
Olympic champion
Peaty would 
love to have 
naval gazed
LONDON: Adam Peaty is set to do battle in
the pool at the Commonwealth Games for
England but the 2016 Olympic champion said
he would love to have commanded a naval
battle.  The 23-year-old-who is unbeaten in
the 100m breaststroke in four years since
taking 2014 Commonwealth Gold-admitted
that would be one of his wishes if he could
travel back in time.

An appropriate choice perhaps for Peaty,
who at one point wanted to join the Royal
Marines before swimming took over his life-
not bad for someone who confesses to hating
water when he was a youngster.   “I know
how sadistic this sounds but I would love to
oversee a naval battle from the 12th or 13th
century,” he told ‘The Times’ in an exclusive
interview in yesterday’s edition.

“Or go back to World War II and have
an eagle-eyed view of some of the General
Patton battles, maybe the Battle of the
Bulge.  “You need a hobby that’s not weird
but different from everyone else.” Peaty,
who believes at some point he will lower

his world record of 57.13seconds for the
event to 56sec, says history was the only
subject he enjoyed at  school  and i t  is
reflected in his choice of his favoured
viewing.  “It’s not a film but a series-Band
of Brothers,” said Peaty referring to the
critically acclaimed World War II drama,

whose excutive producers were Steven
Spielberg and Tom Hanks.

“Ever since I was a kid I’ve loved that stuff.
“I wanted to be in the Marines when I was 15,
but obviously swimming got in the way, but
even at school, on non-uniform days, I’d be
dressed in all-green with a hip flask. — AFP

GOLD COAST: The Commonwealth Games are “more
relevant now than ever”, organisers said yesterday as
they got ready to fire the starting gun on 11 days of
competition at Australia’s Gold Coast.  Questions have
been asked about the standing and modern appeal of
the tournament, an echo of colonialism which began as
the British Empire Games in 1930.

But officials said the Games still had a role to play,
pointing to the groundbreaking move to have an equal
number of men’s and
women’s medal events, and
the policy of including para
sports in the main pro-
gramme.  “The
Commonwealth has stood for
generations now for fighting
for fairness and freedom,”
said David Grevemberg,
chief executive of the
Commonwealth Games
Federation. 

“From our standpoint
we’re more relevant now
than ever before for the things that have historically
challenged the Commonwealth, to the ambitions and
aspirations that this Commonwealth looks to uphold:
peace, prosperity, good governance and human rights.”

After tomorrow’s opening ceremony, about 4,300
athletes from 71 nations and territories will compete
across 23 sports in Gold Coast, a beach-fringed city in
Australia’s east. Games chairman Peter Beattie said the
Olympics should take note of the Commonwealth’s
move to gender equality for medal events, which he
described as a first for a major Games.

“The Commonwealth Games stands for some things

that are different: gender equality is one, inclusiveness
is another,” Beattie said.  He added: “Of course it makes
a difference that there are equal numbers of medals for
men and women. Perhaps that’s something the Olympics
should follow.”

‘STOLENWEALTH GAMES’ 
Australian cycling great Anna Meares said the Games

remained well regarded by athletes, and provided a cru-
cial opportunity to gain
experience.  “The people who
seem to critique it and ques-
tion its relevance are people
who perhaps aren’t involved
in the sport itself,” the former
Olympic and Commonwealth
champion said. “You ask any
athlete where the relevance
of the Commonwealth Games
sit and they’ll tell you it’s
right up there.” However, not
everyone is happy about the
tournament and indigenous

protesters have organised demonstrations against what
they call the “Stolenwealth Games”.

As the opening ceremony nears, Games organisers
are also grappling with a possible doping controversy
after the discovery of syringes in the athletes’ village.
Grevemberg said the syringes were still being analysed
but that one team, believed to be India, had been sum-
moned over a breach of the Games’ “no-needle” policy.

England’s Adam Peaty and Australia’s heavyweight
team will highlight the swimming events, while Jamaica’s
Yohan Blake and Elaine Thompson will look to set the
track alight following the retirement of Olympic sprint

icon Usain Bolt.  Malaysia’s Lee Chong Wei headlines a
strong badminton tournament and Olympic champions
Australia will hope to become the inaugural gold
medallists when women’s rugby makes its Games debut.

Forecasts of wet weather for Wednesday and the

following days didn’t deter Beattie, who declared: “A
little bit of rain is not going to ruin the opening ceremo-
ny.” He added: “Queenslanders and Australians are very
tenacious. We’ll just do singing in the rain if that’s what
happens.” — AFP
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GOLD COAST: People walk past a surfboard display (C) counting down to the start of the 2018 Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast yesterday. — AFP

4,300 athletes from 71 nations and territories to compete

India deny 
doping at 
Commonwealth 
GOLD COAST: India’s men’s boxing
coach denied any doping had taken
place yesterday after syringes were
found in the Commonwealth Games
athletes’ village, saying one of his
fighters was given a vitamin injection
because he was unwell.

Santiago Nieva was speaking to
Australia’s 7 News after Games boss-
es said officials from an unnamed
team had been summoned over a
breach of the event’s “no-needle”
policy.

“I’m confident that our boxers
haven’t taken anything,” Nieva said,
two days ahead of the opening cere-
mony. “We had one boxer that wasn’t
very feeling well and the doctor has
given him an injection.”

Asked if it had been a perform-
ance-enhancing drug, Nieva replied:
“No, that was a vitamin substance.” A
cleaner at the athletes’ village initially
tipped off organisers about the
syringes, officials said.

However, Nieva’s explanation con-
tradicts India team manager Ajay
Narang, who on Saturday told AFP
that the needles were nothing to do
with them. They were found inside a
water bottle on a path outside their
accommodation, Narang said.

Games chiefs, who are stil l
analysing the syringes, have repeat-
edly warned against teams or athletes
breaking the “no-needle” edict. Any
penalties would be at the discretion
of the Commonwealth Games
Federation court.

David Grevemberg, the federa-
tion’s chief executive, declined earlier
yesterday to identify which country
was under suspicion, but said officials
had been summoned to a meeting
with the organisation’s medical com-
mission. — AGP

Eight stars to 
watch at the 
Commonwealth
Games
GOLD COAST: English swimmer Adam
Peaty and Jamaican sprinter Yohan Blake will
be among the world-class competitors in
action when the Commonwealth Games begin
next week in Australia’s Gold Coast. Ahead of
the opening ceremony tomorrow, AFP Sport
picks out eight stars to watch during the
April 4-15 showpiece.

VALERIE ADAMS (SHOT PUT, NZL) 
Adams seems to have been around forev-

er and this will be her fifth Commonwealths-
her haul so far is three gold and one silver.
Still only 33, the Kiwi dominated women’s
shot put for more than a decade. Her
remarkable reign includes winning 107
major competitions in a row from 2006 to
2014 and two Olympic titles. But she had to
settle for silver at the 2016 Rio Olympics,
behind the American Michelle Carter, and is
on the comeback trail after having her first
child in October.

YOHAN BLAKE (ATHLETICS, JAM) 
With fellow Jamaican Usain Bolt retired,

Blake has a prime opportunity to step out of
the sprint legend’s shadow. The 28-year-old
Blake is the second fastest man of all time in
the 100m and 200m-behind Bolt-but has
never won a Commonwealth Games medal
after skipping Glasgow 2014. Blake revealed
that Bolt, who will attend the Games as an

ambassador, is expecting him to win. “He
said, ‘When I come to Australia, if you don’t
win there is going to be problems’,” Blake
told Brisbane’s Courier-Mail.

LEE CHONG WEI (BADMINTON, MAS) 
Lee is a Malaysian with magic in his rac-

quet. The badminton star boasts a formida-
ble trophy haul and is reaching the end of a
great career. His triumphs include
Commonwealth gold in 2006 and 2010 — he
missed 2014 injured. He would have been a
multiple Olympic champion too, but lost the
final to Lin Dan in 2008 and 2012, and fell to
another Chinese player, Chen Long, in 2016.
At least Lee, 35, won’t have to face Lin or
Chen in Australia.

TOM DALEY (DIVING, ENG) 
The 23-year-old with the boy-band looks

leads England’s hopes in the diving and is
also one of the biggest stars at the Games.
He burst onto the scene as a fresh-faced
teenager and is a double world champion in
the 10m platform. In the same discipline he
also won gold at the 2010 and 2014
Commonwealth Games. At the Gold Coast
Games, the double Olympic bronze-medallist
will compete in the 10m platform and also
the 3m synchronised event.

MACK HORTON (SWIMMING, AUS)
The bespectacled Horton is the reigning

Olympic 400m freestyle champion and is
also slated to go in the 200m and 1,500m
events at the Commonwealths. The 21-year-
old’s preparations hit a snag in the build-up
when he was stung by a bee and suffered an
allergic reaction, his arm ballooning in size.
Horton, who cuts a scholarly-looking figure
with his thick specs-but has the daunting
nickname “Mack the Knife-faces stiff compe-
tition in the 200m from fellow Australian Kyle

Chalmers, the Olympic title-holder in the
100m freestyle.

ADAM PEATY (SWIMMING, ENG) 
The Englishman is the 100m breaststroke

Olympic champion and world record-holder
in the 50m and 100m. He will also be defend-
ing his Commonwealth title in the 100m. And
there is bad news for his rivals because he is
in excellent form, winning the 100m at last
month’s British championships with a season-
best 58.78sec. Peaty, unbeaten for nearly
four years, warned his rivals afterwards that
he was gunning for a world record to go with
Gold Coast gold.

CASTER SEMENYA (ATHLETICS, RSA) 
The 27-year-old South African runner is a

two-time Olympic gold medallist and three-
time world champion over 800m. She will be
strong favourite to pull off an 800m and
1,500m double in Australia and has even
been tipped for a new world record over
800m if she hits top form. Semenya, South
Africa’s flag-bearer, has been dogged by
gender accusations since shooting to fame
when she won the 800m crown as a teenager
at the 2009 world championships.  — AFP

ELAINE THOMPSON (ATHLETICS, JAM) 
Thompson is the 100m and 200m

Olympic champion and another hoping to
grab the headlines following the retirement
of fellow Jamaican track star Bolt.  However,
the 25-year-old does not enjoy the domi-
nance that Bolt had and at the world champi-
onships in London in 2017 she finished a dis-
appointing fifth.  “Losing the world champi-
onships was just a big motivation for me and
that gives me a big boost to work even hard-
er for 2018,” Thompson wrote on Facebook
in January.  — AFP

BUDAPEST: File photo shows Britain’s Adam Peaty (C) competing in the men’s 50m breast-
stroke final during the swimming competition at the 2017 FINA World Championships in
Budapest.  — AFP

Aussie Campbell 
eyes redemption
after ‘choke’
GOLD COAST:  A defiant Cate
Campbell has promised a return to her
best form at the Commonwealth Games
as the Aussie swimmer looks to exorcise
the demons of her Olympic flop two
years ago.  The 25-year-old is blazing
the comeback trail after taking a year
out from the sport, prompted by what
Campbell described as the “greatest
choke in Olympic history” in Rio-her
sixth-place finish in the 100 metres
freestyle final.

Campbell, who is limbering up for the
Commonwealth Games in Gold Coast
this week, rediscovered her mojo at the
national trials, where she dominated the
100m freestyle and broke Australian
records in the 50m free and 50m butter-
fly.  “I definitely missed being part of the
team,” she told reporters. “To be back in
the green and gold, it really makes my
heart beat a little bit faster.” Campbell
was the red-hot favourite to win the
Olympic 100m title in 2016 and led at
the turn before fading badly, allowing
Canada’s Penny Oleksiak and American
Simone Manuel to come through and tie
for gold.  But Campbell, who helped the
Australian women win the 4x100m
freestyle title in Rio, brushed off ques-
tions about her mental strength before
the Commonwealth Games swimming
competition, which begins Thursday.
“It’s not so much the pressure of expec-
tation, because people want you to swim
well,” she said. 

“They’re not rooting for you to swim
badly. They want to see you swim well so

they will support you and not put pres-
sure on you.” “I’ve never had a home
crowd advantage,” added Campbell,
whose 100m time at trials was three-
tenths of a second quicker than the
effort Oleksiak and Manuel clocked to
win gold in Rio.

“We saw in Glasgow in 2014 that the
Scots just lifted. There was something in
the air that got them ready to swim fast
and I’m really hoping we feel that same
energy here.”

Campbell, who is looking to retain the
100m title she won in Glasgow, will get
her shot at redemption when she lines up
against teenager Oleksiak in Gold Coast,
where Campbell’s sister Bronte will be a
medal threat.  Australia, meanwhile, has
finished top of the medals table in swim-
ming since the 1978 Commonwealth
Games in Edmonton, and Cate Campbell
backed the host nation to continue that
dominance. “We do set the standard of
the meet,” she said. “I’m incredibly proud
of this team.” — AFP

Cate Campbell


