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JOHANNESBURG:  Captain Faf du Plessis ended his
run of low scores with a classy century, but fitness con-
cerns over all three seamers made South Africa bat until
tea before declaring on the fourth day of the final test
against Australia yesterday.

South Africa finally called a close to their second
innings on 344 for six, setting Australia a massive victo-
ry target of 612 runs. But with Kagiso Rabada suffering
from a stiff lower back, Morne Morkel struggling with a
side strain and Vernon Philander nursing a groin prob-
lem, Du Plessis faces a juggling act with his potent
seam attack.

South Africa need a draw to secure a first home
series over Australia since 1970, with the tourists hav-
ing been rocked by the ball-tampering scandal in which
former captain Steve Smith, his deputy David Warner
and batsman Cameron Bancroft were sent home after
the third test in Cape Town. Du Plessis (120) reached
his eighth test century as he passed 50 for the first time
in 11 innings, seven of which have been single-figure
scores, including a golden duck in the first innings of
this test. His stylish innings ended when he edged
seamer Pat Cummins (4-58) to a diving Peter
Handscomb at second slip, also ending a fourth-wicket
partnership of 170 with opener Dean Elgar (81).

Elgar’s 250-ball vigil ended shortly afterwards when
he tried to attack spinner Nathan Lyon (2-116), but
skied his shot to Shaun Marsh at mid-on.

Quinton de Kock (four) was trapped lbw by
Cummins, who recorded the best test match figures of

his career, 9-141. Temba Bavuma (35) and Philander
(33) shared an unbeaten stand of 71 for the seventh
wicket before the declaration.

South Africa’s stay at the wicket may have been
frustrating for home fans, but it suited scandal-hit
Australia with a draw their best outcome in the match.
There are 121 overs remaining in the game, weather

permitting, a long time for Australia’s under-performing
batsmen to survive, even against a depleted home
attack.

South Africa also have front-line spinner Keshav
Maharaj to call on, as well as part-timers Elgar, Bavuma
and Aiden Markram, who have taken 15 test wickets
between them. — Reuters
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SCOREBOARD

South Africa, first innings, 488

Australia, first innings, 221

South Africa, second innings (overnight 134-3)

A. Markram c Handscomb b Cummins 37

D. Elgar c S. Marsh b Lyon 81

H. Amla c M. Marsh b Lyon 16

A. de Villiers c Paine b Cummins 6

F. du Plessis c Handscomb b Cummins 120

T. Bavuma not out 35

Q. de Kock lbw b Cummins 4

V. Philander not out 33

Extras (b4, lb8) 12

Total (6 wkts dec, 105 overs) 344

Fall of wickets: 1-54 (Markram), 2-79 (Amla), 3-94

(De Villiers), 4-264 (Du Plessis), 5-266 (Elgar), 6-273

(De Kock)

Bowling: Hazlewood 21-6-41-0, Sayers 14-2-68-0,

Lyon 41-13-116-2, Cummins 18-5-58-4, M. Marsh 8-

0-40-0, Renshaw 3-0-9-0.

Match situation: Australia need 612 runs to win

JOHANNESBURG: Scores at the end of South
Africa’s second innings on the fourth day of the
fourth Test against Australia at the Wanderers
Stadium yesterday.

South Africa declare to set target of 612

Needs a draw for 
first home series 

win over Australia

JOHANNESBURG: South African batsman and Captain Faf du Plessis (R) plays a shot on the fourth day of
the fourth Test cricket match between South Africa and Australia. — AFP

NEW DELHI: South Africa wicketkeeper Heinrich
Klaasen will replace banned Australian Steve Smith
in the Rajasthan Royals team for this year’s Indian
Premier League (IPL), organisers said yesterday.

Former Australia captain Smith and his deputy
David Warner were handed 12-month bans by
Cricket Australia for their roles in a ball-tampering
scandal in South Africa.

The pair have also been banned from this year’s
IPL starting on Saturday with a match between
defending champions Mumbai Indians and twice
winners Chennai Super Kings. Klaasen was bought
for a modest 5 million Indian rupees ($77,000) to
replace Smith whom Rajasthan had retained for
120 million rupees to lead the side in the eight-
team tournament.  India middle-order batsman
Ajinkya Rahane will captain the side.

Klaasen, 26, has played four one-day and
three Twenty20 Internationals for South Africa,
all against the visiting Indian side last month.
Warner, who quit as Sunrisers Hyderabad captain
following the scandal in South Africa, has been
replaced by England opener Alex Hales in the
IPL side. —Reuters

S African Klaasen 
replaces Smith in 
Rajasthan squad CHRISTCHURCH: England’s bid to win the second test

against New Zealand and level up the series was hin-
dered by bad light yesterday when play was aban-
doned early with the hosts 42 without loss chasing an
unlikely 382 for victory.

The tourists, without a win in their last 12 overseas
tests and needing victory to save the two-test series
after losing the opener in Auckland, declared their sec-
ond innings closed on 352-9 earlier on day four at
Hagley Oval. New Zealand openers Tom Latham, who
had made 25 not out, and Jeet Raval, unbeaten on 17,
will resume on the final day today after weathering an
early storm from the seamers and a period where
declining light forced England to bowl spin.

England’s Jonny Bairstow, who backed up his first
innings century with a bright 36 from 54 balls, said the
tourists were confident they could take the 10 wickets
to get the job done on Tuesday.

“We’ve seen that if you put the ball in the right
areas, we’ve beaten the outside edge consistently,” he
told reporters. Problems in getting a full day’s play at a
ground without floodlights might have been expected
this far into the year, especially after the official end of
New Zealand’s summer came with the changing of the
clocks at the weekend.   

England had still looked in a strong position to get
the win they required to stymie New Zealand’s hopes
of a first series triumph against them since 1999 when
bad light also brought an early end to day three on
Sunday. Having made 307 in their first innings before

dismissing New Zealand for 278, they resumed on 202-
3 and pushed cautiously towards a position where they
might declare later in the day. Joe Root and Dawid
Malan both reached the half-century mark a 39th for
the skipper, number six for his partner-before a double
strike in three balls saw them depart for 54 and 53
respectively to leave their side 278-5 at lunch.

England’s next four wickets went for only 70 runs,
more than half of them coming from the bat of Bairstow
with Root calling his players in once the wicketkeeper
had departed.

After New Zealand’s pace spearhead of Tim Southee
and Trent Boult had taken all of the England wickets on

the first three days of the match, Colin de Grandhomme
finally got the other home bowlers in on the act.

The all-rounder’s gentle medium pace accounted for
Malan, Ben Stokes (12), Stuart Broad (12) and Mark
Wood (9) and he finished with figures of 4-94. New
Zealand just need a draw to take the series 1-0 and bat-
ting coach Craig McMillan said it would be quite an
achievement if they managed to bat out the final day.

“Series wins have been few and far between for
New Zealand test sides, in terms of history it would be
very special,” he said. “But there’s a big day with a lot
of cricket ahead tomorrow, so there’s a lot of work still
to be done.” — Reuters

Bad light hinders 
England bid for 
Christchurch win

SCOREBOARD

England first innings 307 (J. Bairstow 101, M. Wood 52; Southee
6-62, Boult 4-87)
New Zealand first innings 278 (B. Watling 85, C. de
Grandhomme 72, T. Southee 50; Broad 6-54, Anderson 4-76)

England second innings
A. Cook c Watling b Boult 14
M. Stoneman c Watling b Southee 60
J. Vince c Taylor b Boult 76
J. Root c Watling b Wagner 54
D. Malan c Nicholls b de Grandhomme 53
B. Stokes c Raval b de Grandhomme 12
J. Bairstow c Nicholls b Wagner 36
S. Broad c Sodhi b de Grandhomme 12
M. Wood b de Grandhomme 9
J. Leach not out 14
Extras: (b4, lb3, w2, nb3) 12

Total: (for 9 wickets declared; 106.4 overs) 352
Fall of wickets: 1-24 (Cook), 2-147 (Stoneman), 3-165 (Vince),
4-262 (Malan), 5-262 (Root), 6-282 (Stokes), 7-300 (Broad), 8-
312 (Wood), 9-352 (Bairstow)
Bowling: Boult 28-5-89-2, Southee 19-4-65-1 (1w), de
Grandhomme 26-2-94-4 (1w, 2nb), Wagner 22.4-5-51-2 (1nb),
Sodhi 11-0-46-0.
Did not bat: J Anderson

New Zealand second innings
T. Latham not out 25
J. Raval not out 17
Extras: 0
Total: (for 0 wickets; 23.0 overs) 42
Bowling: Anderson 9-5-9-0, Broad 8-3-16-0, Wood 2-0-13-0,
Leach 3-1-4-0, Root 1-1-0-0.
Series: New Zealand lead 1-0

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand: Scoreboard at stumps on day four of the second Test between New Zealand and England in
Christchurch yesterday:

LOS ANGELES: Shohei Ohtani did something
on Sunday afternoon that hadn’t been accom-
plished in 99 years, and in the process, the Los
Angeles Angels’ two-way player earned the vic-
tory in a 7-4 win over the Oakland A’s. Ohtani
became the first major-leaguer since Babe Ruth
in 1919 to start on Opening Day as a non-pitcher
(he went 1-for-5 as the DH), and then start on
the mound within his team’s first 10 games of the
season. Ohtani (1-0) gave up three runs on three
hits and one walk in six innings, striking out six
along the way. All three hits came in the second
inning, including a three-run home run by
Oakland third baseman Matt Chapman. That
gave the A’s a 3-2 lead at the time, but it was
short-lived. The Angels offense battered A’s
starter Daniel Gossett (0-1) and five relievers for
13 hits, including three each by Andrelton
Simmons and Jefry Marte. Mike Trout and Zack
Cozart added two hits apiece.

BLUE JAYS 7, YANKEES 4
Justin Smoak hit a grand slam with two outs

in the bottom of the eighth inning, lifting Toronto
over visiting New York. Smoak won a nine-pitch
matchup with David Robertson (0-1) by hitting a
full-count fastball into the second deck in center
field. Smoak also hit a two-run home run in the
seventh with nobody out off Tommy Kahnle.
Smoak’s grand slam occurred after the Yankees
opted to intentionally walk Josh Donaldson after
Robertson put runners at second and third by
allowing a single to Russell Martin and a double
to Aledmys Diaz.

RED SOX 2, RAYS 1
Rafael Devers delivered a go-ahead RBI sin-

gle in the sixth inning as visiting Boston claimed
its third straight victory against Tampa Bay.
Devers drove in four runs in the series for the
Red Sox, who won the remainder of the season’s
inaugural series after blowing a 4-0 lead in
Tampa Bay’s 6-4 victory Thursday in the open-
er. Brad Miller clubbed a solo blast off Red Sox
starter Hector Velazquez for the Rays, who
pushed across only three runs over the final
three games of the series.

NATIONALS 6, REDS 5
Bryce Harper homered twice, while Anthony

Rendon and Adam Eaton added two-run shots
as Washington earned a weekend sweep of host
Cincinnati. Gio Gonzalez picked up the win with
six strong innings. He gave up five hits and a run
with a walk and seven strikeouts. Four relievers
combined to record the final nine outs, with
Sean Doolittle pitching the ninth and earning his
second save despite giving up a two-run homer

to Phil Gosselin. Sal Romano was charged with
the loss even though he logged a quality start.
He worked six innings, permitting four hits and
three runs with four walks and two strikeouts.

DODGERS 9, GIANTS 0
Rich Hill threw six scoreless innings, Cody

Bellinger hit his first home run of the season, and
host Los Angeles beat San Francisco to earn a
split in the four-game series. The shutout was
the second in a row for the Dodgers’ pitching
staff, which had Kenta Maeda and three reliev-
ers combine to blank the Giants 5-0 on
Saturday.  For the entire four-game series, the
Dodgers allowed just two runs-both coming on
solo homers by Joe Panik in the first two games,
and both resulting in 1-0 Giants victories. Hill
worked his way out of a couple of jams, making
82 pitches and allowing five hits and three walks.
He struck out five.

ASTROS 8, RANGERS 2
Gerrit Cole allowed just two hits over seven

innings, and Carlos Correa continued his hot
start with two hits and two RBIs as Houston
rolled past host Texas in the final of a four-game,
opening-weekend series. Cole, a key acquisition
by the Astros during the offseason, surrendered
a solo home run in the first to Joey Gallo and did
not allow another hit until the sixth. He struck
out 11 and walked just three during his dominat-
ing 102-pitch performance. Mike Minor, who
made a major league start for the first time since
2014, took the loss for the Rangers after surren-
dering two runs (both earned) and three hits in 4

2/3 innings. He struck out five and walked two in
his 93-pitch stint, his most pitches in a game
since a September 2014 start against Texas.

MARLINS 6, CUBS 0
Dillon Peters pitched six scoreless innings

and fellow rookie Brian Anderson stroked a
three-run double to lead Miami over visiting
Chicago. The Cubs and Marlins split their sea-
son-opening, four-game series. Peters (1-0)
earned just his second major league win in his
seventh start and fourth decision. He allowed six
hits and one walk, striking out two.

MARINERS 5, INDIANS 4
Mitch Haniger hit his second home run of the

season and Dee Gordon homered in a tiebreak-
ing seventh inning in support of right-hander
Mike Leake in Seattle’s home victory over
Cleveland. Gordon homered off right-hander
Dan Otero (0-1), and Haniger hit a two-run shot
off left-hander Tyler Olson after Robinson Cano
singled for a 5-2 lead.  Haniger is 5-for-8 with a
pair of solo homers this season. Edwin
Encarnacion hit two homers and drove in three
runs for the Indians.—Reuters

Ohtani wins
pitching debut,
leads Angels 
over A’s 7-4

OAKLAND:  Zack Cozart #7 of the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim dives into first
base with a triple against the Oakland Athletics in the top of the first inning of a
Major League Baseball game at Oakland Alameda Coliseum in Oakland. — AFP


