failing to make the weight.  Rosales began
his aggressive assault early on, showering the for-
mer champion with a barrage of uppercuts fol-
lowed by body blows, and Higa noticeably slowed
down from the sixth round.  Rosales opened the
ninth round by firing a succession of heavy left
body blows, while Higa’s punches only connected
with the air.  The Japanese side asked for the bout
to be stopped one minute and 14 seconds into the
ninth round.

The defeat was an extra shock for Higa, who the
previous day became the first Japanese champion
to be stripped of a title because of a weight issue.
The 22-year-old, who had 15 straight knock-out
victories, weighed in at 51.7 kilogrammes (114
pounds) on the eve of the bout, exceeding the fly-
weight limit by 900 grammes (32 ounces).

However the WBC and both sides agreed to go
ahead with yesterday’s bout on condition that
Rosales would take the belt with a win, with the
title to be vacated in the case of a draw or a Higa
victory, Japan’s Kyodo News reported.  Higa
burst onto the boxing scene in 2014 when he
knocked out Thailand’s Saengkeng Saknarong in
less than a minute. He clinched the vacant WBC
flyweight world championship in May. In
February he defeated Mexico’s Moises Fuentes in
his second title defence, his 15th consecutive vic-
tory by knockout. — AFP

MARSEILLE: RC Toulon’s British winger Chris Ashton (L) scores a try despite Montpellier’s French winger
Gabriel Ngandebe during the French Top 14 rugby union match RC Toulon vs Montpellier on Saturday at
the Velodrome stadium in Marseille, southern France. — AFP
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Commonwealth Games President 
Martin hands flag to next hosts

GOLD COAST: Commonwealth Games Federation
(CGF) President Louise Martin thanks the organisers,
volunteers, various levels of government, athletes and
sponsors for their input on the Games before handing
the flag over to the next hosts. English city Birmingham
were awarded the next Games in 2022 after original
hosts Durban were stripped of the multi-sport event for
failing to meet CGF dead-
lines. “Congratulations Gold
Coast, congratulations
Queensland and congratula-
tions Australia,” Martin said
before the flag lowering cer-
emony. “You have truly deliv-
ered a golden Games for the
Commonwealth.

“Athletes, 11 days ago I
asked you to grasp this
opportunity and create your
own history and fulfil your
dreams. I thank you. “What a Games these have been.
You have written a new chapter in Commonwealth his-
tory. “On behalf of the Commonwealth Games family,
thank you Gold Coast, thank you athletes and thank
you all.”

NZ MEN MATCH WOMEN 
WITH RUGBY SEVENS GOLD

New Zealand rugby sevens captain Tim Mikkelson
said watching the women’s team beat Australia in the
final had inspired the men to a 14-0 victory against Fiji.
“It’s pretty satisfying. We watched the women go into
overtime and their win at the end really inspired us to
get the double,” Mikkelson said. “Not many guys in this
team would know the feeling of a gold medal. I got one
in Delhi (2010 Commonwealth Games) and was part of
the team that lost in Glasgow (2014), so to get this win
is amazing,” he added.

AUSTRALIA CLAIM SQUASH DOUBLES CROWN
Australia’s David Palmer and Zac Alexander beat

England’s Daryl Selby and Adrian Waller 11-9 3-11 11-6
in 57 minutes to win gold in the men’s doubles squash
event. Palmer, 41, came out of retirement for a second
time to defend the gold he won at Glasgow 2014 with
Cameron Pilley. “I’m really happy I could pick up my
game in the third, get on a roll and get the crowd
behind us. There can’t be any better way for me to fin-
ish,” Palmer said.

ENGLAND STUN AUSTRALIA IN NETBALL FINAL
England shocked favourites Australia 52-51 in the

netball final. With the scores level at 51-51, England
clinched the gold with a decisive penalty shot on the
siren. They became the first team apart from Australia
and New Zealand to win netball gold.

SINGAPORE TABLE TENNIS 

PLAYER GAO WINS GOLD
Singapore’s Gao Ning, who suffered shattering

defeats in the 2010 and 2014 Commonwealth Games,
beat Nigeria’s Quadri Aruna 11-7 11-8 5-11 3-11 11-9 11-
5 in the men’s singles final to collect his second table
tennis gold of the day. “It was one of those matches
where sometimes you win, sometimes you lose. It could

have gone either way. Today
I felt very calm,” Gao said.
“Twice I’ve been the runner
up, now the winner but at
the Commonwealth Games
I’ve won men’s team and
men’s doubles gold medals...
I’m happy to win, I just did
my best.” Gao and his team
mate Yu Mengyu claimed the
mixed doubles gold earlier in
the day.

ENGLAND SQUASH PLAYER WILLSTROP
REFLECTS ON TOUGH WEEK

England’s James Willstrop and Declan James beat
Scotland’s Alan Clyne and Greg Lobban to win the
men’s doubles bronze. The English pair had lost to
compatriots Daryl Selby and Adrian Waller in the
semi-finals on Saturday. “If anyone finds me on a
doubles court again, shoot me. The emotions have
been ridiculous this week,” Willstrop said. “It’s an
incredibly intense game, it’s a brain ache. I’m so
pleased to win bronze and it’s a huge accomplishment
for Declan and I.”

AUSTRALIA BEAT CANADA IN 
MEN’S BASKETBALL FINAL

Chris Goulding, Nicholas Kay and Nathan Sobey all
tallied double figures as Australia won the gold medal in
basketball with a 87-47 victory over Canada. Australia
are the only nation to win Commonwealth Games bas-
ketball gold after claiming top spot in both the men’s
and women’s tournaments in Melbourne 2006 and at
the Gold Coast.

NZ WOMEN BEAT INDIA IN 
SQUASH DOUBLES FINAL

New Zealand’s Joelle King and Amanda Landers-
Murphy beat India’s Joshna Chinappa and Dipika
Pallikal Karthik 11-9 11-8 to claim the gold medal in the
squash women’s doubles. 

NAMIBIA’S JOHANNES 
WINS WOMEN’S MARATHON

Helalia Johannes of Namibia won the women’s
marathon in two hours, 32.40 minutes, crossing the line
43 seconds ahead of Australian Lisa Weightman.
Weightman’s compatriot Jessica Trengrove took bronze
for the second Games in a row to add yet another medal
to the host nation’s already impressive tally.—Reuters

COMMONWEALTH/MEDALS

Rank Country G S B Total
1 Australia 80 59 59 198
2 England 45 45 46 136
3 India 26 20 20 66
4 Canada 15 40 27 82
5 New Zealand 15 16 15 46
6 South Africa 13 11 13 37
7 Wales 10 12 14 36
8 Scotland 9 13 22 44
9 Nigeria 9 9 6 24
10 Cyprus 8 1 5 14
11 Jamaica 7 9 11 27
12 Malaysia 7 5 12 24
13 Singapore 5 2 2 9
14 Kenya 4 7 6 17
15 Uganda 3 1 2 6
16 Botswana 3 1 1 5
17 Samoa 2 3 0 5
18 Trinidad 2 1 0 3
19 Namibia 2 0 0 2
20 Northern Ireland 1 7 4 12
21 The Bahamas 1 3 0 4
22 Papua New Guinea 1 2 0 3

23 Fiji 1 1 2 4
24 Pakistan 1 0 4 5
25 Grenada 1 0 1 2
26 Bermuda 1 0 0 1
26 Guyana 1 0 0 1
26 British Virgin Is. 1 0 0 1
26 Saint Lucia 1 0 0 1
30 Bangladesh 0 2 0 2
31 Sri Lanka 0 1 5 6
32 Cameroon 0 1 2 3
33 Dominica 0 1 1 2
34 Isle of Man 0 1 0 1
34. Mauritius 0 1 0 1
34. Nauru 0 1 0 1
37 Malta 0 0 2 2
37. Vanuatu 0 0 2 2
39 Cook Islands 0 0 1 1
39. Ghana 0 0 1 1
39 Norfolk Island 0 0 1 1
39. Seychelles 0 0 1 1
39 Solomon Islands 0 0 1 1
Total 275 276 289 840
(G = Gold; S = Silver; B = Bronze)

GOLD COAST, Australia: Final medals table at the conclusion of the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games yes-
terday:

You have truly 
delivered a golden 

Games for the 
Commonwealth

LONDON: Rafael Nadal’s build-up to what he
hopes will be another French Open triumph begins
in earnest this week when the Spaniard returns to
one of his favourite old haunts, Monte Carlo.

The Mallorcan world number one has been off
the Tour since injuring himself at the Australian
Open but looks to have recovered just in time for
the European claycourt swing he has dominated
throughout his career.

Nowhere more so than Monte Carlo where last
year he became the first player to win the same
ATP tournament 10 times. Twelve months ago he
went on to win a 10th Barcelona title and then
completed La Decima at Roland Garros.

The 31-year-old world number one begins his
claycourt title-hunting season with few matches in
the legs this year though, having taken an extended
rest after suffering a hip injury in Melbourne
against Croatia’s Marin Cilic who will be seeded
two at the Monte Carlo Country Club overlooking
the ocean. Any doubts about Nadal’s physical con-
dition were cast aside, however, when he won both
his matches for Spain in last weekend’s Davis Cup
quarter-final against Germany.

His display against world number four
Alexander Zverev was particularly impressive,
winning 6-1 6-4 6-4. “I feel that I’m playing well. I
had some good days of practice here, playing
some good sets,” Nadal said.

“That helps me. I love this event. I always feel
comfortable here. I’m enjoying being here in
Monte Carlo in an event that always brings me to
the best feelings possible. “It’s hopefully going to
be my first event of the year that I can finish. And
I’m excited about that.”

Nadal will be chiefly concerned with arriving in
Paris in tip-top shape but also in the back of his
mind is the fact that his number one ranking is
hanging by a thread.

Unless Nadal wins an 11th Monte Carlo title
Roger Federer, who is skipping the claycourt sea-
son as he did last year, will return to the top spot
without hitting a ball. Federer is not the only big
name missing from the Monte Carlo draw, with
Andy Murray and Stan Wawrinka also absent as
they recover from injuries.—Reuters

Nadal returns to 
old claycourt 
hunting ground 

GOLD COAST: The President of the Commonwealth Games Federation, Louise Martin, looks on as
Chairman of Commonwealth Games England Ian Metcalfe (C) presents the Commonwealth Games flag
to the mayor of Birmingham, Anne Underwood (R) during the closing ceremony of the 2018 Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games at the Carrara Stadium on the Gold Coast yesterday. — AFP

Australia beat Canada in men’s basketball final

MILAN:  A dramatic last-gasp save from AC Milan
goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma further dented
Napoli’s Serie A title ambitions with a goalless draw at
the San Siro yesterday.

The 19-year-old Italian-who became the youngest
player to reach 100 Serie A appearances on Sunday-
dived to keep out Arkadiusz Milik’s goal-bound effort
two minutes into added-on time as Napoli lost further
ground on champions Juventus.

Napoli-bidding for an elusive third title after those
won in 1987 and 1990 — now have 78 points from 32
games. Six-time consecutive champions Juventus, on
81, can pull six points clear with a win against
Sampdoria later Sunday.

“It’s useless to think about Juventus or we won’t
win,” said Napoli midfield Jer Jorginho. “I’m sorry for
the draw, we had our chances but we did not manage to
score, but let’s look ahead because there are still other
matches.” In an intense game at a sold-out San Siro, AC
Milan overcame the absences of captain Leonardo
Bonucci (suspended) and centre-back Alessio
Romagnoli (injured) to peg the visitors back.

Napoli goalkeeper Pepe Reina-heading for AC Milan
on a free transfer next June-was tested early by his
future teammates, diving low to clear Giacomo
Bonaventura’s effort. Milan midfielder Suso threatened
after 11 minutes with a cross that towering defender
Kalidou Koulibaly deflected the ball away to bounce off
Nikola Kalinic’s head.

Milan defender Mateo Musacchio thought he had

scored six minutes before the break firing in a rebound
after Reina had blocked a Hakan Calhanoglu shot, but
was ruled offside.

After the interval Napoli captain Marek Hamsik was
at the centre of the action, setting up Lorenzo Insigne
on the left and launching himself into the area but to no
avail. And Milik finally looked set to break the deadlock
in stoppages when he picked up a cross, controlled and
fired towards goal but Donnarumma raced forward and
got low to tip wide.

It condemned Napoli to a third draw in their past
five games.  AC Milan remain sixth and within the

Europa League places but too far behind for the
Champions League with six games to play.  Inter Milan
missed the chance to get back into the Champions
League contention with a goalless draw at Atalanta on
Saturday.  Juventus and Napoli looked locked into the
first two Champions League spots with three teams
fighting for the two remaining with Inter, Roma and
Lazio now all on 60 points.

Meanwhile, rock bottom Benevento grabbed a 2-2
draw at Sassuolo, thanks to a double from Malian strik-
er Cheick Diabate, to bring his tally to seven goal in six
matches. — AFP

Last-gasp 
Donnarumma 
holds Napoli

VALKENBURG: Denmark’s Michael Valgren of Astana
won the Amstel Gold Race yesterday, beating Roman
Kreuziger in a cat-and-mouse finale after a rolling
263km race from Maastricht.  Italy’s Enrico Gasparotto

was third by a few seconds while pre-race favourites
Peter Sagan and Alejandro Valverde came fourth and
fifth after being dropped by a lightning break around
1km from the finish.  “The team was counting on me,”
said Valgren, who underlined his classics form with a
fourth-place finish at the recent Tour of Flanders.  “In
the escape I had the help of Jakob Fuglsang who was
so strong and after all his efforts I had to win.”

A minute’s silence was observed at the start in mem-
ory of Belgian Michael Goolaerts, who died after suf-
fering heart failure during the Paris-Roubaix last
Sunday. The only one of the ‘Ardennes Classics’ to be
run on Dutch soil featured 34 small climbs over con-
stantly rolling terrain on narrow country roads.  As
expected, an early breakaway formed and the nine
frontrunners went on to build a lead of over 15 minutes.

A route change made a long-range victory bid more
likely on Sunday, the race being stripped of its summit
finish. It took the efforts of Valverde’s Movistar team to
reel in the earlier escapees, and that set the stage for a
war of nerves between the key remaining contenders.

Valgren, who was second here in 2016, took a back
seat while Danish compatriot Fuglsang kept Valverde,
Sagan, France’s Julian Alaphilippe and Belgian Tim
Wellens on tenterhooks with a series of false breaks.
When Valgrem suddenly accelerated, a tired-looking
bunch looked to Sagan to close the gap. But the world
champion, crowned king of Paris-Roubaix last week,
refused the challenge.

Kreuziger (Mitchelton-Scott) set off in pursuit of
Valgren and the pair opened a gap that proved, for the
Dane, to be the platform for a clever victory. — AFP

Valgren drops 
Sagan, Valverde 
to win Amstel 
Gold Race

MILIAN: Napoli’s Italian defender Christian Maggio kicks the ball during the Italian Serie A football
match AC Milan vs Napoli at the San Siro stadium in Milan yesterday. — AFP



Chicago Cubs  
late rally  
stun Atlanta
CHICAGO: Javier Baez hit a three-run double
to highlight a big eighth inning as the
Chicago Cubs erased an eight-run deficit to
beat the Atlanta Braves 14-10 on a cold, wet
and windy Saturday at Wrigley Field. Atlanta
led 10-2 heading into the bottom of the sixth
inning before the bullpen unraveled. The Cubs
scored a run in the sixth and two in the sev-
enth, then exploded for nine in the eighth
inning to complete the comeback. Baez found
the gap in left-center field to clear the bases
and tie the game 10-10, and Braves reliever
Sam Freeman walked in two runs to give
Chicago the lead in the eighth. The Cubs
scored twice more on a wild pitch and an
error.  Chicago scored nine runs on just three
hits in the eighth. Albert Almora hit a solo
home run and made a diving catch in the first
inning to help the Cubs get out of a jam.

DIAMONDBACKS 9, DODGERS 1
Paul Goldschmidt had three hits, including

a two-run home run, and A.J.  Pollock added
two homers as visiting Arizona defeated Los
Angeles for the 11th consecutive regular-sea-
son meeting. The Diamondbacks also clinched
their fifth consecutive series victory in five
tries on a night when they lost a home run
because of a baserunning snafu.  Arizona’s
previous best for consecutive series victories
at the start of a season was two. The
Diamondbacks’ Deven Marrero appeared to
hit a three-run home run in the fourth inning
off Dodgers starter Rich Hill, but it was deter-
mined via replay that Marrero inadvertently
passed Alex Avila near first base. Avila was
retreating on Marrero’s towering drive and
seemed unsure if the ball was caught by Los
Angeles left fielder Joc Pederson.

MARINERS 10, A’S 8
Mitch Haniger homered for the second

consecutive night and drove in three runs as
Seattle defeated visiting Oakland for its
fourth win in a row. Chasen Bradford (1-0)
got the victory with 1 2/3 scoreless innings of
relief, and Edwin Diaz pitched a scoreless
ninth for his AL-leading sixth save. Seattle’s
Jean Segura, Kyle Seager and Daniel
Vogelbach and Oakland’s Mark Canha, Khris
Davis and Stephen Piscotty also homered.

BREWERS 5, METS 1
Chase Anderson became the first

Milwaukee starting pitcher this season to last
into the seventh inning, allowing just two hits
over 6 1/3 frames as the Brewers beat host
New York. The win by the Brewers (8-7)
snapped a nine-game winning streak by the
Mets (11-2), who are still off to the best 13-
game start in franchise history. The loss cost
New York manager Mickey Callaway a
chance to tie Joe Morgan (12-1 with the 1988
Boston Red Sox) for the best 13-game start
ever for a rookie manager. Anderson (1-1)
allowed one run, walked two and struck out

five. He did not allow a hit for the opening 4
2/3 innings before Amed Rosario bounced an
infield single behind second base.

NATIONALS 6, ROCKIES 2
Michael A. Taylor drove in the go-ahead

run on a squeeze bunt, Moises Sierra added a
two-run double in a four-run sixth and Max
Scherzer gave Washington seven strong
innings in a win over visiting Colorado. The
victory ended a three-game losing streak for
Washington. The Nationals scored three runs
in the first 23 innings of the teams’ four-game
series-Colorado won the first two games and
three straight overall-until the four-run sixth.
Scherzer (3-1) gave up just one hit, striking
out 11 and walking one. The right-hander
threw 103 pitches, 70 of which were strikes,
in another dominating performance. The lone
hit he allowed was a two-run homer by
Charlie Blackmon in the first.

RED SOX 10, ORIOLES 3
Hanley Ramirez launched a two-run homer

and finished with three RBIs in his return to
the lineup as host Boston spoiled Alex Cobb’s
debut with Baltimore. Ramirez missed the
series-opening 7-3 win with a bruised right
wrist after being hit by a pitch in Thursday’s
game against the New York Yankees. He
returned and hit third, going 2-for-5 with a
strikeout. Boston’s Andrew Benintendi also had
three RBIs. Cobb (0-1), a Massachusetts native
who spent his first six major league seasons
with Tampa Bay before signing with Baltimore,
struggled mightily in a park in which he has
fared well historically. He allowed eight runs
(seven earned) on 10 hits-including two
homers-and a walk in 3 2/3 innings.

ANGELS 5, ROYALS 3
Garrett Richards pitched five effective

innings as visiting Los Angeles topped
Kansas City. Richards (2-0) retired the first 12
batters he faced. He wound up yielding one

run on one hit and three walks while striking
out five. Luis Valbuena, Justin Upton and
Mike Trout homered for the Angels. The
Angels have won seven straight while the
Royals have dropped five in a row.

RANGERS 6, ASTROS 5 (10 INNINGS)
Ronald Guzman reached on a 10th-inning

infield single with the bases loaded, capping
Texas’ rally from a five-run deficit to beat
host Houston. Alex Claudio got the last out in
the bottom of the 10th, stranding a pair of
runners, for his first save. Guzman plated
Jurickson Profar with his sharp grounder off
the glove of Astros right-hander Will Harris
(0-1). Trailing 5-2 entering the eighth inning,
the Rangers mounted a rally against Astros
right-hander Brad Peacock, with Joey Gallo
and then Guzman slugging home runs to
erase that deficit. Gallo bashed his fifth homer
off the foul pole in right field, scoring Profar.
Two batters later, Guzman golfed his first
career homer just over the right field wall.

PIRATES 1, MARLINS 0
Pittsburgh bunted its way post host Miami

in the ninth inning. With Starling Marte on
third and Josh Bell on first, Corey Dickerson
popped up a bunt that went over the head of
Miami reliever Brad Ziegler to score Marte
with the winning run. Marte had reached
based with a one-out bunt earlier in the inning.
George Kontos (1-1) earned the victory as four
Pittsburgh pitchers held Miami to six hits.
Felipe Vazquez retired all three batters in the
ninth to record his fifth save in five attempts.
The second game of the series was a pitchers’
duel from the start between Pittsburgh’s
Jameson Taillon and Miami’s Trevor Richards.
Taillon hurled six scoreless innings, giving up
four hits in his third quality start of the season.
Richards kept the Pirates off the board over
seven innings in his best outing in the big
leagues. He allowed just two hits, struck out
two and walked one. —Reuters

SAN FRANCISCO: The Golden State Warriors fired a
warning to their rivals as the NBA playoffs got under
way on Saturday, routing the San Antonio Spurs 113-92
to serve notice they will not be dethroned easily
despite Stephen Curry’s knee injury. Klay Thompson
scored a game-high 27 points on 11-of-13 shooting,
including 5-of-6 from 3-point range, and Kevin Durant
added 24 points, eight rebounds and seven assists to
power Golden State.

“We played well. We played hard. We need to do
even better next time,” Durant said before praising
Thompson’s long-range heroics.  “Klay knocked
down shots. He was really good. He was penetrating
as well,” Durant said. “We
won’t always make shots at
that rate but we need to
play good defense like that
as well.” 

In Saturday’s other games,
Eastern Conference top seed
Toronto outlasted
Washington 114-106 while
the Philadelphia 76ers
trounced the Miami Heat
130-103.  New Orleans dug
deep to defeat Portland 97-
95 in the late Western Conference game.

Earlier, the host Warriors updated star guard
Curry’s left knee sprain before playing, saying he was
making progress and will  be re-evaluated next
Saturday. Curry, who missed Golden State’s last 10
regular-season contests after the March 23 setback,
will intensify his rehabilitation work in the next few
days with more running and lateral movement, the
team said in a statement.  Curry averaged 26.4 points,
6.1 assists and 5.1 rebounds for the Warriors, who have
played without several top players during the season
due to injuries.  Despite the setbacks, Golden State
won 58 games and are solid contenders for a third title
in four seasons and fourth consecutive trip to the NBA
Finals.  “We’re a championship ball club. We know

what it takes this time of year in order to win,” said
Warriors forward Draymond Green.  “We’re primed for
this. A lot of people have tended to forget what we’re
capable of. But we know, and we intend to show that.”
The Warriors struggled down the stretch of the regular
season and finished with only the third-best record in
the NBA behind Western Conference leader Houston
and Eastern Conference pace-setter Toronto.
“Everybody kept our individual games on point,”
Durant said. “At the end of the season, our minds
weren’t on it. They were on the playoffs.  “Today they
were on the present.”

JaVale McGee scored 15 points and played aggres-
sive defense while Green
had 12 points, 11 assists and
eight rebounds. Reserve
Rudy Gay led the Spurs with
15 points while LaMarcus
Aldridge and Bryn Forbes
each added 14 for San
Antonio.

At Philadelphia, the 76ers
overcame a spirited first half
display from Miami before
stamping their class on their
series opener with a devas-

tating second half display.
Australian-born rookie Ben Simmons finished with

17 points, 14 assists and nine rebounds while J.J. Redick
led the scoring with 28 points.  Miami led 60-56 at
half-time but were unable to respond to a second-half
onslaught from the in-form 76ers, who have now won
17 games straight.  The Sixers outscored the Heat 74-
43 in the second half, making full use of an offensive
line-up that saw five players finish with double-figures.
At Toronto, the Raptors snapped a streak of losses in
all nine prior playoff openers in club history.

“It’s big for us. We got the job done,” said Raptors
star Kyle Lowry. “Now we’re just going to try to con-
tinue to build on that.” The Raptors struggled into the
fourth quarter against a Wizards squad that had the

most losses of any playoff team and split four regular-
season games against Toronto.

But Raptors reserve Delon Wright scored five points
and C.J. Miles added a 3-pointer in a 10-0 Toronto run
in the fourth quarter for a 105-96 lead the Wizards
never overcame.

Serge Ibaka led the Raptors with 23 points and 12
rebounds while Wright added points 18 and DeMar

DeRozan netted 17. Lowry contributed 11 points and
nine assists.

John Wall led Washington with 23 points and 15
assists while Markieff Morris added 22 points and 11
rebounds. In the late Western Conference game,
Anthony Davis scored 35 points to lead New Orleans
to a series-opening win over the Trail Blazers in
Portland. — AFP
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No Curry, no problem as Warriors 
rout San Antonio Spurs 113-92

Raptors win, Simmons shines in Sixers rout 

We’re a 
championship 

ball club

Kuwait Sports
Club beat 
Al-Qadisiya in
basketball
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Sports Club forced
a deciding match to determine the
champion of the basketball league by
beating Al-Qadisiya 60-57 during the
match they played at Kuwait Sports
Club in the final round, which also wit-
nessed Al-Naser defeating Jahra 68-
61 and Kazma beating Al-Arabi 85-53.

Kuwait and Al-Qadisiya has 19
points each so they have to play a
deciding match as rules stipulate.
Jahra is third with 15 points while
Kazema and Al-Nasser has 13 points
each and Al-Arabi with 11 points.

The match was strong from the
onset as Al-Qadisiya has control
during the first quarter which ended
21-10. Al-Qadisiya remained in con-
trol  during the second quarter
through the rebounding of Ahmad
Darweesh, besides the scoring of
Fahad Al-Subaie, Abdelrahman Al-
Sahao, Saleh Al-Yousuf unti l  the
score was 32-16, then Kuwait ’s
Hamad and Mohammad Adnan took

over the score under the basket and
reduced the difference to 4 points as
the second quarter ended (32 - 36).

Al-Qadisiya once again increased
the difference by 9 points in the first
two minutes of the third quarter
through counter attacks, then Kuwait
made the score 41-42, and the third
quarter ended 51-49 in favor of Al-
Qadisiya.

Kuwait returned to its form
through Hussein Al-Khabbaz and
Abdallah Al-Shimmari and Kuwait
went ahead by the score 56-54 then
ended the match in its favor by the
score of 60-57.

OAKLAND: Kevin Durant #35 of the Golden State Warriors handles the ball against the San Antonio Spurs
in Game One of Round One of the 2018 NBA Playoffs on Saturday at ORACLE Arena in Oakland,
California. — AFP

Khalid Al-Hajras being honoured on occasion of his retirement.

CHICAGO: Kyle Schwarber #12 of the Chicago Cubs scores on a wild pitch as Peter
Moylan #30 of the Atlanta Braves covers home plate during the eighth inning on Saturday
at Wrigley Field in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP
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NEWCASTLE: Arsenal crashed to a fifth consecutive
away defeat in the Premier League as Matt Ritchie fired
Newcastle to a 2-1 win at St James’ Park yesterday.
Arsene Wenger’s side took an early lead through
Alexandre Lacazette, but Ayoze Perez equalised before
Ritchie bagged the second half winner.  Newcastle’s
fourth successive win ended Arsenal’s unbeaten run of
seven games in all competitions.

The sixth-placed Gunners are 13 points behind
fourth-placed Tottenham
with only five games
remaining in the race to
qualify for the
Champions League.
Realistically, Arsenal
already had no chance of
making the top four and
Wenger had been priori-
tising their Europa
League campaign for
several weeks.  Arsenal
saw off CSKA Moscow
in the Europa League
quarter-finals on
Thursday.  They face Atletico Madrid in the last four
and will qualify for the Champions League if they win
the competition.

With little to play for in the league, Arsenal were
unable to find enough momentum to maintain their
recent revival, even though Lacazette opened the scor-
ing in the 14th minute.

Just moments after he was left writhing on the turf
following a crunching challenge from Kenedy,
Lacazette exacted revenge.  Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang ran onto a long ball into the Newcastle

area and picked out Lacazette, who stretched to volley
home at the far post for his 13th goal of a difficult first
season following his move from Lyon.  Alex Iwobi
almost doubled Arsenal’s lead moments later with a
stinging strike that forced a good save from Martin
Dubravka.  Jonjo Shelvey’s long pass picked out Dwight
Gayle in the Arsenal area and, with Gunners defender
Shkodran Mustafi out of position, he was able to lay off
to DeAndre Yedlin. Perez made a perfectly-timed run to

meet Yedlin’s cross with
a fine finish that flashed
by Petr Cech at his near
post.

The Spanish forward’s
third goal in his last
three appearances was a
clinical effort, but
Wenger would have
been furious with how
easily Newcastle carved
open his defence.

Calum Chambers
could have restored
Arsenal’s lead before the

interval, but the defender shot wide from Mustafi’s
knock down.  Ritchie tested Cech before 18-year-old
Arsenal midfielder Joe Willock’s poor finish wasted an
opportunity to mark his Premier League debut with a
goal.  Iwobi lashed narrowly wide from long-range as
Arsenal chased their first away point of 2018.

But it was Newcastle who landed the knockout blow
in the 68th minute.  More sloppy Arsenal defending let
in Islam Slimani and his header was flicked on by Perez
to Ritchie, who beat Cech from close-range.  Ritchie
clearly saves his goals for the big occasion, having

scored the winner against Manchester United in
February. Kenedy, on loan from Chelsea, came close to
putting the result beyond doubt with a looping effort

that hit the crossbar with Cech beaten.
Lacazette should have equalised in the closing

stages, but he shot into the side-netting. —AFP

Ritchie stars as Newcastle 
hit back to down Arsenal

Established 1961 

Newcastle’s fourth successive win end Arsenal’s unbeaten run 

To face 
Atletico in 

the last four

HONG KONG: Asia’s record number of teams
preparing for the World Cup have found themselves
increasingly challenged by poor results amid several
coaching changes ahead of the finals in Russia.

Five nations will represent the Asian Football
Confederation at this year’s tournament, the first time
that many countries from the region have qualified for
the World Cup.

But only one of the Asian teams will travel to the
June 14-July 15 finals with the coach who was at the
helm a year ago.

Carlos Queiroz’s tempestuous seven-year reign
with Iran has been serene compared to that of his
counterparts in Japan, South Korea, Saudi Arabia and
Australia, with those countries heading to Russia with
uncertainty clouding their potential progress.

The decision by the Japan FA to replace Bosnian
Vahid Halilhodzic with Akira Nishino last week fol-
lowed in the wake of Ange Postecoglou’s decision to
resign as Australia coach and Dutchman Bert van
Marwijk’s departure from Saudi Arabia.

The Koreans, meanwhile, fired Uli Stielike last June
after a loss to Qatar put the country’s hopes of a
ninth straight appearance at the World Cup in jeop-
ardy. The German’s replacement, Asian Champions
League-winning coach Shin Tae-yong, has at least
been given time to fashion his own team.

Steering the nation to a pair of scoreless draws
against Iran and Uzbekistan ensured the Koreans
qualified for the finals, allowing Shin the chance to
build towards Russia. Not that their progress has
been entirely smooth. After winning an East Asian
Championship in Japan in December that did not fea-
ture any of the region’s Europe-based player, Shin’s
side suffered back-to-back defeats against Northern
Ireland and Poland last month.

SAUDI PROBLEMS
Saudi Arabia’s preparations have been even more

fraught, with van Marwijk’s initial replacement
Edgardo Bauza fired after three games, to be
replaced with Juan Antonio Pizzi.

Pizzi, too, has had problems. Any encouragement
from a 1-1 draw with Ukraine was dashed by Roberto
Martinez’s Belgium side who thrashed the Saudis 4-0
with Romelu Lukaku scoring twice.

While Saudi Arabia stumble towards the World
Cup’s opening game against hosts Russia, their ex-
coach van Marwijk has been parachuted into
Postecoglou’s old position with the Socceroos. Given
barely three months to fine-tune an Australia team
that struggled in the latter stages of qualifying, he
oversaw an encouraging 0-0 draw with Colombia last
month after a 4-1 debut thrashing against a Norway
side who failed to reach the finals.—Reuters

Asia’s WCup 
build-up hit 
by poor results 

BERLIN:  A 30-metre rocket from Naldo fired Schalke
04 to a 2-0 victory over arch rivals Borussia Dortmund
yesterday and strengthened their grip on second place
in the Bundesliga.  Naldo’s superb strike sent the blue
half of the Ruhr region into raptures as Schalke record-
ed their first win over Dortmund since September 2014.
The Brazilian, who scored a last-minute equaliser in
Schalke’s dramatic 4-4 draw with Dortmund earlier in
the season, was the hero again on Sunday, as he
secured three points for his side late in the second half.
“To win the derby towards the end of the season is a
real highlight,” Schalke sporting director Christian
Heidel told Sky. “It was a deserved victory.”

Always a fiercely contested derby, there was even
more at stake than usual in yesterday’s game, with just
one point separating second-placed Schalke from
third-placed Dortmund before kick-off.

Victory saw Schalke pull four points clear of third
place, while Dortmund drop to fourth. Schalke came
close after just five minutes, Dortmund goalkeeper
Roman Burki diving at full stretch to turn Alessandro
Schoepf’s shot around the post.  At the other end,
Marco Reus forced a flying save from Ralf Faehrmann
as his long range free-kick fizzed towards the top cor-
ner.  “We need to look at what went wrong in the first
45 to 60 minutes today,” Reus told Sky. “We didn’t play
well in that period.” The home side had the better of the
first half, however, and could have taken the lead on the

stroke of half-time when Yevhen Konoplyanka curled a
low shot around the far post.

Konoplyanka had better luck five minutes after the
break as he fired Schalke in front. Set free by Daniel
Caligiuri on the counter-attack, the Ukrainian smashed
a powerful shot past Burki to give his side a well
deserved lead. Dortmund rallied in the last 20 minutes,
with chances falling to Christian Pulisic and Reus. Yet
with eight minutes to play, Schalke were awarded a

free-kick around 30 metres from goal. Caligiuri rolled
the ball to Naldo, who blasted it into the bottom corner
to secure victory. Dortmund’s misery was compounded
in stoppage time, when striker Michy Batshuayi was
carried off on a stretcher after clashing with Benjamin
Stambouli. RB Leipzig could close to within two points
of Dortmund in the race for the final Champions
League spot in Germany with a victory at Werder
Bremen later. — AFP

Naldo screamer 
seals Schalke 
win over rivals 
Dortmund

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
West Ham United v Stoke City 22:00

beIN SPORTS HD 2

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
FSV Mainz v Freiburg 21:30

beIN SPORTS HD 5

LONDON: Newcastle United’s Scottish midfielder Matt Ritchie (R) scores their second goal past Arsenal’s Czech
goalkeeper Petr Cech (C) as Arsenal’s English defender Rob Holding slides in during the English Premier League
football match between Newcastle United and Arsenal at St James’ Park in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. —AFP

GELSENKIRCHEN: Schalke’s German headcoach Domenico Tedesco celebrates with fans after the German first
division Bundesliga football match FC Schalke 04 vs Borussia Dortmund, in Gelsenkirchen. — AFP

GLASGOW: Celtic wil l  face
Motherwell in the Scottish Cup
final after the holders thrashed
arch rivals Rangers 4-0 yesterday.
Brendan Rodgers’ side cruised to
victory in the semi-final at
Hampden Park thanks to goals
from Tom Rogic, Callum
McGregor, Moussa Dembele and
Olivier Ntcham.

Rangers had Ross McCrorie
sent off when they were two goals
down as they lost against their
Glasgow neighbours for the eighth
time in their last 10 meetings in all
competitions.

Celtic, who have won the
Scottish Cup 37 times, are chasing
a domestic treble, having already
beaten Motherwell in this season’s
Scottish League Cup final. The
Scottish Premiership leaders are
37 points clear of Motherwell, who
beat Aberdeen 3-0 in the other
semi-final on Saturday.  Interim
Rangers boss Graeme Murty was

left to rue a damaging defeat that
could ruin his chances of landing
the Ibrox job on a permanent basis.
Murty had revealed Rangers play-
ers cheered when they heard they
would play Celtic in the semi-
finals, but that optimism quickly
turned sour.  Rogic struck in the
22nd minute when he took a pass
from James Forrest and turned
back on to his right foot, leaving
McCrorie for dead, before shoot-
ing past Rangers goalkeeper Wes
Foderingham.

Rangers defender Russell
Martin handed Celtic their second
in the 38th minute. Martin’s
attempted clearance from Kieran
Tierney’s cross went straight to
McGregor, who quickly curled the
ball  past Foderingham.  Any
thoughts of a comeback ended
when McCrorie pulled back
Dembele as he raced through on
goal in the 52nd minute.

After McCrorie was given his
marching orders, Dembele dinked
his spot-kick down the middle for
his seventh goal in nine Old Firm
derbies.  Forrest bent a shot wide
of the target before Rangers sub-
stitute Jason Holt conceded a
penalty for a foul on Patrick
Roberts in the 78th minute.

Ntcham despatched the spot-
kick into the corner of the net to
keep Celtic on course for a second
successive treble. — AFP

LONDON: Championship leaders
Wolverhampton Wanderers marked their
promotion to the English Premier League
with a commanding 2-0 win over struggling
Birmingham City yesterday.  Nuno Espirito
Santo’s side had already been guaranteed a
lucrative place in the top flight 24 hours earli-
er when promotion rivals Fulham were held
to a draw by Brentford.

Diogo Jota got the party started at
Molineux as his 17th goal of the season put
Wolves on course for victory after 21 min-
utes.  Birmingham were reduced to 10 men in
the 52nd minute when Harlee Dean was sent
off for his challenge on Helder Costa.

Wolves substitute Benik Afobe made the
game safe three minutes from time.  Wolves,
back in the Premier League after a six-year
absence, need one more point to be sure of
going up as second-tier champions.  Their
superior goal difference over second-placed
Cardiff City means that honour is almost
secured already.

“I am very pleased. This is a big moment,
first for the fans. It is why we work, for our
fans,” Nuno said. “The players have been fan-
tastic from day one. It was a very hard sea-
son but the players deserved to be promoted.

“They believed in something that was chang-
ing. They trust and believe and they kept
doing that.” Nuno allowed his players to cel-
ebrate with a beer in the changing room after
the game and he added: “That is something I
have never allowed. It was the first time.”

While Wolves look to a bright future, their
local rivals Birmingham are in danger of
dropping into the third tier. They are only two
points clear of the relegation zone and have
managed only one point from their last three
games. Wolves were indebted to goalkeeper
John Ruddy for preventing Birmingham from
taking the lead in the 11th minute. Lukas
Jutkiewicz prodded a pass through the
Wolves defence and the ball was collected by
Maxime Colin.

Colin only had Ruddy to beat from 12
yards but saw his shot beaten away and when
the rebound flew straight back to Colin, his
second attempt was also saved by Ruddy.
Wolves finally mounted a threat of their own
when Ruben Neves tried his luck from 30
yards only to see his shot comfortably dealt
with by goalkeeper David Stockdale.

But, while Stockdale was able to deny
Neves, he was powerless to prevent Jota
breaking the deadlock four minutes later.
Matt Doherty crossed from the right and his
centre into the six-yard box was an invitation
that Jota was not going to turn down as he
bundled the ball into the net from close range.
Birmingham’s task became even harder when
Dean was dismissed for bringing down Costa
as he raced towards the penalty area.
Jutkiewicz was then denied by Ruddy five
minutes from time before Afobe ended their
challenge, lifting the ball over Stockdale after
a pass from ex-Dundee United man Barry
Douglas. — AFP

Celtic rout 
Rangers to 
reach Scottish 
Cup final

Wolves celebrate
promotion to
Premier 
League in style



Sport

OLD TRAFFORD: Manchester United’s Belgian striker Romelu Lukaku (R) has this headed effort saved by West Bromwich Albion’s English goalkeeper Ben Foster (not pictured) during the English Premier League football
match between Manchester United and West Bomwich Albion at Old Trafford in Manchester, north west England yesterday.—AFP
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Man City crowned champions
LONDON: Manchester City were crowned Premier
League champions yesterday as Manchester United
crashed to a shock 1-0 defeat against  West
Bromwich Albion. City had moved within touching
distance of the title with a 3-1 win at Tottenham on
Saturday.

They clinched the silverware 24 hours later thanks
to Albion forward Jay Rodriguez’s 73rd minute head-
er at Old Trafford. City captain Vincent Kompany led
the celebrations, tweeting: “Champions!  What a
great feeling! So happy to be able to share another
trophy with our amazing fans!”

United had denied City the chance to wrap up the
title last weekend when they came from two goals

down to beat their bitter rivals 3-2 at the Etihad
Stadium. But Jose Mourinho’s men still ended up
handing the trophy to City with a lacklustre display
against bottom of the table Albion, who had won only
three times in the league this season before this
weekend.  “Manchester City, we won it for you”
chanted West Brom fans at full-time as United sup-
porters began jeering in frustration at their side gift-
wrapping the title for City.

City are 16 points clear of second placed United,
who can only take a maximum of 15 points from their
remaining five games.  Winning the title with five
matches to go makes City the joint earliest champi-
ons in the Premier League era-matching the achieve-

ment of the 2000-01 Manchester United team.  
“Our Time. Our City. Premier League Champions

17/18,” City posted on their official Twitter account.
It is the fifth time City have been English champions
and the third time in the last seven seasons. City
defender Benjamin Mendy, who missed most of the
season due to injury, turned social media blue as he
tweeted: “We are f*****g champions congratula-
tions boys!”

City boss Pep Guardiola had planned a day of golf
with his son Marius yesterday, so the Spaniard might
have learned of his first Premier League while on the
course. Speaking after the win over Tottenham,
Guardiola admitted winning the title in England

would be one of the greatest achievements of his
glittering career.  He won three league titles with
Barcelona and twice lifted the Champions League
trophy during his Camp Nou reign.

The 47-year-old also took the German title three
times with Bayern Munich, but he believes the unique
strength in depth and physical demands of the
Premier League makes this triumph among his very
best.  He also conceded it was sweet to triumph in a
country where some critics claimed his purist princi-
ples couldn’t flourish.

Guardiola and his players will have the chance to
celebrate properly on Sunday when they host
Swansea in their next fixture. —AFP

United suffer shock loss to West Brom

GOLD COAST: Usain Bolt took a turn as DJ as the Gold
Coast said goodbye to the Commonwealth Games yes-
terday after an 11-day tournament where Australia
topped the medals table by a distance.  Bolt made a sur-
prise appearance on the decks as the Games closed in a
colourful ceremony with references to Aboriginal cul-
ture-although indigenous protests continued outside.

Australia finished with 80 golds, way ahead of
England’s 45 and India’s 26, in a tally that integrated
para sports and was equally split between men and
women for the first time. “For those who delivered this
event I say, ‘You beauty! You did us proud,” said
Queensland premier Annastacia Palaszczuk, as the
Commonwealth f lag was handed to 2022 hosts
Birmingham.

Australia dominated in the swimming pool and in
track cycling, while Jamaica felt the absence of the
retired Bolt as they struggled in the sprint events. The
Games also featured their first transgender athlete, and
gay English diver Tom Daley caused a stir when he
urged the 37 Commonwealth countries that outlaw

homosexuality to change their laws.
Zero failed drug tests were reported during the event,

although India twice fell foul of the Games’ ‘no needle
policy’ and had two athletes ordered home.  However,
the Games also saw several protests from indigenous
activists who dubbed them the “Stolenwealth Games”, a
reference to Britain’s colonisation of Australia.

Yesterday about 100 protesters were blocked from
marching to the stadium by a heavy police presence,
preventing a repeat of the tense confrontation before the
opening ceremony. Earlier, organisers were criticised for
their medical response after marathon runner Callum
Hawkins collapsed only two kilometres (just over a mile)
from victory and lay prone for some time before help
arrived.  Officials in turn lashed out at spectators who
took pictures of Hawkins as he lay in distress. Australia’s
Michael Shelley ran past the Scot on his way to victory.

Marathon world record-holder Paula Radcliffe tweeted
that there were “big questions” for the organising commit-
tee and medical staff.  “That should never happen,” she
said. The Games have been painted by organisers as
Australia’s chance to burnish its image for sportsmanship
after a Test cricket cheating scandal which shocked the
nation. Australia also suffered setbacks on the last day
when their women’s rugby team, the Olympic champions,
lost a sudden-death thriller against New Zealand in the
inaugural final. Kelly Brazier scored from inside her own
half to clinch it 17-12 in the first extra period and avenge
New Zealand’s defeat to Australia in the 2016 Olympic title
decider. —AFP (see page 13)

Bolt on the 
decks as Games 
spin to a close 

GOLD COAST: Jamaica’s Usain Bolt (C) performs with other artists on stage during the closing ceremony of
the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games at the Carrara Stadium on the Gold Coast yesterday. — AFP
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BEIJING: China’s economy slowed slightly in the first
quarter as the government battles debt and financial
risk, with US trade frictions threatening to further hob-
ble growth, analysts surveyed by AFP said. The world’s
second largest economy is expected to have grown 6.7
percent in the January to March period, down from 6.8
percent in the fourth quarter of last year, according to
the poll of 13 economists ahead of the release of official
figures tomorrow.

Analysts link the deceleration to Beijing’s efforts to
rein in the country’s massive debt pile and financial
hazards, as well as a slowing property market. Fears of
a trade war with the US have also roiled markets in
recent weeks, with Washington and Beijing exchanging
warnings of tit-for-tat tariffs on a significant portion of
their bilateral trade. But the tensions-stoked by US
President Donald Trump’s threat last week to target an
additional $100 billion in Chinese goods-have yet to
cause real harm to the economy, analysts say.

“The trade tension has not impacted on GDP growth
yet ... and the trade data is still robust,” said Ligang
Liu, chief China economist at Citibank.

“If the tensions continue, China’s trade competitive-

ness may be undermined, weighing on GDP growth,”
Liu added. Trade data released by Beijing on Friday
reinforced that message with  China’s trade surplus
with the US surging by a
f i f th  in  the f i rst  three
months of the year.

There are also signs
economic growth could
come in above the 6.7
percent  forecast  by
AFP’s survey. The figure
is  above the govern-
ment’s official target of
around 6.5 percent for
2018.

“China will release its
economic quarterly data
which are even better
than expected, that
shows a good sign for this year,” central bank chief Yi
Gang said Thursday. “The global outlook continues to
improve,” Yi said at a Beijing forum on China’s massive
Belt and Road trade infrastructure initiative.

Trade worries 
President Xi Jinping this week struck a conciliatory

note on trade, promising
to cut tariffs on cars-a
key point of US anger-
and other imports , as
well as further open up
the economy, which
drew a warm response
from Trump. But China’s
commerce ministry later
reiterated that no nego-
tiations were underway
between the two capitals
as Washington had not
shown enough “sinceri-
ty”. Trump, however, said
“we’re having some

great discussions”, though he showed no sign of back-
ing down on his threat to impose tariffs on a total $150
billion worth of Chinese goods.

The threatened levies would dent economic growth

on both sides of the Pacific, analysts say. “The implica-
tions of such a wide-ranging tariff war would be signif-
icant,”  wrote economists at Fitch Ratings in a report,
adding that gross domestic product in both countries
could be pulled down by two percentage points over
two years. Only $3 billion in goods have been hit with
tariffs in the escalating spat so far, with the US target-
ing steel and aluminum while China takes aim at pork,
wine and other American products.

Financial risk 
Along with exports, debt-fuelled investment has

driven China’s economy over the last decade-but with
fears growing over a possible credit crisis, officials in
Beijing are stepping up their battle against debt and
financial risk. However, analysts say the battle will take
a toll on growth.

“China is committed to a serious financial deleverag-
ing over the span of 2018-2020, with a focus to crack
down on financial excesses in local governments and
state-owned enterprises,” said Hao Zhou, an economist
at Commerzbank. “The overall economic policy has
become less favorable for economic growth.” — AFP

US trade frictions threatening to further hobble growth

China’s economy slows in first quarter
BEIJING: Two women walking out of a Starbucks coffee shop in Beijing. US President Donald Trump’s tariffs on Chinese goods have roused some nationalist sentiment in the world’s second largest economy, where con-
sumers have a long track record of spurning foreign products when political nerves are frayed.— AFP
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LONDON: Gold and oil will extend their
gains today, albeit modestly, when the
markets open for the first time since
Western powers launched a missile
attack on Syria but equities and bonds
are unlikely to suffer big losses unless
the West strikes again or Russia retali-
ates. “The newsflow is actually better
than what it looked like at one point dur-
ing last week as the strike was surgical,
followed by a pullback. Reports show a
lot of care was taken not to hit Russian
targets, which is a good sign and the
market should take heart from that,” said
Salman Ahmed, chief investment strate-
gist at Lombard Odier investment man-

agers in London. Gold has benefited in
recent days as a safe-haven asset amid a
US-China trade dispute and the escalat-
ing conflict in Syria, which also pushed
oil above $70 per barrel due to concerns
about a spike in Middle Eastern tensions.

World stocks wobbled last week but
still ended with the best weekly gain in
over a month, as investors await poten-
tially healthy US company earnings.
Despite heightened geo-political risks,
the impact on so-called safe-haven
assets has been short-lived and modest -
while the yen rose initially on fears of a
Syrian strike, it ended near seven-week
lows to the dollar last week.

On Saturday, US, French and British
missile attacks struck at the heart of
Syria’s chemical weapons program in
retaliation for a suspected poison gas
attack a week ago, although the assault
appeared unlikely to halt Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad’s progress in
the seven-year-old civil war.—Reuters 

Oil, gold to gain 
on Syrian strikes, 
Russia in focus

Govt battles
debt and

financial risk

LONDON: Martin Sorrell’s dramatic departure
as chief executive of WPP, the world’s biggest
advertising agency he founded 33 years ago,
sent shockwaves through the marketing industry
yesterday. Sorrell, 73, stepped down suddenly,
10 days after the British ad giant launched an
independent investigation into allegations of
personal misconduct through the misuse of
company assets.

WPP said the probe had concluded, adding
that “the allegation did not involve amounts that
are material”. He was easily the longest serving
chief executive of a company on London’s
benchmark FTSE 100 share index, having held
the position since 1985. The departure of one of
Britain’s best-known businessmen leaves the
advertising giant needing fresh leadership at a
testing time for the marketing industry, with

social media companies offering brands a direct
connection with vast audiences.

Sorrell said in a statement late Saturday that
he was sad to leave, with WPP having been his
passion and focus for more than three decades.
“The current disruption is simply putting too
much unnecessary pressure on the business, our
over 200,000 people and their 500,000 or so
dependents, and the clients we serve in 112
countries,” he said.

“That is why I have decided that in your
interest, in the interest of our clients, in the
interest of all share owners, both big and small,
and in the interest of all our other stakeholders,
it is best for me to step aside.” Sky News televi-
sion’s City editor Mark Kleinman said his resig-
nation was one of the most significant exits of a
FTSE 100 company chief executive for many
years. “His departure will leave the company he
built virtually from scratch facing profound
questions about its future direction,” he said.

Despite the misconduct investigation, some
commentators said it was the fact that the com-
pany had lost a third of its value over the past 12
months-in the face of competition from the likes
of Google and Facebook-that cost Sorrell his
post. Simon Jack, the BBC’s business editor, said
his legacy as an advertising industry titan was

secure. However,
“in the end, it was
the trends in world
business that
wrong-footed the
sprawling empire
he created.
“Shareholders were
getting restless,” he
wrote, and Sorrell
“had lost the unani-
mous backing of
the board”. WPP
said Sorrell would
be treated as hav-
ing retired, with
chairman Roberto
Quarta becoming
executive chairman until a new chief executive is
appointed. “Sir Martin has been the driving force
behind the expansion of WPP to create the
global leader in marketing services,” said Quarta.
“During this time, the company has been suc-
cessful because it has valued and nurtured out-
standing talent at every level.” Sorrell denied any
wrongdoing after the allegations surfaced earlier
this month, but said he understood the company
had to investigate.— AFP

Shockwaves as 
Sorrell quits 
as CEO of WPP

Martin Sorrell
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BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.420247 0.427747
Czech Korune 0.006631 0.015931
Danish Krone 0.045764 0.050764
Euro 0. 365555 0.373055
Georgian Lari 0.124419 0.124419
Hungarian 0.001099 0.001289
Norwegian Krone 0.034613 0.039813
Romanian Leu 0.062629 0.079479
Russian ruble 0.004808 0.004808
Slovakia 0.008921 0.018921
Swedish Krona 0.031978 0.036978
Swiss Franc 0.306344 0.317344

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.224444 0.236444
New Zealand Dollar 0.214944 0.224444

America
Canadian Dollar 0.233194 0.242194
US Dollars 0.296450 0.300850
US Dollars Mint 0.296950 0.300850

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003188 0.003772
Chinese Yuan 0.046285 0.049785
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036198 0.038948

Indian Rupee 0.004097 0.004738
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000017 0.000023
Japanese Yen 0.002724 0.002904
Korean Won 0.000270 0.000285
Malaysian Ringgit 0.073581 0.079581
Nepalese Rupee 0.002998 0.003163
Pakistan Rupee 0.002499 0.002789
Philippine Peso 0.005685 0.005985
Singapore Dollar 0.223954 0.233954
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001604 0.002184
Taiwan 0.010136 0.010316
Thai Baht 0.009278 0.009828

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.790584 0.799084
Egyptian Pound 0.014223 0.019941
Iranian Riyal 0.000083 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000202 0.000262
Jordanian Dinar 0.419288 0.428288
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000148 0.000248
Moroccan Dirhams 0.023276 0.047276
Omani Riyal 0.774331 0.780011
Qatar Riyal 0.078264 0.083204
Saudi Riyal 0.079060 0.080360
Syrian Pound 0.001273 0.001493
Tunisian Dinar 0.121786 0.129786
Turkish Lira 0.067919 0.078219
UAE Dirhams 0.080403 0.082103
Yemeni Riyal 0.000976 0.001058

EXCHANGE RATES

Is your future 
boss good enough? 

Employees work in the Middle East for an average of 8
hours per day, 5 days a week, and that comprises a
huge chunk of their lives. It is therefore important for

any job seeker or professional who is considering a new
opportunity to get a deeper understanding of the employer
before accepting any job offers. 

Although gauging a bad employer isn’t a simple process,
there are certain warning signs that can help you make a
better decision. From Bayt.com’s career experts, here are
five major warning signs to help you spot a bad employer: 

1. Unprofessional conduct 
The way the recruiter treats you during the hiring

process is a major giveaway as to how they are as an
employer. You must check if they are being courteous, pro-
fessional and polite throughout the interview process and
after. Clear signs of lack of professionalism include when the
hiring manager doesn’t show up on time, doesn’t explain the
role properly, fails to describe the hiring process well,
repeatedly interrupts you, or when he or she refuses to give
you any feedback on your application status. 

In fact, job seekers expect direct communication about
their job status, regardless to whether they are accepted or
not. The Bayt.com ‘Hiring Practices in the Middle East and
North Africa’ survey, has revealed that phone call (38%) is
the most popular way of informing unsuccessful candidates
for non-managerial positions, followed closely by emails
(34%). According to this survey, almost 3 out of 10 firms do
not inform a candidate at all. 

2. How they conduct reference checks 
Over 80 percent of employers conduct candidate refer-

ence checks before hiring. However, the way they conduct
these checks can be a crucial indication as to how they are
as an employer. If they do these in an accusatory and dis-
trustful manner then they are not worth joining. Showing
doubt and distrust in the initial stages of the hiring process

means that that they do not trust their employees or give
them the benefit of the doubt and such a workplace isn’t
somewhere you’d want to be.

3. The work environment 
90 percent of the respondents in the Bayt.com ‘What

Makes a Company an Attractive Place to Work?’ poll are
attracted to companies that offer supportive and great
work environments. When you go in for an interview,
always make sure to check the status of employees
around you. Do they look happy or sad? In fact, you
should even try starting a casual conversation with an
employee and ask general questions about the workplace
and the overall culture. Other things to look out for are
how disorganized the workplace is, how open the office
environment looks like, and if you think you will get along
with fellow coworkers. 

4. A bad reputation 
Several websites online have ex-employees reviewing

companies and sharing their experiences (see Bayt.com
Salaries for example). You must always research a company
before applying to make sure that their reputation is good.
In fact, the Bayt.com ‘What Makes a Company an
Attractive Place to Work?’ poll shows that 7 in 10 profes-
sionals wouldn’t work for a company they aren’t proud of; 6
in 10 give importance to an employer’s brand name when
judging a new job offer. You could reach out to former or
current employees through dedicated professional plat-
forms, such as Bayt.com Specialties, and chat with them
about the workplace culture, salaries, and so forth. 

5. Hiring you right away 
Although it might seem like great news that the employ-

er wants you on board right away, it could be a sign of
something being amiss. The hiring process usually takes
between 1 and 3 months, according to the Bayt.com ‘Skills
and Hiring trends in the Middle East survey and there
should be certain steps and procedures to follow before
making a hiring decision. Trust your gut feeling. If your
instinct tells you that the employer is only hiring you
because they’re desperate, then it’s better to avoid taking
up their offer altogether.

RIBAUE, Mozambique: Dozens of passengers line up
in single file along the platform in the dead of night,
ready to gather their luggage and pile into the age-
ing railway carriages. At the small railway station in
Nampula, in northeastern Mozambique, the 4:00 am
train to Cuamba in the north west is more than full,
as it is every day, to the detriment of those slow to
board and forced to stand. 

In recent years, the government in Maputo has
made developing the train network a priority as part
of its economic plan.  But mounting public debt has
meant that authorities had no choice but to cede
control of the project to the private sector.

Seconds before the train-six passenger coaches
coupled between two elderly US-made locomotives-
leaves Nampula station, the platforms are already
entirely empty.  No one can afford to be late. Inside,
the carriages remain pitch dark until the sun rises as
the operator has not installed any lighting. A blast of
the horn and the sound of grinding metal marks the
train’s stately progress along the 350-kilometre
(220-mile) line to Cuamba-more than 10 hours away.
Five or six passengers cram onto benches intended
for four without a murmur of complaint.

“The train is  a lways ful l ,”  said Argentina
Armendo, his son kneeling down nearby. “Lots of
people stay standing. Even those who have a ticket
can’t be sure of getting on. They should add some
coaches!”

‘Enormous growth potential’ 
“Yes, but it’s not expensive,” insists the conductor

Edson Fortes, cooly. “It’s the most competitive
means of transport for the poor. With the train, they
are able to travel.” Sitting in a vast, ferociously air-
conditioned office Mario Moura da Silva, the rail
operations manager for CDN, the company operat-
ing the line, appears more concerned about passen-
ger numbers as a measure of success than perhaps
their comfort. In 2017, its trains carried almost
500,000 — a 265-percent increase on a year earli-
er. “Passenger traffic isn’t profitable but it ’s a

requirement of the contract with the government,”
said Moura da Silva.

“It’s not that which earns us money, it’s more the
retail,” he added, referring to the company’s com-
mercial operation, which has grown by 65 percent in
a year. Brazilian mining giant Vale, which owns CDN
along with Japanese conglomerate Mitsui, began its
Mozambican rail venture in 2005. Having won a
contract to run the concession from the government,
it restored the former colonial line, which linked its
inland coal mines with the port at Nacala. It now
operates a network of 1,350 kilometers (840 miles)
following an investment of nearly $5 billion (around
4 billion euros). “The growth potential is enormous,”
said Moura da Silva.

Rail corridors
Mozambique’s government is eyeing the project

as a bellwether for the industry. “We have made
infrastructure one of our four investment priorities,”
said Transport Minister Carlos Fortes Mesquita. 

“Thanks to this investment, the country recorded
a strong growth in the railway sector.” Eight new
“rai l  corridor” projects are now under way in
Mozambique, all funded with private capital, as the
state grapples with a long-standing cash shortage.

The government has been engulfed in a scandal
linked to secret borrowing by the treasury, which is
juggling debt amounting to 112 percent of GDP. As a
result, a handful of large companies, attracted by
Mozambique’s vast mineral wealth, have taken the
lead in developing the country’s rail infrastructure.
But it is unclear if their interest in the sector will
continue in the long-term.

Until the coal runs out?  
“Today the Nacala line only exists because of

coal. But once the mine closes, who will be able to
justify continuing operations?” asked Benjamin
Pequenino, an economist at the University of Cape
Town in South Africa. “The private sector won’t con-
tinue to invest if it knows it will lose money,” he said.

But in the absence of any alternative, former par-
liament speaker Abdul Carimo accepts that public-
private partnerships are the least worst option.
Carimo, who remains close to the ruling party, now
heads up the “Zambezi Development Corridor”.

The scheme is managed by Thai group, ITD, and
plans to build 480 kilometers of track between
Macuse port and the coal mines at Moatize for a

price tag of $2.3 billion. Carimo, who closely follows
developments on the project, has vowed that “his”
line will not only be used to carry minerals but will
stimulate activity across the region it serves.

“I hate coal but I want this infrastructure to
relaunch agriculture in Zambezi province,” he said,
adding that the region was “one of the richest in the
country in the 1970s”. —AFP

Mozambique’s rail network 
project gathers momentum

Public debt forces govt to hand over project to private sector

Japan ‘rare earth’ 
haul sparks hopes 
of cutting 
China reliance
TOKYO:  The discovery of potentially millions of tons
of valuable “rare earth” elements in sea sludge off
Japan has raised hopes that Asia’s number-two econo-
my can reduce its dependence on Chinese supply. But
experts warn that extracting the minerals-used in tech-
nology ranging from mobile phones to electric vehi-
cles-is both costly and difficult, especially when buried
miles deep in the ocean.

A Japanese study published last week revealed an
estimated 16 million tons of rare earths, enough to feed
global demand on a “semi-infinite” basis, with deposits
to last hundreds of years.

The news made headlines internationally and in Japan,
which is the world’s second-largest consumer of these
minerals but relies heavily on imports from China, which
controls 90 percent of the highly strategic market.

China extracted around 150,000 tons of rare earths in
2016, according to experts, but has in the past restricted
the supply amid political tensions. For this reason, “Japan
is looking for several ways of freeing itself from any
dependence on Chinese supply,” said Gaetan Lefebvre,
an expert at the French Geological Survey.

Japanese firms are working on recycling products
containing rare earths to re-use the elements, develop-
ing technology without rare earths and investing in for-
eign mining projects in exchange for the minerals. And
Japan is not alone in trying to diversify away from risky
China-there are currently 38 projects outside China at
various stages of development, according to Adamas
Intelligence, a metal and minerals research firm.

In addition to wanting to cut reliance on China, the
price of rare earths is rising due to a Chinese crack-
down on illegal mining and surging demand for electric
vehicles.

‘Resource security’ 
The study’s author, Yutaro Takaya from Tokyo’s

Waseda University, says his team hopes to develop
ways to extract the prized elements within five years.

“We are not talking about some dream technology
of the distant future. We are conducting studies to
make this possible,” he told AFP. The recent find
“should contribute to the ‘resource security’ of Japan”,
he said. “It can also serve as a diplomatic card. Japan
will be able to say, ‘if prices are made to go above this
level, we can look to developing sea-bottom rare
earths’,” added the researcher.

Ryan Castilloux, director of the Adamas Intelligence
consultancy, acknowledged the find was “impressive”
but recommended keeping the champagne on ice. “It
takes up to 10 years or more to advance a rare earth
project from discovery into a producing mine on land,
so I do not imagine it will be faster in the sea,” he said.
“The discovery in Japan is still in its very early stages
and it will take several years to determine if mining will
be feasible,” added Castilloux.

There is currently no profitable way of extracting
rare earths from that sort of depth-more than five kilo-
meters (three miles) below the surface. “Pilot mining
tests have been performed, but it remains to be seen
who will be the first to produce ore at a cost that is less
than the value of the commodity,” noted Mark
Hannington from the Helmholtz Center for Ocean
Research in the northern German city of Kiel. “Although
16 million tons is a large number, there is no evidence
that this amount could be recovered economically or
sustainably,” added the expert.

Analysts also point to the relatively weak concen-
tration-less than one percent-of rare earths actually in
the sea mud.

“Producing just 1,000 tons of rare earth oxide from
this source would require mining over one million tons
of mud,” said Castilloux. And the United States
Geological Survey estimated last year there were 120
million tons of rare earth deposits worldwide, with 44
million in China, 22 million in Brazil and 18 million in
Russia. “There are millions and millions of tons of rare
earths in other known land-based deposits around the
world that, in my view, would be more attractive
options for development,” he said. —AFP

RIBAUE: Street and food vendors approach passengers on the Nampula-Cuamba train in northern
Mozambique. —AFP

Bayt.com weekley report

Fears grow Zambia 
hiding debt like
Mozambique
LUSAKA:  International lenders and markets are
growing increasingly concerned about “hidden
debt” in Zambia, a situation similar to the one that
plunged neighboring Mozambique into a deep finan-
cial crisis.

For several weeks financiers have demanded
answers about the level of the country’s true exter-
nal borrowing-but officials have rubbished any sug-
gestion of concealed debts.

Zambia, the second largest copper producer in
sub-Saharan Africa, insists that its debt pile stands
at $8.7 billion-but there have been suggestions it
could be double that.

The a l legat ions have raised fears  among
Zambians and foreign investors for whom the memo-
ry of Mozambique’s hidden debt fiasco is still fresh
in the mind. In 2016, international donors froze fiscal
support to Mozambique after it emerged that the
country had taken $2 billion of “off-book” loans to

finance maritime vessels and military equipment.
That move plunged the impoverished country into

serious economic and financial crisis. Maputo has
since suspended repayments to creditors and is
seeking to renegotiate its debt mountain.

Japanese finance giant Nomura recently ques-
tioned the size of Zambia’s  public debt, suggesting
the government is concealing a substantial amount
of short-term external debt.

In a note last week, the director of the political
r isk advisory f irm EXX Africa a lso warned of
“mounting evidence of undisclosed loans” and said
that Zambia had miscalculated its total debt.

“Based on documentary evidence, we assess that
external debt could be as high as $15.6 billion, while
local debt seems almost incalculable given the opac-
ity in lending to state-owned entities from local
banks,” wrote Robert Besseling.

‘Hiding the figures’? 
But Zambian authorities have brushed aside the

growing concerns over the actual size of its external
public debt, which has been putting pressure on the
value of government bonds. Former finance minister
Felix Mutati last year told parliament that foreign
debt stood at $17.2 billion-but retracted the figure
days later saying he had misstated it and insisted
that the debt burden was just $7.2 billion. —AFP



KUWAIT: It was an extremely light week in
terms of economic data as global political turmoil
continued to mount. Therefore, markets direction
was mostly dominated by the possibility of a
clash between Western powers and Russia in
Syria. Meanwhile, trade war tensions have eased
recently after both the US and China made posi-
tive gestures. China’s president promised to low-
er taxes on imports and open the country’s mar-
kets further. On the US side, president Trump
suggested negotiations with China will lead to
positive results while repeating optimism over
NAFTA. The most important proposal of rejoin-
ing the TPP was the biggest surprise and indi-
cates a possible shift in strategy. Anxieties
around military action in Syria seem to be over-
shadowing any relief about a reduction in trade
tensions between China and the United States. 

For the meantime, safe haven currencies (JPY
and CHF) are dwindling in conjunction with the
cautious improvement in global investors risk
sentiment. Heightened concerns over a global
trade war have eased. At the same time, intensi-
fying geopolitical risks involving the ongoing
developments in Syria are having minimal nega-
tive spill-over on global risk sentiment. The tech-
nical picture has become more positive for risk
assets in the near-term as the price of US equi-
ties have found support from their 200-day
moving average and their encouraging
performance last week.

Looking at the kick-off to the earn-
ings season may bring equity markets
back to fundamentals after recent global
political turmoil have been important
drivers for equities. Anticipation towards
earnings is unusually high heading into
this reporting period, suggesting greater
risk of disappointment. Given the equity
market’s correction in early February, a
further sell-off in the coming weeks on
disappointing earnings results would like-
ly influence the FX market. 

Growth objective
As for the Fed’s meeting minutes, there was

strong evidence that the committee is more con-
fident in achieving its two percent price growth.
Several monetary policy setters concluded that
the appropriate path for the federal funds rate
over the next few years would likely be slightly
steeper than they had previously thought. The
outlook of a sharper path of tightening may
mean a movement from three hikes this year to
four and more in 2019 or 2020 but the rates
market is currently in no mood to price those
risks given current uncertainties. 

On the currency front, the US dollar was on
the back foot at the start of the week following
the latest release of the weaker than expected
non-farm payrolls report. Improvement in
investors’ risk sentiment also played a role after
Chinese President Xi Jinping promised to open
the country’s economy further and lower import
tariffs. On Wednesday, the negative momentum
persisted in the Dollar over possible US military
involvement in Syria. The Dollar’s negative tra-
jectory was altered at the end of the week and
snapped a four-day losing streak as worries
about the threat of a clash between Western
powers and Russia in Syria faded. Moreover, the
FOMC’s minutes provided further conviction for
a June rate hike. Overall, the Dollar index still
managed to depreciate by 0.40 percent

throughout last week.
As for the single currency, the euro didn’t

hesitate to take advantage of the dollar’s weak-
ness at the beginning of the weekly session. The
common currency also found further support
from ECB’s president when he stated that the
slide in stock markets this year had not material-
ly had an impact on eurozone’s financial condi-
tions, suggesting policymakers remain calm
about the recent market volatility. ECB policy-
maker Ewald Nowotny also had positive remarks
after calling on the ECB to get on with tighten-
ing monetary policy gradually and to start with
the deposit rate. However, the euro weakened at
the end of the week due to a somewhat dovish
ECB meeting account and a stronger US dollar.
The easing concerns over an imminent escala-
tion of conflict between the US and Russia took
one of the support features from the euro, it’s
safe haven status of possessing a very large cur-
rent account surplus. The euro gained 0.52 per-
cent versus the green back in last week’s trading
session. The pound sterling retained its positive
tone last week and was the best performer
among G10 currencies. The pound soared to the
highest level since late January versus the US
dollar and is near a one year high against the
euro. Improving political prospects, a slight
rebound in economic indicators and a robust

Halifax House Price Index were all factors sup-
porting the upward movement. Policy makers at
the BOE have recently cautioned markets for
higher interest rates to come and markets now
expect the MPC to vote for another increase in
May’s meeting. Rising interest rates tend to sup-
port currencies as foreign capital flows are
drawn to countries where returns are rising and
this can especially be seen in EUR/GBP move-
ments. The pounded added 144 basis points on
the Dollar last week.

The safe haven yen was in a consolidating
mode until Thursday as markets continued to
shift between risk-on and risk-off themes. The
yen began its downward momentum on mid
Thursday as war tensions were diminishing after
President Trump softened his tone. Furthermore,
hawkish FED meeting minutes revealed rates
may rise even more this year and the yen is
extremely sensitive to other countries monetary
policies. The reason for that is the perception
that the BoJ will be among the last major
economies to tighten its monetary policy. The
Japanese yen lost 0.38 percent of its value to the
US dollar in the last five trading sessions. 

In the commodities complex, the precious
yellow metal may continue its upward momen-
tum this year after strong gains in 2017. The
most important driver is the demand for gold in

times of risk and volatility. Higher equity mar-
ket volatility will also provide a support to
gold prices as we have seen earlier this year.
Tighter monetary policies globally may create
headwinds to rallies but are largely priced in.
Last week, the safe haven asset gained 0.87
percent over the US dollar as global political
tensions slightly overshadowed US economic
fundamentals.

A more hawkish Fed
The meeting minutes of the FOMC revealed

that officials down played the sluggish Q1
growth readings and expressed increased confi-
dence in the US economy. A majority of the poli-
cy setters agreed that additional rate hikes are
warranted this year because labor market condi-
tions are expected to improve even more and
core inflation is anticipated to move up to the
FOMC’s 2 percent target in the medium term.
For the current year policy makers are on the
same page, however disagreement exists in what
the appropriate monetary policy path should be
for 2019 and 2020. The differences were already
revealed in the dot plot released after the last
meeting as the projections for 2019 and 2020
widened out. For next year, the median projec-
tion for the federal funds rate is 2.9 percent. Five
of the Committee’s current 15 members actually

think that will be the appropriate rate,
four members of the Committee think the
rate should be lower, and six think it
should be higher. Overall, the meeting
minutes indicate that the appropriate
path for the federal funds rate over the
next few years would likely be slightly
steeper than they had formerly project-
ed. However, the direction of policy after
this year is still up for debate.

US inflation 
Prices in the US were inflated last

month after the CPI rose from 2.2 per-
cent to 2.4 percent, while the core CPI
followed the same momentum from 1.8

percent to 2.1 percent. The figures suggest that
inflation soared at the quickest pace in a year.
The enhancement was mainly due to a change in
the method of calculating inflation. Weaker
mobile phone charges, which had reduced price
growth for the past year, were dropped out of
the calculation. Therefore, the FED’s earlier pre-
diction was correct that costs on mobile services
were a large factor of subdued inflation. The lat-
est indicators will add further evidence that
price pressures are broad based and on the rise. 

On the producer front, price growth last
month came above expectations for both head-
line and core. The annual rate of PPI was inflated
to 3 percent from 2.9 percent as the monthly rate
rose by 0.3 percent. The core figure increased
0.4 percent m/m, which brings the year on year
rate to 2.9 percent. That was the biggest
increase since August 2014 for the core data.
The wide-ranging increase in wholesale prices
backs the view that inflation is on the pick up
this year. Many economists believe that a tight-
ening labor market, feeble dollar and a fiscal
boost will push price growth toward the Federal
Reserve’s 2 percent target this year.

ECB’s meeting 
ECB policy makers’ gathering last month

raised concern about trade protectionism and

rejected a push to declare the conditions are
almost in place to end their bond-buying pro-
gram. The Governing Council meeting disclosed
that policy makers were close to meeting the
objective of putting inflation on a sustained path
toward the medium-term goal of just under 2
percent. However, officials concluded there was-
n’t adequate evidence to make the call, with
some arguing the slack in the economy may be
larger than assumed. The second concern was
the euro’s strength in recent months, partly due
to fears over US protectionism. The movement in
EUR/USD has not significantly reduced demand,
but policymakers called the exchange rate a
“significant source” of uncertainty with some
predicting a more negative impact on inflation.

Overall, the most influential group on the
council, including ECB president Mario Draghi
and his chief economist Peter Praet, believe a
degree of breathing room still exists. On the oth-
er hand, policymakers argued that the extra
capacity is largely exhausted in the euro-zone
and it is only a matter of time before inflation
picks up. So, the ECB can afford to tighten its
monetary policy and give price growth time to
accelerate. Recently, Governing Council member
Ewald Nowotny called on the ECB to get on
with the process to ensure it can take a gradual
approach and to start with the deposit rate,
which has been in negative territory since mid-
2014. The ECB has forecasted that core inflation
will be very close to 2 percent in 2020. It seems
the ECB is attempting a complex maneuver to
get hawkish without causing a sharp apprecia-
tion in the single currency. 

UK manufacturing sector 
Britain’s defiance in the manufacturing indus-

try came to a halt in February after the sector
constricted for the first time in nearly a year. The
manufacturing industry contracted 0.2 percent
versus an expectation of a 0.2 percent rise. Last
year, the sector was boosted by a mixture of a
fragile pound and stronger global growth, how-
ever the modest stimulus from sterling’s 2016
depreciation has begun to fade. Recently, global
economic indicators in the manufacturing sector
are losing pace, especially in Europe. Looking at
the survey, 54 percent of the manufacturing sec-
tor experienced an output decline, with machin-
ery and equipment dropping 3.9 percent. In the

latest three months, factory output rose 0.6 per-
cent, the least since July. GDP expansion might
be weaker in the Q1 than the 0.3 percent pre-
dicted by the Bank of England, which casts
doubt on whether a May interest-rate increase is
as likely as market pricing suggests.

China’s inflation disappoints 
Looking at Chinese price growth, both CPI

and PPI inflation came in below accord at 2.1
percent y/y and 3.1 percent y/y respectively.
Stabilizing food prices after the Chinese New
Year holidays and slower commodity price gains
were the main factors for muted inflation. The
data confirms the view that February’s CPI infla-
tion spike was one-off. As for the PPI, factory
price has been descending consecutively for the
fifth month and is currently at 17 months low. The
recurring downward momentum in price growth
increases the probability of an economic slow-
down, which many economists have been stating.
Inflation may ease even further as a slowdown in
credit growth is feeding through to an overall
softening in economic activity. On the monetary
front, softer inflation readings and moderation in
global growth at the start of the year are consis-
tent with a neutral monetary policy outlook.

BoJ front
As always, BoJ Governor Kuroda reiterated

his determination to maintain the central bank’s
loose monetary program, while offering an opti-
mistic view on prospects for meeting the 2 per-
cent inflation target. Japan’s economy grew an
annualized 1.6 percent in Q4 2017, marking the
eighth straight quarter of growth. Although, core
consumer inflation stood at 1 percent in
February, well below the BOJ’s 2 percent target.
A senior BOJ official stated there were promis-
ing signs in the economy that would help the
central bank meet its price goal. The reason for
the increased confidence on the price objective
was due to a raised assessment for two of
Japan’s nine regions and preserved its positive
view for six areas as a tightening job market
drove up household income and consumption.

Kuwait
Kuwaiti dinar at 0.29970
The USDKWD opened at 0.29970 on

Thursday morning.
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Dollar depreciates despite solid 
economic fundamentals, data

Syria war tension overshadows trade war fears

Trump upbeat
about NAFTA
breakthrough

KUWAIT: Kuwait  Finance
House (KFH) inked credit facil-
i ty of  KD 120 mil l ion with
Mena Homes Real  estate
Company, affiliated to Kuwait
Projects Company Holding
(KIPCO), for the development
work in Hessah Al-Mubarak
District real estate project that
is considered as a masterpiece
of urban development projects
of the company and the most
prominent real estate project
in the Capital.

General Manager Corporate Banking at
KFH, Khaled Yousif Alshamlan said that
the credit facility has a maturity of 11
years with a 3-year grace period.

He added in a press release, that
financing Mena Homes reflects the suc-
cessful efforts in supporting the Kuwaiti
companies and development projects. It
confirms the efficiency of Islamic finance
instruments in providing financing solu-
tions that meet customers’ requirements
while reflecting the world leadership posi-
tion of KFH in the Islamic finance industry
and the excellence in providing a wide
range of comprehensive financial services
as per highest international standards of
reliability and quality.

Alshamlan emphasized that KFH opera-
tions and financing services in the market
aims at strengthening partnership and
cooperation to serve the national econo-
my, indicating KFH offered financing to
several projects in vital sectors including

water and electricity, energy,
infrastructure and construc-
tion. He indicated the scope of
KFH’s business extends from
the local market to the global
and regional markets. 

KFH participated in financ-
ing terminal  II  bui lding for
Kuwait International Airport of
KD 124.6 million.

The Bank provided 200
million euros credit facility for
the construction of Canakkale
Bridge in turkey, and now KFH

has inked KD 120 million credit facility to
Mena Homes. The Bank is pioneering in
financing the SMEs. 

It is worth noting that the Bank has
recent ly  s igned a  Memorandum of
Cooperation ‘MOC’ stat ing that KFH
offers Sharia-compliant financing solu-
tions for individual purchasers of resi-
dential or commercial property in Hessah
Al-Mubarak District real estate develop-
ment project. The bank offers financing
solutions to the individual purchasers to
buy units in the project as per the MOC.
KFH provides advantages to KFH cus-
tomers within a range of facilities that
encourage all those wishing to purchase
from the project. 

KFH provides customers with financ-
ing services for purchasing, finishing and
even furnishing not to mention consulting
services by a dist inguished group of
experienced staff in the construction and
finishing stages.

KFH says KD 120m credit
facility to MENA Homes

NBK MONEY MARKETS REPORT

Khaled Yousif
Alshamlan

Another trade
war looms 
with US... on
Spanish olives
LA RODA DE ANDALUCIA, Spain: The US flag
still flutters next to others in front of the
AgroSevilla factory, the world’s biggest exporter
of black olives based in southern Spain.

But the cooperative in Andalusia may soon
have to take down the Stars and Stripes if a rise
of more than 20 percent in duties on black table
olives recently imposed by the United States, its
number one client, becomes permanent. Far from
just concerning Spain, the decision could snow-
ball into the US imposing duties on other
European products such as French cheese or
Italian wine. Since the winter and the sudden rise
in levies, “we have lost many contracts and we
have had to let people go for the first time ever,”
says Gabriel Redondo, president of a grouping of
4,000 farmers who all own a small share of the
factory, the world’s biggest for black olives.

Set at the heart of huge olive plantations
between Seville and Granada in the south, the
factory treats, cures and slices olives, which are
picked green. They are then put in jars and cans
and dispatched to 72 countries where they are
sold to pizzerias, sandwich shops and salad bars
- all expanding markets, particularly in the
United States.

‘Re-organizing everything’ 
AgroSevilla exports 25 percent of its annual

production to the US. But within the space of a
few months, the clouds have gathered for the
cooperative and the entire sector, which employs
8,000 people on full-time contracts and ensures
the survival of 16,000 farms in Andalusia.

In 2017, two Californian companies filed a
complaint against their Spanish competitors to

the US commerce department, accusing them of
dumping, or selling their products too cheaply in
the United States by profiting from EU subsi-
dies. The department opened a probe, as did the
International Trade Commission, an independent
federal agency that investigates trade-related
issues. The final decision is due on mid-July, but
the United States has already slapped temporary
duties of more than 20 percent this winter on
Spanish olives.

The conflict comes amid fears of a wider
trade war after US President Donald Trump’s
administration raised customs duties on steel
and aluminum, even if Europe is for the moment
exempt from these. For farmers in Andalusia, the
move to raise levies came as a total surprise.

The sector as a whole exports 40 percent of
its production to the United States for some 70
million euros ($86 million) a year. Even before
the final decision, some US buyers have sus-
pended their contracts, which are now too
expensive thanks to the temporary duties..

In the factory, “we’re re-organizing every-
thing,” says Redondo, who fears they will lose

market share to Morocco or Egypt. Out of 450
employees at the factory, 30 have already lost
their jobs. If the situation drags on, this could
rise to 80.

EU policy challenged 
Paradoxically, the Californian complaint only

targets finished products and not imports of
untreated olives that have just been picked. The
United States, which only produces 20 percent
of the olives it consumes, will therefore continue
buying the unprocessed olive fruit from Spain.

And that’s a concern for Spanish farmers.
“We don’t want to deliver olives without
transforming them” as the untreated fruit is
sold half the price of the finished product,
says Juan de Dios Segura, who farms 100
hectares of olive trees nearby. He’s waiting
anxiously for the July decision in the US, as he
has already bought all the necessary fertilizer
and machines for this year. The sector says it
has already spent five million euros in lawyers’
fees in the United States, and it feels forgotten
by the European Union. — AFP

MADRID: Farmer Juan de Dios Segura poses at the “Agro Sevilla” olive factory in La Roda de
Andalucia. AgroSevilla exports 25 percent of its annual production to the United States and the
factory has been specially calibrated to supply this crucial customer. — AFP
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Bayan weekly market report

KUWAIT: Boursa Kuwait ended last week in the red
zone. The Premier Market Index closed at 4,765.63
points, down by 0.58 percent, the Main Market Index
decreased by 0.07 percent after closing at 4,864.35
points, whereas the All-Share Market Index closed at
4,801.86 points down by 0.39 percent. Furthermore,
last week’s average daily turnover increased by 7.63
percent, compared to the preceding week, reaching
KD 12.28 million, whereas trading volume average
was 69.92 million shares, recording an increase of
55.29 percent.

The market recorded a weekly loss of around KD
146.30 million, whereas the market capitalization for
the total listed stocks by the end of the week declined
to about KD 26.57 billion against KD 26.72 billion in
the previous week, down by 0.55 percent.  (Note: The
market cap for the listed companies in the Market is
calculated based on the weighted average number of
the outstanding shares as per the latest available offi-
cial financial statements).

Despite the positive performance of the Boursa dur-
ing some daily sessions of last week, its three indices
ended the week with mixed losses on the weekly level,
came as a result to the increased selling pressures on
the leading and heavy stocks, in addition to the return
of the quick speculations’ control over trading of the
small-cap stocks, and the low trust state that took over
some traders due to the lack of positive motivators to
contribute in activating the market, which were enough
reasons to push the Boursa indicators to the red zone.

As far as the daily trading activity during the last
week, the three Boursa indices ended the first session
of the week in the green zone, for the first time since
the Market Development 2 phase was initiated, as a
result to the strong and active purchasing activity that
included a wide range of the listed stocks, headed by
the leading ones, especially in the Banks sector, in
addition to the return of the speculative operations to
arise once again, amid concentration of such trading
on the small-cap stocks as usual.  Also, despite the
Boursa gains recorded earlier in the week, the trading
indicators witnessed a drop, of both the volume and
the value, whereas the number of traded stocks
decreased by the end of the session by 8 percent,
while the trading value declined by 22.94 percent,
reaching only KD 8.47 million.

The Boursa could not continue recording gains in
the second session, as its three indices decreased
steeply, affected by the sel l ing pressures that
returned once again to control over the trading activ-
ity in the Market, in addition to the quick speculative
operations executed by some traders, causing many
stocks’ prices to drop, and pushing the Boursa to lose
all its gains recorded in the first session of the week,
as the market cap declined by 0.78 percent, or more
than KD 200 million.

On the mid-week session however, the three Boursa
indices were able to return to the green zone once
again, ending the session with a limited increase as a
result to the random purchasing operations, concen-
trated on some leading stocks, especially after disclos-
ing some local banks of its first quarter financial results
for the current year, which revealed a growth in its net
profits compared to the same period of last year.

Moreover, the Boursa continued recording gains for
its three indices on Wednesday’s session, which came
amid a noticeable growth in the liquidity, as it
increased by 72.64 percent reaching KD 18.17 million,
its highest level since the Market segmentation. The
Boursa witnessed such performance in light of traders’

concentration on the Banks sector’s stocks, which
acquired more than 70 percent of the cash liquidity
during the session. The Boursa witnessed on the last
trading session of the week a return to its three indices
to the loss zone once again, affected by the selling
pressures activity and the profit collection operations
that included many listed stocks in the Market, headed
by the leading stocks, which was reflected on the
Premier Market Index performance in particular, the
most declining Index compared to the Main and All-
Share indices.

Furthermore, last week witnessed a trading activity
over 139 stock out of 176 listed stock in the Market,
where 74 stock declined, against 56 stock grew, with
46 stock remained at no change.

Sectors’ indices
Seven of Boursa Kuwait’s sectors ended last week in

the red zone, five recorded increases. The
Telecommunications sector headed the losers list as its
index declined by 6.72 percent to end the week’s
activity at 872.52 points. The Insurance sector was
second on the losers’ list, which index declined by 5.29
percent, closing at 923.05 points, followed by the
Technology sector, as its index closed at 999.16 points
at a loss of 3.54 percent. The healthcare sector was the
least declining as its index closed at 991.93 points with
a 0.81 percent decrease. 

On the other hand, last week’s highest gainer was
the Basic Materials sector, achieving .3.05 percent
growth rate as its index closed at 1,017.41 points.
Whereas, in the second place, the Consumer Services
sector’s index closed at 1,011.01 points recording 1.06
percent increase. The Banks sector came in third as its
index achieved 1.01 percent growth, ending the week
at 967.05 points.

Sectors’ activity
The Financial Services sector dominated a total

trade volume of around 112.30 million shares changing
hands during last week, representing 32.12 percent of
the total market trading volume. The Real Estate sec-
tor was second in terms of trading volume as the sec-
tor’s traded shares were 25.17 percent of last week’s
total trading volume, with a total of around 87.98 mil-
lion shares. 

On the other hand, the Banks sector’s stocks were
the highest traded in terms of value; with a turnover of
around KD 30.23 million or 49.22 percent of last week’s
total market trading value. The Telecommunications
sector took the second place as the sector’s last week
turnover was approx. KD 6.37 million representing
10.38 percent of the total market trading value.  

—Prepared by: Studies & Research Department -
Bayan Investment Co.   

Boursa Kuwait indices bearish
despite rise in trading volume

Market records weekly loss of KD 146.30 million

26 new winners in 
Al-Hassad Islamic 
account this week
KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank recently conducted its Al-Hassad Islamic
account weekly draw, Kuwait’s leading sharia-compliant rewards pro-
gram that offers a broad range of prizes to the largest number of winners,
on the 11th of April 2018. The account provides 26 weekly prizes that are
comprised of KD 25,000 as a grand prize and 25 other prizes valued at
KD 1,000 each. AUB also offers four quarterly prizes that are valued at
KD 250,000 to each winner allowing them to achieve their dreams of
travelling, studying abroad, or owning their dream home or car. 

On this occasion Ahli United Bank announced, “With this draw, we
are adding 26 new winners and prizes to the Al-Hassad Islamic
account whereby, the total number of winners annually will include
more than 1300.”

The weekly grand prize winner of KD 25,000 is Sami Fawzi
Mohammed Khoder.

25 other winners won prizes of KD 1,000 and are as follows: Eid
Ahmad Mahmoud Eid, Shikhah Sulaiman abdullateef Al-Jaber, Abdulla
Ali Hassan M Aburahmah, Zubayda Abdulla Abdullatif Ali, Fahad Yousef
Khalid Al-Suhali, Naser Haj I Ebraheem Al-Muzayyan, Ghloum Hussain
Haji Abdullah, Hadad Ghulom Ali Haji Albuloshi, Hadi Mubarak Hadi
Alajmi, Mohammad Ahmad Mohammad, Hamed Ahmad Mohammad Al-
Awadhi, Abdulrahman Ali Abdulrahman Al-Hasawi, Salah Aldeen Khalil
Abdulla Salwout, Asmaa Ali  Abass Al-Dhafeeri , Huda Khalaf
Abdulkareem, Suhail Ahmad Riazuddin, Mahmoud Ahmad Salman
Ahmad, Manal Ahmed Hussain Ali Al-Sarraf, Fadhel Ahmed Makki
Ahmed, Juma Abdulla Salman Juma, Majeed Ebrahim Khalil Ebrahim,
Farooq Ameen Mohamed, Waleed Mubarak Mohd Al Shaikh, Ali
Mustafa Ahmed Hassan and Abdulelah A Mohsin Abdulla Aryan.                            

Al-Hassad Islamic account’s customers in Kuwait and Bahrain
are eligible to participate in the draw in line with the program’s
terms and conditions.

Ahli United Bank added, “There are increased opportunities that
await our current customers and those who are interested in opening
an Al-Hassad Islamic account to benefit from the wide range of prizes
and opportunities offered this year.” Individual customers can open
their accounts with a minimum deposit of KD 100, qualifying them to
enter the draw.

US VP discusses NAFTA with 
leaders of Mexico and Canada
LIMA: US Vice President Mike Pence held brief bilateral talks with the leaders of Mexico and
Canada on Saturday about the state of play in their NAFTA renegotiations, saying he was
“encouraged” by recent progress towards a deal. The discussions  on the sidelines of the
Summit of the Americas in Peru came as US officials said they believed they were narrowing
differences over a revised North American Free Trade Agreement, 24 years after its inception.

But US relations with Mexico had soured in recent weeks as US President Donald Trump
has sought to link the trade talks to Mexican efforts to stop migrants illegally crossing the
border into the US, and ordered National Guard troops to the border. Reporters travelling
with Pence said the vice president first saw Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, and then
met with Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto half an hour later. Pence’s demeanor with
Trudeau was notably warmer than with Pena Nieto. “We are neighbors, we are cherished
friends,” Pence said after shaking  hands with the Canadian leader. “We think we’re close” on
a new NAFTA arrangement, Pence said. “We are encouraged with the progress of our nego-
tiations, and we are hopeful that we can conclude a successful renegotiation.” —AFP
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KUWAIT: Al-Sayer Holding recently extended a warm
welcome to the management team of Motul who visited
Kuwait for the first time since the French lubricants offi-
cial launched by Al-Sayer Engineering as the authorized
distributor in Kuwait. 

Delegation from Motul including Hervet Amelot President
of the Management Board, Christophe Lacroix COO,
Jacome Felipe Managing Director Western Africa & Middle
East, Pankaj Sharma Business Development Manager Middle
East held talks with Mubarak Naser Al-Sayer CEO, Bengt
Schultz COO of Al-Sayer Holding and Bader Musaed Al-
Sayer CEO, Al-Dhow Holding. 

Crediting Al-Sayer, Hervet Amelot said “We are excited
to see the tremendous demand for Motul oil in Kuwait since
its grand launch in 2017.  In this regard we thank and highly
appreciate the strong sales efforts of Al-Sayer Engineering
team members under the leadership of Al-Sayer Board of
Directors and Management. We are committed to working
with concerned departments and officials to expand our
brand presence in Kuwait.”

Al-Sayer members organized orientation visit for Motul
delegates to Al-Sayer’s Toyota and Lexus facilities and also
took a tour of the market to meet business partners during
the trip. Motul Management were impressed with the iconic
Lexus center as one of the biggest luxury automotive show-

room in the region, as Mahmoud Abou-Zahr Business
Director accompanied the guests during a walk around at
the facility.

Speaking during the occasion Mubarak Naser Al-Sayer
said “All our efforts at Al-Sayer Group are about providing
high-quality products with the best after sales services to
our customers. With Motul, a French lubricants brand team-
ing up with us, Al-Sayer marks a new milestone of achieve-
ment. We will keep ensuring we provide our customers with

the best facilities and services in cooperation with the team
at Motul.”

Motul is one of the world’s leading brands in high-tech
motor oils, as well as being an official supplier to many of the
racing teams, which includes the “Toyota Racing Division”
and other leading European automobile manufacturers who
are collaborating with them to further technological devel-
opment. With a heritage spanning 160 years and presence
currently in 160 countries, the brand is driven by 6 core val-

ues: Premium, Specialist, Passionate, Authentic, Brotherly,
and Ingenious. 

Adding to the excitement Al-Sayer is currently running a
promotion campaign exclusively for Motul oil offering a
chance for customers to win FT 86, stylish sports car from
Toyota. Motul lubricants are available for customers through
Al-Sayer Engineering’s wide network of five centers for
tires, oils and paints as well as in authorized dealers, co-ops,
garages and Auto-repair shops across the State of Kuwait. 

High-level French delegation 
from Motul visits Al-Sayer 

Al-Sayer and Motul aim for steady growth

Integrated Holding 
Company holds 
its AGM for 2017
KUWAIT: Integrated Holding Company (IHC), the
Kuwait-based sharia-compliant equipment rental compa-
ny, recently held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) for
the fiscal year 2017, which was attended by 99.13 percent
of shareholders.

The AGM approved the distribution of 30 percent cash
dividends for the financial year ended December 31, 2017.
This comes on the heels of IHC’s solid financial perform-
ance, with the Company reporting KD 13.3 million net
profit for the fiscal year 2017, a growth of 36 percent from
the recorded profit of KD 9.8 million in 2016.

At the AGM, IHC’s Chairman and CEO, Jassim Mustafa
Boodai, spoke of the Company’s stellar financial perform-
ance and its continuous growth trajectory since inception.
“Since its establishment more than a decade ago, IHC has
grown at a steady and consistent rate, quickly cementing
itself as a key player supporting the country’s oil and gas
sector. Today, IHC serves as a key partner in many of the
sector’s most vital and complex projects, and continues to
offer operational solutions tailored to meet the specialized
needs of this industry.”  

Strong performance for 2017 
According to IHC’s consolidated financial statements

for the fiscal year ended 31 December 2017, the Company

recorded a 30 percent growth in net revenue from KD 31
million in 2016 to KD 40 million in 2017. Kuwait is IHC’s
primary operational market, accounting for 89 percent of
revenue in 2017. 

Boodai commented: “Our strong financial performance
reflects the robustness of our fleet, as well as our technical
expertise and management technique which is geared to
maximize profitability. The strong operational performance
of the company has resulted in net profits more than dou-
bling over the last 3 years.”

Record dividends 
Since its establishment in 2007, IHC has been consis-

tently profitable allowing it to pay strong stock and cash
dividends since its first year of operations. This year the
Company distributed a record 30 percent in cash divi-
dends to shareholders. 

Market leader in heavy equipment rentals
A leading pan-GCC heavy equipment rental company

catering to the oil and gas sector, IHC is ranked 3rd glob-
ally and 1st in the Middle East in wheeled mobile cranes,
according to Cranes Today Magazine. Building on its high
safety standards, strong technological leadership and
operational excellence, the Company saw a consistent
growth in its equipment fleet, growing from 1,832 in 2014
to 2,161 by end of fiscal year 2017. The Company contin-
ues to invest heavily in expanding its equipment portfolio,
having successfully grown its fleet significantly over the
past three years. 

A key partner in oil & gas sector 
Since the beginning of its operations, IHC has contin-

ued to focus on serving the highly complex and specific
needs of the energy sector. The Company has built a
proven track record as a trusted pillar of operational sup-
port, playing a significant role in numerous landmark
development projects, including its current involvement
with the Clean Fuel Project. 

An attractive future for the industry 
“With its sizeable fleet of equipment, IHC has the

capacity to support mega projects in the oil and gas sec-
tor, putting its broad range of expertise into action,” said
Boodai. “That is especially important given the major
boom this market will be seeing on the projects front. With
the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) recently
announcing a five-year capex plan of $114 billion, the mar-
ket is ripe for us to grow and expand significantly - and
we are looking forward to continuing to serve as an
invaluable partner to the oil and gas industry and intensify
our long-term growth interest in the sector.” 

Experience IDdesign 
in bloom: New 2018 
catalogue
KUWAIT: Always aiming to be the preferred international
home furnishing brand, IDdesign proudly presents the
brand new 124 pages catalogue with the theme ‘Let your
home blossom.”

Based on the leading interior tends, IDdesign has
launched inspirational catalogues since 1969 and this year
is no exception. This year’s catalogue displays a new cre-
ative expression by using current trends and predicting
ones to come.

The floral trend is back in vogue and will be one of the
global trends to evolve in 2018. Regardless of time, flowers
have been a language of deep symbolic meaning. Flowers
communicate our emotions in the most expressive way.
The catalogue presents a new artistic way of using flowers
that evoke unexpressed thoughts and feelings.

“The purpose of this year’s catalogue is to create a
persona and homely feeling, aligned with the way we work
with trends and style.”

The furniture and home accessories collection is one
of the widest in business and is designed to meet your

individual needs. However, the products are presented in
a way what is easy to convey into your home. The cata-
logue offers great inspiration within furnishing and
every piece of furniture is united by design, comfort and
craftsmanship.

“The IDdesign universe is characterized by furniture
and home accessories that are designed with the well-
known Scandinavian sense of detail and quality in mind.
The 2018 collection embraces the latest colour and
material tendencies, allowing your home to blossom like
never before.”

The catalogue “Let your home blossom” is available in
stores now.

Damas Jewellery 
launches exclusive 
promotion to 
commemorate 
Akshaya Tritiya
KUWAIT: Damas Jewellery, the leading jewelry retail-
er in the GCC, showcases the royal era of timeless
beauty reminiscent for Akshaya Tritiya with their gold
jewelry collection. They promise to make this auspi-
cious occasion an unforgettable journey of celebra-
tion with premium cut diamonds to colorful precious
stones. While cut diamonds have a brilliance that’s
outstanding, uncut diamonds nevertheless have a
unique charm of their own.

This year’s promotional offer is the most exciting
that has ever been launched in jewelry retail! Choose
from contemporary expressions, discover an eternal
elegance and benefit from the exclusive in-store pro-
motions that consists of an Instant cashback offer on
purchase of select diamond jewelry and gift vouchers
and offers on purchase of gold jewelry. During this
period, customers can also benefit from zero to AED10
Making Charges on select 22K gold jewelry, zero mak-
ing charges on 22k gold coins and zero deduction on
gold exchange. To make things even better, there is a
0% easy payment plan in place with all their partner
banks. Other rewards include bonus air miles on any
purchase. With everything that Damas Jewellery is
offering, this is one promotion you do not want to miss!

Damas Jewellery unveils legacy’s lyrical of pure ele-
gance with polka diamond Jewelry which can be treas-
ured by many celebrations to come. Celebrate the new
you with a slice of timeless beauty from Damas
Jewellery’s Ananya collection which makes one stand
out from the crowd with refined diamond sets that
accesorizes perfectly with every occasion. The Rangoli
collection adds a burst of color to captivate your imag-
ination which perfectly blends modern styling with tra-
ditional designs.

Damas Jewellery has also designed an artful piece
from Navaratna collection, which is an 18k gold three
piece set of pendant, ring and matching earrings; each
of which contains a purple ruby surrounded by eight
precious stones.  While Akshaya Tritiya is all about new
beginnings, it is also the perfect occasion to pay
respects to the Nava Grahas (nine planets), which are
reputed to have the power to influence fortunes.
Navratna’s charismatic designs unites the energy of 9
stones which brings strength and fortune to you on this
special day. Inspired by the cherished symbol of the
eternal bond of marriage, the Mangal Sutram collection
lights up classical design with a fresh new look. The
Harmony Collection is designed based on inspiration
from classic Italian designs which resembles Beauty in
Simplicity. The Maharani collection which makes you
look and feel like a queen, reflects a royal past and a
rich Indian heritage indeed. Celebrate Akshaya Tritiya
with luxurious 22 karat Sampatti designs which are
timeless temple pieces to treasure. The Avani collection
will make you feel exquisite every time you wear it. 

This Akshaya Tritiya, marvel at the new, ethnically
stunning special collection from now available at
selected Damas Jewellery stores across the UAE. Join
Damas Jewellery and celebrate this special day with the
exquisite Akshaya Tritiya collection.

Turkish Airlines 
wins TripAdvisor’s 
2018 Travelers’ 
Choice Awards
KUWAIT: Turkish Airlines, flying to more countries than
any other airline, is delighted to have been recognized as
one of the best airlines at three categories in 2018’s
TripAdvisors’ Travelers’ Choice Awards.  

TripAdvisor has highlighted the world’s top carriers
based on the quantity and quality of reviews and ratings
for airlines worldwide gathered over a 12-month period. 

In this year’s ranking, Turkish Airlines has achieved
great success by being ranked as one of the best airlines in
three categories: “Travellers Choice Major Airline -
Europe”, “Travellers Choice Business Class - Europe”, and
“Travellers Choice Economy Class - Europe.”

These awards illustrate the appeal of Turkish Airlines
across the different classes and products on offer. They
are all based on reviews posted over a 12 month period
and are a reflection of the quality and service that

Turkish Airlines consistently offers. Turkish Airlines also
received an award for a Travellers Choice Major Airline
- Europe in 2017.

“We’re honored to be recognized as the best airline at
three categories in 2018 TripAdvisors’ Travelers’ Choice
Awards. This represents a valuable appreciation for our
commitment to the excellence. Besides that, these awards
also stand for a testament to the great efforts made by the
huge Turkish Airlines family to turn our passengers’ entire
flight experiences into an exclusive and memorable jour-
ney. I would like to thank both our valued passengers,
family members, and TripAdvisor for making us so proud
with those awards.” said Ahmet Olmustur, Turkish Airlines
Chief Marketing Officer (CMO). 

“We’re thrilled to recognize the global TripAdvisor
community’s favorite airlines and shine a spotlight on the
carriers around the world that provide the very best flying
experiences, including Turkish Airlines,” said Bryan
Saltzburg, Senior Vice President and General Manager for
TripAdvisor Flights. “As the airline industry introduces
new fare products and a widening array of in-flight offer-
ings, consumers continue to seek out the carriers that
deliver value and a quality experience.  The Travelers’
Choice awards for airlines recognize the carriers that
exceed passenger expectations and receive top marks
from travelers.”

Jassim Mustafa Boodai
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Stiff new license 
fees threaten 
Tanzanian blogs
NAIROBI: Tanzanians have to pay $900 for a permit to
blog, a staggering amount for many in the country, say crit-
ics who see the fee as a further bid by President John
Magufuli to gag dissident voices. A sweeping new law cov-
ering a broad range of online activity was signed in mid-
March. Under it, the operators of online platforms such as
blogs, podcasts and live streaming services will have to pay
stiff fees to operate. 

To launch a blog, for example, a user must pay over
two million Tanzanian shillings ($900, 750 euros) in fees
to get a license. A renewal fee of over $400 is due every
three years thereafter. “The simple creation of a platform
represents several months’ salary for a blogger,” said
Arnaud Froger of the press freedom watchdog Reporters
Without Borders (RSF). “Tanzanian authorities want to
get rid of the blogosphere and they couldn’t have chosen
a better way to do it,” he said in a statement. “The climate
of fear and self-censorship that has already affected tra-
ditional media is now reaching online media, where many
journalists found refuge.”

Tanzania has a vibrant blogging community, whose
members report or comment extensively on news, enter-
tainment and music, as well as sport, lifestyle and travel.
Under the new law, a blogger can face fines of up to
$2,200 for publishing content considered “indecent,
obscene (or) hate speech”, or even just for causing
“annoyance”. The legislation broadly defines a blog as “a
website containing a writer’s or group of writers’ own;
experiences, observations, opinions including current
news, events, journals, advertisements and images, video
clips and links to other websites”.

Getting rid of critics 
Magufuli, 58, took office in 2015 as a corruption-fight-

ing “man of the people”. But he has earned criticism for his
authoritarian leadership style, with detractors saying he has
clamped down on opposition and freedom of expression.
Under his rule, numerous opposition members have been
arrested or jailed, critical media shut down and people
arrested for perceived “insults” to the president.

On February 26, a Tanzanian court handed two five-
month jail terms to two opponents of the regime, including
a lawmaker, for allegedly defaming the president. A new law
introduced in 2016 required journalists to register them-
selves as such, seen as a further bid to curtail the media. In
March police arrested a driver and a farmer accused of
calling for anti-government protests on social media.

For many in the online media fraternity, the latest law
governing web content is just another nail in the coffin of
media freedom. “Most bloggers will not be able to find this
money. But the problem is bigger than the financial aspect,”
said Maxence Melo, founder of the Jamii Media blog who
has previously been taken to court for refusing to reveal the
identity of a critical contributor to his site. “The govern-
ment’s objective is to get rid of sites which are already con-
sidered critical. Because paying a fee doesn’t mean you will
have a licence, the relevant government department can still
refuse this permit.”

During a public discussion last week over the new law,
the secretary general of the Tanzania Bloggers Network,
Frantz Mwantepele, said many would struggle to “fulfill the
conditions in the law”. “The fees that we are supposed to
pay for licenses far surpass the revenues of many blog-
gers,” he said. Mike Mushi, who also works for Jamii Media,
asked why the government was imposing fees when it is not
the owner of the internet as a means of publication. When it
comes to traditional radio and television “we know that the
government is the owner of the frequencies they use. But is
the government the owner of the internet?” —AFP

Speakers remained upbeat over the numerous prospects

Tech dream still alive at TED 
despite Facebook debacle

VANCOUVER: A month after news of the data fiasco at
Facebook dampened enthusiasm for the idea that inno-
vation can cure all ills, the tech dream was still alive at
the big-ideas TED Conference this week. TED atten-
dees were keenly aware of recent tech troubles, from
Facebook being called before Congress over user priva-
cy to a self-driving Uber car’s accident that killed a
woman pushing a bicycle across a street.

“The beautiful story we told ourselves that if we just
connected the world together everything would get bet-
ter is not working out,” TED curator Chris Anderson
told the gathering which ended yesterday. But even if
the dream has been shaken, it is not broken, according
to many of those attending the week-long deep-thinker
conference.

“Our situation with technology is complicated, but
the big picture is rather sim-
ple,” Massachusetts
Institute of Technology pro-
fessor Max Tegmark said in
a TED talk. “We can either
be complacent about the
future, drift in a rudderless
ship to our own obsoles-
cence or be ambitious and
think of how we want to
steer our technology to an
age of amazement.”

Jaron Lanier, an author
and technologist credited
with pioneering virtual reality, contended that it was
clear decades ago that “we were facing a knife-edge
future” where the technology we love could be our
undoing. “We have a challenge,” Lanier said during a
talk on the TED stage. “We have to create a culture
around technology that is so beautiful, so meaningful, so
deeply filled with infinite potential that it draws us away
from committing mass suicide.” Even amid the gloom of
recent weeks, some TED speakers remained upbeat

over the prospects for artificial intelligence to help
improve the democratic process; for satellite technology
to save marine life; and medical tech that delivers new
mechanical limbs and organs.

Free model in question 
Lanier said there needs to be more discussion on the

current model of the internet in which free social net-
works and search engines rely on advertising, with tar-
geting techniques growing increasingly precise. “What
started out as advertising became behavior modifica-
tion,” Lanier said. “I can’t call these things social net-
works anymore; I call them behavior modification
empires.”

Lanier and others at TED saw promise in titans such
as Facebook and Google shifting to subscription models

that have proven successful
for Netflix and Amazon, with
subsidies for those who need
them. He advocated a sub-
scription model with finan-
cially strapped people pro-
vided subsidies and all users
paid for personal data that
could be valuable to technol-
ogy firms. “I am certain that
the Googles and the
Facebooks would do better
in this world,” Lanier said.

There was strong support
for the idea of a “digital bill of rights” enshrining in law
how people and their data should be treated in a tech-
nology-driven world. Keen attention was being paid to a
new data protection standard, the General Data
Protection Regulation, set to take effect in May in
Europe, with a hope it would blaze a path for others.
The standard gives web users much greater control over
how their personal information is stored and used, with
big fines for companies that break the rules.

The upbeat view 
Steven Pinker, a Harvard professor who has gained

notoriety for an upbeat view of progress in the world, told
the conference that feelings of gloom about the fate of
humanity are misguided. “You can always fool yourself
comparing dramatic headlines of the present with rose-tint-
ed views of the past,” said Pinker, whose recent book

“Enlightenment Now” makes the case that prosperity and
other measures of well-being are on the rise, in large part
due to technological innovation. “During the decades when
the world has gotten happier and healthier, news has gotten
darker,” Pinker said. “The unsolved problems facing the
world today are gargantuan, but we must see them as prob-
lems to be solved and not inevitable outcomes.” —AFP

VANCOUVER: TED content director Kelly Stoetzel and curator Chris Anderson kick off a session at the big-
ideas conference. —AFP

EU senses Facebook 
scandal shifts privacy 
tide towards its favor
BRUSSELS: Sensing the Facebook scandal has shifted the
transatlantic winds, the EU is asserting itself as a forward-
looking regulator rather than a retrograde bulwark against
Silicon Valley’s innovative might. After years of mounting
concern, the European Union will introduce tough new
data protection rules next month, which Facebook chief
Mark Zuckerberg himself has welcomed in the face of the
latest scandals. The General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR), which comes into force on May 25, gives web
users much greater control over how their personal infor-
mation is stored and used, with big fines for companies
that break the rules.

“I was really desperate about thinking how to make the
best possible campaign for GDPR so now this is well done,
so thank you Mr Zuckerberg,” the EU’s justice and con-
sumer affairs commissioner Vera Jourova told reporters in
Brussels this week. “His declaration that they want to
expand our European rules globally, it’s only good news, it
sounds very nice to me.”

The GDPR is not the only EU action that has triggered
accusations of protectionism against the new digital econ-
omy. It has also drawn fire over its massive anti-trust fines
against Google and Apple as well as plans to tax internet
giants. During questioning by US senators on Tuesday
over the Cambridge Analytica scandal, Zuckerberg said
Facebook was “committed to rolling out the controls and
the affirmative consent” required by the new EU rules
“around the world”. 

Under the new rules, companies will need explicit con-
sent from users to share their data with third parties and
people will have the right to know what personal informa-
tion is stored about them and to ask for it to be deleted.
Breaches can lead to heavy fines-up to four percent of a
company’s global turnover. Zuckerberg said he took per-
sonal responsibility for the fact that 87 million people’s
personal data was improperly shared with Cambridge
Analytica, a firm which worked for Donald Trump during
the 2016 presidential campaign.

‘Wake-up call’ 
The Facebook chief “had always said the opposite, that

it was going to kill the internet,” said Viviane Reding, the
centre-right European Parliament member who initiated

the GDPR when she was a European commissioner in
2012. “Now our regulation is seen as a positive step for the
internet’s future development,” she said.

Reding said the Cambridge Analytica scandal was a
“wake-up call” to the United States in the same way that
whistleblower Edward Snowden’s revelations about mass
US intelligence surveillance was to Europe.

The US senators who questioned Zuckerberg “studied
closely the European legislation,” Reding said. “They
understood that this model is not an internet killer, but the
basis for its balanced development.” European Parliament
member Maria Joao Rodrigues, a Portuguese socialist, said
times have changed, recalling how even some European
governments had initially opposed the GDPR. “US con-
gressmen are contacting us at the European Parliament to
learn about our experience,” Rodrigues said.

Jan Albrecht, a German MEP from the Greens party,
said Europeans have demonstrated they have taken a
“necessary step” to protect data, not stall the economy.

“The far-sightedness that the EU has shown is confirmed,”
Albrecht said, recalling those who said “we must not cre-
ate any hurdles for the digital economy”.

‘Extremely proud’ 
He said Europeans should stop doubting themselves

and “be extremely proud” that they are leading the way
and that their market is big enough to “set standards” for
the rest of the world. “The US Congress has failed to do so
for years and left legislative initiatives untreated,” Albrecht
said. Guillermo Beltra, a legal expert with the European
consumers association BEUC, said the GDPR is a great
example of the EU showing industry where “innovation
should go towards”, with society demanding citizen priva-
cy first. “What the EU does is try to make technology
developments adapt to society’s social values, as opposed
to the society having to adapt its values to accept the new
technology,” Beltra said. —AFP

Hundreds rally 
for US science
WASHINGTON: Gesturing towards the White House,
home to President Donald Trump who has called himself
“a very stable genius,” Isaac Newton begged to differ.
“Knowing many geniuses, and being one myself, I would
venture to say that was rather a boastful claim on his
part,” said “Newton,” actually Dean Howarth, a Virginia
high school physics teacher in period dress.

Howarth was among hundreds of people who turned
out to a “March for Science” Saturday in Washington to
“create tangible change and call for greater accounta-
bility of public officials to enact evidence-based policy,”
according to organizers. That was the formal message of
the rally, one of more than 200 events being carried out
around the world. But as keynote speaker Sheila
Jasanoff said, the signs carried by people like Howarth
told a more direct and simple story.

Many of those messages, while more restrained
than Howarth’s, carried implicit criticism of Trump,
who withdrew from the global Paris Agreement on cli-
mate change, has defended coal-fired power plants,

seeks to roll back environmental regulations, and has
yet to name his top science advisor. “Make America
Smart Again,” said a placard carried by one demon-
strator, giving an alternative take on Trump’s “Make
America Great Again” pledge. “We’re here because no
one wants to be led by the gut feelings of our elected
officials,” Jasanoff, a Professor of Science and
Technology Studies at Harvard, said in her opening
address without specifically referring to Trump’s
widely-reported tendency to govern by instinct rather
than analysis.

“Good science depends on good democracy. Let me
repeat: good science needs good democracy,” she
said. David Titley, a retired rear admiral who led the
US Navy’s task force on climate change, told the
crowd that science shows we need to “take actions
now to avoid the worst of the risks we know are highly
likely to appear.” Many in the crowd listened under the
shade of cherry blossom trees beneath the Washington
Monument on the first summer-like Saturday of the
year. “Science is what separates facts from fallacies,
falsehoods and fanaticism,” Titley said. “If we ignore
and denigrate science we do so at our own peril.”

Suzelle Fiedler, 44, a former laboratory worker, told
AFP she attended the rally because of the administra-
tion’s desire to cut research funding, and “they’re dis-

missing a lot of scientific facts like climate change.”
Steven Schrader’s sign proclaimed that he is not a “mad
scientist. I’m furious.” Schrader, 66, told AFP the
administration “is trying to essentially take science out
of decision making.” —AFP

Behavior 
modification

empires

WASHINGTON: Demonstrators take part in the March for
Science. —AFP

BEIJING: This photo illustration taken on March 23, 2018 shows Facebook logos on a computer screen. —AFP
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PARIS: Hepatitis C is easily cured.  Yet, about 400,000
people die of the liver disease every year as only a smat-
tering get the medicine they need. On Friday, the World
Health Organization (WHO) urged governments to
attack the problem with more urgency, and more money.
Only about three million people from an estimated 71
million Hepatitis C virus (HCV) carriers, received the
treatment they needed, the UN’s health organ said at an
International Liver Congress in Paris.

“We very much encourage leaders in countries and
politicians, policymakers, to... include Hepatitis C treat-
ment into their broader health portfolio and really also
find the domestic resources that are needed to take this
forward,” said Gottfried Hirnschall, head of the WHO’s
global hepatitis programme. The price of a cure ranges
from about $200 (162 euros) to several thousand dollars
per person-excluding diagnostic tests and healthcare
salaries and infrastructure. But “by really frontloading
and treating people, and treating them as quickly as
possible... you save costs later,” Hirnschall told AFP.

“You save costs that you have if somebody progress-
es to liver disease or other diseases that require hospi-
talisation, in some instances very costly liver transplants,
(or) tertiary care.” There is no vaccine for Hepatitis C,
and curing it is the best way to prevent virus spread.
HCV is most commonly passed on through infected
blood-either by soiled needles used to inject legal or
illegal drugs, or blood transfusions. Only about one in
five people even know they are infected. Many go on to
develop cancer or cirrhosis of the liver.

‘Incredible opportunity’ 
A new category of drug called direct-acting antivirals

(DAAs), described by Hirnschall as “revolutionary”, can
cure all six major HCV strains, with a success rate of
more than 90 percent. It comes as a once-daily pill taken
for eight to 12 weeks. If all infected people could get it,
the treatment would slash liver cancer deaths by 80 per-
cent, says the WHO.

Some countries, such as Egypt, Pakistan, China, and
Brazil, have “really started to increase access” to HCV
medicines, said Hirnschall-some relying on special
licencing agreements that allows for the production of
cheaper, generic versions . As a result, the majority of
infected people live in low- to middle-income coun-
tries where prices today are but a fraction of the

$84,000 initially charged in the United States for a
three-month course. In many rich countries, prices
remain high, said Hirnschall.

The WHO is reviewing its guidelines on HCV treat-
ment, he added, and will propose that every person
older than 12 must have access to DAA. Governments
right now have “an incredible opportunity,” said
Hirnschall, “with medicines becoming available that are
simple, that are cheap, that can now be delivered not
only through specialist hepatologists but also through
the primary care system.

“There’s no reason to not scale this up, to not take
this forward.” The WHO will release an estimate of the
global price tag in June. Two years ago, health ministers
agreed to eliminate viral hepatitis as a public health
threat by 2030 — meaning to reduce new infections by
90 percent and deaths by 65 percent. On Thursday, the
liver conference heard that only six European coun-
tries-the Netherlands, Iceland, Georgia, France, Spain,
Switzer land —  were on track to meet  the goal .
Research published last year showed the number of
Hepatitis C infections in the United States had nearly
tripled in five years, partly due to a rise in needle-shar-
ing fuelled by the opioid epidemic. —AFP

UN’s health organization calls
for new Hepatitis C offensive

‘Include Hepatitis C treatment into their broader health portfolio’ 

Chinese baby born 
four years after 
parents’ death
BEIJING: A surrogate mother has given birth to a baby
boy in China four years after his parents died in a car
crash, Chinese media reported. The deceased couple
was undergoing fertility treatments before the fatal
accident in 2013.  Their parents fought a drawn-out legal
battle to gain access to the couple’s fertilized embryos,
kept in a hospital in the eastern city of Nanjing.  The

baby boy-nicknamed “Tiantian,” or “sweet” in
Mandarin-was born on December 9 to a Laotian surro-
gate, the Beijing News reported Tuesday.  Surrogacy is
illegal in China, forcing those who can afford it to look
for potential options abroad.

Laos has become the latest impoverished nation in
Asia to witness a flourishing but legally opaque commer-
cial surrogacy industry after countries like Thailand,
Cambodia and Nepal outlawed the practice in recent
years.  “He’s always smiling. His eyes are like my daugh-
ter’s, but he looks more like his dad,” new grandmother
Hu Xingxian, told the state-run newspaper. The grand-
parents had to clear several hurdles to transport the
embryos out of China and prove the paternity and nation-
ality of the baby once it was born.  “First we thought of
using air freight, but none of the airlines were willing to

take the thermos-sized bottle of liquid nitrogen where the
four embryos were stored,” Liu Baojun, a surrogacy
expert who assisted the families, told The Beijing News.

So the families decided to transport their precious car-
go by road to Laos, where commercial surrogacy is legal.
The next problem was getting the baby back into China.
Children born through surrogacy outside the country
need to have a DNA test proving that one of the biologi-
cal parents is a Chinese national.  To get around the issue,
the Laotian surrogate mother was brought to China on a
tourist visa and the families arranged for her to give birth
at a private hospital in the southern city of Guangzhou.

The child was kept in the hospital for 15 days, until all
four grandparents gave blood and DNA tests, establish-
ing the baby was indeed their grandson and that both
parents were Chinese nationals. —AFP

HEFEI: In this file photo taken at a hospital in Hefei, east China’s Anhui province on November 28, 2011, a
Chinese parent shows a test result slip confirming his child has Hepatitis C. —AFP 
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The Australian College of Kuwait (ACK) and Schlumberger
Company inaugurated the “Schlumberger Laboratory” at ACK
campus. Schlumberger Company is the largest Oilfield Services

company in the world. The partnership established with Schlumberger is
a milestone in the story of the Petroleum Engineering Department of
ACK, and will propel the digital platform for Petroleum Engineering to
match the current standards of the oil industry in terms of reservoir sim-
ulation, geo-modeling, subsurface studies and analysis for oil and gas

reservoirs. The laboratory consists of several computers acquired by
ACK, capable of carrying out multiple operations at high speed with the
visualization and graphic capacity needed to run the advanced suite of
different software, which were donated by Schlumberger and are equiv-
alent to 12 million dollars.

ACK “Schlumberger Laboratory” will enable Petroleum Engineering
students at ACK to receive training on the most advanced technologies
of the oil sector, thus facilitating their readiness and employability into

the productive sector of the local, regional, and world oil industry.
Likewise, this new laboratory will provide an expanded platform for
research to ACK faculty, expanding the opportunities for digital model-
ing, analysis, utilization of synthetic and real data, for studies and
research. Additionally, the laboratory could be used by Schlumberger to
provide training courses to local companies, creating further opportuni-
ties of expanding in the liaisons of ACK with the private sector in the
State of Kuwait

At JACC, “Bareec” celebrated the sec-
ond academic seasonal closing cere-
mony 2017/2018 under the auspices of

the Minister of Education and Higher
Education Prof Hamed Mohammed Al Azmi, a
group of media professionals, journalists in
addition to Kuwait University professors,
school principals as well as student, parents
and educators attended the ceremony.

The ceremony started with the National
Anthem and a recital from the Holy Quran.
Shaikha Intisar delivered a speech, saying
“Bareec celebrates its season closing cere-
mony.  The program aims to create positive
learning environments by promoting positive
thinking, and well-being among schools and
Kuwait University students. We have worked
smart with experts in positive psychology to
develop this creative educational curriculum
aiming at instilling positive attitudes among
the youth. The program is one of a kind in the
Middle East.  “Bareec” inspires students to
make social behavioral change in themselves
and the people around them, believing in their
major contribution to the development of
their country and shaping its future.

Hand in hand “Bareec” is currently work-
ing with the Ministry of Education. As of April
1, 2018, the national impact of Alnowair and
Bareec led to become a part of National
Development Plan “New Kuwait 2035” under

the theme of Human Capital, stemming from
the vision of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
to transform Kuwait into a leading regional

financial, cultural and institutional center by
2035. We will work with the utmost attentive-
ness and intelligence to achieve the goals of
development in our beloved country Kuwait.

Under the auspices and with the attendance of PAAET director, Dr Ali Al-
Mudhaf, PAAET teaching staffs syndicate recently held a special cere-
mony to celebrate the conclusion of its activities for 2018 as well as

bestowing honors to the participants. The ceremony was attended by the First
Deputy PM and Defense Minister’s office manager, Sheikh Hamad Al-Khaled
Al-Malek Al-Sabah.  

ACK and Schlumberger Company 
inaugurate Schlumberger Laboratory

Bareec celebrates its Second Academic
Season Closing Ceremony

ICSK LKG 
orientation 
program

ICSK Junior welcomed the tiny tots for the
LKG orientation program on 8th April,
2018.  The objective to this orientation

program was to inform, inspire and guide the
parents through this exciting first year of
schooling. The Principal, Mrs Sherly Dennis
spoke about the importance and the guide-
lines of right parenting. Giving right guide-
lines at the right time plays an important role
in a child’s growth.  She emphasized on teach-
ing them to live along with giving luxuries of
life. She introduced the Vice Principal Mrs
Sheeja, the supervisor Mrs Shafika Yunus and
all the Class teachers of LKG.

For the parent’s better understanding of
the school in policies and rules, Mrs Sheeja,
Vice Principal, gave valuable guidelines to
them, familiarizing them with what their chil-
dren would experience and learn. The parents
felt welcomed, their anxieties removed and
minds assured that their children would get
the best education and care. It was a great
opportunity for the children to know their
teachers and for the parents to know about
the school.

ASSE Kuwait
organizes
Technical Meet

American Society of Safety
Engineers (ASSE), Kuwait
Chapter is a premier voluntary,

Non-profit Health, Safety and
Environmental organization, which
strives to provide professional guidance,
training, consultancy and resources to
the industrial and social sectors in the
region.

As a part of continuous efforts in its
professional journey, ASSE-Kuwait
Chapter organized 226th technical meet
(8th for the term 2017-18) on
“Communication at Work Place” in
Kohinoor Party Hall, Fahaheel on 3rd
April 2018. The Technical Meet began
with the Opening address by Sunil N
Sadanandan, Chapter Secretary, briefed
about the chapter activities. Aamir
Rasheed, Vice President of ASSE Kuwait
welcomed the participants and appreci-
ated their participation in the technical
meet. 

Jeffrey Catlett, Head of Professional
Development Committee introduced the
speakers for the day Anil Lobo &
Alamgir Muhammad. Anil Lobo, Security
Manager at Ahli United Bank, holds a

master’s degree in Health Safety &
Environment (HSE) Engineering and a
Bachelor’s degree in Chemical
Engineering. He is a certified Lead
Auditor OHSAS18001 and ISO9001 and
completed his Six Sigma Black Belt. 

He has conducted several training
programs for corporate and private
organizations in Kuwait, Qatar, UAE,
India and Indonesia. He has spoken
about the important of Communication,
Body Language & Presentation skills
which one has to get to improve their
Professional growth. He also told briefed
about Toastmaster Club where members
are empowered to develop communica-
tion & leadership skills. 

Muhammad Alamgir CSP,
CMIOSH,CRSP, President of ASSE
Kuwait Chapter presented Insight into
“International Diploma in Safety
Engineering. Attendees actively partici-
pated in the technical session and found
it interesting. The presentation was fol-
lowed by Question and Answer session.
As an Honor of Appreciation, ASSE
Kuwait chapter’s Core Committee hon-
ored the speaker Anil Lobowith a
memento. The Technical Meet concluded
with close out speech of Jahid Thakor,
Treasurer of ASSE Kuwait Chapter who
thanked Anil Lobo & Alamgir. He
thanked the Professional Development
committee for the arrangements and all
the participants, who attended the tech-
nical meet.

Annoucements
Palestinian cultural exhibition 
The Palestinian Culture Center in

cooperation with the Women’s
Cultural and Social Society and the
Embassy of the State of Palestine in
Kuwait invites you to its first exhibi-
tion this year. The event will be held
from the 23rd - 26th of April, the
doors will be open from 10:00 AM to
1:30 PM and 4:30 PM to 8:30 PM.  

AUK Workshops 
Score Plus Kuwait Learning Center

is celebrating 10 years of Academic
Excellence in Kuwait with educational
partners, The Princeton Review
(TPR), USA & inlingua Language
School, Switzerland! On this occasion,
Michael Gamerl, Vice President of
TPR, USA will give a series of work-

shops at the American University of
Kuwait (AUK) focusing on US college
admissions testing & application
process. Score Plus invites you to the
3rd National Seminar, which will be
on April 17, 2018 (tomorrow) 6.00
pm-9.00 pm. This seminar is organ-
ized in collaboration with the US
Embassy, Kuwait and co-hosted by
the AUK! The opening speech will be
given by HE Lawrence Silverman, US
Ambassador.

TIES Ladies’ Club
Enjoy a variety of activities with

ladies from different cultures. Each
Tuesday of the month is a different
theme: game night, cooking class,
health circle and potluck. Free of
charge and all ladies are welcome.
Every Tuesday in April @ 6pm (ladies
only). Location is Villa No 67, Street
413, Block 4, Shuhada Area, Kuwait.
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00:10 S.W.A.T.: Under Siege
01:45 Abducted
03:15 The Veil
04:50 I Am Wrath
06:25 X-Men: Apocalypse
08:55 Somnus
10:25 The Veil
12:00 The Phantom
13:45 X-Men: Apocalypse
16:15 Kingsglaive: Final Fantasy XV
18:15 Street
19:50 Inception
22:25 In Time

00:45 Wild Costa Rica
01:40 River Monsters
02:35 River Monsters
03:25 River Monsters
04:15 Mekong: Soul Of A River
05:02 Dogs/Cats/Pets 101
05:49 Dogs/Cats/Pets 101
06:36 Swamp Brothers
07:00 Swamp Brothers
07:25 Swamp Brothers
07:50 Swamp Brothers
08:15 Mekong: Soul Of A River
09:10 Dogs/Cats/Pets 101
10:05 Mutant Planet
11:00 Swamp Brothers
11:28 Swamp Brothers
11:55 The Vet Life
12:50 Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet
13:45 Dogs/Cats/Pets 101
14:40 Mutant Planet
15:35 Untamed & Uncut
16:30 Mekong: Soul Of A River
17:25 Man-Eating Super Squid
18:20 Shark After Dark
19:15 Dogs/Cats/Pets 101
20:10 Swamp Brothers
20:38 Swamp Brothers
21:05 Man-Eating Super Squid
22:00 Shark After Dark
22:55 Mutant Planet
23:50 Untamed & Uncut

00:50 Trauma
01:40 Line Of Duty
02:45 Orphan Black
03:30 Orphan Black
04:10 Death In Paradise
05:05 Call The Midwife
06:00 Doctors
06:30 EastEnders
07:00 Call The Midwife
08:00 The Coroner
08:50 The Coroner
09:40 The Coroner
10:30 Father Brown
11:20 Doctors
11:50 EastEnders
12:20 EastEnders
12:55 Call The Midwife
13:50 Doctors
14:20 Doctors
14:50 EastEnders
15:20 Death In Paradise
16:15 Father Brown
17:05 Call The Midwife
18:00 Casualty
19:00 Death In Paradise
20:00 Cold Feet
20:50 Silent Witness
21:45 Death In Paradise
22:40 Trauma
23:30 Casualty

00:00 Waco: Madman Or Messiah
01:55 Robbie Coltrane’s Critical
Evidence
02:50 The Zodiac Killer: Case
Closed?
03:45 Waco: Madman Or Messiah
05:15 The First 48
06:00 Cold Case Files
07:00 It Takes A Killer
07:20 The First 48
08:05 Cold Case Files
08:50 Homicide Hunter
09:35 The First 48
10:30 Crimes That Shook Australia
11:25 Crimes That Shook Britain
12:20 Cold Case Files
13:15 Leah Remini: Scientology And
The Aftermath
14:10 The First 48
15:05 Crimes That Shook Australia
16:00 Homicide Hunter
17:00 Jo Frost On Britain’s Killer
Kids
18:00 Jo Frost On Britain’s Killer
Kids
19:00 Jo Frost On Britain’s Killer
Kids
20:00 Live PD: Police Patrol
20:30 Live PD: Police Patrol
21:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
22:00 Britain’s Darkest Taboos
23:00 Crimes That Shook Australia

00:05 Russell Simmons Presents:
The Ruckus
00:30 Another Period
00:55 John Oliver’s New York Stand
Up Show
01:45 South Park
02:10 South Park
02:35 Another Period
03:00 The Daily Show - Global
Edition
03:25 Tosh.0
03:50 South Park
04:15 Nathan For You
04:40 Key And Peele
05:05 Catch A Contractor
05:30 Disaster Date
05:55 Ridiculousness Arabia
06:20 Comedy Central Presents
Comedy 3alwagef
06:50 Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol
07:40 Lip Sync Battle
08:05 Key And Peele
08:30 Disaster Date
08:55 Workaholics
09:20 Nathan For You
09:45 Lip Sync Battle
10:10 Catch A Contractor
10:35 Friends
11:00 Key And Peele
11:25 Disaster Date
11:50 Ridiculousness Arabia
12:15 Friendszone
12:40 Key And Peele
13:05 Friends
13:30 Friends
13:55 Nathan For You
14:20 Workaholics
14:45 Disaster Date
15:10 Friends
15:35 Key And Peele
16:00 Nathan For You
16:30 Friendszone
16:55 Friends
17:20 Friends
17:45 Disaster Date
18:10 Hillbillies For Hire
18:35 Hillbillies For Hire

19:00 Friends
19:25 Friendszone
19:50 Real Husbands Of Hollywood
20:12 Friends
20:35 Friends
21:00 The Daily Show - Global
Edition
21:30 Why? With Hannibal Buress
22:00 Teachers
22:25 Graves
22:50 Nathan For You
23:15 Real Husbands Of Hollywood
23:40 The Daily Show - Global
Edition

00:30 Bear Grylls: Born Survivor
01:20 How The Earth Works
02:10 How The Earth Works
03:00 How The Earth Works
03:50 Kids Do The Craziest Things
04:15 Kids Do The Craziest Things
04:40 Kids Do The Craziest Things
05:05 Kids Do The Craziest Things
05:30 Kids Do The Craziest Things
05:55 Kids Do The Craziest Things
06:20 How It’s Made
06:40 How It’s Made
07:00 Bear Grylls: Born Survivor
07:50 How It’s Made
08:15 How It’s Made
08:40 Kids Do The Craziest Things
09:05 Kids Do The Craziest Things
09:30 Tanked
10:20 How The Earth Works
11:10 Finding Bigfoot
12:00 Somebody’s Gotta Do It
12:50 How It’s Made
13:15 How It’s Made
13:40 Kids Do The Craziest Things
14:05 Kids Do The Craziest Things
14:30 Tanked
15:20 Bear Grylls: Born Survivor
16:10 How The Earth Works
17:00 How The Earth Works
17:50 Tanked
18:40 Kids Do The Craziest Things
19:05 Kids Do The Craziest Things
19:30 Finding Bigfoot
20:20 Ali-A’s Superchargers
20:45 Ali-A’s Superchargers
21:10 How It’s Made
21:35 How It’s Made
22:00 Ultimate Survival
22:50 Finding Bigfoot
23:40 Ali-A’s Superchargers

00:45 Let’s Kill Mom
01:40 Home Alone
02:35 Ghosts Of Shepherdstown
03:30 Ghost Stalkers
04:25 Bride Killa
05:20 The Perfect Murder
06:10 Shadow Of Doubt
07:00 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
07:25 A Crime To Remember
08:15 Blood Relatives
09:10 Suspicion
10:05 Evil Stepmothers
11:00 I Am Homicide
11:55 A Crime To Remember
12:50 I Almost Got Away With It
13:45 Suspicion
14:40 Evil Stepmothers
15:35 Obsession: Dark Desires
16:30 A Crime To Remember
17:25 Blood Relatives
18:20 I Almost Got Away With It
19:15 Suspicion
20:10 Evil Stepmothers
21:05 Gone
22:00 True Conviction
22:55 Jodi Arias: From Lust To
Murder
23:50 The Perfect Murder

00:00 Hank Zipzer
00:25 Alex & Co.
00:45 Disney Mickey Mouse
00:50 Evermoor Chronicles
01:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:40 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
02:05 Binny And The Ghost
02:30 Binny And The Ghost
02:55 Hank Zipzer
03:15 Disney Mickey Mouse
03:20 Hank Zipzer
03:45 Alex & Co.
04:10 Alex & Co.
04:35 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
05:00 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
05:25 Binny And The Ghost
05:45 Disney Mickey Mouse
05:50 Rolling With The Ronks S1
Splits
06:00 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
06:25 Hotel Transylvania: The Series
06:50 Tsum Tsum Shorts
06:55 Tangled: The Series
07:20 Stuck In The Middle
07:45 K.C. Undercover
08:10 Bunk’d
08:35 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
09:00 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
09:25 Lolirock
09:50 Lolirock
10:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
10:40 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
11:05 Hank Zipzer
11:30 Alex & Co.
11:55 Alex & Co.
12:20 Lolirock
12:45 Lolirock
13:10 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
13:35 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
14:00 The Zhuzhus S1
14:15 Bunk’d
14:40 K.C. Undercover
15:05 Disney Mickey Mouse
15:10 Bizaardvark
15:35 Elena Of Avalor
16:00 Tangled: The Series
16:25 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
16:50 Raven’s Home
17:15 Stuck In The Middle
17:40 Hotel Transylvania: The Series
18:05 K.C. Undercover
18:30 Bunk’d
18:55 Descendants Wicked World
19:00 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
19:25 Liv And Maddie
19:50 Jessie
20:15 Disney Mickey Mouse
20:20 Tangled: The Series
20:45 Bizaardvark
21:10 Hotel Transylvania: The Series
21:35 Stuck In The Middle
22:00 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
22:25 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...

22:50 Lolirock
23:10 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
23:35 Binny And The Ghost

00:00 Trulli Tales
00:30 PJ Masks
00:55 Trulli Tales
01:20 Henry Hugglemonster
01:35 Calimero
01:50 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Art Attack
02:30 The Hive
02:40 Loopdidoo
02:55 Henry Hugglemonster
03:10 Art Attack
03:35 Loopdidoo
03:50 Calimero
04:05 Art Attack
04:30 Henry Hugglemonster
04:45 Henry Hugglemonster
05:00 Art Attack
05:30 Henry Hugglemonster
05:45 Loopdidoo
06:00 Henry Hugglemonster
06:15 Calimero
06:30 PJ Masks
07:00 Trulli Tales
07:30 Jungle Junction
07:50 Handy Manny
08:10 PJ Masks
08:30 Vampirina
09:00 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
09:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Puppy Dog Pals
10:30 Puppy Dog Pals
11:00 The Lion Guard
11:30 The Lion Guard
12:00 Sofia The First
12:30 Sofia The First
13:00 PJ Masks
13:30 PJ Masks
14:00 P-King Duckling
14:30 Vampirina
15:00 Puppy Dog Pals
15:30 Sofia The First
16:00 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:30 Doc McStuffins
17:00 PJ Masks
17:05 PJ Masks
17:30 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
18:00 The Lion Guard
18:30 Puppy Dog Pals
19:00 Trulli Tales
19:30 The Lion Guard
20:00 Vampirina
20:30 PJ Masks
21:00 Trulli Tales
21:30 Sofia The First
22:00 P-King Duckling
22:30 Puppy Dog Pals
23:00 Miles From Tomorrow
23:30 PJ Masks

00:15 Gear Week
01:05 Heavy Rescue
01:50 Railroad Australia
02:35 Outback Truckers
03:20 Street Outlaws
04:05 Buying Alaska
04:27 Buying Alaska
04:50 Dirty Jobs
05:35 Storage Hunters
06:00 Garage Gold
06:23 Dallas Car Sharks
06:45 Storage Hunters
07:10 Storage Wars Canada
07:35 Buying Alaska
07:57 Buying Alaska
08:20 Garage Gold
08:45 Dallas Car Sharks
09:10 Dirty Jobs
09:55 Heavy Rescue
10:45 Railroad Australia
11:30 Outback Truckers
12:20 Garage Gold
12:43 Dallas Car Sharks
13:05 Storage Hunters
13:30 Storage Wars Canada
13:55 Dirty Jobs
14:40 Ice Cold Gold
15:30 Heavy Rescue
16:15 Railroad Australia
17:05 Outback Truckers
17:50 Buying Alaska
18:15 Buying Alaska
18:40 Dirty Jobs
19:25 Ice Cold Gold
20:15 Street Outlaws
21:00 Jungle Gold
21:50 Gold Rush: White Water
(Special)
22:40 Gold Divers
23:30 Buying Alaska
23:53 Buying Alaska

06:00 Supa Strikas
06:25 Lab Rats
06:50 Gravity Falls
07:15 Marvel’s Spider-Man
07:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
07:45 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
08:10 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
08:35 Supa Strikas
09:00 Supa Strikas
09:25 Mighty Med
09:50 Mighty Med
10:20 Phineas & Ferb
10:45 Phineas & Ferb
11:10 Lab Rats
11:35 Lab Rats
12:00 Right Now Kapow
12:25 Two More Eggs
12:30 Right Now Kapow
12:55 Kirby Buckets
13:20 Kirby Buckets
13:45 Gravity Falls
14:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
14:15 Gravity Falls
14:40 Pair Of Kings
15:05 Pair Of Kings
15:30 Milo Murphy’s Law
15:55 Two More Eggs
16:00 The Suite Life Of Zack &
Cody
16:25 Disney Ducktales: Woo-Oo
17:15 Mech-X4
17:40 Marvel’s Spider-Man
18:05 Right Now Kapow
18:35 Lab Rats Elite Force
19:00 Gravity Falls
19:25 Walk The Prank
19:50 Marvel’s Rocket And Groot
19:55 Mech-X4
20:20 Penn Zero: Part Time Hero
20:45 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
21:10 Kid vs. Kat
21:35 Marvel’s Rocket And Groot
21:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
21:45 Lab Rats Elite Force
22:10 Lab Rats Elite Force
22:35 Phineas & Ferb
23:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am 

00:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
01:50 E! News

02:50 Botched
03:40 Botched
04:35 Botched
05:30 Celebrity Style Story
06:00 WAGs Miami
06:55 E! News Middle East
07:25 WAGs Miami
08:20 WAGs Miami
09:15 WAGs Miami
10:10 E! News Middle East
10:40 Celebrity Style Story
11:10 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
12:05 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
13:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
14:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
15:00 E! News Middle East
15:30 Celebrity Style Story
16:00 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
17:00 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
18:00 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
19:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
22:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
23:00 E! News Middle East
23:15 Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian

00:10 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
01:00 Emmerdale
01:30 Emmerdale
02:00 Coronation Street
02:30 The Chase
03:25 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night
Takeaway
04:50 Gino’s Hidden Italy
05:15 Royal Recipes
06:15 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
07:10 The Chase
08:05 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night
Takeaway
09:30 Gino’s Hidden Italy
09:55 Royal Recipes
11:00 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
11:50 The Chase
12:45 Emmerdale
13:15 Coronation Street
13:45 Coronation Street
14:15 Guess This House
15:10 The Chase
16:00 Britain’s Brightest Family
16:30 Britain’s Brightest Family
16:55 Shetland
17:55 Paul O’grady’s Animal
Orphans
18:50 Emmerdale
19:15 Coronation Street
19:45 Coronation Street
20:10 The Chase
21:00 Britain’s Brightest Family
21:50 Shetland
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Coronation Street
23:40 Coronation Street

00:00 Heroes Of War
01:00 Ancient Aliens
02:00 UFO Files
02:50 UFO Files
03:40 Blood And Glory: The Civil
War In Color
04:30 Blood And Glory: The Civil
War In Color
05:20 Smartest Guy In The Room
05:45 Smartest Guy In The Room
06:10 Smartest Guy In The Room
06:35 Smartest Guy In The Room
07:00 A Distant Shore: African
Americans Of D-Day
08:00 Ancient Aliens
09:00 UFO Files
10:00 UFO Files
11:00 Smartest Guy In The Room
11:30 Smartest Guy In The Room
12:00 Smartest Guy In The Room
12:30 Smartest Guy In The Room
13:00 A Distant Shore: African
Americans Of D-Day
14:00 Ancient Aliens
15:00 UFO Files
16:00 UFO Files
17:00 A Distant Shore: African
Americans Of D-Day
18:00 Ancient Discoveries
19:00 Brad Meltzer’s Decoded
20:00 The Universe
21:00 Ancient Aliens
22:00 True Monsters
23:00 The Lost Evidence

00:20 Forged: Iron & Fire
00:45 Pawn Stars
01:15 Swamp People
02:00 American Pickers
02:50 Storage Wars
03:15 Storage Wars
03:40 Battle 360
04:30 Forged: Iron & Fire
04:55 Pawn Stars
05:20 American Pickers
06:00 Ice Road Truckers
06:50 Forged: Iron & Fire
07:15 Pawn Stars
07:40 Storage Wars
08:05 Storage Wars
08:30 Hoard Hunters
09:20 Ice Road Truckers
10:10 Alone
11:00 Forged: Iron & Fire
11:25 Pawn Stars
11:50 Storage Wars
12:15 Storage Wars
12:40 Hoard Hunters
13:30 Ice Road Truckers
14:20 American Pickers
15:10 Alone
16:00 American Pickers
16:50 Storage Wars
17:15 Storage Wars
17:40 American Pickers
18:30 Ice Road Truckers
19:20 Forged: Iron & Fire
19:45 Pawn Stars
20:10 American Pickers
21:00 WW2 Treasure Hunters
21:50 James Nesbitt: Disasters That
Changed Britain
22:40 Forged: Iron & Fire
23:05 Pawn Stars
23:30 Ice Road Truckers

00:15 Lyndey Milan - Taste Of
Australia
00:45 Carnival Eats
01:10 Carnival Eats
01:40 Stepping Out
02:05 Poh & Co.
02:35 The Peninsula: The Making Of
A Gala

03:30 George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
04:25 Charlie Luxton’s Homes By
The Sea
05:20 Miguel’s Feasts
05:45 Miguel’s Feasts
06:15 John Torode’s Korean Food
Tour
07:10 Stepping Out
07:35 Poh & Co.
08:05 The Peninsula: The Making Of
A Gala
09:00 George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
09:55 Charlie Luxton’s Homes By
The Sea
10:50 Miguel’s Feasts
11:15 Miguel’s Feasts
11:45 John Torode’s Korean Food
Tour
12:40 Stepping Out
13:05 A Taste Of South Africa
13:35 Lucky Chow
14:00 Lucky Chow
14:30 George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
15:25 Charlie Luxton’s Homes By
The Sea
16:20 Miguel’s Feasts
16:45 Miguel’s Feasts
17:15 John Torode’s Korean Food
Tour
18:10 Eat Street
18:35 Maximum Foodie
19:05 Lucky Chow
19:30 Lucky Chow
20:00 George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
21:00 Charlie Luxton’s Homes By
The Sea
22:00 Miguel’s Feasts
22:25 Miguel’s Feasts
22:55 John Torode’s Korean Food
Tour
23:50 Eat Street

00:10 Wicked Tuna
01:00 Inside Singapore Airlines
02:00 Taiwan’s Toughest
03:00 Yukon Gold
04:00 Wicked Tuna
05:00 Mystery Files
05:30 Mystery Files
06:00 Nazi Scrapbooks From Hell
07:00 Car SOS
08:00 Apocalypse: The Second
World War
09:00 Mystery Files
09:30 Mystery Files
10:00 Access 360 World Heritage
11:00 Taiwan’s Toughest
12:00 Mega Factories
13:00 Nazi Attack On America
14:00 Apocalypse: The Second
World War
15:00 Car SOS
16:00 Living Free With Kimi Werner
17:00 Taiwan’s Toughest
18:00 Mega Factories
19:00 Car SOS
20:00 Living Free With Kimi Werner
20:50 Taiwan’s Toughest
21:40 Mega Factories
22:30 Car SOS
23:20 Apocalypse: The Second
World War

00:20 Amazing Animal Selfies
01:10 Dr. K’s Exotic Animal ER
02:00 Attack Of The Big Cats
02:50 Caught In The Act GPU
Reversions
03:45 Philly Undercover
04:40 The Miracle Cheetah
05:35 Attack Of The Big Cats
06:30 Caught In The Act GPU
Reversions
07:25 Philly Undercover
08:20 The Miracle Cheetah
09:15 World’s Weirdest
10:10 Photo Ark
11:05 Animals Gone Wild
12:00 California’s Wild Coast
12:55 Killer Dragons
13:50 Animal Fight Club
14:45 Philly Undercover
15:40 The Naked Superhero
16:35 World’s Weirdest: Animal
Taboo
17:30 Photo Ark
18:25 Animals Gone Wild
19:20 Philly Undercover
20:10 The Naked Superhero
21:00 World’s Weirdest: Animal
Taboo
21:50 Photo Ark
22:40 Animals Gone Wild
23:30 California’s Wild Coast

00:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
00:36 Rabbids Invasion
01:00 Rabbids Invasion
01:24 Sanjay And Craig
01:48 Sanjay And Craig
02:12 Winx Club
02:36 Winx Club
03:00 Harvey Beaks
03:24 Harvey Beaks
03:48 Rabbids Invasion
04:12 Rabbids Invasion
04:36 Breadwinners
05:00 Breadwinners
05:24 The Loud House
05:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
06:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
06:36 Harvey Beaks
07:00 Breadwinners
07:24 Get Blake
07:48 Sanjay And Craig
08:12 Rabbids Invasion
08:36 The Loud House
09:00 Regal Academy
09:24 Winx Club
09:48 100 Things To Do Before High
School
10:12 Game Shakers
10:36 School Of Rock
11:00 Henry Danger
11:24 The Thundermans
11:48 I Am Frankie
12:12 Rank The Prank
12:36 Massive Monster Mayhem
13:00 Hunter Street
13:24 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
13:48 Toon Marty
14:00 Toon Marty
14:12 Harvey Beaks
14:36 Breadwinners
15:00 Sanjay And Craig
15:24 Rabbids Invasion
15:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
16:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
16:36 The Loud House
17:00 Toon Marty
17:12 Toon Marty
17:24 Massive Monster Mayhem
17:48 Hunter Street
18:12 Henry Danger
18:36 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
19:00 School Of Rock
19:24 Game Shakers
19:48 The Thundermans
20:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
20:36 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
21:00 Harvey Beaks

21:24 Breadwinners
21:48 Get Blake
22:12 Sanjay And Craig
22:36 Rabbids Invasion
23:00 The Loud House
23:24 Regal Academy
23:48 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles

00:04 Max & Ruby
00:28 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
00:38 Kiva Can Do!
00:49 The Day Henry Met
00:55 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
01:18 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
01:40 Paw Patrol
01:52 Kid-E-Cats
01:56 Kid-E-Cats
02:02 Shimmer And Shine
02:24 Nella The Princess Knight
02:36 Paw Patrol
03:00 Max & Ruby
03:23 Dora The Explorer
03:46 Sunny Day
04:08 Nella The Princess Knight
04:31 Shimmer And Shine
05:39 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
06:00 Rusty Rivets
06:13 Paw Patrol
06:37 Dora The Explorer
07:00 Nella The Princess Knight
07:21 Kiva Can Do!
07:32 Kiva Can Do!
07:43 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
08:05 Paw Patrol
08:29 Shimmer And Shine
08:52 Nella The Princess Knight
09:14 Paw Patrol
09:38 Rusty Rivets
10:02 Wallykazam!
10:24 Wallykazam!
10:47 The Day Henry Met
10:53 Team Umizoomi
11:15 Kid-E-Cats
11:21 Shimmer And Shine
11:44 Sunny Day
12:06 Max & Ruby
12:28 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
12:39 Kiva Can Do!
12:50 The Day Henry Met
12:56 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
13:19 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
13:41 Paw Patrol
13:53 Kid-E-Cats
13:58 Kid-E-Cats
14:03 Shimmer And Shine
14:25 Nella The Princess Knight
14:37 Paw Patrol
15:01 Max & Ruby
15:23 Dora The Explorer
15:46 Sunny Day
16:08 Nella The Princess Knight
16:31 Shimmer And Shine
16:54 Wallykazam!
17:16 Wallykazam!
17:39 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
18:00 Rusty Rivets
18:13 Paw Patrol
18:37 Dora The Explorer
19:00 Nella The Princess Knight
19:21 Kiva Can Do!
19:32 Kiva Can Do!
19:42 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
20:05 Paw Patrol
20:29 Shimmer And Shine
20:52 Nella The Princess Knight
21:14 Paw Patrol
21:38 Rusty Rivets
22:01 Wallykazam!
22:24 The Day Henry Met
22:30 Bubble Guppies
22:53 Team Umizoomi
23:16 Kid-E-Cats
23:22 Shimmer And Shine
23:45 Sunny Day

00:15 How I Met Your Mother
00:40 How I Met Your Mother
01:05 Seinfeld
01:30 Seinfeld
01:55 Saturday Night Live
03:10 Late Night With Seth Meyers
04:00 American Housewife
04:25 Making History
04:50 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
05:40 Marry Me
06:05 The Bernie Mac Show
06:30 Fresh Off The Boat
06:55 Mom
07:20 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:10 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 American Housewife
09:25 Making History
09:50 The Mindy Project
10:20 Roseanne
10:50 Marry Me
11:15 The Bernie Mac Show
11:40 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:25 Fresh Off The Boat
12:50 Mom
13:15 How I Met Your Mother
13:40 How I Met Your Mother
14:05 Seinfeld
14:30 Seinfeld
14:55 Marry Me
15:20 The Mindy Project
15:50 Roseanne
16:20 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
17:05 Fresh Off The Boat
17:30 Mom
18:00 How I Met Your Mother
18:30 How I Met Your Mother
19:00 Seinfeld
19:30 Seinfeld
20:00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
20:30 Quacks
21:00 Alone Together
21:30 LA To Vegas
22:00 The Goldbergs
22:30 The Goldbergs
23:00 Difficult People
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

01:30 Herbie Fully Loaded
03:30 Pirates Of The Caribbean:
Curse Of The Black Pearl
06:00 Pocahontas
07:30 Toy Story 3
09:30 Herbie Fully Loaded
11:30 Finding Dory
13:30 Brother Bear 2
15:00 The Little Mermaid
16:30 Pete’s Dragon
18:30 Pirates Of The Caribbean 2:
Dead Man’s Chest
21:00 Finding Dory
23:00 Brother Bear 2

00:00 Station 19
01:00 Grimm
01:50 Stitchers
02:40 Grey’s Anatomy
03:30 Scandal
04:20 Station 19
05:20 Chicago Med
06:10 The Gifted

07:00 Boy Band
08:00 Good Morning America - The
Weekend
09:00 The View
10:00 Scandal
11:00 Chicago Med
12:00 The Gifted
13:00 Chicago P.D.
14:00 Grey’s Anatomy
15:00 The View
16:00 Live Good Morning America
18:00 The Gifted
19:00 Chicago Med
20:00 Chicago P.D.
21:00 Suits
22:00 The Resident
23:00 Absentia

01:20 Ghost Team One
03:00 Christmas Trade
04:50 Aquamarine
06:40 A Date With Miss Fortune
08:20 Men At Work
10:00 Aquamarine
11:50 A Date With Miss Fortune
13:30 Men At Work
15:10 Barbershop: The Next Cut
17:05 Hearts Of Spring
18:35 Big Stone Gap
20:20 Elizabethtown
22:25 Broken Flowers

00:25 Amores Perros
03:00 The Benefactor
04:40 Dare To Be Wild
06:30 Tini - El Gran Cambio De
Violetta
08:20 The New Adventures Of
Aladin
10:20 The Benefactor
12:00 Dare To Be Wild
13:50 Waiting For Superman
15:50 The Shamer’s Daughter
17:35 Convicts
19:20 The Dressmaker
21:25 Margot At The Wedding
23:05 Adventures Of Priscilla Queen
Of The Desert

00:20 The Wheelers
01:45 Krazzy Planet
03:10 Rh+ The Vampire Of Seville
04:35 A Doggone Adventure
06:10 Legend Of The Sea
07:35 The Snow Queen 3
09:15 Bunny Tales
10:35 Twigson Ties The Knot
12:00 Moomin And Midsummer
Madness
13:25 Rh+ The Vampire Of Seville
14:50 A Doggone Adventure
16:25 Monkey King: The Hero
18:00 Twigson Ties The Knot
19:25 Freddy Frogface
20:55 The Happy Cricket
22:25 Monkey King: The Hero

00:00 The Big Short
02:10 Around The World In 80 Days
04:10 The American President
06:05 The Guilt Trip
07:40 Fun Size
09:10 A Thousand Words
10:45 As Good As It Gets
13:05 The American President
15:00 The Golden Child
16:35 The Fountain
18:10 Avatar
20:55 Before I Wake
22:35 AVP: Alien vs Predator

00:30 Engineering Volcanoes
01:20 Curiosity: Sun Storm
02:10 How The Universe Works
03:00 Mythbusters: The Search
07:00 How Do They Do It?
07:26 Prototype This
08:14 Mythbusters: The Search
09:02 Curiosity: Sun Storm
09:50 How Do They Do It?
10:14 Food Factory USA
10:38 How The Universe Works
11:26 Prototype This
12:14 Mythbusters: The Search
13:02 How Do They Do It?
13:26 Food Factory USA
13:50 Curiosity: Sun Storm
14:38 Prototype This
15:26 How The Universe Works
16:14 Mythbusters: The Search
17:02 Curiosity: Sun Storm
17:50 Prototype This
18:40 Mythbusters: The Search
19:30 Invent It Rich
20:20 How Do They Do It?
20:45 Food Factory USA
21:10 Invisible Worlds
22:00 Invent It Rich
22:50 Prototype This
23:40 Mythbusters: The Search

00:30 Once Upon A Time In
Mumbaai
02:55 10ml Love
04:30 The Front ROW
05:00 Imtihan
07:50 Chal Chala Chal
10:25 Taxi No.9211
12:30 Gambler
15:25 Bhaag Johnny
17:25 Ekk Deewana Tha
20:00 Humshakals
22:50 Dum Maaro Dum

01:30 The Conspirator
03:30 An Ideal Husband
05:15 Christmas Truce
06:55 Hyde Park On Hudson
08:25 A Royal Affair
10:45 Kite
12:15 Smilla’s Sense Of Snow
14:15 The Conspirator
16:15 The Hoax
18:15 Nurse Betty
20:00 McFarland
22:15 Code 46
23:45 What Women Want

00:00 Wedding Band
02:00 Grey’s Anatomy
03:00 Married At First Sight
04:00 Black Box
05:00 Devious Maids
06:00 Wedding Band
08:00 Grey’s Anatomy
09:00 Married At First Sight



Today you have a clear minded approach to your living situation. You have
entered a cycle that encourages making positive, well thought out deci-

sions; your plans are about to manifest. You could feel much better by connecting with
someone you had been distant from. You enjoy surrounding yourself with natural as well
as man made beauty and if you re unable to do this, you become restless and unhappy. If
you re not married or with a partner you could experience a strong desire to do so; if
you’re attached, the relationship could noticeably strengthen. Today’s not the time to
gamble or take risks of any kind; this changes very soon. There seems to be chaotic ener-
gy in a very personal situation; working through this is definitely possible. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Thinking back on times gone by hits your warm spot and you find yourself
thinking about a specific person. You desire a life that includes belonging to a family and
building a legacy; this could indicate humans or pets! You long to feel needed and appre-
ciated; you also want to be genuinely cared for. Someone objects to your methods and
ideas when you work with others to create something special. This could be a time during
which you should avoid shopping for important items; if this seems off, wait for a better
time. You may find yourself very much involved with real estate; this could indicate per-
sonal or investment. A surprise visitor pops in with a gift that pleases you very much.
Good, good times this evening with close friends. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You long to take care of something or someone: this could mean humans or
animals. Related to this, you also desire a public display of affection from

someone you care for immensely; we don’t all show our love in the same way. When
someone asks for your help, they also indicate they can return the favor by providing
something you need; one hand washes the other! You’re able to demonstrate your mean-
ing with clear, concise words and examples. A certain person strikes you as negative and
complicated; pay attention to your intuition. You have to watch what you say to someone;
you choose to simply avoid this person. A sense of being disconnected or distant may
actually prove to be a good thing. Breathe deeply and relax. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Your input is requested by a friend in need; your opinion and point of view
is held in high esteem. A day of working on your own projects and interests

lifts your spirits and sense of making progress. Wanting more in your personal life is high-
lighted just now. Someone younger tests your patience; backing away from the issue and
creating space helps you decide what to do about this. Cleaning out the dark corners of a
situation lets the light in; approach this with caution. If you feel cut off or overlooked
make the best of it; this is short lived. A refreshing visit from a confidant is the best medi-
cine. Looking forward is a lot of fun this evening when you share time with like-minded
people. Your company is enjoyed by those who love you. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You appreciate the position of being able to make your own life choices
and direction. Someone admires you even though you think they don’t. Changing habits is
difficult, bot doable; when you change how you view things you re able to gain insight.
Being a bookworm adds more to your life than ever; creative juices and inspiration come
from reading the kind of books you always seem to seek. Your circle of close-knit friends
conspires to lift your spirits; these people understand you even more than family. Love and
laughter are strongly indicated. You feel like you re being taken advantage of when some-
one refuses to help themselves. You stumble upon something you’ve searched for a long
time; persistence is usually the key to your success. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

A nice new friend gets your attention by making observations you have never
thought of; you love new thoughts and ideas. You know something about someone on an
intuitive level that they wouldn’t want known. Looking into and studying new belief sys-
tems is indicated strongly; this could also suggest gaining a deeper understanding of your
current beliefs. The finer things in life natural or man made bring deep satisfaction; without
these you could become restless and ill-tempered. Close, intimate connections are a priori-
ty at this time; you so long to give as well as receive. It’s important for you to pay attention
to your own needs and not overlook these in favor of taking care of others. Some type of
celebration is indicated later with a large group. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You could feel uncomfortable in your own skin; something just doesn’t seem
right but you can t seem to figure out what. The need to belong is more important to you
than you like; you no longer choose to stay to yourself or be alone. Knowing what you
want is only half the battle, getting it is another issue entirely. Partnerships are strongly
indicated at this time; think carefully about things before you involve yourself in them. You
prefer to do things your way but someone may challenge this; you may have to put your
foot down on this. Someone you used to know contacts you with a question you don t
know the answer to. You have a good opportunity to spend the evening with like-minded
people who very strongly support your views. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You’re awaken by a dream that gets your full attention. You could feel out of
touch and foggy; your may be going through a trying time emotionally. A

cruel remark sets you off and you let it be known; you’ve no tolerance for hateful people.
You love art and natural beauty, especially at this time when your senses are intensified in
these areas. A new route saves time and money. Beware that your generous nature could
be taken advantage of. A certain person challenges an observation you make; this person
could just be playing devil’s advocate with no harm intended. Being on the receiving end of
a gift greatly surprises you. You’re satisfied when a certain thing goes your way. Getting
away from routine is healing at this time.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You enjoy trying things a new way, but others complain and challenge you.
Confidence is strong and being right about something feels good. Be on

guard against making mistakes just because you want to put someone in their place. You
could feel a sense of being left behind or discarded; know that this is very temporary!
Pressures from work cause you to think about changing jobs. Being happy and secure at
home lends much strength for performing well professionally. You could have a tendency to
feel out of touch or dreamy but today s not a good time for this; your practical input is
needed so save daydreaming for another day. If you’re irritated, put your mind on some-
thing pleasant; this could actually be karmic in nature.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

It could seem that you re met with blockages and difficulties everywhere
you turn; remember that this s for a short time only. You’re able to control the urge to lash
out! There appears to be something you want to do but get criticism from another person;
you could have to conform and you don’t like it. You catch a weird vibe from someone you
run into and this makes you wonder. Being with certain others doesn’t seem to bother you
as it has before; you could be getting over some hurt feelings from some time ago. If some-
one really tries to pull you into a conversation you re not interested in, you make your feel-
ings known. Arguments may easily be started and you may just walk away; you have
entered a cycle of wanting only peace. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1884

ACROSS
1. Any of various coarse shrubby plants of

the genus Iva with small greenish
flowers.

4. City in central Iran.
12. Relating to a recently developed fash-

ion or style.
15. East Indian tree bearing a profusion of

intense vermilion velvet-textured
blooms and yielding a yellow dye.

16. A cut of pork ribs with much of the
meat trimmed off.

17. A Turkish unit of weight equal to about
2.75 pounds.

18. A period marked by distinctive charac-
ter or reckoned from a fixed point or
event.

19. Any malignant growth or tumor caused
by abnormal and uncontrolled cell
division.

20. (of complexion) Blemished by imper-
fections of the skin.

22. A region of Malaysia in northeastern
Borneo.

24. Lacking sufficient water or rainfall.
25. A law passed by US Congress to pre-

vent employees from being injured or
contracting diseases in the course of
their employment.

26. A public promotion of some product or
service.

29. A unit of energy equal to the work
done by an electron accelerated
through a potential difference of 1 volt.

31. A highly unstable radioactive element
(the heaviest of the halogen series).

33. A river in north central Switzerland that
runs northeast into the Rhine.

35. Re-establish on a new, usually
improved, basis or make new or like
new.

39. The sound made by a gentle blow.
42. A river in north central Switzerland that

runs northeast into the Rhine.
45. (Greek mythology) Daughter of Zeus

and Demeter.
46. United States operatic soprano (1903-

1972).
49. The molecular weight of a substance

expressed in grams.
50. The seventh month of the Hindu calen-

dar.
51. The largest continent with 60% of the

earth's population.
56. Money in the form of bills or coins.
58. Yellow-fever mosquitos.
59. A city in western Lithuania on the

Baltic Sea.
61. A white soft metallic element that tar-

nishes readily.
62. An official prosecutor for a judicial dis-

trict.
63. A bachelor's degree in theology.
64. Port city on southern Honshu on Osaka

Bay.
67. Large arboreal boa of tropical South

America.
71. A large sandwich made of a long crusty

roll split lengthwise and filled with
meats and cheese (and tomato and
onion and lettuce and condiments).

72. A change in the electrical properties of
the skin in response to stress or anxi-
ety.

75. A hidden storage space (for money or
provisions or weapons).

76. A pointed tool for marking surfaces or
for punching small holes.

78. A percussion instrument consisting of a
pair of hollow pieces of wood or bone
(usually held between the thumb and
fingers) that are made to click togeth-
er (as by Spanish dancers) in rhythm
with the dance.

80. One of the five major classes of
immunoglobulins.

81. Type genus of the Balaenidae.
84. (Islam) The man who leads prayers in a

mosque.
85. Small cubes with 1 to 6 spots on the

faces.
86. Resembling or characteristic of or

appropriate to an elegy.
87. A small cake leavened with yeast.

DOWN
1. In the Roman calendar.
2. A Spanish unit of length (about a yard)

having different values in different
localities.

3. Jordan's port.
4. United States writer (born in Poland)

who wrote in Yiddish (1880-1957).
5. A health resort near a spring or at the

seaside.
6. Cooking utensil consisting of a wide

metal vessel.
7. Type genus of the family Arcidae.
8. United States industrialist who manu-

factured plows suitable for working
the prairie soil (1804-1886).

9. Someone who arrives (or has arrived).
10. A hard malleable ductile silvery metallic

element that is resistant to corrosion.
11. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.
12. A mound of fatty tissue covering the

pubic area in women.
13. An endorsement.
14. An informal term for a father.
21. Ratio of the hypotenuse to the opposite

side.
23. Hormone secreted by the posterior

pituitary gland (trade name Pitressin)
and also by nerve endings in the
hypothalamus.

27. Small European freshwater fish with a
slender bluish-green body.

28. A soft silvery metallic element of the
alkali earth group.

30. A colorless and odorless inert gas.
32. Of or relating to or near the tarsus of

the foot.
34. An intensely radioactive metallic ele-

ment that occurs in minute amounts in
uranium ores.

36. A member of a people who have no
permanent home but move about
according to the seasons.

37. Worn away as by water or ice or wind.
38. Polish labor leader and statesman

(born in 1943).
40. A fractional monetary unit in

Bangladesh and India and Nepal and
Pakistan.

41. The blood group whose red cells carry
both the A and B antigens.

43. Type genus of the Amiidae.
44. An international organization of

European countries formed after
World War II to reduce trade barriers
and increase cooperation among its
members.

47. Unfasten or release from or as if from a
hitch.

48. Set down according to a plan.
52. White Southerner supporting

Reconstruction policies after the Civil
War usually for self-interest.

53. A farewell remark.
54. West Indian tree having racemes of

fragrant white flowers and yielding a
durable timber and resinous juice.

55. An accidental hole that allows some-
thing (fluid or light etc.) to enter or
escape.

57. The compass point that is one point
north of northeast.

60. The cardinal number that is the sum of
four and one.

65. Wood of a sumac.
66. Small terrestrial lizard of warm regions

of the Old World.
68. Medium-sized tree having glossy

lanceolate leaves.
69. The highest level or degree attainable.
70. (British) An open river valley (in a hilly

area).
73. Someone who works (or provides

workers) during a strike.
74. Avatar of Vishnu.
77. Flower arrangement consisting of a cir-

cular band of foliage or flowers for
ornamental purposes.

79. Support resembling the rib of an ani-
mal.

82. A silvery ductile metallic element found
primarily in bauxite.

83. A silvery soft waxy metallic element of
the alkali metal group.

Friday’s SolutionDaily SuDoku

Wordsearch Puzzle

Your relationships, whether professional or personal, are important con-
cerns at this time. You re strongly attracted to beautiful people and places;

you enjoy some things that could be considered gaudy by others. Everyone getting along
is what you desire and you do whatever you can to promote this. You become aware of a
secret you’d rather not be in on. You gain respect for a coworker who steps in to defend
the choices made by your company. You seem to want to pay more attention to the needs
of others and less on your own. You sense change in your surroundings you don’t under-
stand but these aren’t necessarily negative; relax and don’t insist on things remaining the
same. Being dreamy tonight is called for as you leave work behind. 

Your friends and relationships are most important during this time; associa-
tions create certain energies and you re in tune with this. You find that you

become ruffled when you can t find at least a few moments of joy during each day. Natural
and man made beauty are highlighted and your spirits are high when near them. Above all,
you value harmony and being in synch with others. A difficult person comes across as
demanding; you could want to distance yourself from this person for a while. You may con-
sider accepting an invitation or perhaps even a date from a person of interest; a new
beginning is definitely indicated here. Your rebellious side threatens to show itself during a
meeting that makes no sense to you. Put your feet up, recharge. 

Friday’s Solution
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Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Monday 16/4/2018
Airlines Flt Route Time
FEG 441 Asyut 00:05

THY 772 Istanbul 00:15

KAC 504 Beirut 00:50

DLH 625 Bahrain 00:50

KAC 102 London 00:50

JZR 539 Cairo 01:00

JZR 267 Beirut 01:25

RJA 642 Amman 01:35

KKK 1268 Istanbul 02:00

ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15

GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15

QTR 1086 Doha 02:30

JZR 607 Kochi 02:55

ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05

OMA 643 Muscat 03:05

KAC 418 Manila 03:05

MSC 415 Sohag 03:10

KAC 382 Delhi 03:10

MSR 612 Cairo 03:15

PGT 860 Istanbul 03:25

QTR 1076 Doha 03:30

WAN 418 Beirut 03:40

JAI 572 Mumbai 04:00

KAC 346 Ahmedabad 04:15

KAC 1544 Cairo 04:25

KAC 784 Jeddah 04:30

JZR 609 Hyderabad 04:30

KAC 284 Dhaka 04:50

FDB 069 Dubai 05:05

DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10

THY 770 Istanbul 05:15

KAC 344 Chennai 05:30

KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:40

JZR 561 Sohag 05:55

BAW 157 London 06:10

WAN 338 Alexandria 06:25

KAC 204 Lahore 06:30

KAC 678 Dubai 06:45

KAC 302 Mumbai 07:00

JZR 143 Doha 07:20

JZR 529 Asyut 07:30

KAC 354 Bengaluru 07:45

JZR 503 Luxor 07:50

FDB 053 Dubai 07:50

KAC 384 Delhi 08:05

KAC 358 Kochi 08:05

UAE 855 Dubai 08:25

ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55

ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00

IRA 667 Esfahan 09:15

QTR 1070 Doha 09:30

FDB 055 Dubai 09:40

IAW 157 Al Najaf 10:00

ATG 6624 Sharjah 10:00

MSC 405 Sohag 10:15

AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 10:20

JZR 787 Riyadh 10:30

GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40

MEA 404 Beirut 10:55

QTR 1074 Doha 11:00

WAN 114 Bahrain 11:10

MSC 401 Alexandria 11:30

JZR 165 Dubai 11:45

RBG 553 Alexandria 12:30

SAW 701 Damascus 12:30

UAE 871 Dubai 12:45

THY 766 Istanbul 12:45

WAN 542 KTM 12:50

JZR 125 Bahrain 12:55

MSR 610 Cairo 13:00

RSB 7863 IQA 13:30

KAC 774 Riyadh 13:30

WAN 342 Sohag 13:30

JZR 779 Jeddah 13:45

IAW 157A Al Najaf 13:55

KAC 672 Dubai 13:55

QTR 1078 Doha 14:10

KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10

KAC 618 Doha 14:10

GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15

FDB 059 Dubai 14:20

KAC 364 Colombo 14:20

KAC 286 Dhaka 14:25

KAC 692 Muscat 14:25

SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45

KAC 788 Jeddah 14:50

ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05

KAC 304 Mumbai 15:05

KAC 412 Bangkok 15:10

KNE 529 Jeddah 15:10

OMA 645 Muscat 15:20

KAC 562 Amman 15:20

ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35

KAC 502 Beirut 15:35

UAE 857 Dubai 15:45

SAW 705 Damascus 16:00

JZR 1535 Cairo 16:10

QTR 1072 Doha 16:15

FDB 051 Dubai 16:20

KAC 118 New York 16:20

KAC 542 Cairo 17:00

SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15

GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30

JZR 777 Jeddah 17:35

JZR 145 Doha 17:35

JZR 177 Dubai 17:40

WAN 976 Baku 17:40

QTR 1080 Doha 18:10

JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20

MSR 620 Cairo 18:30

RJA 640 Amman 19:00

GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05

UAE 875 Dubai 19:05

FDB 063 Dubai 19:10

KAC 744 Dammam 19:10

ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20

KAC 776 Riyadh 19:35

KAC 156 Istanbul 19:35

KAC 674 Dubai 19:40

FDB 057 Dubai 19:50

KAC 616 Bahrain 20:00

OMA 647 Muscat 20:05

DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:05

KNE 381 Taif 20:10

MEA 402 Beirut 20:15

KAC 620 Doha 20:15

QTR 1088 Doha 20:40

KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:00

UAE 859 Dubai 21:15

ALK 229 Colombo 21:15

ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15

KAC 168 Paris 21:20

GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50

KAC 162 Geneva 21:50

KAC 564 Amman 21:50

WAN 874 Istanbul 22:00

QTR 1082 Doha 22:05

ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10

KAC 786 Jeddah 22:15

AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25

SVA 514 Riyadh 22:30

WAN 136 Doha 22:30

WAN 118 Bahrain 22:40

SVA 502 Jeddah 22:45

JZR 185 Dubai 22:50

JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00

THY 764 Istanbul 23:15

FDB 072 Dubai 23:35

JZR 241 Amman 23:40

Departure Flights on Monday 16/4/2018
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 982 Ahmedabad/Chennai 00:05

JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30

FDB 072 Dubai 00:35

PIA 206 Lahore 01:00

JAI 571 Mumbai 01:05

BBC 044 Dhaka 01:30

JZR 502 Luxor 01:30

JZR 142 Doha 01:45

KAC 677 Dubai 01:50

KAC 363 Colombo 02:00

KAC 417 Manila 02:00

THY 773 Istanbul 02:30

PGT 859 Istanbul 02:30

DLH 625 Frankfurt 02:45

ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05

QTR 1087 Doha 03:40

KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:55

KKK 1269 Istanbul 03:55

OMA 644 Muscat 03:55

MSC 502 Alexandria 04:00

THY 765 Istanbul 04:00

ETD 306 Dhabi 04:05

MSR 613 Cairo 04:15

KAC 303 Mumbai 05:30

QTR 1077 Doha 05:30

FDB 070 Dubai 05:45

UAE 874 Dubai 06:15

JZR 560 Sohag 06:25

THY 771 Istanbul 06:50

JZR 164 Dubai 06:55

RJA 643 Amman 07:05

GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15

KAC 413 Bangkok 07:20

KAC 167 Paris 07:35

KAC 501 Beirut 08:00

KAC 161 Geneva 08:20

FDB 054 Dubai 08:35

KAC 787 Jeddah 08:40

KAC 691 Muscat 08:50

BAW 156 London 08:50

IAW 158A Al Najaf 09:00

KAC 117 New York 09:00

KAC 561 Amman 09:40

ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45

KAC 671 Dubai 09:45

KAC 101 London 09:45

UAE 856 Dubai 10:00

KAC 541 Cairo 10:00

ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:10

KAC 773 Riyadh 10:10

KAC 617 Doha 10:15

QTR 1071 Doha 10:20

KAC 155 Istanbul 10:25

KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 10:30

FDB 056 Dubai 10:35

IRA 666 Esfahan 11:00

SGL 4101 IQA 11:00

GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25

JZR 786 Riyadh 11:55

JZR 776 Jeddah 12:00

AXB 890 Mangalore 12:10

QTR 1075 Doha 12:30

JZR 606 Kochi 12:45

MEA 405 Beirut 12:55

IAW 158B Al Najaf 13:00

RBG 554 Alexandria 13:00

JZR 176 Dubai 13:40

MSR 611 Cairo 14:00

KNE 382 Taif 15:00

KAC 673 Dubai 15:05

FDB 060 Dubai 15:10

GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25

KAC 785 Jeddah 15:25

QTR 1079 Doha 15:30

SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45

KNE 530 Jeddah 15:45

KAC 775 Riyadh 15:50

KAC 283 Dhaka 15:50

IAW 158C Al Najaf 15:55

KAC 743 Dammam 16:05

KAC 563 Amman 16:10

KAC 619 Doha 16:10

ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20

OMA 646 Muscat 16:35

ABY 128 Sharjah 16:40

KAC 615 Bahrain 16:40

SAW 706 Damascus 16:55

JZR 240 Amman 17:15

QTR 1073 Doha 17:15

FDB 052 Dubai 17:40

UAE 858 Dubai 17:45

RJA 641 Amman 17:55

KAC 331 Trivandrum 18:00

JZR 538 Cairo 18:15

SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15

GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20

JZR 184 Dubai 18:30

JZR 608 Hyderabad 18:40

KAC 381 Delhi 18:50

FDB 064 Dubai 19:10

UAE 876 Dubai 19:30

MSR 621 Cairo 19:30

QTR 1081 Doha 20:00

ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05

GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15

KAC 357 Kochi 20:30

FDB 058 Dubai 20:35

KAC 345 Ahmedabad 20:40

KNE 232 Riyadh 20:50

KAC 301 Mumbai 20:50

KAC 353 Bengaluru 20:55

OMA 648 Muscat 21:20

KAC 1543 Cairo 21:20

DLH 624 Bahrain 21:30

DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50

QTR 1089 Doha 22:00

KAC 205 Islamabad 22:05

ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:10

MEA 403 Beirut 22:20

ALK 230 Colombo 22:25

GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30

KAC 383 Delhi 22:40

KLM 445 Bahrain 22:50

UAE 860 Dubai 23:00
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Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

MEP Engineer (HVAC,

plumbing, fire fighting)

Indian (M) can join 

immediately. Phone:

99054703, mail:

shibin@live.in (C 5392)
11-4-2018

SITUATION WANTED

112

Automated enquiry
about the Civil ID

card is

1889988

For labor-related
inquiries and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 
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Beyonce performs
with Jay-Z Saturday
during the Coachella
Music and Arts
Festival in Indio,
California, Saturday.
— AFP Photos

A fan walks through
the festival grounds
with a Beyonce cloth
draped over during
the Coachella Music
and Arts Festival.

Beyonce returned spectacularly to the
stage Saturday with a joyous, homecom-
ing-themed party at the Coachella festival

where she delighted fans with a rare reunion of
her former trio Destiny’s Child. Before a sea of
some 100,000 people in the southern California
desert, the pop superstar headlined the second
night of the premier global music festival, ending
a year-long hiatus from live music as she gave
birth to twins.

Beyonce showed no sign of slowing down
after her maternity leave, singing and strutting
her stuff with little break for two hours as she
led around 100 back-up dancers and musicians.
Her husband, rap mogul Jay-Z, popped up on
stage toward the end of her set to join in their
song “Deja Vu.” But he turned out to be only a
preview of a less routine guest appearance.
With an audio recording of novelist
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s essay “We Should
All Be Feminists” allowing Beyonce a moment to
prepare, she re-emerged being elevated to the
stage in an unmistakable silhouette of three fig-
ures. Fellow Destiny’s Child members Kelly

Rowland and Michelle Williams joined Beyonce
for three of the trio’s songs, including “Say My
Name.” It was their first reunion since Beyonce’s
Super Bowl halftime show in 2013. The group
propelled Beyonce to stardom but was also
beset by internal friction. On Saturday, Beyonce
referred to her bandmates as her “sisters”-and
was also joined on stage by her real sister,
Solange Knowles.

Beyonce made clear from the start that
Coachella was about reuniting, with an
announcer starting the show by welcoming
guests to her “homecoming.” A school’s worth of
brass and string players played from stadium-
style stands as Beyonce entered to a New
Orleans-style march. She sported an all-
American outfit of tight jean shorts and a colle-
giate sweatshirt-the Greek letters, of course,
starting with “B.” After revving up the crowd
with fireworks and the boisterous “Crazy in
Love,” Beyonce offered a take on “Lift Every
Voice and Sing,” the unofficial African American
national anthem. Beyonce voiced pride that she
was the first black woman to headline Coachella.

She is one of the few women to top the bill of
any major festival, a sign of lingering male domi-
nance of the music industry. Coachella takes
place over two consecutive weekends with
identical lineups.  Next weekend, Beyonce may
want to check her shoes-after changing into a
racier bodysuit, she appeared to hold herself
back at moments for fear of dancing her feet out
of her boots.

Protest by Byrne 
While Beyonce went light on the politics,

New Wave pioneer David Byrne of Talking
Heads fame delivered a forceful statement
against racism as he covered Janelle Monae’s
protest anthem “Hell You Talmbout.”  Set only to
percussion, Byrne updated the song about
African Americans fatally shot by police or in
other racially charged incidents.  Reciting each
name, from Emmett Till who was lynched in
1955 to Stephon Clark who was shot dead by
police last month in California’s state capital
Sacramento when holding his cell phone,
Byrne’s band implored the crowd, “Say his

name!” The track belied the tone of Byrne’s set,
which was infused with his signature sly irony.
Barefoot in a gray suit, Byrne opened sitting in a
school desk and holding a brain, which he sere-
naded with “Here,” a track about neuroscience
off his new album “American Utopia.” Byrne, in
what he has described as his most ambitious
stage project since Talking Heads, designed a
strikingly sleek space with chain curtains delin-
eating a clear floor and his 11-piece band,
dressed identically to him, all wireless.

Dancing first with mime-like body thrusts,
with Byrne throwing his hands forward as if off-
kilter on the Talking Heads classic “Same As It
Ever Was,” the band took the shape of a camp-
fire party as the sun set on the palm trees
behind them. The band took turns playing solos
that showed the scope of Byrne’s global influ-
ences, from Latin-inspired bongo drums to a
Middle Eastern-tinged whammy bar session on
guitar by Byrne himself.

X Japan reunites with hologram 
Coachella also marked an unusually intimate

return for X Japan, megastars of Japanese met-
al in the 1980s who are planning their first new
album in more than two decades this year.
Accustomed to packing arenas, the group
managed to pull in a smaller but respectable
crowd of hundreds despite the misfortune of
playing at the same time as Beyonce. X Japan
paid tribute to its two late members-guitarist
Hide and bassist Taiji, who both died in appar-
ent but contested suicides-with the song
“Endless Rain” as well as holograms that
reunited them on stage.

Previewing the new music, which frontman
Toshi will sing in English in his piercing voice, X
Japan showed its blend of furious hard rock and
symphonic structure with key songwriter
Yoshiki-topless with a neck brace after years of
physically devastating head-banging-alternating
between drums and piano. X Japan also brought
two guest guitarists-Wes Borland of Limp Bizkit
and Richard Fortus of latter-day Guns N’
Roses-a sign of the deep esteem the band
enjoys in the rock world, if not yet the US gen-
eral public. — AFP

Beyonce throws Coachella homecoming
with Destiny’s Child reunion

Nile Rodgers & CHIC perform during the Coachella Music and Arts Festival. Haim performs Saturday during the Coachella Music and Arts Festival. Benjamin Booker performs during the Coachella Music and Arts Festival.

Bon Jovi, the Moody Blues, Dire Straits,
the Cars, Nina Simone and Sister
Rosetta Tharpe joined music royalty on

Saturday as they were inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Richie Sambora,
the original guitarist for arena-packing rock-
ers Bon Jovi reunited with the band for a
rousing set at the Public Auditorium in
Cleveland that included hits “You Give Love
a Bad Name and “It’s My Life.” R&B-infused
progressive rockers the Moody Blues took
the stage to perform “Your Wildest Dreams,”
while New Wave pop songwriters the Cars
played “Just What I Needed.”

Soul legend Nina Simone and Sister
Rosetta Tharpe, the gospel inspiration for
early rockers, both of whom were posthu-
mously inducted, and British rockers Dire
Straits rounded out the 2018 Hall of Fame
class. The shrine to rock culture surveyed
some 1,000 historians and music industry
players to select the new inductees. Bon Jovi,
the hard rockers from New Jersey led by
namesake Jon Bon Jovi, came out on top in a
survey that drew 6.8 million fans, whose
preferences were taken into account to give
an extra vote to five acts.

With a string of quickly memorable hits
such as “Livin’ on a Prayer” and “Wanted
Dead or Alive,” Bon Jovi became kings in the
1980s, packing arenas on their exhaustive
tours full of pyrotechnics. Simone, who won
induction on her first nomination, was widely
considered one of the most influential
singers of the 20th century who brought the

sensibilities of classical music to gospel and
jazz. Raised in segregated North Carolina,
Simone became a passionate advocate for
racial equality, with her best-known song
perhaps the civil rights anthem “To Be
Young, Gifted and Black.” She died in self-
exile in France in 2003.

Tharpe, who died in 1973, was chosen
for her early influence on rock.  With her
confident stage presence and distortion on
her guitar, Tharpe took gospel music to
new audiences in the 1930s and 1940s,
helping set the stage for rock ‘n’ roll after
World War II. Dire Straits, led by Mark
Knopfler, emerged from Britain’s so-called
pub rock scene of the 1970s, which empha-
sized blues roots and no-frills musicianship
in an era of angry punks and flamboyant
glam bands. In its citation, the Hall of Fame
credited the London band with its revival
of Americana, saying, “Dire Straits dragged
rock kicking and screaming back to its grit-
ty, country roots using beefy guitar licks
and bluesy vocals.”

The Cars, led by Ric Ocasek, went in a
different direction, bringing the quirky elec-
tronic effects of New Wave to classically
structured pop songs, generating a string of
hits such as “You Might Think,” “Shake It
Up,” and “Drive.” The Moody Blues started
in R&B but shifted gears sharply with 1967’s 

concept album “Days of Future Passed.”
With its incorporation of classical music, the
album helped create progressive rock, with
its more ambitious structures. — AFP

Bon Jovi, Nina Simone enter 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

Bon Jovi performs
in Concert - Newark,

NJ at Prudential
Center in Newark,

New Jersey. — AFP

Italian filmmaker and Cannes Film Festival
winner Vittorio Taviani has died aged 88,
according to media reports yesterday cit-

ing family sources. Taviani and his brother
Paolo formed one of Italian cinema’s most
famous duos and together they made more
than 15 films. 

One of their best-known was the gritty
biopic “Padre Padrone”, set in Sardinia, which
won the top Palme d’Or prize at Cannes in

1977. Born in San Miniato, Tuscany, on
September 20, 1929, Taviani died in Rome
after suffering from a long-term illness.

Another of the brothers’ critically
acclaimed films is 2012’s “Caesar Must Die”,
for which they won the Golden Bear prize at
the Berlin International Film Festival. The pair’s
father was an anti-fascist lawyer and they had
an early interest in social issues, which they
later translated onto the screen. — AFP

Award-winning Italian
filmmaker Vittorio Taviani dies

In this file photo taken on February 11, 2012 Italian
director Vittorio Taviani gestures during a press
conference for the film “Ceasar Must Die” (Cesare
Deve Morire) in Berlin. — AFP

Oscar-winning Czech-born film director
Milos Forman, celebrated for “One Flew
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” and “Amadeus,”

has died aged 86, his agents told AFP on
Saturday. “I heard from (Forman’s wife) Martina
Forman very early this morning letting me know
Milos passed away at Danbury Hospital near his
home in Warren, Connecticut,” his friend and
agent Dennis Aspland said.

“I can confirm the news,” added the direc-
tor’s Czech agent Radka Kadlecova, as Forman’s
official Facebook page displayed a black square
in the place of his profile picture, complete with
the dates of birth and death. The Czech news
agency CTK quoted Martina Forman as saying
her husband died suddenly on Friday after a
short illness. “He passed away quietly, surround-
ed by his family and his closest people,” she
said. In an obituary on Twitter, Hollywood actor
Antonio Banderas labeled the cigar-smoking
director a “genius of cinematography.”

“Milos Forman has left us. Genius of cine-
matography and master in the portrayal of the
human condition. RIP,” the “Desperado” star
said. Jim Carrey, who played comedian Andy
Kaufman in Forman’s “Man on the Moon” (1999)
— a film that inspired Forman to name his twins
James and Andrew-hailed Forman as “a force”
and a lovely man. “I’m glad we got to play
together. It was a monumental experience,” he
tweeted. Born in the town of Caslav east of
Prague on February 18, 1932, Forman lost both
parents in Nazi concentration camps.

In the 1960s, he joined the New Wave of
filmmakers standing up to the Communist
regime in what was then Czechoslovakia, making
himself famous with “Black Peter,” “Loves of a

Blonde” and “The Firemen’s Ball.” Shortly before
the 1968 Soviet-led occupation of
Czechoslovakia, which put an end to a liberal
period known as the Prague Spring, Forman
moved to the United States via France.

‘I’ll miss his laughter’ 
His career overseas started with “Taking Off”

in 1971, followed by “One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest” four years later, which brought
him his first ‘best director’ Oscar. An American
citizen since 1977, the father-of-four returned to
stil l-Communist Prague in 1983 to film
“Amadeus,” which earned him a second Oscar
for best director and won eight out of 11 nomi-
nations. “Milos Forman was... a master filmmaker

- no one better at capturing small unrepeatable
moments of human behavior,” tweeted Forman’s
screenwriter Larry Karaszewski.

“We made two movies together and every
day spent with him was a unique adventure,”
said Karaszewski, who wrote the screenplays
for Forman’s “The People vs Larry Flynt”
(1996) and “Man on the Moon” together with
Scott Alexander. “Milos loved life. I will miss
his laughter,” he added. Larry Flynt, the pub-
lisher of sexually graphic magazines, said he
would miss Forman’s “presence on this Earth”.
“I will always be grateful to him for telling my
story in The People vs Larry Flynt. He was a
remarkable man with extraordinary talent,”
Flynt tweeted. — AFP

Oscar-winning ‘Cuckoo’s Nest’ 
director Milos Forman dies at 86

In this file photo taken
on October 10, 2010
Czech-born US director
Milos Forman poses
during a photocall
after being awarded
for his contribution to
cinema during the 
second edition of the
Lumiere 2010 Film
Festival in Lyon, 
eastern France.
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Cheap, Chinese-made nylon burqas are
flooding Afghanistan’s north as con-
sumers turn to affordable, mass-pro-

duced fabrics-but in Kabul a small, determined
fashion house is fighting to preserve the tradi-
tional textiles once integral to Afghan culture.
Launched in 2006, “Zarif”-”precious” in
Persian-commissions traditional cotton and silk
from artisanal weavers, then employs more than
two dozen people-mostly women-to tailor and
design the fabrics into handcrafted, embroi-
dered clothing.

But with cheaper imports saturating the mar-
ket, they are struggling to keep local traditional
methods afloat, says founder Zolaykha Sherzad.
Only decades ago, the textile industry was on
par with Afghanistan’s legendary carpet trade,
famed since the days of the old Silk Road.
During its heyday textiles were more than just
fabrics, with their patterns, colors and embroi-
dery illuminating the origins and tribal history of
their makers. “In the past, the fabrics were
entirely embroidered, on the walls, the cush-
ions... the wedding dresses,” says Sherzad.

“But now, we are trying hard just to keep
them as ornaments on jackets and coats, to
maintain the know-how,” she adds, saying the
decline in the craft has put large numbers of
women out of work who once were able to
make a living at home. With Zarif, she hopes to
fill the gap while aiming to preserve
Afghanistan’s textile traditions and designing
contemporary takes on Afghan fashion staples.  

Fighting the market 
A visit to the bazaar in northern Mazar-i-

Sharif shows the challenge she faces. There,
bundles of striped and padded coats, or “cha-
pans”-popularized in the West by ex-President
Hamid Karzai-pile up in stacks at stalls. “Too
bright,” she says, discarding the synthetic fab-
rics. For many consumers, however, they have
their appeal. The cheaper knock-offs are print-
ed on nylon, rather than silk, closely replicating
traditional designs but at a third of the price.

“These cost 800 to 1,200 afghanis ($11 to
$18), compared to 2,500 ($36) for a traditional
chapan,” explains Abdullah, a merchant.  Now
only the rich can afford the handmade silk cha-
pans, often buying them as wedding gifts, while
middle-class and working people opt for the
synthetic designs. Markets across Mazar also
burst with the polyester burqas Afghan women
are forced by tribal culture to don. But even the
fabrics used for this ubiquitous garment come
increasingly from abroad.

“China, India, Pakistan, everything comes
from outside,” Hashem, a dyer and weaver for
Zarif, tells AFP in the courtyard of his mud
house on the outskirts of Mazar from where he
manages the 10 women who weave for him at
home. “In the old days I had 10 families working
for me, today I have four,” he says while squeez-
ing a skein of freshly dyed cotton. “Before,” he
continues, “80 percent of the raw material came
from the local market, today 80 percent comes
from abroad.”

Working women 
In founding Zarif, Sherzad-an architect by

training-wanted above all to promote female
employment, banned under Taliban rule from
1996-2001 and still the norm in large swathes of
the country. According to data provided by the
World Bank, 19 percent of Afghan women were
employed in 2017 — which excludes the infor-
mal agricultural sector. Despite the economic
crisis that has raged since the withdrawal of
more than 100,000 NATO troops in late 2014,
Zarif still employs 26 employees in its courtyard
workshop, located next to a mosque and its
blaring call to prayers.  

About 60 percent of the team is female,
including the director Nasima along with the
production manager Sara. Two embroiderers
work full time while an additional 30 are called
on at the discretion of the managers. Since its
creation, Zarif has trained more than 85 women-
but most of them have given up their jobs after
getting married at the request of husbands who

a r e

reluctant to accept the presence of other men
near their spouses. “The brake on women’s
employment continues to be their husbands”
says Sherzad. To survive, Zarif relies on connec-
tions in Paris, where the company is supported
by French fashion brand “Agnes b.”, along with a
stable of faithful clientele in New York. And
even as she seeks to preserve, she is also forced
to adapt, scouring Afghanistan’s antique shops
in search of richly crafted garments that can be

refashioned into bags or the linings for men’s
jackets. Silk encapsulates the challenge.
Homespun silk from the western city of Herat
was once used by Afghan producers for turbans.
Now it is exported to Iran. 

“There’s only one artisan left in Afghanistan
that knows the craft,” Sherzad says. “It’s neces-
sary to train others, but for what? People no
longer have the means and young people no
longer wear turbans. We have to invent some-
thing else that uses silk.” — AFP

2018 is a big year in aviation for Hamilton
as we celebrate 100 years of timing the
skies. With our 2018 Khaki Pilot collec-

tion we’re bringing together the very best of
classic Hamilton aviation look and feel from
collections past and adding a modern twist
to create pilots’ watches that perfectly rep-
resent American spirit and Swiss precision.

Functionality is guaranteed at Hamilton
and the new models have H-40 automatic
movements with extended 80-hour power
reserves so they’re ready to fly again even
after a long weekend of downtime.

The new sand-colored Super-LumiNova
indexes and numerals glow neon green in the
dark and offer enhanced readability to
ensure an accurate dial reading even during
night flights.

Authentic aviation look and feel 
With ultra-readable dials, and the day

displayed at 12 o’clock, they’re reminiscent of
analog cockpit instruments from vintage air-
craft while the new color schemes and PVD
treatment offer a modern take.

Dark brown PVD treated stainless steel
with a brandy brown leather strap; Steel with
a desert brown leather strap and full steel
with a metal bracelet are the three versions
that make up the collection.

This new collection also sees the intro-
duction of the next generation of Hamilton
leather straps. Inspired by the leather flying
jackets worn by top US military pilots, the
rugged, lived-in look of the straps is authen-

tic to the look of leather that has spent a life
in the cockpit under the stresses, strains and
G-force experienced by pilots. With stylish
hot stamping on the leather, the desert and
brandy brown straps blend perfectly with the

brown hues of the cases and dials.
For Swiss precision, American spirit and

an authentic Hamilton aviation look and feel,
the new Khaki Pilot Auto Day Date models
have everything to offer. Fasten your seat-
belts and get ready for takeoff!

Hamilton was founded in 1892 in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, USA. Hamilton
watches combine the American spirit with
the unrivalled precision of the latest Swiss
movements and technologies. Known for its
innovative design, Hamilton has a strong
foothold in Hollywood, with products
appearing in more than 450 films. The brand
also boasts a strong aviation heritage.
Hamilton is a member of the Swatch group,
the largest watch manufacturer and distribu-
tor in the world. 

Fasten your seatbelt!
Presenting the new Hamilton 
Khaki Pilot Auto Day Date

Afghan artisans pit their
talents against Chinese imports

In this photo an Afghan shopkeeper
posing as he shows Chinese
imported burqas at his shop in
Mazar-i-Sharif. — AFP photos

“

“

In the past, the fabrics
were entirely 

embroidered, on the
walls, the cushions...
the wedding dresses

An Afghan tailor working on a cotton fabric piece
at Zarif Design House in Kabul.

An Afghan shopkeeper and provincial contractor of Zarif Design House shows original fabric to made a
chapan (coat) at his shop in Mazar-i-Sharif.

An Afghan shopkeeper and provincial contractor of Zarif Design House shows fabrics to made a chapan
(coat) at his shop in Mazar-i-Sharif.

An Afghan shopkeeper showing a Chinese-made 
imported burqa at his shop in Mazar-i-Sharif.

An Afghan man dyes threads used to make chapans (coats) 
at his home in Mazar-i-Sharif.

Afghan tailors sewing clothes at Zarif Design House in Kabul. Afghan owner of Zarif Design House Zolaykha Sherzad (right) showing an older
traditional chapan (coat) to her employees at the Zarif Design house in Kabul.

Afghan tailors sewing clothes at Zarif Design House in Kabul. An Afghan tailor hanging an embroidered coat on the wall at Zarif Design House.
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The historical mosque of Oqba Ibn Nafei in  Al-Keirawan
city . It is the first mosque  for Muslims in Africa

Tunisia, the 

Rose of Countries,

Recovers its 

Touristic Vitality

By Mohammad Al-Hussaini

To green Tunisia we flew on the wings of travel with the Bab Tours Team. We toured its regions enjoying
the beauty of the present and the fragrance of history in a country which God endowed with the most
ravishing nature. Civilizations rushed to it, cultures met on its soil and it gave its old name “Africa” to

the black continent.

We arrived via Carthage International Airport and
headed to the recently-opened Four Seasons Resort
in the luxurious hotels area of Kommart adjacent to
the touristic areas of Marsa and Sidi Bou Said.

Our first tour was in the Sidi Bou Said area,
famous for its white and blue houses, its alleys over-
looking the sea, with tourists often comparing it to
the Greek island of Santorini. One of the most beau-
tiful stops there was the Baron d’Erlanger palace,
also known as “ Ennejma Ezzahra” which beside its
architectural splendor, is home to the Arab and
Mediterranean Music Center and a collection of rare
instruments.

From Sidi Bou Said we traveled to Carthage with
its ruins of one of the most famous Phoenician-
Roman cities. We wandered through it and visited its

famous amphitheater which hosts the annual
Carthage International Festival and some of the most
prominent world artists. We also visited the museum
of the site with its important masterpieces such as
the Lady of Carthage mosaic.

After Carthage we had an appointment with
ancient Tunis via the Tunis Lake and to the Habib
Bourguiba Avenue, also known as “ the Tunis
Champs-Elysees” due to its notable similarity with
the famous French avenue. Beside its important offi-
cial and commercial buildings and the National
Theater, there is the statue of Ibn Khaldoun, the
founder of sociology, which stands hundreds of
meters from Bab El Bahr leading you to the old
streets and markets (the narrow street is called Al
Nahj in Tunis).

The “Bab Tours” Team visited
its major cities, Historical 
and Natural Landmarks

An underground Roman house in Bulla Regia.

Rabat Al-Monastir
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Then came the visit to the famous Bardeau
museum with its splendid historical art pieces
such as the mosaic of the Roman poet Virgil
with the goddess of poetry and rhetoric Cleo
and the goddess of pantomime Melpomene.

To the North West
From the capital Tunis we took the land route

to Tabarka close to the border with Algeria. It is
a quiet coastal town distinguished for its hills,
sea views and bays beside the “ Southern Fort”
which is a watch fort. It was built in the 16th
century and handed over by the Ottoman rulers
to the Italian republic of Genoa as a ransom for
the Turkish pirate Draguth and remained under
Genoese rule for almost two centuries.

On our way to Tabarka, which is also famous
for its water-front restaurants, coral and the
summer jazz festival, we passed through lush
fields and prairies, feasting our eyes on the nat-
ural beauty of captivating sites such as Ain
Draham and Dougga which is home to the ruins
of a wonderfully integrated Roman city and
considered as the most accomplished Roman
monument in North Africa. It was listed as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1997. Dougga
is situated in a fantastic geographical area with
the still existing Acropolis, or the Trinity Temple,
as well as a theater for an audience of three
thousand, residential quarters and public baths.
After Dougga we went to Bulla Regia, another
Roman city which dates back to the 5th century
B.C. It was founded in the Numidian period and
subjugated by Rome in 64 B.C. It is noted for its
theater which was built on flat ground accord-
ing to splendid architectural design with two
luxurious underground houses with their origi-
nal shape kept largely intact, thus allowing the
visitor to experience entering a Roman house
built nearly two thousand years ago and seeing
examples of architecture, lighting, bedrooms,
dining rooms and mosaic-decorated floors and
walls.

It is worth noting that before the Roman
Empire granted its nationality to its subjects,

rich city dwellers in its states and regions vol-
unteered to build theatres, buildings and baths
in exchange for Romanization or Roman nation-
ality. Some important parts and landmarks in
Dougga and Bulla Regia were built in this way.
Before reaching Tabarka we visited the city of
Testour and its Andalusian-style Great Mosque.
It is the city of the Andalusian Moors who came
to settle after their exile in the 17th century. The
city has a handicraft market which features tra-
ditional attires such as the Jubba and the
Bornos.

The Middle
After our tour of the north west we headed

to the middle of the country and the historical
city of Qairawan which was the first Islamic city
to be founded in the Arab Maghreb in 670 A.D.
It is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site. It
was built as a circle, following the design of the
Abbasid capital Baghdad, surrounding  the
Great Mosque built by Oqbq Ibn Nafi. The
great streets radiate from the center with tradi-
tional shops offering the best in handicrafts and
rugs. There is also the Brouta well  with folk
tales about its being connected to  the Zamzam
well.

The Mosque is remarkable for its cone-
shaped minaret which became the origin of the
shape of all minarets in the Islamic Maghreb.

There is also the mosque of the Prophet’s
Companion Abo Zima Al Balawi which is one of

the attractive historical monuments, and the Ibn
Khairoun Mosque built in 866 AD and known
as the “Three Doors Mosque”, as well as the
“Aghaliba” pools with their solemn celebrations,
being one  of the largest water installations for
watering caravans. It is also listed as a
UNESCO World Heritage site.

After Qairawan we headed to Sousse. On our
way we stopped at one of the most magnificent
architectural achievements in human history. It
is the El Jem Colosseum in Al-Mahdiya area

which is very similar to the Rome colosseum. In
the days of the Roman Empire the harshest
punishment was one of three choices:  sending
the convicts to work in mines, quarries or to
fight predatory animals as they did in El Jem.

El Jem with its oval shape was deemed one
of the most splendid in North Africa. Its larger
axis is 149 meters long, the smaller is 124
meters. It is 35 meters high with a circumfer-
ence of 427 meters. Its capacity of 30 thousand
spectators made it smaller than Rome’s which
had a capacity of 43 thousand (527 meters in
circumference). Spectators flocked to the colos-
seum to watch the fights between the convicts
or gladiators and the beasts which were
brought from the forests of Tunisia and Africa.
They enjoyed sitting on the marble grandstand
arranged on five levels, to watch the bloody
fight which was a major ritual of heathen Rome
but it receded with the advent of Christianity
and the Byzantine age.

Sousse and Monastir
Our Tunisian tour and its surprises continued

with enjoying a visit to the coastal town of
Sousse, the pearl  of the Tunisian coast, famous
for its hotels, restaurants and the grand yachts
berth in Al Kantawi from where one could take
a sea trip around the city. Close to Sousse lies
the city of Monastir with its Rabat which was
built in 796 AD within a fortified Qasaba; it
offers a breath-taking view of the sea, the city
and the close-by mausoleum of the late leader
Al Habib Bourguiba. The Rabat also contains a
museum of Islamic art.

One cannot discover Tunisia, “Almizyana” as
the Tunisians call it, in just 10 days. This country
is rich in diversity and in natural, historical and
cultural wealth which put it at the top of the
favorite places to visit.

The events which accompanied the 14th
January revolution of 2011 and the following
disturbances affected the security and touristic
aspects in Tunisia. Nevertheless, it can be said
that the country has largely recovered and is
gradually regaining its touristic activity and
vitality with millions of tourists of various inter-
ests returning for recreation, entertainment and
medical treatment and to visit the country’s his-
torical and natural sites at very convenient and
competitive prices. Tunisia is awaiting its visi-
tors with all the welcome, love and beauty it
possesses. Perhaps the most distinctive feature
of this country is that you grow attached to it
and that it offers you something to make you
come back and visit again and again.

A captivating sea-view in Sidi Bou Said.

Roman baths in Carthage.

The famous El Jem colosseum
in Al-Mahdiya where beasts
were fought in the Roman age.

The famous Al Kantawi berth which
hosts luxurious yachts in Sousse.

Traditional doors. The old capital.

Some of the Bab Tunis team at the Dougga
Roman site.

An Inner yard in Ennejma Ezzahra palace of Baron d’Elanger in Sidi Bou Said.

Statue of the founder of sociology Ibn Khaldoun in Tunis.

Folklore pieces

A gate in the historical city of Qairawan. Al-Zitona Mosque minaret in old Tunis.

Acropolis temple at Dougga Roman site.

Mosaic of the Roman poet Virgil beside Cleo, the
goddess of poetry and Melpomene, the goddess of
pantomime. It is one of the most important pieces
in the Bardeau Museum.

The Carthage Theater which embraces annually one of the most important international arts and culture
festivals.
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Runners celebrate under coloured powder finishing their five kilometers in the Color Run 2018 at the Eiffel Tower in Paris yesterday. Runners are showered with coloured powder at stations along the way in the five kilometers Color Run in which participants
are all equal, no winners nor prizes for the finishers. — AFP

Good grief, Charlie Brown has got into graffiti...
The first of a series of huge street art projects
featuring Snoopy and the Peanuts gang was

unveiled in Paris on Saturday. The wraps will come off
other murals in New York Monday with Tokyo, Seoul,
Berlin, Mexico City and San Francisco to follow. But what
would his creator Charles M Schulz think? He would be
thrilled, insist the keepers of the Peanuts flame who point
out that the great cartoonist was a friend and supporter
of street art pioneer Christo, famous for wrapping the
Reichstag in Berlin and the Pont Neuf in Paris.

The Bulgarian-born superstar even wrapped Snoopy’s
kennel and presented it to the Schulz Museum in Santa
Rosa, California. “I think Charles Schulz would love this
project,” Melissa Menta of Peanuts Worldwide told AFP.
“He loved artists and in one strip he has Snoopy day-
dreaming about Christo. At the end of it he returns to find
that he has wrapped his doghouse, which Christo then
did in real life.” She said Peanuts Worldwide had excep-
tionally allowed the seven street artists chosen for the
Peanuts Global Artist Collective to redraw the beloved
characters from the famously philosophical strip.

They include the sometimes controversial American
artist Rob Pruitt, who has Snoopy walking a tightrope

with one of his trademark panda figures. “I think I taught
myself how to draw by copying Peanuts characters and
strips over and over, especially the details-the grass, the
snow, the wobbly lines,” Pruitt said. Menta said Pruitt
was an obvious choice because he had “Peanutised him-
self years ago. He did a series of tombstones with the
Charlie Brown stripe on them way back and he was
clearly a Peanuts fan.”

She said far from being afraid of what artists would
come up with, “it was the best form of flattery to have
them riffing on Peanuts in their form of expression.” The
French graffiti artist Andre Saraiva-aka Mr A-has
Snoopy hanging out with his stick figures while the
world’s most Zen dog skateboards with Woodstock in
the first piece to be unveiled Saturday on the facade of
the Citizen Hotel in Paris by US artist Nina Chanel
Abney. The other artists involved include the American
Kenny Scharf, whose work will be shown in New York
on April 16; Japan’s Tomokazu Matsuyama; the duo
FriendsWithYou (Samuel Borkson and Arturo Sandoval
III); and the collective AVAF. — AFP

The Vatican Museums are offering an early-bird
special.  The museums famed for Michelangelo’s
ceiling in the Sistine Chapel and for masterpieces

by Raffaello has posted on its website a new guided
itinerary that starts at 6 am and finishes with a light
breakfast of croissants, juice and coffee.

A video shows a small group of visitors accompa-
nying the museum’s key-bearer as he opens doors and

gates with a huge ring of dozens of keys, switching on
the lights along the frescoed and stuccoed corridors
as the tour progresses. The “Good Morning Vatican
Museums” tour lasts about an hour for a maximum 20
people. The Vatican Museums are normally open from
9 am to 6 pm and see as many as 20,000-25,000 visi-
tors a day.—AP

Apainting by Marc Chagall stolen 30 years ago from
a New York couple’s apartment has been recovered
and is being returned to the family’s estate, the FBI

said Thursday. The 1911 painting, “Othello and
Desdemona,” was stolen in 1988 along with other works of
art-by Renoir, Picasso and Hopper-from the Manhattan
home of Ernest and Rose Heller, the FBI said in a state-
ment. The oil painting, which shows Othello gazing at a
sleeping Desdemona, was recovered last year after a man
in the eastern state of Maryland contacted the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

The FBI said the Maryland man got in touch with law
enforcement after a failed effort to consign the painting to
an art gallery in Washington. The gallery owner was “sus-
picious about the lack of paperwork supporting the paint-
ing’s authenticity and provenance,” the FBI said.

The Maryland man obtained the painting in the late
1980s or early 1990s from the man who stole it from the
Heller’s apartment, the FBI said. “It was an inside job,” said
special agent Marc Hess of the FBI’s Art Crime Team. “A
person who had regular access to the building was steal-
ing from apartments while the tenants were away.” “(The
Hellers) went on vacation back in 1988,” Hess said. “They
returned, and this work of art-along with several others-
was missing.” The FBI said the Maryland man kept the
painting stashed in a makeshift box in his attic for years.

It said no charges would be filed against him or the man

who stole the painting because the statute of limitations
has expired. The FBI said the Hellers, who bought the
painting in the 1920s, have both died and their estate plans
to put the art work up for auction. — AFP

Chagall painting recovered 
30 years after theft

This photo obtained April 12, 2018 courtesy of the FBI in
Washington, DC shows personnel from the FBI’s Art Crime
Team holding a framed work by Marc Chagall prior to its
return to the owners’ estate nearly 30 years after it was
stolen. — AFP

In this file photo, tables and chairs line the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican in preparation for the conclave. — AP

Snoopy and Charlie Brown become street art stars

A picture shows a mural by US artist Nina Chanel Abney set up infront of the Citizen Hotel in Paris as the first of a series
of huge street art projects featuring Snoopy and the Peanuts gang was unveiled. — AFP

The Vatican Museums offer 
early-bird special to see its art 
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