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MANCHESTER: Liverpool manager Juergen Klopp is
not about to change his team’s trademark style against
Champions League quarter-final opponents
Manchester City and believes he can make things
“unpleasant” for Pep Guardiola’s side.

City’s dominance in the Premier League has led
many teams to try different methods to limit the effec-
tiveness of Pep Guardiola’s tactics and the skill of his
players. Liverpool, though,
are the only team to have
beaten City in the league this
season, with a thrilling 4-3
victory at Anfield in January,
and Klopp suggests he will
play in a similar style in the
first leg tomorrow.

“The way we attack the
opponent, the way we
defend high is unpleasant
(for our opponents). If we do
that well they will have some
difficulty coping with it,” the German told UEFA.com.

“It will be very exciting. There’s no guarantee this
will work. In the end it’s the lads on the pitch who will
decide the game,” he added. Key to Liverpool’s
approach is the attacking trio of in-form Mohamed
Salah, Roberto Firmino and Sadio Mane, who all scored
in the January victory over City but who are also cen-
tral to the pressing of Guardiola’s defence.

One approach Klopp won’t be taking is simply try-
ing to shut up shop. “It’ll be about doing more things
right than the opponents, because you can’t simply
defend against City and hope that they won’t score on
the day,” the German said. “They’re just too good.”

Klopp’s “gegenpressing” style, honed at Borussia
Dortmund, involves a rapid swarming of opponents’
territory when they lose the ball, and a high defence to

limit space and make good use of high-energy attack-
ing full backs. Guardiola’s teams, including his former
clubs Barcelona and Bayern Munich, enjoy playing out
from the back, working the ball swiftly through midfield
and using space expertly.

PRESSING GAME
The pressing from Liverpool’s forwards and mid-

fielders tests the ability but
Klopp says the two methods
are more similar than many
think. “There’s no big differ-
ence, actually. It’s just that
Pep has always had better
teams than me. You can see
that now with Manchester
City - they have a lot more
points than we do.  However,
that difference has never
been as small as it is now.
When we coached at Bayern

and Dortmund respectively, that difference was really
big,” he said. While much of the credit for City’s suc-
cess has been given to their manager, Klopp believes
City, who are 16 points clear at  the top of the Premier
League and can clinch the title with a win over
Manchester United on Saturday, also owe much of their
success to the quality of their players.

“Positioning is important but this is not witchcraft.
When the players are in position they move every mil-
lisecond in order to be available. And when they are,
that’s when the individual quality of the player becomes
important,” he said.

“So they’re already well-positioned on the pitch,
they are very well orientated and they can pass the ball
into the next area. That’s what makes them extraordi-
nary,” Klopp added.—AFP
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MILAN: Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri will have
to reshuffle his side again for Real Madrid’s visit
today, yet it is all water off a duck’s back for one of
Europe’s master tacticians In just under four seasons
at Juve, Allegri, who will be unable to call on suspend-
ed defender Medhi Benatia and midfielder Miralem
Pjanic, has shown himself to have an uncanny knack of
switching formations between and often during
matches.

Juventus, who host Real in the first leg of their
Champions League quarter-final, have won three suc-
cessive Italian league and cup doubles and reached
two Champions League finals under Allegri’s pragmat-
ic leadership. During that period, Allegri has repeat-
edly and successfully managed to rebuild his side after
the departures of key players such as Andrea Pirlo,
Arturo Vidal, Carlos Tevez, Paul Pogba and Leonardo
Bonucci.

Bonucci’s departure at the end of last season meant
the break-up of the formidable BBC defence, which
also featured Giorgio Chiellini and Andrea Barzagli.
But Morocco defender Benatia has stepped ably into
the gap and the defence remains as miserly as ever,
conceding only one goal in Serie A since the start of
the year. In the last few months, Allegri has fielded a
3-5-2 formation, a 4-2-3-1, a 4-3-3 and a 4-1-4-1, all
proving equally effective.  Rather than emphasising
fight and commitment, the 50-year-old likes to talk
about the importance of “interpreting the moment”
and “administering the match”.

He says his team enjoys defending as much as try-
ing to score goals and said last year that good
defending is “as beautiful as a great attacking move”.
One of his most recent masterstrokes was in the sec-
ond leg of the last-16 tie against Tottenham Hotspur

when Allegri altered the course of the game with two
changes in a minute. Juve were losing 1-0, and trailing
3-2 on aggregate, when Allegri replaced defensive
midfielder Blaise Matuidi with left back Kwadwo
Asamoah, then one minute later brought on right back
Stephan Lichtensteiner for central defender Benatia.

The complexion of the game changed immediately,
Juventus scored two quick goals and, despite being on
the back foot for most of the two-leg tie, went through
to the last eight 4-3 on aggregate. Allegri was similar-
ly successful on Saturday when, with his side drawing
1-1 against AC Milan, he introduced winger Juan

Cuadrado on the hour against AC Milan. 
Barely 15 minutes later, the Colombian, returning

after three-month injury-enforced absence, scored to
set his side on the way to a 3-1 win, heading in at the
far post from Sami Khedira’s cross. Khedira, who had
been greeted with a few jeers when he reappeared for
the second half of the match, scored the third and, typi-
cally, Allegri praised the German for his tactical nous.
“He’s an international class player and he is intelligent,”
he said. “I like to have him on the pitch as knows when
to raise the drop the rhythm, and he knows how to read
the moment of the match.” — Reuters
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VINOVO: Juventus’ head coach Massimiliano Allegri (C), Juventus’ Argentinian forward Paulo Dybala (R) and
Juventus’ Brazilian midfielder Douglas Costa attend a training session on the eve of the UEFA Champions
League football match Juventus vs Real Madrid yesterday at the Juventus training center in Vinovo. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ITALIAN LEAGUE
Atalanta v Sampdoria 19:30
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Udinese Calcio v Fiorentina 19:30
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Genoa v Cagliari Calcio 19:30
beIN SPORTS HD 6

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Juventus v Real Madrid 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Sevilla v Bayern Munich 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 2

LONDON: A combination of pictures shows Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah (L) and
Manchester City’s Spanish midfielder David Silva (R) running with the ball during the English Premier
League football match. — AFP

MADRID: Atletico Madrid beat La Liga strugglers
Deportivo La Coruna 1-0 at home on Sunday without
starting first choice strikers Diego Costa and Antoine
Griezmann, cutting the deficit behind leaders Barcelona
down to nine points.

French forward Kevin Gameiro scored the only goal of
the game from the penalty spot in the 34th minute in a
generally underwhelming display against relegation-
threatened Deportivo.  The spot kick was awarded after
Pedro Mosquera tugged the shirt of midfielder Saul
Niguez in the area. Valencia tightened their hold on the
fourth Champions League spot by winning 1-0 at Leganes
and opening up a 15-point lead over fifth-placed Villarreal,
who lost 1-0 at basement club Malaga as the Andalusians
won a first Liga game since Dec. 10.

Gameiro started on his own in attack for Atletico as top
scorer Griezmann was suspended and Costa was recover-
ing from muscle discomfort, although the Spain interna-
tional came on in the second half, replacing 19-year-old
debutant Carlos Isaac.

Deportivo have still not managed to win in 2018 but
created the better of the chances against Diego Simeone’s
side.  They could have taken the lead early on when for-
ward Lucas Perez burst into the box with only Jan Oblak
to beat but shot straight at the goalkeeper. Later in the half
he was again thwarted by the Slovenian with a headed
attempt. Mosquera wasted a great chance shortly before
halftime when the ball fell to his feet at the back post but
he sent it flying over the bar. In the second half, Atletico
defender Lucas Hernandez made a perfectly timed chal-
lenge to swipe the ball from the feet of Perez as he was
racing towards goal. Atletico coach Diego Simeone admit-
ted his side had underperformed.

“It’s always difficult after an international break so
close to a World Cup and on top of that we had players
suspended and injured and we responded by getting a
result,” Simeone told a news conference.

“Our first half was better than the second, we scored
and could have taken more of our chances, but we were up
against a side fighting for their lives and we couldn’t finish
the game off.”

Simeone’s side are second in the Liga standings on 67
points after 30 games. Leaders Barca have 76 while cham-
pions Real Madrid are third on 63. 

Deportivo are 19th on 20 points, eight adrift of safety
and only three ahead of Malaga, who snapped a 14-match
winless run by seeing off fifth-placed Villarreal with a
first-half penalty by Gonzalo Castro.

Malaga are now 11 points off safety and coach Jose
Gonzalez said the win had injected a new sense of
hope into his side of clawing their way out of the rele-
gation mire.—ReutersMIAMI: John Isner finally put an end to his ATP Masters

final agony on Sunday, winning the Miami Open for the
first time by beating Germany’s Alexander Zverev 6-7
(4/7), 6-4, 6-4.  The 14th seed had lost his previous three
major tour final appearances in 2012, 2013 and 2016 but
came back from a set down to beat Zverev in two hours
and 29 minutes.

The victory capped a superb tournament for Isner, who
endured a difficult start to 2018 which included an early-
round exit at Indian Wells in his lead-in to Miami. “I could-
n’t have scripted this. I came into this tournament, I won
one ATP [World Tour] match all year and was playing very
poorly,” Isner said.  “I won my first match in three sets and
that’s how tennis goes - you start to gain a little confi-
dence and next thing you know things start to roll your
way.” Isner is the first US player since Andy Roddick in
2010 to lift the Miami title. Isner will also reclaim a career
high world ranking of ninth after the victory, the 13th title
of his career. “It’s up to me now to keep pushing forward,”
he said. “To get over the hump in tournaments like this is a
big thing mentally for me.  “We cleared that hurdle this

week. I went into every match super fresh and loose. I will
be a force if I can continue to play freely.” Both Zverev and
Isner were faultless in their service games and the first set
predictably went the distance before fourth seed Zverev
prevailed when Isner sprayed a backhand wide.

The break, however, finally came for Isner at 4-4 in the
second set and when Zverev, who missed the chance to
return to number three in the world with this defeat, failed
to hold at 5-4 in the third, Isner sealed the best win of his
career with an ace. The German, whose frustrations boiled
over when he smashed his racket on the ground after that
critical break, proved his billing as one of stars of the
future by making his third Masters final and now heads to
Spain where Germany play in the quarter-final of the
Davis Cup. “I missed more shots today than I did the
whole tournament. I played badly from the baseline but it’s
not easy against John,” said Zverev who admitted he will
have just one day of practice before taking on the
Spaniards in Valencia.  “He always makes it difficult.

“I kind of lost the match myself but I have known him
since I was 14 so although I am never happy to lose, I am
happy for him that he’s won his first Masters.” It was a fit-
ting way for American players to say goodbye to Key
Biscayne, home of the Miami Open for the last 32 years,
before the move to Hard Rock Stadium next year. Florida
born Sloane Stephens won the women’s title on Saturday
before Isner stepped up to the plate 24 hours later.  “With
the atmosphere and the support, it was amazing,” said
Isner. “You just can’t replicate that and for me to come out
the winner in the last men’s single match ever here is
unique.” — AFP
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KEY BISCAYNE: John Isner of the United States holds the
Butch Bucholz trophy on Crandon Park Beach after his
three set victory against Alexander Zverev of Germany
in the menís final during the Miami Open. — AFP
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