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GCC Shield II 
drill kicks off 
RIYADH: GCC Shield (II), the second phase of
the joint military training, kicked off on Sunday
with live ammunition. The field exercise will last
for five consecutive days, which will include par-
ticipating forces conducting training on land, air,
sea, in addition to air defense and special forces
training, the military spokesman for the drill,
Brigadier Abdullah Al-Subaie quoted by Saudi
press agency (SPA) as saying.

Al-Subaie added that such drills aim at
increasing the level of efficiency of the partici-
pating forces to meet the challenges and threats
within the framework of joint operations, and to
achieve an efficient joint action performance,
utilizing many modern and advanced weapons.
GCC Shield (I) drill, kicked off last month, was
organized by the Saudi Ministry of Defense,
and included 23 countries, among them the
State of Kuwait.  Last week the training that
took place was one of the largest military
action plans to mobilize forces worldwide, Al-
Subaie added. Giant military aircrafts were used
from participating countries to transport offi-
cers, soldiers, equipment and gear to be used
during the exercise. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Acting Undersecretary of Kuwait’s
Ministry of Oil Sheikh Talal Al-Sabah has foreboded
that the price of a barrel of oil in the global market
could hit $70, citing a “historic” OPEC deal to limit
output.  Speaking to the press as the ministry
unveiled its new website yesterday, the Kuwaiti offi-
cial expected the price of oil to remain within the
range of $50 to 60 per barrel (pb) - allaying con-
cerns over a further dip in prices. He described
OPEC’s deal to slash oil production as a significant
achievement, saying that the current oil price of $62
to 63 pb was acceptable.  

Sheikh Talal pointed out that the prices of oil are
stabilizing thanks in part to an agreement between
OPEC and non-OPEC producers to extend output
cuts beyond the year 2018, as they seek to clear a
global glut of crude. Meanwhile, he revealed that
Kuwait is on the verge of sealing a deal to import gas
from neighboring Iraq, saying the plan “has reached
its final stages.” The Kuwaiti official noted that the
website promises visitors a better user experience
with many new features, including a new design,
which makes it easier to navigate. The website also
provides a wealth of information on the oil industry,

he added, which makes it a comprehensive source for
all the statistics and facts that readers yearn for. 

Crude oil exports 
Meanwhile, Kuwait’s crude oil exports to Japan fell

22.5 percent in February from a year earlier to 6.29 mil-
lion barrels, or 225,000 barrels per day (bpd), for the
first decline in four months, government data showed.
However, Kuwait remained Japan’s third-biggest oil
provider, supplying 7.5 percent of the Asian nation’s
total crude imports, the Japanese Natural Resources
and Energy Agency said in a preliminary report.

Japan’s overall imports of crude oil slid 15.4 percent
year-on-year to 2.99 million bpd for the third straight
month of drop. Shipments from the Middle East
accounted for 87.4 percent of the total, up 1.9 percent-
age points from a year before. Saudi Arabia continued
to be Japan’s No.1 oil supplier, but imports from the
kingdom shrank 13.9 percent from a year earlier to 1.24
million bpd, followed by the United Arab Emirates with
693,000 bpd, down 7.6 percent. Qatar ranked fourth
with 218,000 bpd and Russia fifth with 215,000 bpd,
respectively. Japan is the world’s-third biggest oil con-
sumer after the US and China. —Agencies

Crude oil exports to Japan down 1st time in 4 months

Kuwait official predicts oil 
prices near $70 per barrel

Ooredoo takes 
part in 10th GIS 
User Conference
KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait participated in the 10th
GIS User Conference which was held over the course
of two days last week in the Regency Hotel. The con-
ference which was titled “Collaborating for Better
Work Environment” was organized by the Kuwait GIS
User Group in collaboration with the Central Agency
for Information Technology, and a plethora of private
and public sector entit ies such as the Kuwait
Municipality, the Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research, the Ministry of Water and Electricity, the
Environment Public Authority, the Kuwait Geography
Society, and other academic and professional experts
in the field of geographic information system. 

Ooredoo Kuwait ’s Senior Special ist , Geo
Marketing Noura Al Rabaiei gave an inclusive pres-
entation about the company’s experience from utiliz-
ing geo-marketing technologies to better understand
consumers and deliver tailored services that best suit
their needs. In a statement to the press, Ooredoo
Kuwait underscored that its participation in the con-
ference stems from its belief in the important role that
GIS plays today in serving both individuals and busi-
nesses alike. The company reiterated its commitment
to keeping up with the most advanced technologies in
this important field, and expressed its gratitude to the
Kuwait GIS User Group and the Central Agency for
Information Technology for extending this invitation
to Ooredoo Kuwait. 

In its 10th edition, the conference focused on the
latest and most advanced updates in the geographic
information system field, especially with the increase
of spending in this particular sector which reached
more than 1 billion USD. The conference provided an
ideal setting to learn about the latest in this field, giv-
en that it is the biggest conference for professions and
experts locally and regionally. The conference includ-
ed 49 workshops and lectures aimed to introduce
attendees of the latest trends and modalities of usage
and methods of application, with regional and interna-
tional expertise all under one roof. 

Zain sponsors 
‘Ma’a Hamad Show’

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading company in mobile
telecommunications in Kuwait, recently concluded its
Platinum sponsorship of the third season of the popular
TV show ‘Ma’a Hamad Show’ - shown on Al-Rai TV
and presented by the social media star Hamad Al-Ali. A
statement issued by Zain stressed that sponsoring the
show for three years comes within its keenness in sup-
porting youth efforts and ideas, especially since the
shows crew included a group  of promising Kuwaiti
youth. The show was presented by the famous social
media star Hamad Al-Ali (AKA Hamad Qalam). Part of
the money realized from the tickets this year was
donated to some charities in Kuwait. 


