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This photo taken on April 1, 2018 shows more than one thousand young models wearing bunny costumes on Easter Sunday as they attempt a Guinness world record for the largest number of people dressed as
rabbits, during a fashion show in Beijing. — AFP

Let’s start with a popcorn warning. If you’re bringing
your usual tub of multiplex popcorn into “A Quiet
Place,” just be aware that you’ll be hearing every

single crunch. That’s because much of John Krasinski’s
ingeniously creepy new film, in which he stars alongside
his real-life better half, Emily Blunt, takes place in virtu-
al silence. This is a movie about a world where noise
gets you killed. In fact, if you ate popcorn IN the movie,
you’d quickly be dead. Unless you were standing by a
waterfall. More on that in a minute.

Krasinski, in his third feature outing as director, has
a lot going for him here: An inventive premise (was it
dreamed up by some vengeful librarian?), a terrific cast
featuring two extremely effective child actors, and the
always superb Blunt, who can register fear, joy, love and
anxiety in one scene without needing to utter a word.
He takes all this and runs with it, producing a taut,
goose-pimply thriller that earns its jump-out-of-your-
seat moments and only occasionally strains its own log-
ic - and then, who really cares? It’s a monster flick!

We begin on “Day 89.” But what exactly happened
89 days ago? Our first clue is that there’s nobody in the
streets of the desolate town where the Abbott family -
Lee, Evelyn and three young kids - makes a precarious
shopping trip. The family has ventured on foot from
their farmhouse to search an abandoned store for badly
needed medicine. The next clue is all the “Missing”
posters on the streets. What happened to all these
folks? The most obvious clue is that the family cannot
speak, or make a sound. They communicate in sign lan-
guage, and walk barefoot on soft sand and dirt so even
their feet won’t give them away.

An early, shocking tragedy makes it clear what
they’re up against: evil, hungry monsters who consume

anyone who catches their attention with sound. Soon,
that fateful Day 89 skips ahead to Day 472. The mon-
sters still rule, and now Evelyn (Blunt) is pregnant. As
the family goes about its soundless daily routines -
cooking meals silently, eschewing the washer-dryer for
hand washing, playing board games with soft pieces,
dancing to music on headphones - one wonders how
they’ll possibly bring a baby into the world without
making noise.

Painful and stressful
Krasinski and fellow screenwriters Bryan Woods and

Scott Beck are cleverly tapping into universal parental
angst here. First, childbirth, already pretty darned
painful and stressful, is made even more difficult - you
can’t even scream! And how on Earth can you keep a
newborn from crying? More broadly, there’s the con-
stant fear for Lee and Evelyn that any daily task can
lead to an errant noise, and quickly, death. What’s
worse than feeling like you can’t protect your child?
“There’s nothing to be scared of,” Lee (Krasinski) tells
young son Marcus reassuringly at one point, as they
leave the house. “Of course there is,” the boy replies,
correctly.

Basically the only place where one can talk freely, in
this world, is next to the roaring waterfall where Lee
takes Marcus (an appealingly sensitive Noah Jupe) one
day. Because the waterfall is louder than they are, they
can holler with abandon. They’ve left older sister Regan
at home to help Mom. Despite her obvious smarts and
instincts, Regan is technically at even greater risk from
the evil creatures, because she is deaf and can’t hear
them even if they’re right behind her. To survive, she
will need to be more resourceful than anyone else in the
family. (Regan is embodied with warmth and poignancy
by young deaf actress Millicent Simmonds). Remember
we said this movie earned its jump-out-of-your-seat
moments? There’s one in particular, involving Blunt,
that is applause-worthy, and you’ll know it when you
see it. There’s also a terrifying sequence in a grain silo,
reminiscent of the movie “Witness,” and an errant nail
sticking out of a wooden plank is used quite (ouch)
effectively.

“A Quiet Place” may not have the weighty social
meaning or piercing comedy of another recent high-
profile horror thriller, “Get Out.” But like that movie it is
smart, it moves fast, it has a hugely satisfying ending -
and it deserves to attract a much broader audience than
the usual horror film devotees. But just watch out for
that popcorn. Crunch too loud, and you’re a goner. “A
Quiet Place,” a Paramount Pictures release, is rated PG-
13 by the Motion Picture Association of America “for
terror and some bloody images.” Running time: 90 min-
utes. Three stars out of four. MPAA Definition of PG-13:
Parents strongly cautioned. Some material may be inap-
propriate for children under 13. —AP

Cosby jury
selection
underway as

#MeToo casts

a shadow

Prosecutors and the defense began picking a
jury for Bill Cosby’s sexual assault retrial yes-
terday in a #MeToo era that could make the

task more difficult. Experts say the movement that
has felled major figures in news and entertainment
could cut both ways for the comedian, making some
potential jurors more hostile toward him and others
more likely to think men are being unfairly accused.
“We really have had this explosion of awareness
since that last trial and it has changed the entire envi-
ronment,” said Richard Gabriel, a jury consultant who
has worked on more than 1,000 trials. “It is a huge
challenge for the defense, but it could also provide an
avenue and open up the topic.”

The former TV star appeared in a suburban
Philadelphia courthouse yesterday morning as jury
selection got underway. About 125 prospective jurors
filled out a standard questionnaire, answering ques-
tions about their background and their ability to be
impartial. Prosecutors and the defense pored over
the questionnaires as they began whittling the jury
pool down to the 12 who will decide Cosby’s fate. A
jury deadlocked at Cosby’s first trial last June, months
before the #MeToo movement against sexual mis-
conduct started toppling famous men in rapid suc-
cession, among them Harvey Weinstein, Matt Lauer,
Kevin Spacey and Democratic US Sen Al Franken.

Veteran lawyers and jury consultants say #MeToo
will make jury selection more complex and raise the
stakes even higher. The defense is likely to use atti-

tudes toward the movement to weed out jurors.
“There may be a juror who says, ‘I don’t have an
opinion about Cosby, but the #MeToo is very impor-
tant to me,’” said Melissa M. Gomez, a jury expert
and author of the book “Jury Trials Outside In.”
?That person is still very dangerous to the defense.”

Cosby, 80, is charged with drugging and molest-
ing Andrea Constand, a former Temple University
athletics administrator, at his suburban Philadelphia
home in 2004. Last year’s trial was mostly a case of
he-said-she-said. For the retrial, a judge has ruled
that jurors can hear from five additional accusers,
giving prosecutors a chance to portray the man once
known as “America’s Dad” as a serial predator. “It’s
going to be much more difficult for the defense to
chip away at all six, especially if there is a common
thread and story,” Gomez said. “That shows a pattern
of behavior.”

Other celebrities
Typically prosecutors and defense attorneys can

take what happened at the first trial, learn from it and
improve on it in the retrial, but some experts say the
climate surrounding sexual assault has changed so
thoroughly that both sides should go back to the
drawing board. “There is no question that this is a
very difficult time to try someone who has been
accused of sexual assault,” said defense attorney and
Harvard Law School professor Alan Dershowitz. “For
some jurors the whole movement will be on trial,
because Cosby has been the poster person for this
kind of accusation.”

At a hearing last month, Cosby lawyer Becky
James argued it would be difficult to find an impartial
jury in this climate: “There’s no way we will get a jury
that hasn’t heard these allegations against not just
Mr. Cosby but many other celebrities.” But Judge
Steven O’Neill scoffed at the notion Cosby cannot
get a fair trial. Jury experts said the key is getting
potential jurors to open up about their personal
experiences surrounding sexual assault and miscon-
duct, something that might be better done behind
closed doors, in the judge’s chambers, where people
might be more likely to speak candidly. “Without
getting it out in the open, it can be underneath the
surface,” Gabriel said. “The hidden bias is always the
most dangerous bias.”— AP

Review: Krasinski’s ‘A Quiet 
Place’ is intoxicatingly creepy

This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Emily
Blunt playing Evelyn Abbott and Millicent Simmonds play-
ing Regan Abbott on the set of “A Quiet Place.”— AP

Bill Cosby center, arrives for jury selection in his sexual assault retrial at the Montgomery County Courthouse,
yesterday, in Norristown, Pa.— AP


