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Scarlett Johansson is in talks to star in
the World War II movie ‘Jojo Rabbit’.
The 33-year-old actress is set to play a

mother who is hiding a Jewish girl in her
home during the reign of Adolf Hitler but her
German son discovers her secret, Variety
report. ‘Thor: Ragnarok’ director Taika
Waititi has penned the script and is set to
direct and produce alongside Carthew Neal
and Chelsea Winstanley and the film is slat-
ed to start production this spring. Not much
else is known about the film at the time of
reporting but Waititi has reportedly been
offered numerous offers to helm movies fol-
lowing the success of the third ‘Thor’ movie.
However, the New Zealand filmmaker - who
is currently filming his ‘What We Do in the
Shadows’ pilot - made it clear ‘Jojo Rabbit’
would be his next film. Johansson will next
be seen reprising her role as Black Widow in
the highly anticipated ‘Avengers: Infinity
War’ which is set for release this April. The
actress has appeared as the character seven
times to date, but it has been reported she is
set to star in the upcoming standalone movie
based around the Russian spy. As reported
by The Wrap, ‘Blacklist’ screenwriter Jac
Schaeffer has been hired by Marvel to work
on a script, suggesting it could eventually
become a reality. While Johansson’s contract
was due to expire after ‘Avengers 4’ - which
will hit the big screen in 2019 - it is said she
may have signed an extension to continue
playing the former spy. As the money-spin-
ning franchise looks towards its Post-Phase
Three - which includes all the movies made
after ‘Avengers 4’ - Johansson has admitted
to having mixed feelings. Speaking recently
on the set of the fourth ‘Avengers’ film, she
said: “It’s bittersweet to imagine not having
these films to come back to.  “I’ve been liv-
ing this story with these people for 10 years
through ups and downs. We’ve built a great
family. Personally, it feels like a loss.”
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Amber Heard has joined the cast of the indie dra-
ma ‘Gully’. The 31-year-old actress will be star-
ring alongside ‘All the Money in the World’

actor Charlie Plummer in the new movie which marks
the directorial debut of music video director Nabil
Elderkin, Variety report. Kelvin Harrison Jr., Jacob
Latimore, Alice Eve and Jonathan Majors are also on
board the movie which has been penned by Marcus
Guillory. The film is set in a dystopian version of Los
Angeles and follows three disaffected teenagers - who
are all victims of childhood trauma - who are running a
hedonistic riot. Heard has reportedly signed on to play
Plummer’s mother. The movie is being produced by
Brad Feinstein along with Tom Butterfield, Ben Pugh,
Corey Smyth and Alex Georgiou. Heard will next be
seen starring in the DC Extended Universe movie
‘Aquaman’ alongside Jason Momoa as the titular char-
acter. The film follows Arthur Curry/Aquaman - played
by the ‘Game of Thrones’ star - who finds himself
caught between a surface world that ravages the sea
and the underwater Atlanteans who are ready to revolt.
Momoa stars alongside Heard, Nicole Kidman,
Temuere Morrison, Patrick Wilson, Abdul-Mateen and
Dolph Lundgren. The film has been helmed by filmmak-
er James Wan who recently said ‘Aquaman’ does not
have “three villains” because that would be evil
overkill. Wan said: “This is what I’ll say: I don’t have
three villains. I think that’s ridiculous! I would never go
into an origin movie with three villains. We don’t even
know the main character let alone the world and its
antagonist. I believe in taking baby steps.” Aquaman
was briefly seen in a cameo in ‘Batman v Superman:
Dawn of Justice’ and made his full big screen debut in
‘Justice League’ last year.

BLUNT felt nervous
starring with husband

Krasinski in A Quiet Place 

Emily Blunt felt nervous starring in a film with husband
John Krasinski. The 35-year-old actress stars as
Evelyn Abbott in the new horror ‘A Quiet Place’ along-

side her husband - who she married in 2010 - and the film
marks the first time the two have starred in a picture togeth-
er. And although Blunt said they have always wanted to work
together on a project, she admitted they were both nervous
but said they brought their own “secret language” with
them. Blunt told ES Magazine: “We’ve always wanted to
work together and when this came along I realized the con-
cept was so much bigger than, ‘They’re a married couple’.
“We were nervous because we’ve always been the second-
hand audience to the rehashing of what we might have gone
through that day on set. “And ultimately we really under-
stand each other’s worlds because it’s the same world. “The
film was actually going to benefit from the fact that we were
a married couple, because we had this secret language we
could bring.” The film - which has been helmed by Krasinski
- follows Evelyn, her husband Lee and their two children
Regan (Millicent Simmonds) and Marcus (Noah Jupe) who
must live life in silence while hiding from creatures that hunt
by sound. ‘A Quiet Place’ was shot is just six weeks and
Blunt revealed it was an “intense world” to be in. She said:
“It was just such an intense world to be in, all day, and such
an intimate world because we’re shooting on this glorious
farm, but everything’s happening in that moment.” And Blunt
- who has two children Hazel, four, and Violet, who was born
in 2016 with her husband - found that her new movie was a
“deeper metaphor of parenthood”. She said: “It’s a sort of
deeper metaphor of parenthood. “Our reluctance and fear of
sending our kids out into a brutal, fragile world and here it is
in heightened reality.”

Dame Helen Mirren 
begged for 
action roles 

Dame Helen Mirren “begged” for her roles in
‘Fast & Furious 8’ and ‘Red’. The 72-year-old
actress is more known for her dramatic work

but was desperate to be a part of an action series, and
joked being an Oscar winner helped her persuade film
bosses to give her a chance. She said of the movies: “It
was a little hankering definitely. Absolutely it was. “I
begged. I put it out there and then I begged. That was
one of the wonderful advantages of winning an Oscar.
I got to be in action movies! “Because they love hav-
ing Oscar winners in their action movies. They want to
bring you down.” And the ‘Leisure Seeker’ actress
found herself having far more fun on set than she’d
expected. She added to Total Film magazine: “[It was]
more fun. Especially the action sequences, they’re the
best. I love them. And the technology.  “They’re
extraordinary, these special effects guys and stunt
guys. To watch those craftsmen at work... There really
should be an Oscar for stunt work. “These guys are
incredible and they’re so careful and so professional.
And they’re artists. They do amazing things.” When
she’s working, Helen loves to arrive on set early so she
can see the entire process of the shoot. She said: “I
always like to get to the set early. Some people always
like to get to the set late. “I always like to be there
before they’re ready, so I can watch what’s going on
and get a sense of what the shot is, what the problems
might be. So I like to get there early.”

Sharknado franchise 
to come to end 

after sixth movie 

The ‘Sharknado’ franchise is set to come to an end after
its sixth installment. The low-budget mockbuster from
Syfy will see the return of Ian Ziering and Tara Reid

as shark-battling couple Fin and April Shepard, TVLine
report. Following the events of the fifth movie - which ended
with Fin walking the streets of earth alone after it has been
ravaged by man-eating storm - the currently untitled sixth
movie will see the hero attempt to time travel back to where
it all started. It has been reported that the film will also fea-
ture Nazis, dinosaurs, knights, and Noah’s Ark as well as the
dreaded Sharknado. ‘Sharknado 6’ will also see the return of

Vivica A. Fox, Cassie Scerbo and director Anthony C.
Ferrante. The movie will be shown in the US this summer
with a UK date likely to follow after. The made-for-TV sci-fi
disaster comedy franchise kicked off back in 2013 with the
very first movie and followed a waterspout that lifts sharks
out of the ocean and deposits them in LA. Although it was
first screened on Syfy, the film was given a one-night only
special midnight screening in a cinema but it earned less
than $200,000 from 200 screenings. Four sequels have
been produced since then with the sixth and final movie cur-
rently in development. It has garnered a cult fan base and
most recent installment ‘Sharknado 3: Oh Hell No!’ featured
several celebrity cameos from Jedward, WWE wrestler
Chris Jericho, Bo Derek, Jerry Springer, Holly Madison,
Kendra Wilkinson and Ray J among others. While promoting
the fourth movie, the producers launched a social media
campaign asking fans whether #AprilLives or #AprilDies
and fans could only find out by watching the movie.

Steven Spielberg will never go back and
“enhance or change” any of his movies. The
71-year-old iconic filmmaker has helmed many

popular movies including ‘Jurassic Park’, ‘Jaws’ and
‘Indiana Jones’, but with his latest sci-fi ‘Ready
Player One’, the film takes place in a made-up virtual
world called the OASIS and features many iconic
references to 1980s pop culture. But during an
interview with Collider, Spielberg was asked
whether he has been tempted to go back and
rework any of his classic movies, but the filmmaker
revealed he got in trouble for changing parts of ‘E.T
the Extra-Terrestrial’. He said: “Well, I got in trouble
for doing that. When ‘E.T.’ was re-released, I actual-
ly digitized five shots, where E.T. went from being a
puppet to a digital puppet. I also replaced the guns.
“When the FBI ran up on the van, they now have
walkie talkies. So, there’s a really bad version of
‘E.T.’, where I took my cue from ‘Star Wars’ and all
of the digital enhancements for ‘A New Hope’ that
George [Lucas] put in.  “I went ahead because the
marketing at Universal thought we needed some-
thing to get an audience back in to see the movie, so
I did a few touch-ups in the film.  “In those days,
social media wasn’t as profound as it is today, but
what was just beginning erupted in a loud negative
voice saying, ‘How could you ruin our favorite child-
hood film?’ “So, I learned a big lesson, and that’s the
last time I ever decided to mess with the past.
“What’s done is done, and I’ll never go back and do
anything to another movie that I’ve made and have
control over, to enhance or change it.”
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Adam Sandler and Jennifer Aniston are
reportedly set to reunite on Netflix
comedy ‘Murder Mystery’. The two

stars - who last appeared opposite each oth-
er in 2011’s ‘Just Go With It’ - are said to be
working together for the first time in seven
years on the upcoming movie. According to
Variety, the film will see Sandler and Aniston
star as a New York police officer and his
wife, as they find themselves as prime sus-
pects in the murder of an elderly billionaire
during a trip to Europe. ‘The Amazing
Spider-Man’ scriptwriter James Vanderbilt
has penned the comedy, while ‘Workaholics’
co-creator Kyle Newacheck will direct. It will
be Sandler’s sixth Netflix movie as part of his
deal with the online streaming service -
sealed via his own Happy Madison
Productions - following ‘The Ridiculous Six’,
‘The Do-Over’, ‘Sandy Wexler’, ‘The
Meyerowitz Stories (New and Selected)’, and
‘The Week Of’, which is released on April 27.
Last April, the star signed a four-film deal
with Netflix, and said in a statement that he
loves “collaborating with them”. He sai: “I
love how passionate they are about making
movies and getting them out there for the
whole world to see. They’ve made me feel like
family and I can’t thank them enough for their
support.’ Netflix’s Chief Content Officer Ted
Sarandos described Sandler as “one of the
leading comedians in the film world”. He
added: “His movies have proven to be
extremely successful with our subscribers
around the world.” — Bang Showbiz
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