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SAN ANTONIO: Rudy Gay #22 of the San Antonio Spurs goes for a dunk against the San Antonio Spurs at AT&T Center on Sunday in San Antonio, Texas. — AFP
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Rockets fall to Spurs 100-83
SAN ANTONIO: LaMarcus Aldridge posted a double-dou-
ble and received complementary scoring from Rudy Gay in
the San Antonio Spurs’ 100-83 win over the visiting
Houston Rockets on Sunday. The Spurs averted a season
series sweep and snapped the Rockets’ 11-game winning
streak in the process, holding Houston to 33.8 percent
shooting. Aldridge finished with 23 points and 14 rebounds
for San Antonio, which desperately needed the victory to
maintain pace in the hotly contested Western Conference
postseason picture. The Spurs are fourth in the West, a half-
game up on Oklahoma City. Gay scored 21 off the San
Antonio bench while the starting backcourt of Dejounte
Murray and Danny Green combined for 25 points and 13
rebounds. James Harden led the Rockets with 25 points and
eight assists.

JAZZ 121, TIMBERWOLVES 97
Ricky Rubio poured in 23 points on 5-of-6 shooting

from beyond the arc to lead five teammates in double-fig-
ure scoring as visiting Utah romped past Minnesota in a
game with major postseason implications for both teams.
Utah led by 11 at halftime and poured it on in the second
half, forging as much as a 29-point lead in the fourth quar-
ter to run away with the contest. The victory allowed the
Jazz to leapfrog Minnesota into sixth place in the Western
Conference standings. Both teams are part of a group of

seven squads separated by four games for the No. 4-10
spots in the West, and just five of those teams will earn
places in the postseason.

THUNDER 109, PELICANS 104
Russell Westbrook had a triple-double as Oklahoma

City held on against host New Orleans, which is clinging
on to the final playoff spot in the Western Conference.
Westbrook finished with 26 points, 15 rebounds and 13
assists as the Thunder ended a three-game losing streak.
Paul George added a game-high 27 points, and Carmelo
Anthony had 16 points. Anthony Davis had 25 points and
11 rebounds, and Ian Clark scored 16 for the Pelicans, who
lost their fourth straight.

CAVALIERS 98, MAVERICKS 87
LeBron James racked up his 17th triple-double of the

season with 16 points, 13 rebounds and 12 assists as
Cleveland came from behind at home to beat Dallas. The
Cavaliers were down by four points entering the fourth
quarter but used a 13-0 run over a four-minute timeframe in
the middle of the period to take charge. With the win,
Cleveland remains in third place in the Eastern Conference
standings with five games to play. The Cavaliers can finish
no better than third, but they are just a half-game up on
Philadelphia and a game ahead of Indiana as those three

teams battle for the Nos. 3-5 spots in the East.

WARRIORS 117, SUNS 107
Kevin Durant, Draymond Green and Quinn Cook hit 3-

pointers during a 17-2, third-quarter flurry that helped host
Golden State break open a close game in a victory over
Phoenix. Durant finished with 29 points, 11 rebounds and
eight assists for the Warriors, who snapped a three-game
home losing streak, their longest since January 2014. The
Suns lost their 15th straight despite 22-point efforts from
Marquese Chriss and Josh Jackson.

NUGGETS 128, BUCKS 125 (OT)
Nikola Jokic had 35 points, 13 rebounds, five assists and

three blocked shots to help host Denver recover from an
18-point, fourth-quarter deficit and post a crucial victory
over Milwaukee. Jamal Murray recorded 27 points and sev-
en assists, and Paul Millsap contributed 26 points, 13
rebounds and five assists for Denver. Will Barton had 11
points and 10 rebounds for the Nuggets, who moved within
one game of the eighth-place Pelicans for the final Western
Conference playoff spot. Jabari Parker scored a season-
best 35 points on 14-of-23 shooting and collected 10
rebounds while Eric Bledsoe had 31 points and six assists
for Milwaukee. Giannis Antetokounmpo finished with 18
points, 12 rebounds and six assists.

76ERS 119, HORNETS 102
Ben Simmons put on a clinic with 20 points, 15 assists,

eight rebounds, three steals and two blocks to lift
Philadelphia past host Charlotte for a 10th straight win.
Marco Belinelli added a team-best 22 points on 9-of-10
shooting off the bench for the Sixers, who completed a four-
game sweep of the season series with Charlotte. The Sixers
have their first 10-game win streak since they started the
season 10-0 in 2000-01, when they went to the NBA Finals.

TRAIL BLAZERS 113, GRIZZLIES 98
Portland outscored visiting Memphis 43-24 in the third

quarter, breaking open a tight game and then cruising to
victory. Damian Lillard scored 27 points and CJ McCollum
added 20 points for the Trail Blazers, who won for the 17th
time in 20 outings. Rookie Dillon Brooks scored 28 points
for the Grizzlies.

PACERS 111, CLIPPERS 104
Victor Oladipo scored 30 points and delivered a season-

high 12 assists to lead visiting Indiana past Los Angeles.
Oladipo hit 11 of 17 shots. Myles Turner scored 24 points
and grabbed eight rebounds for the Pacers, who won their
fifth consecutive game, including three in a row on the road.
Tobias Harris scored 21 and Lou Williams was right behind
with 20 for the Clippers. — Reuters
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LONDON: Alan Pardew paid the price for a club
record eight successive Premier League defeats by
leaving his managerial role at West Bromwich Albion by
mutual consent yesterday. The 56-year-old had only
been at the club for four months after replacing Tony
Pulis but failed to revive their fortunes and he leaves
them bottom of the table 10 points adrift of safety with
just six games remaining.

Three of those matches are against Champions
League chasing trio Manchester United, Liverpool and
Tottenham Hotspur. Former Hull and Watford manager
Marco Silva is the bookies early favourite to take over
the role. “West Bromwich Albion and Alan Pardew have
agreed to mutually part company today following dis-
cussions between both parties,” read a club statement
on their website.

“Assistant Head Coach John Carver will also be leav-
ing. “The Club would like to thank Alan and John for
their efforts and wish them well in their future endeav-
ours. “First-team coach Darren Moore has been placed
in charge of first team affairs until further notice.

“The Club will not be making any further comment
at this time.” Pardew-whose last managerial job saw
him sacked as Crystal Palace manager in the 2016/17
campaign months after taking them to the FA Cup final-
replaced Pulis after the club had failed to win in 10
matches. His cause was not helped by his players off-
the-field behaviour either. Four senior players-including

Northern Ireland defender Jonny Evans and England
midfielder Jake Livermore-broke a team curfew whilst
on a warm weather training camp in Barcelona in
February and stole a taxi.  Pardew, a former Reading
team-mate of West Brom technical director Nick
Hammond, was the club’s sixth manager since 2011.
They won just once in 18 league games under him, and
took only eight points from a possible 54.

Pardew’s departure comes six weeks after the club
sacked chairman John Williams and chief executive
Martin Goodman. Goodman’s replacement Martin
Jenkins found the finances in such a poor state that he
had to organise the club’s first overdraft in a decade.

“I’ve come back (he had been chief executive for 14
years before leaving at the end of 2016) and I’m
shocked at what I have found in some of the decisions
that have been made,” he told The Times last week.

“I’ve come back and can assure you that we are
right at our limit on STCC (short-term cost control).
There is no more money for (players) wages.”  West

Brom are in their eighth successive Premier League
season but have taken only 20 points from their 32
matches this campaign. — AFP
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