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Kuwait and Comoros agree to 
form cooperation committee

Amir and his guest swap top-grade medals 
KUWAIT: Kuwait and the Republic of Comoros yesterday agreed
to form a joint cooperation committee. The accord was inked at
Bayan Palace, with attendance of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
and the visiting President of the Comoros Azali Assoumani.  

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah signed the agreement on behalf of
Kuwait. Mohamed El-Amine Souef, the Comoros Foreign Minister
inked it on his government’s behalf. Earlier yesterday, His Highness
the Amir and his guest swapped top-grade medals at a ceremony at
Bayan Palace. His Highness also honored the president and his dele-
gation with a luncheon. Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Amir
held official talks at Bayan Palace with President of the Comoros
Azali Assoumani, who is currently on a visit to the country.

The talks were held in the presence of His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The
talks, according to Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali
Jarrah Al-Sabah, related to bilateral relations and issues of com-
mon interest. President of the Comoros and his accompanying
delegation arrived to the country yesterday. He was received at
the airport by His Highness the Amir, His Highness the Crown
Prince, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah and senior state officials. A mission of honor, headed
by Amiri Diwan Advisor Mohammad Abulhassan, was formed to
accompany the distinguished guest. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir welcomes President of the Comoros Azali Assoumani yes-
terday. His Highness the Amir and his guest swapped top-grade medals at a ceremony at
Bayan Palace.—KUNA photos 

KUWAIT: The visiting President of the Comoros Azali Assoumani meets Finance
Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf at the guests’ residence at Bayan Palace. Mohammad
Abdullah Abulhassan, the Amiri Diwan Advisor, attended the meeting. 

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The parliamentary budgets and final state-
ment committee chairman Adnan Abdulsamad said the
committee met yesterday with Ministry of Commerce
and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan to discuss Public
Authority for Industry’s 2018-2019 budget, final state-
ment and the Audit Bureau report about it. Abdulsamad
stressed that Roudhan promised to fill 134 vacancies in
PAI soon and explained that the vacancies were the
result of referring over 90 employees to retirement. 

Performance bonuses
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic

Affairs Fareed Emadi stressed that this year’s excellent
performance bonuses would be deposited in employees’
bank accounts this month. Emadi said 30 percent of the
ministry’s Kuwaiti employees and 10 percent of expatri-
ate employees will receive the bonus. Meanwhile,
Ministry of Electricity and Water Undersecretary
Mohammed Boshehri said that the ministry will also
deposit the excellence performance bonuses in employ-
ees’ bank account by the beginning of May. Boshehri
said the total bonuses of KD 10 million will be paid to
around 80 percent of the ministry’s employees (ie over

17,000 out of the ministry’s 22,000 employees). 

Northern dock’s tender
Following reviewing various offers by KNPC, Arabi

Company for Energy and Technology is getting closer
to winning a tender to repair the northern dock at Mina
Ahmadi refinery. KNPC announced that Arabi Company
offered KD 19 million to restore and repair the current
dock and extend its validity until 2030.  

No serious violations
Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf stressed that no

serious violations had been detected in the performance
of the PPP authority. Reviewing the annual report he
submitted to both the Cabinet and the parliament, Hajraf
said the First Al-Zour Company will build and operate
Al-Zour Northern plant with a full capacity of 1539.2
megawatts and 107 million gallons of water. 

Total estimated revenues
Official statistics showed that the total estimated rev-

enues in the Capital Markets Authority’s 2018-2019
budget will be KD 2.7 million, which is KD 502,300 less
than those of 2017-2018. Statistics also showed total
spending is KD 36.8 million and that the KD 34 million
deficit will be covered from CMA reserves. In another
development, the Civil Service Commission agreed to
pay the head and members of the temporary committee
entrusted to run the Municipal Council’s monthly pay-
ments equal to those allocated to the original chairman
and members, said CSC Chairman Ahmed Al-Jassar,
noting that the committee chairman will get a salary of
KD 2,300, his deputy will get KD 2,000 and committee
members will get KD 1,800 each. 
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Sahar Dashti speaking at the ‘Financial and Spending Awareness Forum’

KUWAIT: In line with its ongoing social program,
Ahli United Bank (AUB) announced its sponsorship of
the ‘Financial and Spending Awareness Forum’, which
originally began in 2013, with the objective of driving
more awareness towards youth and younger members
of society on managing their money. The event aims
also at highlighting the importance of saving, paving
the way for a new generation that is financially aware.
This initiative was held successfully in 2016, with
more than 7 million young people from 132 countries
including Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
participating. 

On this occasion, Tareq Muhmood, AUB’s Senior
Deputy CEO Banking Group said, “We are extremely
pleased to participate in this unique forum, especially
when Kuwait is a participant for the first time. We
consider this event as a core part of our social
responsibility activities in Kuwait as it helps spread

financial awareness amongst the younger generation”.
“AUB, as a longstanding leading financial institution in
Kuwait, supports this forum by sharing our expertise
across the banking sector, by driving more financial
awareness across society, and by highlighting the
importance of sound financial management. Raising
awareness amongst young people will positively
impact the relationship AUB has with its customers.”

Moreover, Sahar Dashti, AUB’s Assistant General
Manager - Complaints and Customer Protection said,
“Awareness around financial management has not
received as much exposure across the media in the
region as it deserves, especially amongst the younger
segments of society”. Dashti further noted that
“Caring for and providing the necessary tools for
young people to prepare them for their future  is of
paramount importance to AUB and is key amongst the
Bank’s CSR priorities in 2018. 

The Bank recently hosted a number of students
from various schools in Kuwait at its Head Office, the-
visits being aimed at reinforcing students’ under-
standing of the banking sector. Students also had the
chance to meet with Richard Groves, AUB’s CEO, who
showed a major interest in exchanging a two-way
dialogue with the students. He further explained the
nature of banking operations, in line with AUB’s con-
tinued efforts to help develop a broad range of edu-
cational activities.” 
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By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Mubarak Al-Kabeer food and nutrition inspec-
tion team announced destroying 3,697 kilos and 1,362 car-
tons, gallons and buckets of inedible food items. Team
leader Abdullah Ahmed Abbas said his department had
received a letter from a foodstuff company requesting the
official destruction of the aforementioned foul and inedible
food items. 

Training Kuwaiti youth
Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-

Roudhan expressed his appreciation of the Kuwait Society
of Engineers (KSE) as one of the oldest and most profes-
sionally operating societies in Kuwait. Speaking on open-
ing the International Young Engineers Training Forum at
Al-Raya Ballroom, Roudhan said Kuwait needs young
engineers’ efforts. He added that an agreement had been
signed between Public Authority for Industry and the
Small and Medium Enterprises Fund to train young
Kuwaiti graduates of PAAET and industrial engineering in
various specialties. He added that he had reached an
agreement with various German colleges last week to train
Kuwaiti youth, who would then be given land plots to start
their own industrial projects. 

KSE Chairman Faisal Al-Ottol stressed Kuwaiti engi-
neers are working hard to achieve the human development
needed to achieve Kuwait’s 2035 vision by supporting
Kuwaiti engineers. Also speaking on the occasion,
Jordanian Engineers Syndicate Secretary General
Mohammed Abu Afifa stressed that engineers are mandat-
ed to pass special tests to get a license to operate in

Jordan as professional engineers. He noted that around
2,000 Jordanian engineers work in Kuwait. 

Chairperson of the Arab Integrated Development
Council Mosheera Abu Ghali spoke about the role of
training in solving employment problems, noting that
since its establishment, the council has been working on
improving the bonds between Arab youth and the Arab
League in terms of social, economic, cultural and scientific
development. 

Protect environment law 
Chairperson of Kuwait Environment Protection Society

(KEPS) Wejdan Al-Oqab urged various bodies, citizens
and expats to cooperate with the environmental police to
help protect the environment law. “Imposing environment
law number 42/2014 at various government and private
bodies is for the best of protecting both citizens and
expats’ environmental rights,” she said, noting that the
environment police are authorized to inspect any public
or private facility (except private residences) to make
sure the law is respected and fully observed. “The lesson
we should probably learn from the recent incident at
Jaber Al-Ahmed Secondary school is that people are still
unaware of this law,” Oqab added, urging all school direc-
tors to use the law to improve their schools and protect
students’ environmental rights in terms of lab safety con-
ditions, disposal of solid and chemical wastes and drinking
water quality. 

‘Knowledge Economy Browser’ 
The Supreme Planning and Development Council’s

Secretary General Khaled Mahdi stressed the need to
continue supporting research as the basic foundation to
establish creative human resources capable of achieving
the sought sustainable development and attracting invest-
ments. Speaking to reporters after signing the contract of
the ‘Knowledge Economy Browser’ project, Mahdi
stressed that the browser will help researchers, students
and various scientific bodies access the latest scientific
studies, researches and papers. 
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KPC, KISR ink accord
KUWAIT: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC)
and Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR)
yesterday inked an agreement aimed at assessing oil
projects and backing up the KPC 2040 strategy. The
KPC, Kuwait’s largest oil body and umbrella of a
chain of subsidiaries, said in a statement the deal
aimed at employing the two sides’ efforts for attain-
ing the aspired development objectives as part of
Kuwait Vision 2035. Dr Samira Omar, KISR’s
General Director, said it also aimed at boosting
cooperation with the oil sector, as well as other
national institutions.  Omar and Nizar Al-Adsani, the
KPC CEO, inked the accord. — KUNA

Kuwait wins athletics gold 
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti athletics team has won the
first gold medal in a tournament abroad. Jarrah Al-
Fadhli, the rapporteur of the Kuwaiti athletics com-
mittee affiliated to the Kuwaiti Olympic Committee,
said in a statement yesterday that the team won the
gold in the fifth Ras Al-Khaimah (UAE) champi-
onship.  This is a leap for the newly-born game in
Kuwait, said Al-Fadhli, speaking after return of the
team from Ras Al-Khaimah where the champion,
Yousef Jumaa, came first in the 94-kg category.
Jumaa was excellent in all the competitions of the
championship, which concluded two days ago, he
added. — KUNA

CBK issues bonds
KUWAIT: The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) yes-
terday announced its most recent issues of bonds
and related Tawarruq at a total value of KD 240 mil-
lion ($792 million). The issuance is for six months
with a rate of return 2.375 percent. The last similar
issuance of bonds and related Tawarruq by the CBK
was on March 27 for three months with rate of
return 2.250 percent. —KUNA

News in brief

MARRAKECH: Kuwait
Minister of Justice Fahad
Al-Afasi said yesterday
constitution of Kuwait
guaranteed independ-
ence of judiciary, which
was the guardian of
rights and freedoms. Al-
Afasi, also Minister of
Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs, said constitution
was providing guarantees
for judges to carry out
their role “in an inde-
pendent manner and
away from any influence
of guidance.”

He was speaking before an international conference
on Justice, which featured ministers, chief justices,
prosecutors and legal experts from 80 Arab and
Western countries. The constitution of Kuwait, he
added, affirmed “there is no authority over the judge in
the court room and the interference in judicial process
is forbidden.” Al-Afasi said the constitution also stipu-
lated establishment of the supreme judicial council,
which enforces independence of judiciary.  This council,
he added, was tasked with appointing the judges and
public prosecutors.

Al-Afasi meanwhile highlighted importance of the
conference to promoting dialogue over the independ-
ence and development of judicial systems, in a way that
secured rights and freedoms of societies. Moroccan
Minister of Justice Mohammad Aujjar said many coun-
tries around the world were reviewing their judicial
systems in order to strengthen role of judiciary and
ensure fair trials. — KUNA
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