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Marshmello trusts his collaborators
not to reveal his identity. The world
famous anonymous DJ recently

teamed up with Anne-Marie on the track
‘Friends’, and the hit song’s co-writer Nat
Dunn - who is part of Australian house duo
NAATIONS - knows exactly who it is after
the trio’s studio session because he took off
his marshmallow head when they worked
together. Speaking exclusively to BANG
Showbiz, Nat said: “The three of us wrote
the song in the studio together.  “He wasn’t
wearing his helmet, he had it there with him
but he wasn’t wearing it.” Asked if they had
to sign a contract to say they won’t say who
it is, she said: “No, it’s all down to trust.”
Speaking about working with ‘Heavy’ singer
Anne-Marie, Nat said: “Anne-Marie and I
just get along really well. “We had a lot of
fun. We wrote the song fairly quickly and
just had a good time.” Nat also recently
penned a song which is hopefully going to
be on the new Backstreet Boys record.
Speaking about the trakc for the 90s boy-
band - comprised AJ McLean, Howie D,
Nick Carter, Kevin Richardson and Brian
Littrell - she said: “It was going to be their
first single but apparently it’s now going to
be their second single. “You never know - it
changes all the time with labels. If it ever
comes out at all...” Asked if it is a departure
from their boyband era, she said: “It’s defi-
nitely quite fresh for them, it definitely works
for a boyband though.” NAATIONS’ new
single ‘Touch Me’ it’s out now via First
Access Records.
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West splits 
from long-time 

manager
Kanye West has reportedly split from his long-time

manager. Izvor ‘Izzy’ Zivkovic - who started work-
ing with the rapper on his 2010 album ‘My

Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy’ - is said to no longer be
co-managing the ‘All Day’ hitmaker, with Justin Bieber’s
manager Scooter Braun now stepping up his responsibili-
ties, according to Billboard.com Neither, Kanye - who is
represented CCA - or a representative for Zivkovic have
commented on why they’ve gone separate ways. The
Split Second Management owner also looks after acts
including Arcade Fire and Banks. The 40-year-old hip-
hop star - who is back working on his music comeback -
was forced to cancel the remaining dates of his ‘Saint
Pablo Tour’ in 2016, and was swiftly hospitalized for sleep
deprivation and exhaustion. In August, Kanye filed a $10
million lawsuit against the insurers of his tour. The rap
star axed his much-anticipated concerts in support of his
album ‘Life of Pablo’, after he suffered a breakdown - but
Kanye sued syndicates of insurer Lloyd’s of London after
they refused to pay him. The suit, filed in Los Angeles
Superior Court, read “Nor have they provided anything
approaching a coherent explanation about why they have
not paid, or any indication if they will ever pay ... implying
that Kanye’s use of marijuana may provide them with a
basis to deny the claim and retain the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in insurance premiums paid.” Kanye’s
legal claim alleged breach of contract, as well as breach
of good faith and fair dealing on the insurer’s behalf,

according to The Hollywood Reporter. The outspoken
star was admitted to the UCLA Neuropsychiatric
Hospital in November 2016, which led him to cancel his
remaining 21 tour dates. Following his spell in hospital,
Kanye reportedly underwent independent medical evalu-
ation in relation to his insurance claim. Howard King,
Kanye’s lawyer, wrote: “Performing artists who pay hand-
somely to insurance companies ... should take note ...
Lloyd’s companies enjoy collecting bounteous premiums;
they don’t enjoy paying claims, no matter how legitimate.”

Grohl’s first band to
reissue debut album 
Dave Grohl’s first ever band are reissuing their debut

album. The 49-year-old Nirvana drummer was part
of the rock band Scream from 1981 to 1990 and in

2009 the band reformed, and now their 1988 album ‘No
More Censorship’ is set to be rereleased this April. Scream
vocalist Peter Stahl said in a press statement: “This record
was written and recorded during Reagan’s presidency.  “US
foreign policy was being disruptive in Central and Latin
America, Iran-Contra... Art and music was being censored.

“Ed Meese, Ronald’s Attorney General was appointed to
do a report on the effect of pornography on society.
“Hearings were held in Congress about lyrics and albums,
and warnings were placed on album covers. “One bitter
example being Dead Kennedys, who were taken to court
over the Frankenchirst album’s Geiger poster.  “SCREAM
raised money to help in the Dead Kennedys court battle, and
more widely participated in benefits to raise money to fight
this oppression.  “So much of what was going on then is still
so relevant today. History repeats.” The album was originally
reissued as a Record Store Day Black Friday exclusive last
year, NME report, but now, the new retitled copy ‘NMC17’
will be pressed to silver vinyl and will include photos, lyrics,
poetry and personal writings from the Grohl era of the band.
The new edition is slated for release on April 27. Recently
Dave - who is the frontman of Foo Fighters comprised also
of Pat Smear, Chris Shiflett, Nate Mendel, Taylor Hawkins
and Romi Jaffee - revealed he has no plans to go solo.
According to the Daily Star newspaper, Dave explained: “It
just requires the five of us to make music in a room - it’s that
simple.  “When I work by myself it doesn’t sound like the
Foo Fighters, it sounds like me.” The band recently scooped
the Best International Group gong at the BRIT Awards, held
at London’s O2 Arena, in February.

Ebru Ellis 
praises supportive

Sam Smith 

Sam Smith has been praised for being “always encour-
aging”. The ‘Too Good At Goodbyes’ hitmaker is
always “really friendly” to those who work with him,

and singer Ebru Ellis had a great time lending her vocals to
his track ‘Stay With Me’. Ebru explained: “I sang on the Vevo
recording of the track, and it was such an amazing experi-
ence. [Sam Smith] is really down to earth, he’s quiet and
really friendly, and always encouraging. I also performed live
with him on Chatty Man and the Graham Norton Show and
it was really nice to experience the TV aspect of it.” Sam
isn’t the only big star the ‘Blocks’ singer has worked with, as
she was part of the London Community Gospel Choir who
backed Justin Timberlake at the BRIT Awards last month.
And Ebru was pleased to find the ‘Say Something’ singer
was full of praise and very encouraging of their work. She
told BANG Showbiz: “I was there performing with the
London Community Gospel Choir and the buzz was incredi-
ble. [Justin Timberlake] was there at the rehearsal and he
was really happy with how it sounded, everyone was in awe
of him really! He just basically said “wow, you sound great”,
he just wanted the vocals to sound more emphasized. He
usually uses American choirs, but the London Community
Gospel Choir was really highly recommended, and appar-
ently he was really impressed.” Ebru made it to Judges’
Houses on ‘The X Factor’ in 2015 but she wouldn’t try out for
the show again. She admitted: “I wouldn’t go on ‘X Factor’
again. It’s nothing personal to Simon Cowell, it’s just reality
TV is not the pathway for me.  “Singers go on there when
they’ve tried to knock down so many doors and it hasn’t
worked, it’s like a back up.  “For me, it’s important to have
creative control, and sometimes with shows you lose your
identity as an artist as they tell you who you are supposed
to be, and I am just not willing to compromise in that way.”
Ebru will perform at London’s Jazz Cafe on Friday. Her single
‘Blocks’ is out now.

Kodaline would write 
wedding song for Ed Sheeran 

Kodaline would love to pen a
song for pal Ed Sheeran’s wed-
ding. The ‘Shape of You’ hit-

maker helped the Irish band’s bassist
Jason Boland get engaged in 2015 by
bringing him on stage following their
support slot at Dublin’s Croke Park,
where the musician asked his long-
term girlfriend Etaoin Corr to marry
him in front of 80,000 fans. And now
that the 27-year-old singer/songwriter
is engaged to Cherry Seaborn, front-
man Steve Garrigan would be up for
writing a track for the couple’s big day.
Steve previously wrote ‘The One’ as a

gift to the band’s sound engineer
Cameron Young and his wife, but now
their fans use it as their song on their
wedding days, so he has experience in
that department. Speaking exclusively
to BANG Showbiz, Steve said: “If Ed
calls me up and asks me to write him a
wedding song, of course I’ll write him
one. “I don’t know what it is with us
and wedding songs. “I wrote one as a
gift to friends, I wrote it the night
before and it ended up being a single
for us. “It has grown legs, so many
people have used it as their wedding
song now. “My mate is a little bit

annoyed because he is like that’s my
song. “So yeah, if Ed wants a wedding
song, I will write him one.” Kodaline’s
new song ‘Follow Your Fire’ is pro-
duced by Snow Patrol’s Johnny
McDaid and Steve Mac - who did Ed
Sheeran’s smash hit ‘Shape of You’ and
Pink’s ‘What About Us’ - and Steve
says the pair pushed the band out of
their “comfort zone”.  ‘Follow Your Fire’
is taken from Kodaline’s forthcoming
new album - the follow-up to 2015’s
‘Coming Up for Air’ - which sees them
experiment with a new sound inspired
by tropical house DJ, Kygo.

Cardi B is battling through sick-
ness to get her debut album
out on time. The ‘Bodak Yellow’

hitmaker is still working on her
upcoming LP, ‘Invasion of Privacy’
just a week before it is due to be
released, but her efforts have been
hampered by her own health.
Speaking on her Instagram story, she
said: “I slept in the studio, and I’m
getting sicker and sicker. This Miami
weather with the air conditioner me
up, but I need to do one more song
for my album, I really need to do it
(sic).” It comes after Cardi took to
Instagram to show off the album cov-
er and reveal it will be released on
April 6. She captioned the image:
“My album cover !!! LADIES AND
GENTS ! My album INVASION OF
PRIVACY will be out next week April

6!!!!!!! (sic)” The highly anticipated
album follows her trio of hit singles
including ‘Bodak Yellow’, ‘Bartier
Cardi’ and ‘MotorSport’, as well as
guest appearances ranging from
Bruno Mars’ ‘Finesse (Remix)’ to G-
Eazy’s ‘No Limit’. Meanwhile, Cardi
previously revealed she is proud that
hip-hop is “always” in the charts. She
said: “In America, I always look at the

charts. Hip-hop is always there. We
are controlling the music industry. We
control the fashion world. I don’t give
care if the fashion comes from a run-
way or if a Caucasian woman is walk-
ing it, once a coloured person wears
something, that’s when everybody
wants to wear it. We always influence.
When you see the Olympics, who
always wins? Coloured folks. We win
everything. We are a big influence
and people want to take that shit
away. People like Donald Trump,
they’re always going to make us feel
like we’re less. But it’s okay, because a
bxxxh like me knows the truth. It
don’t matter if the government and
the Republicans try to make us feel
like we’re not, cos we is. I know the
truth ... We run the s**t! We influ-
ence. We run everything.”

Cardi B battles sickness 

Sir Elton John thinks retirement would
be “boring”. The 70-year-old singer -
who has sons Zachary, seven, and

Elijah, five, with husband David Furnish - is
planning his final three-year world tour, and
though he’s stepping away from live per-
formance, he insists he’ll never give up his
career entirely. He told Britain’s OK! maga-
zine: “I’ll never retire. It sounds so boring to
me. I’m simply stopping all the travel. “My
boys are at an age now where it’s no longer
practical with their schooling and schedules.
If we didn’t have children, I’d continue trav-
elling. “I’m still going to record albums, write
music, produce movies and write musicals.
“It’s not about me, I can’t be self-focused. “I
have a family ho need me - my husband, my
boys. “I have responsibilities that means I
have to pull back. They come first, before
anything and anyone else.” The ‘Healing
Hands’ singer is the “most excited” he’s ever

been about tour for his final shows because
he views it as more of a “triumphant thank
you” than a “sad goodbye”. He said: “It’s not
an easy decision but it’s the right decision.
“I’m possibly the most excited I’ve ever
been for a tour because I’m planning on vis-
iting every country in the world who’s wel-
comed and supported me. “This is my thank
you to each and every fan. So it’s not a sad
goodbye, it’s a triumphant thank you.”
Though Elton is giving up touring for the
sake of his family, after suffering a potential-
ly-deadly infection last year, he admits it
would also be good for his health. He said:
“Every year I’d do a couple of hundred
flights and it’s starting to take it out of me. “I
had a health scare last year, it was quite
serious. “I’m fine now but it played into the
decision. “My body isn’t invincible, I have to
respect it and treat it more kindly, and chop-
ping out those air miles can’t hurt.”

Sir Elton John won’t completely retire 


